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Introduction

The Greek American Council presents the White Paper of the E.A.M., the
documented account of the events of May 1944-March 1945, at a time when the
results of those events, and especially of British Intervention and support
for Greek reaction, have embroiled Greece in terror and violence.

Instead of bringing "law and order", British intervention has plunged
Greece into chaos. Secret military leagues plot a coup d'etat. Armed bands
smash EAM newspaper offices, raid theatres, assault and kill democratic
citizens. Former fighters of the resistance movement are condemned to death
while quislings are acquitted or given light punishments amounting to
amnesty. Reactionary plots for the restoration of the monarchy against the
will of the Greek people multiply and create an atmosphere of adventurism and
anarchy. The economy of the country crumbles in this political chaos and the
people starve as unemployment and inflation mount.

And thus the danger grows that the bitter tragedy chronicled in these
documents will explode once more in Greece where the people have paid many
times over the price for democracy.

Only the fulfillment of the Crimean decisions — the formation of a
democratic, representative government which can conduct free elections and an
honest plebiscite, and the sending of a joint, allied commission with
representatives of the United States, the Soviet Union and Britain to
supervise the elections and plebiscite can save Greece from new disaster.

The Greek American Council feels that a complete, factual knowledge in
this country of the last disaster in Greece, can help tremendously in
preventing a new outbreak.

It is with this hope that we bring out the White Paper of the EAM.

GREEK AMERICAN COUNCIL
New York City
July 23, 1943.

Editor's Notes

Documents originally written in English are retranslated from the Greek in
this volume.

Spelling of non-Greek names may be inaccurate since the names were written in
Greek characters in the Greek text.



NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT (E.A.M.)

WHITE BOOK

MAY 1944 - MARCH 1945

"5- For the purpose of maintaining international
peace and security pending the re-establishment of
law and order and the inauguration of a system of
general security, they will consult with one another
and as occasion requires with other members of the
United Nations with a view to joint action on behalf
of the community of nations.

"6- That after the termination of hostilities they
will not employ their military forces within the
territories of other States except for the purposes
envisaged in the declaration and after joint
consultation."

(Excerpt from the Joint Four-Nation Declaration
Moscow, 1943.)

"We toll through a mighty maze, but I can assure
the Committee it is not without plan." (Excerpt from
Mr. Churchill's speech regarding the armed
intervention of the British armies in the internal
affairs of Greece. This speech was delivered at the
House of Commons on January 18, 1945).

TRIKKALA, FEBRUARY 1, 1945

Reprinted in Athens



Foreword

We had not yet breathed the air of freedom; we had hardly succeeded in
freeing our sacred land from the miasma of the German-Bulgarian conquerors.
We had not gathered up the ruins of the thousands of our burned villages, nor
had we honored the graves of the thousands of patriots who sacrificed
themselves in the battlefields against the fascists, who were hanged in the
public squares, or were machine-gunned against prison walls by the conqueror
and by despicable traitors — the Quislings. A new war was imposed on us. A
war with no Justification, a war, barbaric in its execution, catastrophic in
its effects. This war was waged by the allied British forces whose sole aides
were those who yesterday were the comrades of the Germans.

We fought for our liberties, our shrines and our homes for thirty-three
days in Athens and for six weeks in all. Our guns were silenced only because
we wanted to save the children, the women and the old people, whom the
British forces had decided to exterminate through starvation and Inhuman
bombardments.

All the peoples of the world stood by our aide in this conflict with
aching hearts. And first among them were the people of Great Britain, the
people of the world felt that their own, as well as a universal cause, was
being determined in the streets of Athens.

In 1936, the people of the world followed with awe the victorious invasion
of International fascism against Spanish Democracy. The fall of Spain was a
tragic warning that the storm of fascism was impending.

Today the peoples of the world are following the case of Greece with the
same agony, mixed with same disillusionment, to see whether Fascism, crushed,
will poison the victory of allied arms, whether it will manage to survive. It
is here that the declarations of the allied cause are being tested. It is
here that the peoples want to see exactly what they have gained through the
sacrifices of the millions of dead in this war.

Our aim is not to write history. The blood of the ten thousand non-
combatants alone who have been slaughtered is still reeking. The murderers
have stained themselves with this blood, definitely and for all eternity. In
this book, we give without comment, as far as we can, a list of documents on
the causes and development of this war. We offer them to all honest men
without any reservations and with a clear conscience. And we look forward to
their verdict.



CHAPTER I

I

From The Lebanon Agreement To The Liberation

The war which the reactionary Right opened against the Greek people, with
the British forces as its principal and exclusive supporters, has its origin
in distant events. One could prove with documents, that the same monarcho-
fascist forces of the dictatorship of the 4th of August, which betrayed the
majestic effort of our people in the Albanian mountains, were the forces
which collaborated with the conquerors and attempted to kill the liberation
movement of our people. Moreover, these are the forces which split the
National Unity and threw the British armies against our people.

For technical reasons it is not possible at present to include all the
documents in this White Book. Our aim is to prove with irrefutable facts that
the war of the British armies against the Greek people was unjustifiably
declared and continued.

However, we think that the reader would more easily understand who is
right, if he has in mind a series of events which preceded our country's
liberation. For this reason, we deem it expedient to start our report from
the time of the Lebanon agreement.

II

THE LEBANON AGREEMENT

The Lebanon agreement, as it is usually called, constituted the unique
political and legal basis of the Government of National Unity.

The Agreement was signed by representatives of all Parties. It is,
however, generally admitted that it acquired substantial strength from the
time when the forces of the National resistance joined the Government which
resulted from this agreement.

The Lebanon agreement contained the terms for the restoration of National
Unity, for the fuller mobilization of the united national forces, the
liberation of the land and the strengthening of democratic institutions.
These terms wore as follows:

Document Number 1

"First chapter: The reorganization and the disciplining of the Greek armed
forces in the Middle East under the flag of the Greek nation.

"All of us agreed that the Middle East mutiny constituted a crime against
our country. Also, all of us agreed that the investigation should continue
and that the instigators of the mutiny must be punished in proportion to
their responsibility. The argument that they were prompted by the demand for
a Government of National Unity cannot free them from responsibility, because,
if in war time, disagreement over the Government legalizes a mutiny, then the
Albanian Epic should not have existed.

"In what spirit should the reorganization be effected? It was unanimously



agreed that no political criteria could prevail. Only national and military
criteria should apply and the reconstruction of the armed forces should be
made on this basis.

"We also agreed that exactly from the day the Government of National Unity
would be formed, the slogan that military discipline shall be binding, and
that political questions cannot exist in the army, because the army does not
deliberate but carries out the government's orders, would be transmitted to
all armed forces in the Middle East and in enslaved Greece.

"Second chapter: The unification and disciplining of all guerrilla bodies in
Free Greece as well as the mobilization against the conquerors of all the
Nation's fighting forces under the orders of the Unity Government.

"In this respect also, we believe that concurrence is absolute. All of us
agree that guerrilla formations cannot be maintained permanently and that we
must proceed speedily towards the creation of our National Army, which must
be free from any influence of parties and organizations. and must belong only
to the nation, obeying the Government's orders. All of us, however, admit,
especially after receiving the letter of the Allied High Commend in the
Middle East, which reminds us that no change should result in the decrease of
resistance, that an immediate change would not correspond to the needs of the
struggle. One side agrees that it is impossible to have the guerrilla
formations a permanent feature, and the other agrees that it is impossible to
have the change an immediate consideration.

"Consequently, the present situation is transitional, and its adjustment
will depend on the full initiative of the Government and of the Middle East
High Command.

"Third chapter: The end of terrorism in the Greek countryside and the
ensuring of personal security and the political liberties of the people, when
and where the conqueror shall withdraw.

"The term 'terrorism' was confirmed by one side, and was questioned by the
other. We do not consider it indispensable to clarify this term. It 1s
sufficient that both sides have determined that personal security and
political liberty will be ensured in the Greek countryside. Efforts will also
be made toward the elimination of terroristic manifestations in the cities.

"The Ministers of the Unity Government will be in free Greece, where they
will administer the armed forces and liberated Greek populations.

"It has been finally determined, with absolute unanimity, that the mission
of the government is to keep in contact with and to guide the Greek people.

"None of us aspires to become a national personage and an expatriate, but
all aspire to be fellow-fighters and guides of our people. That is our
position. The element of time was the only matter of discussion. All of us
agreed that as soon as we shall determine the existence of a condition making
possible our presence in Greece, we shall lose no time at all in returning.

"It was a mistake that the political world should choose a negative
instead of a positive stand, should choose to abstain rather than to

participate.

"The spirit of the new Government will be not negative, but positive, not



to keep aloof but to participate.

"Fourth chapter: Continuous care for adequate shipment of food and medicine
to enslaved Greece as well as to the highland part of the country.

"Fifth chapter: Ensuring in the near future, at the time of the liberation of
our country in common with the allied forces, the order and liberty of the
Greek people, so that they may be able, free from any economic and
psychological coercion, to decide, as a sovereign people, on their political
regime, on their social regime and on a Government of their choice.

"First subject: As long as there shall exist a Government of National
Unity, it will be its task to ensure both order and the liberty of the Greek
people, at the time of the liberation of our country in common with the
allied forces. And assuredly, it will be in a position to guarantee these
major blessings to the Greek people.

"Second subject: The question then arose as to when the people should
decide on the political regime and on the Government.

"All of us agree that the people should decide at the earliest possible
moment, but also in the most genuine manner and under conditions of full
liberty.

"A popular verdict is urgent for Greece, as we have no popularly-elected
Government nor a definite political regime.

"Third subject: In the matter of the highest state head, every political
figure has a declared opinion, which is maintained, of course, even while
participating in the Government of National Unity. Consequently,
clarification comes within the aims of the National Government.

"But, I* wish to add that while I regard the existing declaration as of
great importance, I attach very little to the new declaration which is being
asked for.

"Sixth chapter: The infliction of severe sanctions against the traitors of
our country and against the exploiters of our people's misery.

"We are in accord on this matter, too. But, this sixth chapter leads to
the examination of another subject, since it is a 'post-liberation' chapter
and, consequently, the question arises as to whether the National Government
could give a promise on it.

"This fact does convince us of the importance of not declaring that the
Government of National Unity will last only until the day of liberation. For,
in such a case, it could not give the guarantee for order and liberty during
the critical transition from enslavement to liberation, so anxiously awaited
by the Greet people.

"There exist, of course, other views also, which must be taken into
consideration. For this reason, I think that the best course would be to
entrust to the national conscience and to the political judgment of the new

* (Editor's note: The singular form "I" occurs because the terms were read to
the delegates of the Lebanon Conference by Mr. George Papandreou in his
capacity as Premier.)



Government the length of its tenure in office.

"Seventh chapter: Care for the immediate satisfaction of the material
needs of the Greek people, following their liberation. It has been stated
that we must work for the preparation of a plan covering our post-war
economic rehabilitation. Unanimous accord. It has been stated that all our
moral forces must be mobilized for the enlightenment of our allies so that we
shall ensure for ourselves a reconstruction priority. Absolute accord. It has
been stated that the means of reconstruction should be asked for outright and
not as a loan.

"Through the Albanian epic, Greece either saved the war or shortened it by
one year at least. If, in return for this service, she asked to receive the
allied expenditures even for one day's warfare, would this be an excessive
claim!

"It has been stated that our reconstruction should be sought in the
marketing of our precious products. It has even been stated that the
financial restoration of the Nation should be sought through the free
settlement of Greeks not in distant lands, where the second generation
forgets its national background, but to neighboring lands with which they
have been familiar for centuries and where their presence turns them into
national reservoirs from which the State draws its strength. Unanimous
accord.

"Eighth chapter: The full satisfaction of our national rights. Our great
services and our great sacrifices, the holocausts of our country cannot have
any justification save the creation of a new, free and great Greece.

"I suppose that the second passage of this Chapter clarifies the first.
Consequently, it can be considered by all as the concrete formulation of our
national demands. Our full national restoration and the complete security of
our new boundaries constitute a Pan-Hellenic demand,"

"Messrs, Delegates;

"I gather the impression that there has been attained a complete
coincidence of views on the National program of the Government of National
Unity which is about to be formed.

"If this is so, I propose that the test of the National program, as it has
been explained, be considered as our National Contract and that it be signed
by all delegates."

March 20, 1944

(The signatures of 25 delegates follow.)

III

HOW MR. PAPANDREOU BECAME PREMIER?

After the Lebanon agreement was signed, Mr. Papandreou began immediately
to violate it through a series of acts, omissions and manifestations on his
part. He refused to recognize political equality for the National Resistance



forces. He determined, according to his judgment, the number of seats in the
Government, while limiting to only five the seats which the resistance forces
would receive. He refused to denounce the Security battalions which served
under the orders of the conqueror. He reorganized the Naval and Military
forces in the Middle East appointing monarcho~fascist officers, etc., to
important positions. The National Resistance forces, which were represented
by the Political Committee for National Liberation (PEEA), in their telegram,
under date of July 29, 1944, declared that they were ready to participate
through their representatives in the Government, on the condition that
Premier Papandreou would he replaced by someone else, so that a proper
atmosphere of mutual understanding would be created. The Papandreou
government answered at follows to that telegram:

Document Number 2

"From Cairo N.P. 45. We are happy because you are surmounting the
irreconcilable ability of your leaders and are deciding to participate in the
Government for the faithful observance of the terms of the Lebanon National
Contract. We beg you to send your representatives who will resume the five
Ministries agreed upon, i.e. of Finance, Communications, Agriculture,
National Economy and Labor.

I, personally, give you the assurance that, despite the contrary unanimous
decision of the Ministerial Council, the person of the present Premier of the
Government will not constitute an obstacle to National Unity. You asked us
repeatedly to denounce the Security Battalions. We have made this
denunciation ever since the days of Lebanon, where we characterized them as
tools of the Germans for the creation of civil war. But denunciation is not
the way to achieve results, so long as the present-day vicious circle of
civil war continues. As we said in Lebanon, too, only the realization of full
National Unity including the participation of the EAM in the Government, and
the substitution for the ELAS army of a national army belonging to the Nation
and obeying the orders of the Government, will load to an automatic
dissolution of the Security Battalions, as no Greeks will be found who would
dare to take up arms against the regular Greek army."

This telegram would lead one to believe that the Cairo Government had
accepted the condition that the Premier be changed. So while we believed that
National unity had been effected and were waiting, consequently, for
transportation so that the Ministers proposed by the National Army Resistance
could depart for Cairo, we received the following telegram:

Document Number 3

"From Cairo to PEEA. Urgent. Due to official confidential communication of
British Government, not accepting change of Government's Premier on the eve
of liberation, the Liberal, Progressive, Agrarian and Democratic parties are
making a last appeal that you send your representatives to take their places
in the Government, as it is constituted today. Otherwise, you assume enormous
responsibilities toward the nation at a moment when National Unity is more
than ever indispensable for the meeting of post-war problems and the healing
of war-wounds."

(Signed Venizelos, Milonas, Sakalis, Rentis)

With its historic decision of August 15, 1945, the Central Committee of the
EAM, met the situation as follows;



Document Number 4

It ascertains unanimously that the above telegram shows without the shadow
of a doubt, that despite all the Allied agreements and the Atlantic and
Teheran declarations, to the effect that peoples will be left free to adjust
their internal affairs, nevertheless, the British Government, in an unheard
of manner in the history of Greece, intervenes openly in our internal affairs
and attempts to impose Papandreou as Premier, whom not only the struggling
nation rejected, but whose removal was also supported, according to our
information, by the most influential old political parties, the Liberals,
Progressives and Agrarian Democrats. The English Government, through this
official statement, is exercising a pure blackmail at our expense, which it
attempts to cover with the excuse that we are on the eve of liberation of our
land and that, consequently, this is no time for changes. It indirectly
implies that our refusal may possibly result in the retarding of the
liberation, something for which we will bear the responsibility, and, also,
that our refusal will constitute an obstacle to the granting of material
assistance necessary to the post-war reconstruction of the land. Thus, we
decided to participate in the Government and in agreement with the PEEA and
the KKE we sent the following telegram:

"Greek Government, Cairo for
Venizelos, Milonas, Sakalis, Rentis.

"Following our telegram No. 85, of July 29, containing our general views on
unity and the Premier's answer, No. 240, dated August 5, that his person will
not constitute an obstacle to National Unity, we received telegram 241, dated
August 10, from Venizelos, Milonas, Sakalis, Rentis, stop. Having fully
weighed import official statement regarding Premier of Government, we are
compelled to declare that we do not insist on the change of Premier stop.
Please arrange speediest arrival there of ministers, stop. We consider it
necessary and expedient that Government statements be avoided in the
meantime. Stop. For PEEA stop Svolos stop. For EAM stop Partsalides stop. For
K.K.E. stop Siantos."

Iv

THE GOVERNMENT'S MESSAGE TO THE GREEK PEOPLE.

In this manner, through our sacrifices and concessions, the formation of
the Papandreou Government was made possible. The Government, in its message
to the Greek people, as of September 7, 1944, made the following promises:

Document Number 5

" The National Contract of Lebanon, with its two major aims of national
liberation and the establishment of the people's sovereignty, constitutes the
political program of the Government.

...... There also exist shadows, the Security Battalions and, in general,
Greeks in the service of the conqueror against Greeks. The National Congress
of Lebanon denounced both categories.

"The National Government recognizes this denunciation. We order those who
are collaborating with the enemy to give up their affiliations at once.
Ruthless punishment will be inflicted on anyone helping the enemy.




...... The People's Sovereignty or Laocracy is one of the major alms. Neither
material nor moral influence will be permitted. The free sovereign people
will decide on the political regime, on the social regime and on their
leaders...... "

v

THE CASERTA AGREEMENT

Following this message and on the eve of the country's liberation, the
Government moved its seat to Italy. There and specifically in Caserta, an
agreement was signed on September 26, 1944 between the representatives of the
British Government and the British Military Forces on one side and of the
Greek Government and the Greek Resistance Forces on the other. This agreement
is as follows:

Document Number 6

"Exceptionally secret. Minutes of decisions taken at the conference held
at the A.F.H.Q. on September 26, 1944.

"At a conference held under the presidency of the High Allied Commander-
in- Chief for the Mediterranean Theatre and which was attended by the Greek
Premier and other members of the Greek Government as well as by the guerrilla
leaders General Sarafis and Zervas, the following decisions were inserted in
the minutes, as being accepted by all.

1) All guerrilla groups active In Greece are placed under the orders of the
Greek Government of National Unity.

2) The Greek Government places these forces under the orders of General
Scobie, who was named by the Highest Allied Commander-in-Chief as the
General-in-Command of the forces in Greece,

3) According to the proclamation, issued by the Greek Government, the leaders
of the Greek guerrillas will forbid every attempt of the units under their
command to seize power. Such an act will be considered as a crime and will
be punished accordingly.

4) Regarding Athens, no action win be undertaken except under the immediate
orders of General Scobie, the General-in-Command of the forces in Greece.

5) The Security Battalions are considered, as the tools of the enemy. They
will be considered as enemy formations, unless they surrender in
accordance with the orders to be issued by the General-in-Command of the
forces in Greece.

6) In order to put an end to the disputes of the past, all Greek guerrilla
forces declare that they will form a National Union so as to co-ordinate
their activities in the best interests of the common cause."

Following the authority bestowed upon him by the Allied Commander-in-Chief
and in agreement with the Greek Government, General Scobie issued the
attached orders for operations:

"Brief operational orders issued by the General-in-Command of the forces



in Greece.

1) The General-in-Command of the forces in Greece explained that his aim
was that the reconstruction of the country be undertaken under the
guidance of the Greek Government, while relief material would be
distributed to the people.

2) Regarding the forces now active in Greece, their military organization
will be as follows:

a) General Zervas will continue his activities within the territorial
boundaries of the agreement of Plaka and will cooperate with General
Sarafis for the harassing of the German retreat within the region
between the northern boundaries of the Plaka agreement and Albania.

b) General Sarafis will continue his activities in the remaining part
of Greece with the exception of: 1) the Attica Region. All troops in
this region will be commanded by General Spiliotopoulos, who will be
acting In close cooperation with the Government members in Greece
and who will be assisted by some liaison officer to be named by
General Sarafis, and will be under the orders of Force Ho. 140; 2)
Peloponnesus. Troops in this region will be commanded by some
general to be designated by General Sarafis with the approval of the
Greek Government, and who will be assisted by a British Expedition
liaison officer. He will be under the orders of Force 140; 3) later
on, Thrace (Salonika included) will be under the command of an
officer who will be designated by the Greek Government.

3} Aims.

a) Both Commanders will be harassing the general retreat and will be
immobilizing the German Guardse

b) While the territory is in process of liberation, both commanders will
be personally responsible to the Commander of Force 140, for:

I) The observance of law and order in the territories where their forces
are active;

II} The avoidance of civil war and of the killing of Greeks by Greeks;

III) The abstention from inflicting punishment of any kind and from
proceeding to unjustifiable arrests;

IV) Their assistance in the matter of establishing a legitimate political
authority and in distributing relief;

4) A map showing the boundaries of operations was given to both Commanders.
COMMUNIQUE

A conference was recently held at the A.F.H.Q. under the presidency of the
High Allied Commander-in-Chief which was attended by General Scobie, General-
in- Command of the forces In Greece, by the Greek Premier Papandreou with
other members of the Greek Government and by the two Greek guerrilla lenders,
General Sarafis and General Zervas.



The two Generals in command of the Greek Guerrillas declared that they
fully accept the orders of the Greek Government and those of the High Allied
Commander-in-Chief, under whose orders the Greek Government placed all the
Greek forces active in Greece.

Decisions were taken, with the consent of all, for co-ordination of the
fight and for the speediest possible liberation of Greece.

At the discussion on the Caserta agreement, the draft contained a
paragraph which stated;

Document Number 7.

"The Commander-in-Chief of the forces in Greece explained that his aim was
to restore law and order In Greece, so that the reconstruction of the land
would be undertaken under the guidance of the Greek Government during the
time when relief material would be distributed to the people. This term was
erased because the spokesmen of the National Resistance forces remarked that
the restoration of law and order were purely internal matters coming under
the exclusive jurisdiction of the Greek Government."

\'2%

MAINTENANCE OF ORDER

Finally, after the pre-conditions created by the allied victories, the
resistance forces, headed by ELAS, drove out the barbarian conqueror and
liberated the country.

Thus, it was made possible for the Government to come to Athens, which was
liberated by ELAS, and to assume the administration of the land. From the day
of the liberation of the land until the arrival of the Government, exemplary
order was maintained throughout the land. Here are the impressions of the
British officer Mr. Kough:

Document Number 8.

"Great is my joy that I find myself in your free city. I was deeply
impressed by the order which prevailed, considering the fact that in times of
changes , the maintenance of order and security are among the most difficult
and delicate problems. Also, I was greatly impressed by the discipline of the
people of Carditsa, who did not resort to any improper action or to anything
which would threaten the order and the safety of the city. I am breathing in
an atmosphere of true liberty and I am moved by the enthusiastic
manifestations of the people, who rightfully rejoice in their freedom after
such a cruel enslavement. Generally, I am very pleased with the order which
was enforced immediately, with the discipline shown by the people of the city
and with the prevailing enthusiasm."

(See newspaper "ANAGENNISI" No. 127)
And the Attica Military Commander, Mr. Catsotas, said;

Document Number 9.

"l am fully convinced that the leadership of the EAM is most law-abiding
and that it complies readily with the orders of the Greek Government,
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assisting the letter's effort. It 1B not responsible for any manifestation of
disorder."

{See newspaper "MAHI" No. 54)
VII

THE PROGRAMMATIC DECLARATIONS OF PREMIER PAPANDREOU

On October 18, 1944 Premier Papandreou made to the people of Greece the
following pledges:

Document Humber 10.

"We believe in Laocracy (people's rule) and Laocracy does not only mean
the right to vote. It also means the right to live, the right to prosper, the
right to culture. Through their incomparable struggles and their tremendous
sacrifices, our people have won the right to their future...... The basis of
our National Army for the future, as has always been the case in Greece and
as is always the case with all free people, shall be regular military
conscription. She entire Greek people claims the honor to be the defender of
the country.

"The well known spirit of rebellion of our armed forces will be abolished.
That the Army does not deliberate shall become: a matter of conscience and
practice. The sovereign people alone have the right to deliberate, and their
will la expressed by the Government, and its orders are carried out by the
army...... Also, the reorganization of the Public Security Corps will be
sought. During the two periods of the Nation's enslavement, the internal and
the external, symptoms of moral crisis were manifested in the Public Safety
Corps and especially in the gendarmerie.

"We have not the right to condemn them as a whole, far there also were
many officers and men, who under the most difficult conditions, despite
everything, fulfilled their national duty.

"But the liquidation and the reorganization will be along most severe
lines so that these bodies will in the future inspire full confidence that
they will be, not the tools of tyrants for the persecution of Greeks, but the
guardians of order and of the citizens' safety.

"There will also be a general reorganization of our public services and of
our Judicial Administrative and Educational Institutions, as well as of the
other organizations of Public Law.

"During the dark period of our Nation's enslavement, our people acted
wonderfully. They gave incomparable examples of idealism and of self-
sacrifice. But there was a crisis in the leadership. In large measure the
leading class proved unworthy of the people. In the days of the Dictatorship,
the University, the Supreme Court and the States' Council as well as our
other high institutions, with a few brilliant exceptions, were almost
bankrupt.

"But the reign of law cannot rest on solid foundations for the future,
unless a moral purge of the past la affected.

"In view of this, besides the purging of Public Services, besides
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disciplinary punishments, it will also be necessary to satisfy the National
demand for the infliction of just, penal sanctions.

"The National Contract of Lebanon promises the infliction of severe
sanctions upon traitors to the country and upon the exploiters of our
people's misfortune. The Government, through its proclamation of September 4,
repeated the promise that the National Nemesis will be relentless. Now it
will keep its promise, The law pertaining to the infliction of just
punishment has been published and will be applied immediately. All safeguards
have been provided so that the law shall not be transformed into an
instrument for revenge and the gratification of passions...... The Government
of National Unity is determined to take action for the earliest possible
holding of the Plebiscite and of the elections for the Constituent Assembly,
as well as of the Municipal and Community elections. And it la a matter of
honor for the Government that the popular verdict shall be expressed in an
absolutely genuine manner.

"After the long period of enslavement, the time has come at last when the
Greek people, free from any physical or psychological coercion will decide,
as a sovereign people on the political regime, on the social regime and on
the Government of their choice as well as on their Municipal and Community
authorization.

*We cannot proceed with the criteria of the past, which are being
rightfully questioned.

"There exists an urgent need for legality. The Nation is in need of a
definite political regime and of a popularly elected Government, so that it
can assume with assurance the effort of building a great future. Until then,
only National Unity will help. Already it has benefited our country
enormously. Greece's international prestige had been increased and the normal
transition from enslavement to liberation has been achieved, although it
seemed almost impossible to nearly everyone, with the result that it assumes
today almost the proportions of a 'miracle'.

"To all who contributed to this normal transition we publicly offer the
praise of the nation, and we express to them their Government's warm thanks,
for their discipline towards its orders, which has justified its confidence.

"Our National Unity can achieve similar 'miracles', if it continues in the
future with the same sincerity and the same faith...... Returning today to
our free country at the head of the National Government, I declare again that
I am returning as a crusader for National Unity and I am happy that it has
been realized. But it must continue up to the time of the popular verdict
which will determine the definite political regime and the Government of the
future."

VIII

THE SPEECH OF GENERAL SCOBIE, COMMANDER OF BRITISH FORCES IN GREECE.

Speaking in Corinth on October 25, 1944, General Scobie said the following
to the men of the ELAS,

Document Number 11.

"I know your desire to continue the fight, but there is no time to come
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into contact with the enemy before ho passes the Yugoslav boundaries, where
our brave allies, the Yugoslavs and the Russians, will take proper care of

"In taking over the command of all Greek forces, I made it clear that your
internal questions do not interest me. I expect all Greeks under my command
to cooperate in harmony regardless of party interest. Our first aim is to
drive the enemy from Greece. Our second aim is to bring supplies and food.
The third aim is to help Greece."

{"United Press" Dispatch) (See newspaper "MAHI" No. 44)

These are the most important events which occurred prior to the first days
of liberation.
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CHAPTER II

On The Eve Of The Conflict

Immediately after the liberation the reactionary Right organized its
efforts to break National Unity and to plunge the land into the chaos of
civil war. For this purpose, it hindered on one hand, the liquidation of the
fascistic and treacherous elements from the state machinery, it postponed the
arrest and the punishment of collaborationists, and on the other hand, it
disturbed the peace of the land by calumnies alleging that massacres had been
perpetrated by the resistance movement, and it took hold of key positions in
order to launch its attack against the liberties of the Greek people.

I

THE CQLLABORATIONISTS ASSUME CONTROL OF THE STATE MACHINERY.

We give here a few facts on these activities Of the reaction;

a) Spiliotopoulos is appointed Military Commander of Attica. Let us show who
this Spiliotopoulos is,

Document Number 12.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE GENDARMERIE
2nd Bureau - Security Division
File No. 771/21/3

Most Urgent
Athens, September 28, 1971

"To the High Command of Gendarmes, to the Police Administration of
Salonika, and to the Administration of the State's Special Security;

"l was officially informed by the Highest Military Authority of
Occupation, that many Englishmen, scattered all over the country, have been
arrested, with identification cards of the Gendarmerie Service in their
possession with their dates altered,

"Irrespective of the astonishment and the painful impression caused by
this fact, I am informing you, that the most severe sanctions are in store
for the officers, personally, and for other high ranking personnel who issued
or who probably are still issuing similar papers.

"To avoid the infliction of these sanctions, which will produce a most
unfavorable reaction and very unpleasant consequences for the existence of
our State in general, I HEREBY COMMAND YOU, following orders of the aforesaid
Authority of Occupation to order at the personal responsibility of the
Commanding officers and other officials of the Corps, the seizure of the
identification cards thus issued and the arrest and surrender of their
English holders to the regional Commands of the Royal Carabinieri.

"Reminding you again of the severe punishment for these natters, I demand
the faithful execution of this order."
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The Chief P. Spiliotopoulos, Colonel of Infantry.

b) EBERT is appointed Chief of the Police Department. Following a conference
with the German Major Kaisler, Ebert Issued the following order:

Document Number 13.

POLICE DEPAPTKENT
General Security Division
File No. 1914 No. 314

To the Alien Division

"I request that you submit to me within the shortest possible time, a
statement giving the names of all who wore active up to now in espionage as
well as the names of others who worked for the benefit of the English. The

activity of each person must be shown in this statement.”

Athens, June 7, 1941
A. Ebert, Commander

Document Number 14.

POLICE DEPARTMENT
CONFIDENTIAL DIVISION
File No. 4664/25

To All Services

"In view of the document No. 138/12 issued by the Italian Garrison on
September 30, 1942, we are ordering the following: You are to report to us
immediately in writing every arrest of persons known for their political
past, of foreign nationals, English etc., as well as of Communists, so that
we may bring these facts to the attention of the Italian Command."

Athens, October 6, 1942
Angel Ebert, Chief of Police

Document Number 15.

POLICE DEPARTMENT
CONFIDENTIAL DIVISION
File No. 6335

To All City Services

"I am conveying to you the following order of the Police Department
Headquarters for strict compliance with its orders."

Athens, December 15, 1942
Angel Ebert, Chief of Police

"An impression exists that police are not showing results regarding the
persecution of the EAM-ELAS anarchistic elements. It is necessary to overcome
this prevailing impression. We must create the impression that the police are
not falling short in this matter. The collaboration of the police and the
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Evzone battalions is an indispensable element for the success of the purpose
explained and it must be complete and absolute.

"I request that you follow up thoroughly the strict fulfillment of this
order and that you take the indicated measures."

A. Sabanis
c) Avramides is appointed Military Commander of Salonika. On November 30, the
Salonika EAM took the following steps before the governor of Macedonia, Mr.

Modis:

Document Number 16.

"We officially charge Mr. Modis that officers of the EDES are conferring
with the purpose of disturbing the peace and of proceeding at the proper time
to a coup-d'etat in the hope of causing our English Allies to intervene. They
are supplying themselves with arms. Mr. Avramides, residing at Mo. 2
Chrisochoou Street, calla together officers and citizens, distributes to them
EDES badges, and urges them to be ready for action.

"As a result of the above, the EAM will consider Mr. Avramides responsible
for any unlawful acts which may occur in Salonika, and, consequently, we
begged Mr. Moils to convoy our warning to the Government and to Mr.
Avramides. The EAM declares that the people of Macedonia, who have fought so
hard for their liberty, are watchful and are determined to preserve with all
their power the order and security ensured by the National Citizens' Guard
and to crush every attempt for a coup-d'etat which will endanger liberty.

"In answer, Mr. Moils states that he is opposed to any unlawful activity
and that he considers as enemies of the country all those who plot against
the security of the people.*

(See newspaper "ELEFTHERIA")

d) Mr. Modis is appointed the representative of the Government in Macedonia.
The following is what Mr. Modis propagandized during the occupation:

Document Number 17.

"The best guarantee for Greece is the admiration of Adolph Hitler in our
country. We have every reason to believe that our country will occupy the
best position In the New Order."

(From Mr. Modis' article in "ETOHOS" of Florina of November 14, 1942).

e) Two hundred and fifty officers of the reserve class of 1936 are appointed
to the newly-formed National Citizens' Guard. Of these, 90% are officers
of the Security Battalions. The expose of the scandal compels the
Assistant Minister of Mar to submit his resignation.

(See newspapers "ELEFTHERI ELLADA" No. 68, "MAHI", No. 70, etc,)

f) On the same day {November 24, 1944) Premier Papandreou stated in his order
of the day;

Document Number 18.
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"He extends the Premier's congratulations to the National Citizens' Guard
for its contribution to the success of the mobilization for the formation of
the National Guard."

{See newspaper "MAHI" No. 70)
II

Traffic in Atrocities

The Right attempts to poison the atmosphere by alleging that massacres
have been committed by the resistance forces in the Peloponnesus, Macedonia,
and elsewhere. Here is what responsible persons said;

a) On November 27, 1944, Premier Papandreou stated the following to
newspapermen:

Document Number 19.

"I regret the light-minded publication of monstrous news items. Some weeks
ago, it was written that thousands of executions had taken place in the
Peloponnesus after the Government was installed in Athens. The emotion felt
by all is easily understandable. A few days later this story was denied. Then
it was reported that thousands of executions took place in Salonika. This
report was also denied today. We are going through a transition period which
is proceeding to its end. The duty of all is not to hamper but to facilitate
the transition to normalcy. When we returned to Greece we asked two-month's
time for the restoration of the State and of the law. I repeat now that the
Greek Government will fulfill its pledge on time."

(See Newspaper "ELEFTHERIA" No. 63)
b) On the same day, Minister Garoufalias said the following:

Document Number 20.

"Mr. Costopoulos also responsibly assured the Government that absolute
order prevails in Eastern Macedonia and Thrace. The number of those who are
detained totals only a few dozens of persons who are accused of having
collaborated with the Bulgarians."

(See Newspaper "ELEFTHERIA" No. 65)

The Minister of the Interior, Mr. Manouelides, stated on November 21:

[Document Number 21.

"The National Government is much interested in the speedy restoration of
normal life throughout the country. In this, the left wing, i.e., the EAM and
the KKE are outstanding, as they are striving for this goal with absolute

sincerity.

"The information which I gathered is most satisfactory to me. Order is
everything. It must he absolutely preserved. The punishment of the traitors
of the nation and of the collaborationists will be an exemplary one. The
people should not have any doubt about it."
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(See newspaper "ELEFTHERIA" No. 57)
III

THE MOUNTAIN BRIGADE IN ATHENS

On November 8, the Mountain Brigade arrived from the Italian Front and was
quartered in Athens. Here la the record of this Division;

As is known, sections of the Greek Army were formed on the Egyptian Front
and they fought the conqueror bravely, and, together with the British Armies,
won the great victory Of El-Alamein, Their strength amounted to nearly
20,000. Those men, anti-fascist in their great majority, left Greece after
the German occupation and joined these units as volunteers.

On April 1944, those bodies protested against the fascistic handling of
Greek matters by the then government of Tsouderos. They asked for the
restoration of unity between the political world, that was holding high the
banner of the liberation fight in their enslaved country, and those who were
abroad. Also, they asked to continue their victorious fights on the Italian
front in Greece. That act of theirs was branded as "mutiny". The sections
were disbanded. The victorious anti-fascists are dying slowly in the medieval
military camps of the African desert, but their faith in the ideals of
liberty and democracy remains unshaken. We promise to show through another
WHITE BOOK how that "mutiny" like this "mutiny" which we are examining, is
rooted in a secret but relentless fight waged by the dark forces of fascism,
stealthily or in the open, against the forces of liberty and democracy. We
also promised to bring to light the attempts of the Reaction - native or
foreign - to suppress the liberation efforts of our people.

So, after the disbanding of the army formations in Egypt, the Papandreou
Government, before the ministers of the Left had joined it, managed to select
only about 3000 volunteers and formed the Mountain Brigade, with monarcho-
fascistic cadres. This Brigade received its war baptism on the Italian Front
and from there (for what reason?) was transferred to the heart of Athens.

Iv

WAR CRIMINALS ARE PROTECTED

The collaborationists and the traitors are going about free and are acting
in a provocative manner. This is what a Police communique stated, on November
30:

Document Number 22.

Last night the Alien Division Service attempted to arrest certain
collaborationists who are wanted.

These collaborationists, who numbered at least eight, entered a taxi in
front of the Hotel "Mitropolis". Hardly had the policemen stopped the car at
the beginning of Piraeus Street when they were subjected to shooting and hand
grenades. There followed a clash which resulted in the killing of the police
captain G. Christodoulakis and in the wounding of three policemen. Four were
arrested and their guns and hand grenades were seized by the police. They
belonged to the Special Security corps and to EDES and were supplied with
EDES' military passes for Preveza. Among the arrested was C. Makridimitriou
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alias Minas Kathreptis, Special Security agent, who was wanted for a
multitude of crimes.

v

THOSE WHO THREATEN TO PROVOKE CIVIL WAR

In the midst of a tense atmosphere
a} Premier Papandreou declared the following on November 27:

Document Number 23.

"We are struggling to prevent a civil war. We are grateful to those who
are assisting us in our efforts. But we protest and we accuse those who with
inexplicable frivolity are leading every day to civil war. For, there are,
unfortunately, newspapers and members of the ruling class who are criticizing
us because we are slow in bringing it about.

"We remain indifferent to the mass hallucinations of a part of the ruling
class and we will continue our efforts to serve the permanent interests of
our country and the people, which consist In the stabilization of our
National Unity. We are optimistic for the future, despite all the wooers of
disorder and the prophets of disaster."

(See Newspaper "ELEFTHERI ELLADA" No. 70}
b) Broadcast of the Athens Correspondent of the London Radio Station:

Document Number 24.

He extolled the law-abiding attitude of EAM which backs with all its power
the national Government.

In the same broadcast he stressed that the unanimous decision of the
people is to arrest all traitors to the nation, whose number is not large.

(See newspaper "ELEFTHERIA" No. 57)
c) The Secretary of the Communist Party of Greece, G. Siantos, addressing
hundreds of thousands of people on the twenty-sixth anniversary of the KXE

(Communist Party of Greece) declared on November 19:

Document Number 25.

"Today, we are free but our task is not ended. Many more and bitter
struggles will be required so that the people's conquests and their sovereign
rights wlll be fully safeguarded. The internal reaction, all those who placed
their pocketbooks above the interests of the country, those who collaborated
with the Germans, the Italians and the Bulgarians, those who had armed with
German arms an illiterate and hungry populace and given them as a means of
livelihood the slaying and betrayal of thousands of fighting patriots, all
these are still conspiring today against the tranquility, the normalcy and
the reconstruction of our land. They continue to arm gangs whom they turn
loose to kill the people, they seek to create chaos and to profit by it. They
are organizing a coup-d'etat to overthrow the Government of National Unity,
to check the work of normal evolution and to Install a new fourth of August
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regime (Metaxas Dictatorship) again headed by the Glucksburg dynasty. For
this purpose, they are plotting, intriguing, and slandering our cause to our
great Allies, especially to our British Allies. They ask them, in the name of
the 'EAM peril' to strike the name of the Greek people from the roll of the
Allied Nations, so that Greece may be considered an enemy of the Allies and
be occupied as such.

"These are the patriots, who, today, are shouting for a 'big Greece'.
Having profited as much as they could from the German, Italian and Bulgarian
occupation they seek now to exploit our British Allies for similar purposes.

"We believe that it is impossible that our British Allies should be swayed
by such suggestions. We believe that they remain - and that they will
continue to remain — true to the principles of the Allied cause, friends and
supporters of our people.

"Those 'Greeks' who are destroying the independence of the country for
their own personal and partisan ends should knew that they are striking at
the most sensitive chord of the Greek people. At the time these men were
licking the boots of the Germans, the Greek people proved that they had won
their independence through their valor, and that they are worthy to keep it
and to safeguard it.

"The Greek traffickers in patriotism, {he further said) may continue their
debaucheries at the expense of our National honor and self-respect; they may
provoke a civil war and heap new calamities upon Greece, but they will not
succeed in restoring a new fourth of August regime."”

He then stressed that the KKE {Communist Party of Greece) is the defender
of a normal, democratic evolution of the political life of the land, that it
fights dictatorial solutions, a fight which is indispensable for the
reconstruction of the land and for the progress and the welfare of the
nation. "We stand", he said, "and we shall continue to stand, by the side of
the major Allied Nations, England, the Soviet Union and the United States. We
are fighting by the side of the United Nations for the destruction and the
uprooting of fascism. We are struggling for a stable world-peace, peace,
built on the liberal and progressive spirit of the allied struggle. We are
fighting for the independence and the integrity of Greece. We stand by the
principles of self-determination for the peoples and for the peaceful
settlement of any differences with our neighboring countries. It is in
accordance with this principle that we seek the solution of our national
questions. We are seeking the strategic adjustment of our boundaries for the
safeguarding of our land from external threats. We participate in, and we
support the Government of national Unity, because we are basically in accord
with the aim of its program. We are supporting it upon the premise that it
will fight for the realization of the principles of the Lebanon agreement and
of its programmatic declarations.

"We believe that the first basic prerequisite for the enforcement of the
Government's program is the already known solution of the military question.
They ask," he said, "the dissolving of ELAS and of the National Citizens'
Militia. But, simultaneously, the reaction, whose objective is the
establishment of a dictatorship, is increasing its armed gangs, and is
striving, with all its unscrupulous means, to swing the Mountain Brigade and
the Sacred Battalion into a civil war against the liberties and the rights of

“ Editor's Note: The Metaxas dictatorship established by King George of Greece.
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the people. The ELAS and the National Citizens Guard have shown in practice
that they constitute an element of order and a guarantee for the normal
evolution of the political life of the country. If the ELAS and the National
Citizens Guard should be dissolved, who could guarantee tranquility and
normalcy? We agreed with the Premier's programmatic declaration on this
matter. We agree that all volunteer groups, which were formed in the interior
and abroad, should be demobilized and be replaced by one National Army: one
army which will be formed on the basis of regular military conscription and
whose cadres will be purged of traitors and fascists. This is really a
genuine solution which constitutes a guarantee to all sides, and, above all,
a guarantee for serving the nation's interests."

He then named the other prerequisites for the application of the
Government's program: The arrest and severe punishment of all traitors, the
dissolution of the Gendarmerie, all of whose healthy elements will find their
place in the new body of the National Guard, the purging of the Police and of
the entire State machinery.

"The solution of the economic question in a manner which safeguards the
interests of the broad masses of people, constitutes also a basic
prerequisite. We must have real monetary stabilization, confiscation of the
fortunes of big blackmarket operators, who became wealthy through
collaboration with the enemy, and, also, heavy taxation for those who grew
rich from the war and the occupation, There must be immediate and substantial
assistance to the Allies, immediate operation of factories, the
requisitioning of those factories whose owners are sabotaging production; aid
to the peasantry for the development of agricultural production, jobs for the
unemployed, through productive public works and their maintenance.
Stabilization and rebuilding only at the expense of our people's life is not
feasible."

"We are fighting," Siantos added, "so that a free plebiscite to determine
the political regime may be held as soon as possible. We believe that only
the solution of this question can free our country from the intrigues and the
disorders of the Glucksburg®' clique. In this manner only will we really enter
the path of normal evolution and will we avoid the danger of civil war. We
are declaring once more that we respect and we shall respect the people's
decision whatever it may be. We are fighting for immediate preparations to
hold elections for a Constituent Assembly since only in this manner shall we
really enter a normal political life and the true reconstruction of Greece."

d) The Secretary of the Control Committee of the EAM, fellow-fighter D,
Partsalides, said in an article in "ELEFTHERIA ELLADA" of November 20,
1944, (No. 63)

Document Number 26.

"....The EAM Parties and organizations which struggled at the head of the
nation and which share deeply the people's sufferings, know that there is but
one road to salvation: the road of normalcy end of order. This is the road
for the safeguarding of the people's sovereignty, for the preservation of
National Unity, for a Greece truly free, independent and happy, for a
democratic Greece, We shall continue this struggle to its victorious end. And
to this struggle, we are calling all democrats, all patriots in an invincible

" Editor's Note: Name of the family of King George of Greece.
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front. All United for the triumph of order and of normal democratic
evolution! Let nil Greeks join the fight for national renaissance. We shall
win for our cause is just, is sacred, 1B a Greek cause..."

e} On the other aide, the reactionary press paves the way for the
Intervention of the British forces. This is what was published in

"DEMOCRATIA" of September 9, 1944:

Document Number 27.

...... For absolutely exceptional reasons, we gladly accept the intervention
of our British friends in our internal affairs...,."

The stage is now set for the attack of the Right against the Greek people.
There remains the pretext. This pretext was the crisis provoked by the
military question.
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CHAPTER III

The Military Question

I

THE DISSOLUTION OF ALL VOLUNTEER UNITS

Regarding the organization of the army after the liberation, it had been
stated:

a) By the Lebanon agreement:

"All of us grant that guerrilla formations cannot be maintained
permanently and that we must proceed speedily towards the creation of our
National Army; which must be free from any influence of parties and
organizations. and must belong only to the nation obeying the Government's
orders."

{See more above, Doc. No. 1)
b) Through the Premier's speech on October 18, 1944

" In its concern to restore the Free Greek State, the Government will
seek the reorganization of the Nation's armed forces through strictly
national and military criteria, as defined by the Lebanon Contract.... The
basis of our National Army for the future, as has always been the case in
Greece and as is always the case with all free people, shall be regular,
military conscription."”

(See above doc. No. 10)

c) On November 22, Premier Papandreou decided on the total demobilization of
all volunteer forces. The volunteer forces included besides the ELAS and
EDE5 also the forces of the Mountain Brigade. The plan for this which was
initialed by Premier Papandreou stated in its article 2, par. 2:

Document Number 28.

"o, The men of the National Brigade shall be given indefinite leaves to
return to their homes...... "

d) On November 21 War Minister Mr. Manouelides said:

Document Number 29.

"o, The Government has decided to form a national democratic army which
will be composed only of those elements whose record was clean during the
fourth of August regime and the Gorman occupation. All existing armed forces
in the interior and abroad will be dissolved. In this manner only, as the
ministers of the Left also stated, is it possible to create a democratic
national army."

(See newspaper "ELEFTHERIA", No. 57)
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e) In his speech on November 19, (see above document No. 25) fellow fighter
Siantos, Secretary of the KKE said:

"We agreed with the Premier's programmatic declarations on this matter. We
agree that all volunteer groups . which were formed in the interior and
abroad, should be demobilized and be replaced by one National Army; one army
which will be formed on the basis of regular military conscription, and whose
cadres will be purged of traitors and fascists. This is really a genuine
solution which constitutes a guarantee to all sides, and, above all, a
guarantee for serving the nation's interest...."

II

WHY MR. PAPANDOREOU REFUSES TO SEE
THE MOUNTAIN BRIGADE DISSOLVED.

While everything seemed to be developing normally, Premier Papandreou
violated his own signature and declared that the Mountain Brigade and the
Sacred Battalion should not be included in the dissolution of the volunteer
bodies. But let Premier Papandreou give his own justification:

Document Number 30.

" But, we also were asked to dissolve, together with the demobilization
of the volunteer forces, the Mountain Brigade and the Sacred Battalion. There
was no such condition in our joint programmatic declaration. Our answer was
that the Mountain Brigade and the Sacred Battalion constitute a regular army.
Also, that the war is still going on and that these two military units of
ours are the only ones which we have available, until the organization of our
regular army, for participation in the common allied cause; and particularly
we notified them that this is the opinion of the British Government and of
the Allied High Command."

(Excerpt from his Proclamation which he had printed in Cairo and distributed
to the Greek people, by British soldiers, on December 7.)

III

A COMPROMISE SOLUTION

In their efforts to avert the crisis which was provoked through Mr.
Papandreou's violation of the agreement, the Ministers of the Left submitted
on November 27, a plan for a compromise solution. This plan and specifically
its article 2, said in part:

Document Number 31.

"....A section of the national army will be organized as a token of continued
participation In the common allied struggle and to participate also, if it is
required in the operations in the areas of Crete and the Dodecanese. The
existing Mountain Brigade, the Sacred Battalion and a section of EDES as well
as an ELAS Brigade, whose strength will equal the aggregate total strength of
the aforementioned forces and which will be equally armed, will participate
in this section of the National Army, which will also symbolize National
Unity..... "

Premier Papandreou published a plan, and claimed that it had been proposed
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by the Ministers of the Left. We are citing the plan so that Mr. Papandreou's
basic falsifications may be duly estimated,

Document Number 32.

"l) The ELAS, ELAN and EDES forces of National resistance will be
demobilized on December 10. The military formations in the Middle East will
also be demobilized before they return.

"2) Until our regular army is organized, and in order to continue the
participation of Greece in the common allied struggle, besides the Mountain
Brigade and the Sacred Battalion, there will also be organized from the
forces of national resistance a Brigade of ELAS and a proportionate unit of
EDES..... "

Iv

THE DEFINITE DEMOBILIZATION PLAN WHICH WAS
SUBMITTED BY THE MINISTERS OF THE LEFT

After the perfidious conduct of Mr. Papandreou, the Ministers of the Left
submitted a plan in which they asked for the enforcement of the Lebanon
agreement and proposed the disarmament of all volunteer units. The plan is as
follows:

Document Number, 33.

"l} The national resistance forces of ELAS, ELAN, EDES, the Mountain
Brigade, the Sacred Battalion as well as all military formations stationed in
the Middle East, including sections Of the gendarmerie in the Middle East,
will be demobilized on December 10.

"2) No demobilization of the guerrilla forces will be made In Crete as
long as the Island is a zone of military operations,

"3) All those who are demobilized will receive due moral and material
compensations.

"4) Only the Government has the right of military conscription, voluntary
or compulsory.

"5) All officers and soldiers detained in the Middle East are given
amnesty and will return to Greece as soon as possible, through Government
facilities.

"6) The officers and the men of the Gendarmerie will be placed under the
judgment of the Highest Military Council and of the other military councils,
Those officers and men who are found to be healthy elements will be inducted
into the new National Guard. Officers and men of the National Citizens Guard
who are considered qualified by the respective military councils will also be
inducted into the National Guard. Beginning this day and up to the time of
the purge the men of the Gendarmerie will be discharged from the service,
disarmed, and sent to their homes. Their equipment will be turned over to the
National Guard.

"7} The national Citizens Guard will surrender its authority to the
Provisional National Guard on the 16th and 17th of December, 1944, and will
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be demobilized in accordance with the orders issued. The class of 1936 is
drafted in all the provinces of the State.

"8) The Police Corps, at least as far as the higher cadres are concerned,
will be purged by December 10.

"9) The guarding of public institutions, prisons, warehouses and the
preserving of order and security in general will be conducted only by the
legal Greek forces,

"10) The execution of the above decisions of the Government is assigned to
the War Ministry.

"11l) The enforcement of the law regarding punishments will be speeded up,
so that the verdicts in the cases of the principal leaders of the national
betrayal, Rhallis, Lambrou, Pappadogona, Bourada, Plitzanopoulos,
Papathanasopoulos, Pangalos, Parthenios, etc, will be pronounced by December
18th,

"12) The reorganization of the functions of the State of Justice,
Administration and Agencies of Public Law, will be made very quickly,
according to the spirit of the Government's programmatic directives. The
administration of organizations will emanate from the free election of their
members.

"13) The holding, at the earliest possible moment, of the Plebiscite to
determine the political regime will be sought, always on condition that it
will be wholly genuine,

"14) On principle, gatherings, demonstrations and meetings are free.
However, the Minister of the Interior s authorized to take the following
measures;

"a) To allow demonstrations only with a permit. Indoor gatherings will
be simply announced, but the turning of such gathering into
demonstrations is forbidden.

b) To prosecute severely those who make illegal arrests.
c} To prosecute those who carry arms.

d) To forbid the inscription of slogans on walls. Places will be named
where the posting of printed matter and the placing of placards is
allowed.

e) To prohibit all organizations, or propaganda, in favor of fascism,
and in general any propaganda and action against the people's
liberties."

Athens, November 29, 1944

The Minister's Council

The President The Members
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v

WHAT IS THE GREEK PEOPLE'S
LIBERATION ARMY (ELAS)?

What is this ELAS, which patriotically agreed to dissolve, provided the
other armed forces should also be dissolved? At that time ELAS had a strength
of 50,000 men, while the strength of all the other units was about 10,000
men. Regarding its activity we are presenting a few facts from its long
scroll of honor.

a) The Commander-in-Chief for the Middle East sent the following message on
June 22, 1943.

Document Number 34.

"The Middle East Commander-in-Chief has noted with satisfaction that the
EAM is fighting for the principles of freedom as defined by the Atlantic
Charter and he is cognizant of the brilliant achievements of the militant
resistance of ELAS against the invader, The Commander-in-Chief in the Middle
East follows Greece with keen attention and considers the Greek guerillas as
part of the forces under his orders. He will expect from them the speedy
execution of tasks assigned to them. He desires that a unified command be
formed in Greece to which his chosen liaison officer, Brigadier Eddy, will be
attached. His liaison officer will be responsible to him only, for the
planning and the execution of all military activities. Brigadier Eddy has
knowledge of all the detailed wishes of the Commander-in-Chief and the latter
has learned with pleasure that no difficulties exist now for their
realization, Brigadiers Eddy will be kept informed of all allied plans and
affairs. His Commander-in-Chief finds that only through the above described
means mill it be possible fully to coordinate the task of the Greek guerillas
with the plans of the army invasion of the United Nations."

b) Brigadier Eddy, head of the British military mission to Greece, said this
at the guerillas' Panthessalian conference hold in Pindus on July 7, 1943:

Document Number 35.

"o, The railroad, road and telephone communications were cut off for many
weeks. They were cut off at the time the Germans were sending reinforcements
to Greece... In the same period the Germans were shifting their troops in
Greece and in your region. Everything worked like a clock and the Middle East
Command is fully satisfied. On this occasion, I am conveying to you General
Wilson's congratulations and thanks.

"...We all are conversant with the Atlantic Charter. It will ho respected by
all peoples who are fighting for liberty.”

(See newspaper “FLAMBOURO”, No. 2)

c) The command of Eastern Thessaly on July 7, 1943, transmitted the following
message of the Middle East Allied Command:

Document Number 36.

"l I wish to convoy to all ranks of the guerilla army in Greece my sincere
congratulations and thanks for the recent big Greek successes all over
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Greece. Those operations of theirs, skillfully prepared by us and executed
with great precision by you, contributed and were conducive to the successes
of the Allied armies in Sicily. The Axis, having been misled, imagined an
attack in the Balkans. Its reinforcements in men and airplanes, originally
intended for Italy, were preoccupied in the Balkans. Their attention was
turned to Greece and a big convoy passed into the Mediterranean without any
trouble. I realize that the guerilla operations were not without danger and
that the non-combatant population suffered a great deal. Please convey to
them and to the population of Greece my appreciation for their devotion to
their comrades in arms. The war is gradually drawing to its certain end. The
end will be the unconditional surrender of the Axis..... I demand continuous
confidence and absolute devotion to the military leaders of the Allied armies
in the Mediterranean, one of which is the Guerilla Corps in Greece. Bravo to
the guerillas."

d) Also on July 18, 1945, the Commander-in-Chief in the Middle East sent the
following messages:

Document Number 37.

"General Wilson requests that all operations cease immediately. Thanks to
the brilliant operations of the guerillas in Greece the attention of the Axis
was diverted from large convoys and operational concentrations in the
Mediterranean. Axis reinforcements were compelled and they are still
compelled to move to the Balkans, thus allowing the operations in Sicily to
proceed according to plan. The Commander-in-Chief expresses his sincere
thanks to all Greeks. General Wilson now requests that all guerillas remain
quiet and that they turn their energy to the selection of additional guerilla
enlistments, reequipment and training for future developments, the dates of
which are not yet known. The only exception to the above, regarding certain
tasks requiring small independent operations, is included in special
instructions to Brigadier Eddy."

e) In a message to the Greek people, October 10, 1944, General Wilson said to
the Greek people:

Document Number 38.

"The Germans are withdrawing from Greece and the heroic Greek guerillas
are by day and night harassing their retreat... The brave contribution of the
Greek guerillas to the cause of Greece and of the Allies will never be
forgotten."

f) This is what Foreign Minister Anthony Eden said in his greeting message to
the Greek people:

Document Number 39.

"You have repulsed and defeated the invader. The glorious achievement of a
small country in a dark hour deserves to take its place in your long and
proud history."

VI

THE OTHER "GUERILLA" GROUPS

"When the ELAS began its first blows against the conqueror and when the
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first little islands of Free Greece were being created, some other '"guerilla"
groups sprang up. All those groups, put together, did not number 10,000 men,
during the liberation struggle. They are known under the names: EDES (Zervas)
in Epirus, EKKA (Psarros) in Sterea Ellas, (Central part of Greece), PAO
(Poulos) in Macedonia, EES (Kissa-Badjak - Kyr. Papadopulos) in Macedonia,
National groups of Greek guerillas (A. Fostirides - Tsaous Anton) in Eastern
Macedonia and Western Thrace, and other groups. How they were organized, by
whom they were organized, by whom they were lavishly armed and financed, for
what purpose they were formed, and finally, whether they contributed to the
cause of the allied fight and the liberation of the country - all this will
be the subject of another book.

However, since during the entire struggle and especially on the eve of the
present conflict, ELAS was accused of having made an alliance and of having
collaborated with the Bulgarian armies (this fact would trouble the Greek
people, who suffered terribly from Bulgarian militarism and fascism), we feel
that we must present some data showing where this accusation was fabricated:

1) The Headquarters of a high liaison officer of the Allied military mission
attached to the ELAS' General Command conveyed the complaints of the
Middle East Allied Command:

Document Number 40.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE LIAISON OFFICER
OF THE ALLIED MILITARY MISSION.

Attached to the ELAS G.C. September 30, 1944
No. M. K. 65

To the ELAS' General Command

"In continuation of communication M.K. 64-30-1944, I have the honor to
inform you that Unit 133 informs me that the General Command of ELAS and also
the ELAS of Drama are violating the specific orders of the Allied Command and
the present Greek Government, for they are not cooperating with Chieftains
Groups in Eastern Macedonia for the maintenance of order and law.

"I have been authorized by Unit 133 to bring to your attention the
following: The ELAS of Drama cooperates with Bulgarian bandits against
British and American officers, as well as against guerillas who are
recognized by the Allies and the Greet Government as a section of the Greek
guerilla National Army. The chieftains' groups are the only regional force which fought
well against the Germans. Detailed reports are sent daily to the Highest Allied
Command. The leaders, and those from whom they are receiving their orders,
are assuming personal responsibility, for the present detrimental condition
as well as for the fact that British and American officers are substantially
under detention in accordance with orders of EAM-ELAS and the Bulgarian
partisans."

A. Edmond
2) The ELAS’ General Command answered as follows:

Document Number 41.
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E.L.A.S.
GENERAL COMMAND
No. E.P. 9719

To the Allied Military Mission.

"We have the honor to request that you kindly transmit the following
telegram:

a) Premier and War Minister Papandreou STOP
b) Commander Unit 140 STOP;

“Beginning STOP Group of Macedonia Divisions reports STOP Rumor agreement
EAM and Bulgarian Government utterly false and groundless STOP On the
contrary Bulgarian Army remains in Strimona line STOP with excuse it has been
ordered to do so by an ally STOP Please inform us whether this true STOP ALso
Bulgarian army attacking ELAS forces STOP Alleging this was demanded by
Allied liaison officer Miller STOP Request your order cessation any attack on
part of Bulgarians and Tsaous-Anton groups cooperating with them against
sections of ELAS STOP General Sarafis STOP October 10, 1944 End”

Headquarters General Command, October 10, 1944
Respectfully

Stephano Sarafis

Costas Despotopoulos, Major General

3) Here is a document which tells us exactly who meant to fight side by side
with the Bulgarian armies and who had mediated such an agreement:

Document Number 42.

SIPSA September 14, 1944 5 p.m.
To Mr. Theodore Micropoulos, Chief of the Vice Command in Bairam-Tepe.

"Today, through the mediation of Major Miller, we came in contact with a
representative of the Bulgarian Military Commander of Drama, Negotiations
with duly empowered Bulgarian officers will start nine o’clock tomorrow in
Drama. We have set as the basis for negotiations, the following:

“1l) The keeping of order by the Bulgarian Military authorities until further
decisions are reached in Drama;

"2) The seizure by us of the villages around Drama so as to prohibit the
entry of the Communists there;

"3) The parade of a group of our guerillas in Drama, said group to leave the
city after an address to enlighten the people.

"In view of the above, I beg that you avoid any collision with the
Bulgarians of Nikiforou and vicinity. Similarly, we request that you keep

your force concentrated on Zariez and ready to move at the first order."

The Commander
(TS) Signed An. Fostirides, (Tsaous-Anton)

4) We give below the test of the agreement between Tsaous-Anton, Commander of



30

the National Groups of Greek Guerillas and General Sirakof, Commander of
the Second Corps of the Bulgarian Army.

Document Number 43.

Agreement

"On this, the 18th day of September 1944, the following agreement was
concluded in Drama between the Commander of the Bulgarian Armies of Eastern
Macedonia and Western Thrace and the Commander of the Greek Nationalist
Guerillas:

"1l) The Commander of the Second Corps of the Bulgarian Army assumes the
obligation to remove all groups of Greek Guerillas which are now found in
inhabited areas in Eastern Macedonia and Western Thrace where there are
Bulgarian garrisons and in the future not to permit the entry of such
groups into said areas. The above will be executed by the 20th of
September, 1944, for the cities of Drama and Kavalla, and by the 22nd of
September, for the other inhabited places.

“2) The General Commander of the Nationalist Greek guerillas assumes the
obligation not to allow the entry of his groups or of individuals into
inhabited places where Bulgarian armies remain.

"3) In the event that Bulgarian armies should enter an inhabited area where
there are guerilla groups with the intention to remain, the Greek
guerillas must withdraw from that inhabited region. If the Bulgarian
armies happen to be simply passing through some village, the Greek
guerillas will give them all possible assistance. On leaving the inhabited
region, the Bulgarian armies must notify the local Greek authorities so
that the guerillas may return speedily.

"4) The two contracting parties undertake the obligation to cease
hostilities, to maintain friendly relations and to give mutual assistance.
The same contracting parties must insist that their soldiers and guerillas
mutually avoid every provocation. In case of incidents, these will be
settled by the Commander of the Bulgarian army and the Commander of the
Greek Nationalist guerillas, when it is not possible to settle them in the
localities by the local commanders of the Bulgarian armies and the Greek
guerillas.

"5) All roads and railroad lines must be free for the use of the population
and the Bulgarian armies.

"6) The Greek guerillas and the Greek population must conduct themselves
impeccably toward the Bulgarian population and must avoid every act of
force.

“7) In the inhabited places where Bulgarian armies are stationed, the
Bulgarian armies must give their assistance to the Greek political
authorities established there.

"Both contracting parties express their full satisfaction over the
agreement concluded and they give their assurance that they will do

everything possible for its scrupulous observance:”

The General Commander of the The Military Commander of the
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National groups of Greek Guerillas 2nd Corps of the Bulgarian Army
(T.S.) (Signed) A. Fostirides (Signature) Sirakof

5. We give below the order through which these ''guerilla" bodies were
organized:

Document Number 44.

GENERAL COMMAND OF ORVILOU
Central Commander: Antonios Fostirides

ORDER
"As per instructions of the General of the Middle East Command.

“The guerilla bands are changed into a purely military class and their
ranks are fixed as follows:

"l) General Commander, rank of general, Antonios Fostirides (Tsaous-Anton)
"2) Vice-Commanders, rank of Lieutenant Colonel.

1) Karavsiloglou, Anastasios, Lieutenant Colonel 2) Pehlivanides, Thomas,
Lieutenant Colonel 3) Tsakirides, Theodore, Lieutenant Colonel, 4)
Avramides, Anastasios, Lieutenant Colonel 5) Papadakis, Michael,
Lieutenant Colonel 6) Karatasios, Vangelis, Lieutenant Colonel.

The group leaders are called platoon commanders and have the rank of
second lieutenant.

1) Platoon Commander Constantine Courtides, second lieutenant;

2) Platoon Commander Anastasios Anastasiades, second lieutenant)\

3) Platoon Commander Alexandros Papadopoulos, second lieutenant;

4) Platoon Commander George Kalpakes, second lieutenant;

5) Platoon Commander Haralambos Ch. Panayiotou, second lieutenant;
6) Platoon Commander Theologos Karapouyioucoglou, second lieutenant;
7) Platoon Commander Panayiotis Tsakalos, second lieutenant;

8) Platoon Commander Anastasios Topouzoglou, second lieutenant;

9) Platoon Commander Isaac Papadopoulos, second lieutenant;

10) Platoon Commander Ulysses Macrides, second lieutenant.

"The following, stationed at the headquarters of the Vice-Commander at
Kara-Hero are given the rank of Major:

"l) John Avramides, 2) Kyriakos Lazarides
Tsal-Dag, April 15, 1944
The General

(Sign.) Antonios Fostirides (Tsaous-Anton)

6) And here is a sample of the collaboration between the various "guerilla”
leaders:

Document Number 45:

Salonika, September 8, 1944
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"Dear Fellow-countrymen:

"Great was our joy when we learned that the Pontian* element is also
leading there in the fight for Country and Faith,

"We are proud of you, our dear brothers, and are united with you in
spirit.

“Here, in the remaining part of Macedonia, we all are united under the
flag of the Notional Greek Army, an organization which we, the genuine
patriots of the countrywide have founded, our pioneer leaders and men being
Greeks from Pontus who ore shedding their pure blood for the ideals of our
race, This is honorable blood.

"The fight waged today, which was also waged in the Pontian and Albanian
mountains by our men, must be recognized and in order to have it recognized,
we must be united now and in the future,

"We are all, in reality, the children of EDES and with your assistance we
hope to add very soon the D which is missing from our EES.

“Warm greeting to all the boys and especially to your Commander Lieutenant
Colonel Mr. Sfessos Thomas. Farewell.”

The General Commander of EES of Macedonia
(Sign.) Kissa-Badjak
(Kyr. Papadoupoulos)

The Vice-Commander of EES of Macedonia
(Sign.) Joannides Leonidas, Officer

7} Tsaous-Anton tells his aims in his communication to the Bulgarian Government.

Document Number 46.

"To the Bulgarian Government, Tsal-Dag Headquarters.

"I, the undersigned, Commander Antonios Fostirides, do hereby declare that
I have not any intention of coming into conflict with your detachments which
are in the vicinity, as our purpose is similar. My aim is to destroy here, in
the vicinity, the adventurer-communists who are plundering the peasants, but
should there be police reinforcements, I am disposed to attack you with
various arms and with a force of (5) five thousand men.”t

The Commander
(Sign.) Antonios Fostirides (Tsaous-Anton)

The papers numbered from 42 to 46 were found in the Headquarters of
Tsaous-Anton and came into our possession after the dissolution of his
forces.

* Editor's note: Greeks originating from the Black Sea littoral.

"NOTE OF EDITOR

In the last three lines of this communication of Tsaous-Anton there are
confusing typographical errors in the Greek edition but it is clear in these
lines that he is interested in destroying the communist "adventurers".
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At this point, we must recall that on the eve of the clash, Mr. Tsaous-
Anton was invited to Athens. He stayed as an "official" guest, just like Mr.
Zervas, the Commander of the EDES, at the sumptuous hotel “Grand Bretagne"
and, again like Mr. Zervas, he became the object of the admiration and
jubilation of the entire Reaction and its newspaper organs.

VII

GENERAL SCOBIE INTERVENES

At this point, and while the Government crisis threatened to break out,
General Scobie called the representatives of the ELAS and asked them to sign
immediately the dissolution of the guerilla corps. The ELAS spokesman,
General Sarafis, answered as follows:

Document Number 47.

" Whole sections of insular Greece, and specifically, Crete, are still
groaning under the Hitlerites' yoke. Eight thousand Germans in Crete are
carrying out raids against the villages, which are being liberated, and are
committing atrocities against the Cretan people. Simultaneously other German
forces in the Dodecanese are committing monstrous crimes against the Greek
population.”

In continuing, General Sarafis remarked that ELAS la a national army, that
it functions under the immediate orders of the Greek Government and is
subject to the immediate orders of the Greek Government. Consequently, he
emphasized to Mr. Scobie, that, according to the existing Greek military
regulations, in order for him (General Sarafis) to sign the demobilization
order of ELAS, it would be necessary that an appropriate order first be
issued by the Greek Government. Under these conditions and only if the order
were issued by the Greek Government, General Sarafis added, would it be
possible to consider the matter of signing for the demobilization requested
by General Scobie.

Inasmuch as no decree was issued by the Greek Government, General Sarafis
refused to sign the order, which at any rate, would have to be signed at the
headquarters of the General Command,

(See newspaper "ELEFTHERIA", No. 66)
VIII

GENERAL SCOBIE ORDERS THE DEMOBILZATION OF ELAS

Churchill Approves

In continuation, General Scobie circulated on December 1, a general order
dated November 1944 (day not mentioned). In it, although the military
question had not been solved by the Greek Government, which alone could
settle it as the government authority, he ordered the dissolution of the
guerilla forces. His order read as follows:

Document Number 48.

" To all officers and men of the Greek Resistance.
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"The time has come, after the termination of your heroic and successful
fight against the German conqueror, when the National Guard, which is now
being formed, is to undertake the responsibility of maintaining law and order
all over Greece, and you are to return to your hearthsides.

"I am counting on you for the execution of the Greek Government's
instructions in an orderly fashion and in a spirit of full and cordial
cooperation as becomes soldiers. Then you will be free to return honored to
your hearths, conscious, that you have faithfully done your duty.

"I am convinced that all of you, who have suffered so many hardships and
fought so long and so bravely for the liberation of your land, will perform
these last duties without any hesitation or delay. In doing so, you will be
strengthened and encouraged by the knowledge that you will hasten the moment
when Greece will reap the fruits of victory and when she will enjoy the peace
and the happiness which she has so nobly won by her heroism and the many
tribulations which you and the entire Greek people have suffered.”

Ronald Scobie
Commanding General of the
Allied Land Forces in Greece

On the same day General Scobie issued the following message to the Greek
people:

Document Number 49.

"The British Armies come to your land for three purposes:

First: To help you to drive out the conqueror.

Second: To bring you food and other material.

Third: To help you restore your land to prosperity and to its former
grandeur.

"You will 'be the first to appreciate that whether we succeed or we fail
in our endeavor, these efforts are offered in a spirit of true friendship and
respect for a bravo ally, and this at a time when we are continuing a violent
struggle against a powerful enemy.

"The first purpose has been almost achieved. The enemy has been driven out
from continental Greece.

“The second purpose is being carried out with every possible means.
Despite the fact that the sea is full of mines and that the ports are damaged
and communications destroyed, great progress has been made in the six weeks
after the first landing.

"The success of the third purpose depends on the establishment of the
Greek Government’s authority throughout the entire land and the restoration
of confidence on the part of the people. I am determined to achieve, as far
as I can, the realization of the aims, which have been assigned to me by my
Government.

"I am an enemy of terrorism, of force and of tumult, regardless of their
source. I am convinced of the friendly sentiments toward us of the great
majority of Greeks.
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"I am also convinced that there is no freedom of speech or of the press in
many parts of this land, but that terrorism and deceit still prevail. All
this impedes the just distribution of food and relief supplied by the Allied
Governments. It is for this reason that I am sending you this message so as
to convey to you the assurance of my sympathy and my support. I am depending
on the assistance of all Greek men and women who are really and honestly
interested in their country.

"I stand firmly by the present constitutional Government until the Greek
Government shall be established with a lawful armed force at its command and
until it shall be possible to hold free elections. If all of us together fail
to achieve this, the currency will not he maintained on a stable basis and
the people will not be fed. I will protect you and your Government against
any attempt at a coup-d’etat regardless of its source, or against other
violent and unconstitutional acts.

"Rest assured that Great Britain, an island people, entertains a deep love
for Greece, its old ally, and that it will protect her.

"I will help you to protect your present frontiers until the time when
your national forces are in a position to undertake this. I want you to
believe me that the sentiments of my country are sincere. We only wish to see
you again a free, happy and prosperous country, where you will be living
peacefully among yourselves and with your neighbors."

Finally, the following statement was made at 10 Downing Street, on
December 4.

Document Number 50.

“The Prime Minister wishes it to be known that General Scobie's message of
December 1 to the Greek people, stressing the necessity for unity and
demonstrating our full support for the present Greek Government, was made
with the full knowledge and the full consent of His Majesty’s Government.”

(See official information bulletin of the Undersecretary of Press and
Information issued on December 5, 1944.)

IX

THE MINISTERS OF THE LEFT RESIGN

After General Scobie's open intervention, the Ministers of the Left
submitted their resignation and made the following statements:

a) Statement of Svolos:

Document Number 51.

"Mr. President,

"As is known, I have exerted every effort to find solutions which would
give indispensable security to all and which would also support the
Government of National Unity. I have not succeeded. Mutual distrust continues
and this is vital. Today, I have no other alternative but to ask you to
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accept my resignation. I have always believed in the absolute necessity of
full national unity and I trust that it may be again achieved for the sake of
our people and the tranquility of political life.”

With great esteem
A. Svolos

b) Statement of Tsirimokos:

Document Number 52.

"Our resignation was indispensable for the clarification or the situation
which reached an impasse through the failure of all efforts to achieve a
solution of the military question which would satisfy popular demands. The

fervent desire and wish of all iS that the clearing of the atmosphere and the
crisis provoked by it may lead to solutions which will avert the danger of on
armed break and will really insure normalcy.”

c) Statement of Zevgos (Minister of the Left)

Document Number 53.

"I heard General Scobie’s message. I believe that such actions, so
frequently resorted to by Mr. Scobie, do not contribute to the normalcy of
our political life. A few days ago, he called me and our fellow-fighter
Svolos, the Minister of Finance, to his office, and there, in the presence of
the British Ambassador, asked us, in ultimatum fashion, to submit to him
within 24 hours a responsible statement that we do not approve acts of
violence.

"It is needless to tell you, that as Ministers of an independent nation’s
government, we refused to enter any such discussion. Other activities which
ended in the resignation of assistant Minister Mr. Lambrinides showed Mr.
Scobie as seeking a one-sided composition of the national guard which is to
be staffed with non-democratic elements. The day before yesterday, we were
told that the Mountain Brigade, which was transferred to Athens from the war
front, is not being dissolved, because Mr. Scobie insists on this and has
sent a telegram to that effect. Today in his order of the day, he is asking a
one-sided demobilization. All those actions, which are contrary to tie
principles of the allied cause and which surely are not approved by our ally,
the Government of Great Britain, help create the present-day political
impasse facing our country, with the tragic consequences which are visible in
the background. The circles of the Right which provoke and strengthen, or
even tolerate these actions are doing the worst service to our country. I
believe that the highest debt owed to our nation and to our people, who made
such a contribution to the allied cause, compels us to defend the right
solution of the burning military problem. And this solution calls for the
demobilization of all armed forces of ELAS, EDES, of the Mountain Brigade,
the Sacred Battalion and the army formations in Egypt and for the creation of
a real National Guard which will be at the service of the nation and not of
the reactionary Right. The Greek people have before them all the facts and
are in a position to judge for themselves as to who defends their peace and
the normal development of their political life.”

(For the above statements see the newspapers "MAHI" No. 76 - and “ELEFTHERI
ELLADA" No. 74.)
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X

THE VIEWS OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF E.A.M.

Finally, the Central Committee of the EAM took the following decision at

its meeting of December 1:

Document Number 54.

"The EAM Central Committee, always adhering to the national and democratic
policy of the EA\M, is fighting today, too, for the preservation of the
Government of National Unity on the assumption that it will put into
immediate application its declared program and that it will lead the country
in safeguarding popular liberties through a speedy plebiscite and free
elections for the Constituent Assembly. But, it is seen that not only
pressing political matters are not solved, but reaction with its dark
activities, is complicating them and goes on to violent political solutions.
It is for this that the Central Committee of the EAM openly declares to the
Greek people its position on the political problems at issue:

1). On the military question. From the very beginning, the EAM agreed
unreservedly to demobilize the ELAS, on the condition, however, that the
other armed volunteer forces, EDES, the Mountain Brigade, the Sacred
Battalion and the army formations in the Middle East be dissolved also. In
view of the objections raised by our adversaries and in order to
facilitate an agreement; this Committee consented to discuss the matter of
the creation of a mixed national corps which would comprise all armed
forces. The difficulties which arose in the discussion for the realization
of such a solution and which are due to the attempt of the reaction to
preserve intact its armed forces so as to serve its anti-popular aims,
lead the Central Committee of the EAM to assert once more that the only
solution which serves the peace of the people and the cause of normalcy is
the total demobilization of all armed forces of ELAS, EDES, of the
Mountain Brigade, the Sacred Battalion and the formations of the Middle
East.

2. The enforcement of the Government’s decision on the purging of the police
and the retiring of the Gendarmerie from service. The purging, by December
10, at least of the high police cadres and the disarming of gendarmes and
sending them homo, until both are cleared by the military councils.

3. The immediate purging of the State's agencies of all fifth-columnists and
collaborators with the conquerors.

4. The immediate enforcement of the law regarding punishments. The fact that
the trials of the traitors, who openly conspire in Athens and the
provinces, have not begun as yet, constitutes a major confirmation of the

fact that the reaction is plotting against the people's liberties. It is a
matter of national honor and of moral orders of peace and of the security
of the people, that those trials begin even before December 10, and that
court verdicts be issued for a few dozen, at least, of the leaders of
national treason.

"The C.C. of the EAM expressing the people's wishes and interested in
their peace and liberties, demands the enforcement of the above which
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constitute an elementary guarantee for the smooth development of the
situation. The reaction denied these popular demands, because it is preparing
a coup-d'etat, civil war, dictatorship and a new 4th of August with the
Glucksburg”® dynasty.

"The C.C. of the EAM calls all democrats, all those who are concerned over
the peace and progress of the country, the entire Greek people, who offered
so many sacrifices and so much blood for their liberty, to thwart these dark
plans of the forces of reaction. The people must stand united in order to
guarantee the solution proposed by the C.C. of the EAM and so that we may
secure peace, the liberties of the people, and the unhampered development of
the land."

"Editor's Note: The Danish name of King George.
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CHAPTER IV
The Conflict
1

DICTATORSHIP IS COMING

1) On the same day (December 1, 1944) when General Scobie issued his order
for the demobilization of the guerilla forces, the following events took
place:

a) Premier Papandreou declared that the simultaneous demobilization of all
guerilla corps was unacceptable and that he rejected, even the creation
of a "mixed corps.” b) The Minister of Justice, Mr. Abraham,
arbitrarily abolished the People’s Justice® through his order 58,422. c)
The forces of the Mountain Brigade started skirmishes on the hills of
Hymettus between the Zographou and Kessariani neighborhoods. d) The
leader of the EDES, Zervas, left hurriedly for Epirus where his forces
were stationed.

2) The C.C. of the EAM confronted the aggressive mobilization of the right by
making public the following decision on December 2.

Document Number 55.

a) To appeal to the Governments of our Allies, Great Britain, the Soviet
Union and the United States.

b) To hold on all-people's meeting at Constitution Square on December 3,
1944, at 11 A.M, where the spokesmen of the parties of the EAM will
address the people.

c) To organize and declare a general strike on Monday, December 4.

d) To re-establish the Central Committee of the ELAS.

3) For the execution of the above decision, the Central Committee of the EAM
sent the following appeal to the Allied Governments:

Document Number 56.

a) "The Central Committee of the National Liberation Movement, which
includes in its ranks the large majority of the Greek people, has the
honor to address to the Governments of the great Allies, Great Britain,
the Soviet Union and the United States of America, the following appeal:

“The Greek people received with amazement and bitterness the order of
General Scobie, Commander-in-Chief of the Allied Forces in Greece, concerning
the dissolution of the guerilla groups, and his message to the Greek people.
Appreciating deeply the valuable contribution of the British armies for the
liberation of our country, and preserving a vivid memory of common struggles

(Editor’s Note: the judicial system and courts established by the EAM in Free Greece.)
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and sacrifices, at the time the invaders flooded our country, the Greek
people received with fraternal sentiments the British armies that came back
to Greece after the barbarous conqueror had been driven out.

"However, the unexpected intervention of the British General in a matter
which comes exclusively under the jurisdiction of the Greek Government - the
government of an Allied country, and its responsible members - would have
destroyed the prestige of Great Britain in Greece, were it not for the ties
which unite the Greek and the British peoples, ties which have been tested in
the past and which were strengthened recently in the course of the common
fight.

"In this common fight, the Greek people believe that they have the right
to be proud because they offered unreservedly their wholehearted
contribution, at the time the waves of fascistic and nazi invasions were
flooding Europe and when Great Britain was fighting back against them with
determined resistance. The Greek people did not hesitate to do their duty,
true to themselves and to their history, and in keeping with the ideals of
the great cause of the United Nations for the preservation of liberty and
democratic ideals. Alone and unassisted, the Greek people began to organize
their resistance as soon as the invaders trampled on the soil of their
country. Thanks to that resistance not even one Greek has been sent by the
invaders to any front, A national army, ELAS, was built under the
organizational guidance of the EAM. This army was principally armed with the
trophies of its struggles and sacrifices; it liberated a big part of our
country and had the satisfaction of seeing the Allies recognize its positive
contribution to the happy outcome of the Allied operations in the
Mediterranean.

"This army preserved order after the final ousting of the enemy and
offered and is still offering - as the interpreter of the wishes of the Greek
people of which it is the offspring - to continue its struggles for the
liberation of the Greek Islands, held as yet by the Germans, and to
participate in the allied struggle, which is being continued beyond the Greek
frontiers. It is the dissolution of this army, skilled and tested in war,
which constitutes a guarantee for order and normalcy, that is being asked,
without even a guarantee that its demobilization will not be utilized for the
unrestrained imposition of high-handed solutions which are contrary to the

sovereign will of the people. These solutions are Sought and concocted by
fifth-columnist circles, by war criminals who as yet go about unpunished, and
by old supporters of the Royal dictatorship of August 4.

"The EAM representatives in the Government of National Unity tried to
prevent these solutions by seeking the formation of a unified Greek Army and
the dissolution of all volunteer armed Greek forces without any exception;
they are convinced that only thus is it possible to achieve a lasting and
undisturbed political tranquility which is so very essential for the heavy
and difficult task of national rehabilitation and reconstruction. The
unexpected intervention of General Scobie, British Commander-in-Chief of the
allied forces in Greece, at a crucial moment of the intra-governmental
discussions, deeply wounds the feelings of the Greek people; and they are
especially wounded by the tying up of a political question with the question
of Allied aid in feeding the Greek people and stabilizing their national
currency. It also engenders the danger of civil strife, as it is obvious that
those who, through their persistent slander against our guerillas' liberation
movement, have helped bring about this intervention, will exploit it for
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their anti-popular aims.

“Expressing the firm conviction of the Greet people that it is impossible
that such intervention constitute the will of Great Britain, the Central
Committee of the EAM believes that the British Government, as well as the
governments of the Soviet Union and of the United States of America, who
signed the Atlantic Charter and the decisions at Teheran, will recognize the
right of the Greek people to decide for themselves their internal affairs, in
accordance with the expressed assurances of the British war chiefs."

Athens, December 2, 1944.

b) Also, the Central Committee of the EAM called an all people’s and
nationwide strike. The strike had a sensational 100% success.

c) It also called the peaceful mobilization of the Athens-Piraeus people
for a protest meeting on Sunday, December 3; although no permit was
necessary for this mass-meeting since it was assumed that democratic
institutions were in force, yet out of excessive regard for the law an
application was filed for a permit, which was granted.

II

MURDER

4) At eleven o'clock in the morning of Sunday, December 3, hundreds of
thousands of unarmed people expressed their will. In front of the monument
to the Unknown Soldier, at Constitution Square, they were murderously
fired upon by the gendarmes and the other fascistic groups, which had
fortified themselves under the protection of the British tanks at the 01d
Palace. Twenty-four died and hundreds were wounded by the murderous
bullets. This is how the correspondent of the “Chicago Sun" described the
massacre:

Document Number 57.

"o, It was a peaceful and absolutely unarmed protest of the people. In fact
women brought along even their little children. I saw with my own eyes the

events as they occurred under my window... The heroiSm of these people was
incredible. While the police were firing upon the unarmed demonstrators, the
mass of the crowd continued to march on erectly. Women and girls with a smile

on their “pS shouted even after their comrades were killed 'Long Live
Churchill! Long Live Roosevelt! Down with Papandreou! No King!'’"

5) On the following day, Monday, December 4, hundreds of thousands of people
attended the funeral of the victims. As the unarmed people were returning
from the funeral, a new murderous attack was opened against them by the
gendarmes, the men of the Security Battalions, the followers of EDES and
of the monarcho-fascists of the ”"X" organization. All of them were armed
with automatic rifles. The result of this new murderous attack was
additional hundreds of dead and wounded.

6) Concerning this slaughter, the C.C. of the EAM sent the following appeal
to governments of the major powers including the French Republic.

Document Number 58.
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"In our appeal of December 2, expressing the amazement of the Greek people
at the actions of General Scobie, Commander of the Allied Forces in Greece, we
gave warning of the dangers inherent in them. Unfortunately, we were not
proved wrong. The Papandreou Government bathed in blood the unarmed people of
Athens, while they were peacefully expressing their sovereign will at last
Sunday's mass-meeting. For this crime, it used not only the Police, but,
also, all those who criminally slaughtered the people during the occupation
of the barbarous leaders - the men of the Security Battalions, of the
Gendarmerie, and of the various traitorous organizations. Yesterday, when the
Athenian people held the funeral of the victims of the governmental murder,
the same tools, the sole backers of the Papandreou Government, again bathed
them in blood. This time, too, they fired from ambush upon the people who
were returning from the funeral. The Government of the murderer resigned
under the curses and the anathema of the people. And now the Greek people
learn with astonishment and with the deepest distress that Great Britain, our
great ally, backs up this moral and political rag so that he can remain as
the leader of the blood-stained Government. Today, the C.C. of the EAM again
considers it its duty to address to you a last appeal. The insistence upon
maintaining Papandreou in office forces the situation into an impasse. By
encouraging this murderous action, it brings us to the abyss of civil war.
After this murderous attack, Mr. Papandreou is an outlaw as far as the people
are concerned. Moreover, this insistence leads to a flagrant intervention in
the internal affairs of the country and is in radical opposition to the
declarations of the leaders of all the allied powers and to the Atlantic
Charter and the Teheran agreement,

"The entire Greek people, who shed their blood prodigally by the side of
the allies and all the united nations for the ideals of liberty, of
independence, and of democracy, demands to remain free and independent in the
settling of their internal questions.

"We are sure that all the freedom loving people will stand by the Greek
people in this holy struggle which they are determined to carry on.”

III

MARTIAL LAW IS DECLARED

7) General Scobie declares martial law.

Document Number 59.

“On December 1, 1944, I addressed to you a message asking your assistance
in the fulfillment of my task and defining clearly my attitude regarding
terrorism, violence and tumult.

"I confidently expected that my appeal would receive the wholehearted
support of all free thinking Greeks.

"I am sorry that this did not happen.

“A few minority elements clearly expressed the intention to sacrifice the
broader interests of Greece and to provoke, if possible, internal strife.

"In view of this, the Greek Government was compelled to put into effect in
Athens and Piraeus the existing martial law in accordance with the Greek
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constitution.

"I repeat that together with the great majority of the Greek people, I
stand firmly by the side of the constitutional Government, which I will help
with all the means in my power and until the Greek state can be established
with a legal armed force at its command, when the holding of free elections
will he made possible."

We must remark: a) Only through a decree of the Greek government and not
through the order of a foreign general can martial law be enforced. b) There
was no Greek Government. For its legal support, the Government had the
agreement of the entire political world at Lebanon. However, after the
Ministers of the Left were compelled to retire from the Government, the
majority of the Greek people, represented by the Ministers of the Left,
ceased to support the Government both in form and substance. c) At any rate,
in order to declare martial law, the necessary order must be published in the
Government Gazette, Instead of waiting for the decree, even of the Papandreou
pseudo-government, General Scobie had the order in question printed in Cairo
and his soldiers posted it in the streets of Athens. General Scobie then sent
the following message to the General Staff of ELAS:

Document Number 60.

From the Third Corps
041110B

To the staff of the First Corps of ELAS. Copies to: Headquarters 4th Indian
Division - 23rd Armored Brigade - 5th Infantry Brigade - 2nd Infantry Brigade
— 1st District - 2nd district, - 3rd district - 4th district - 5th area

XBLUSP, Third Corps Liberty Middle East GS (3) QMCMOMUTUG or R Liaisons’ wing
AKTY CNRSCSO ASPR.

S.0. 946 Secret to the ELAS General Staff.

"This order is issued following a request of the Greek Government. Due to
disobedient conduct during the disarming of units of the National Guard and
to disregard of my orders prohibiting ELAS from entering the district of
Athens-Piraeus, I am ordering all units of ELAS and of the National Citizen's
Guard (E.P.) to abandon the district which is included in the area from
Eleusis-Aspropyrgo-Liossia-Kifissia-the Marathon Dam-Palini-Coropi-Prasonisi
within 72 hours after midnight of the- 3rd to the 4th of December. This means
that no unit of ELAS or of National Citizen's Guard will be in this district

after midnight of the 6th to the 7th of December. After this hour, units of
ELAS and of N.C.G. found in said district, will be considered enemies. The
removal of units outside this district to the countryside will be communicated
to this staff. Any movement is prohibited during the night. Units of ELAS
outside this district will remain where they are; any movement toward this
district will be considered a hostile act. Attempts are being made at present
to disarm the gendarmerie in the district of Athens and Piraeus. From now on,
these attempts will cease. Beginning December 4 at 4 P.M. such attempts will
be considered as hostile acts and will be dealt with accordingly. Units of
ELAS which already occupy police quarters will be ordered to retire;

otherwise they will be forcibly driven out.”

EM OP Mort-Lake
General Staff, 1lst Corps ELAS
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Iv

PROTEST OF THE ELAS' CENTRAL COMMITTEE

The Central Committee of the ELAS on December 5, 1944, sent its answer
which reads as follows:

DOCUMENT NUMBER 61.

C.C. of ELAS
Number of Ans. 21

Via 1lst Army Corps

To
The Command of the 3rd British Army Corps

"In answer to your message No. 041110B, we have the honor to inform you of
the following:

"The political crisis of today and the resignation of our ministers is due
to violation on the part of Mr. Papandreou of the Lebanon agreement which
provided for the liberation of our land from the foreign invader and the
safeguarding of the people’s sovereignty.

"The Lebanon agreement and the programmatic declarations of Mr. Papandreou
were violated by the failure to punish traitors and collaborationists, by the
continuation of the entire machinery of the Quisling state and the
maintenance of a large part of those armed forces which were organized end
armed by the conqueror against the Greek people and the allied cause. An
obvious proof of the violation of the Lebanon agreement by the Papandreou
government is the fact that by proclaiming martial law it turned into a
dictatorial government. Such a dictatorial government represents the smallest
part of the Greek people and especially that part which collaborated
politically and militarily with the German invaders.

"In view of these facts, we believe that Your Excellency should not take
into consideration the request of such a Government and should not issue the
order in question, for in this manner you aresiding with a small minority of
Greeks and especially with that minority which collaborated with the Germans
against the allied cause, opposing the great majority of the Greek people who
struggled and fought by the side of the allies.

“Besides, we believe you understand that such a position is contrary to
the proclamations of the Atlantic Charter and contrary to the agreement of
Teheran and to the agreement of Caserta. It constitutes direct intervention
in our internal affairs, an action which is contrary to the basic principles
of the allied cause. We take this opportunity to emphasize that your
intervention cost the lives of many hundreds of dead and wounded during the
all people’s demonstration on the 3rd and 4th of this month.

"We are protesting against all this to you and to the allied governments
which you represent in our country.

"We cherish the hope that you will not want to enforce this order and that
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you will remain neutral in the fight waged by the Greek people for the
safeguarding of their liberties - especially since the forces against which
you are taking your stand are the forces which fought by your side, which
preserved order until your arrival in Greece, and which have always sought
peaceful solutions."

The C.C. of ELAS
v

OPEN ATTACK OF THE BRITISH FORCES

The war on the part of the British forces had openly begun and on December
6, the C.C. of the ELAS sent the following protest:

Document Number 62.

The C.C. of ELAS
General Staff - No. 65

To Lieutenant General Scobie, Commander
of the 2nd British Army Corps

Via the 1st Army Corps

"Yesterday afternoon, outside of Thebes, a small column of ELAS was fired
upon by British airplanes, resulting in two dead and wounded.

"For such a hostile attack of allied airplanes against the Greek army,
which is fighting by the side of the Allies, you bear a heavy responsibility,
not only toward the honest Greek people, who deserve a better fate at the
hands of the allied British forces, but also toward the entire allied world
and international public opinion.

"Your contention that you are protecting the Government and public order
constitutes an admission that you are defending a fascistic dictatorship of
that very small fraction of Greeks who reacted against the national
liberation struggle and who openly collaborated with the conquerors against
their country and the allied cause.

"Once more we are protesting and appealing to you to stop your
intervention in our internal affairs."

December 6, 1944.
The Central Committee of ELAS
General E. Mantakas
General Mr. Hadjimihales
George Siantos

VI

ELAS ATTEMPTS TO PREVENT THE
SPREADING OF THE CONFLICT

Finally on December 9, 1944, the Central Committee of ELAS tried once more
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to prevent the spreading of the war.

Document Number 63.

File No. 131

To His Excellency, Lieutenant Colonel Scobie,
Commander of the British forces in Greece.

"We have the honor of bringing to your attention the following:

"Despite our protests, conveyed in our communications, Reply 21, December
5, 1944 and Reply 65, December 6, 1944 in which we emphasized that the
British allied forces have no place in solving the internal problems of the
Greek people, and especially, by siding with that faction which collaborated
openly and fought side by side with the fascist invader, on the seventh
morning of this month, British tanks, artillery and airplanes attacked with
all their power the ELAS forces in the city of Athens. But, as if this were
not sufficient, your airplanes carried on a total bombing and machine-gunning
from low levels against the non-combatant population in the city blocks of
Athens, resulting in the murder of hundreds of innocent victims, many of whom

were women, children and old men. The people of Athena suffered NO such
cowardly attack even in the darkest days of their enslavement under the heel
of the most barbarous fascist invader. The latter, during the time of the
invasion as well as of the occupation, showed respect for the historic city
of Athens which, at the time of his withdrawal, he declared an open city. The
hostage-taking and the shootings of the Germans are pale in contrast to the
new methods with which you, the great British allies, attempt to suppress the
desire of a people to enjoy their liberty and independence, to which they are
more entitled than any other people since they won them with their blood and
sacrifices in their four year fight by your side against fascism. Following
the unjust attack which you started with all your power, we are compelled, by
the elementary right of self-defense, to order and to enforce throughout
Greece, military measures dictated by the military situation provoked by you.
Thus, we have forbidden, by order, the shifting of any of your fighting
forces in the country, and we will meet with force of arms any landing of
your forces in the period until our political situation clears up.

"It is easily understood that the above applies only in the case of combat
sections and not in the case of the British and other agencies whose task is
to get supplies to the Greek people and to further reconstruction work.

"We consider it our obligation to assure you that as long as your forces
in the capital as well as those in the interior do not move from their
encampments during the above stated period of time, they face no danger of
any kind.

“On the contrary, we are willing to afford every facility of sojourn and
food supply.

"General:

“We are again making a last appeal that you stop your armed intervention In
internal Greek affairs, so that there will be an end to the shedding of Greek

and British blood — a bloodshed which will open an unbridgeable gulf between
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two friendly and. allied peoples for a long time. Only in this way is it yet
possible for you to render valuable services to your country as well as to
the Greek people."

December 9, 1944

The Central Committee of ELAS
Mantakas, Hadjimihalis, Siantos

VII

MR. CHURCHILL FORBIDS THE RESIGNATION OF MR. PAPANDREOQOU

8. The Papandreou Government, drowned in the meantime in the blood of the
Greek people, submitted its resignation. Mr. Papandreou asked Mr.
Sofoulis, leader of the Liberals, to form a Government. On the fifth of
December, Mr. Sofoulis made the following statement, which was sent out by
the Reuter Agency.

Document Number 64.

On the evening of December 5th, Mr. Sofoulis declared:

“On the 4th of December, I was asked by Mr. Papandreou to form a new
Government, The left wing and the other parties consented to this, i.e., that
I head the Government. I agreed as I saw in this step a good solution for the
problems which had arisen. On December 5th, the British .Ambassador informed
me that according to the latest instructions he had received, the British
Premier was not in accord with any changes in the person of the President of
the Government in the present situation. General Scobie requested that I
support Mr. Papandreou and I told him that if I consented to support the
Papandreou Government this would mean that I would be supporting the
dictatorship, a thing which I cannot do."
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CHAPTER V

33 Days Of War

We present below a series of the most important documents exchanged
between the British forces and the Central Committees of EAM-ELAS during the
days of the war.

I

APPEALS TO THE ALLIES TO STOP THE WAR OF THE BRITISH FORCES

1) The Central Committee of the EAM on December 6th, addressed the following
appeal to the Ambassadors of the allied countries:

Document Number 65.

NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT
CENTRAL COMMITTEE
File Number 7662.

Athens, December 6, 1944
"To His Excellency, the Ambassador of......
"Your Excellency:

"We have the honor to submit to you the following report pertaining to the
situation created in our country and we beg you to be so good as to convey it
to your Government.

"Throughout the life of his Government, Mr. Papandreou, the President of
the Government of National Unity, by violating the Lebanon Agreement and
systematically organizing civil war, not only obstructed the purging of the
state machinery but also strengthened the fascist elements which during the
occupation collaborated with the Germans, enemies of the allies. Not even one
trial of collaborationists took place nor was even one war criminal punished.
Those who were arrested could escape whenever they liked, and the Security
Battalions, which were armed by the Germans and were denounced as treacherous
by the government of Mr. Papandreou itself, had arms in the buildings where
they were held. Furthermore, despite the left wing's proposals for
demobilization of all volunteer forces, the Papandreou Government sought to
disarm the resistance forces and to preserve the Mountain Brigade and the
Sacred Battalion, as their composition consisted of reactionary forces and
monarcho-fascist officers. Moreover, it sought to organize a National Guard
of 1936 conscripts with reactionary officers.

“By all these means, the reactionary Right sought to insure the
possibility of imposing a violent monarcho-fascist dictatorship.
Unfortunately, in this policy of his, Mr. Papandreou received the active
support of Mr. Leeper, Ambassador of Great Britain, and of Mr. Scobie, the
Commander of the Allied Forces.

"In accordance with the Caserta agreement, General Scobie has not the
right to intervene in the internal affairs of Greece, his duties being
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confined to the assistance of the Greek people for their liberation from the
invaders. Yet, by violating this agreement, Mr. Scobie acts as if it is a
matter of a conquered and not an allied, free and independent state. His
entire activity constitutes a series of provocative and humiliating
interventions at the expense of the national dignity and rights of the
people. He summoned Ministers Svolos and Zevgos and in the presence of his
Excellency, Mr. Leeper, asked them to make responsible statements on matters
which are the concern solely of the Greek Government. He intervened in the
matter of organizing the National Guard, whose duty is to preserve order, and
he attempted to staff it with reactionary and even with collaborationist
officers.

"He issued an order for the demobilization of the resistance forces,
invoking a non-existent Government order. While the Government and its
President, Mr. Papandreou, were deciding on the disarming and transporting of
the gendarmes to the provinces, Mr. Scobie was gathering not only the
gendarmes of the provinces but also all the collaborationists of Athens and
he was arming them. This open intervention on Mr. Scobie’s part strengthened
Mr. Papandreou in his policy of suppressing popular liberties; and thus,
collaborationist police officers and other collaborators of the Germane fired
from buildings of the police and Military Command and from the 0ld Palace
where the Under-Secretary of the Political Bureau of the Premier had his
headquarters, upon the unarmed population peacefully demonstrating in
Constitution Square on December 3rd.

“'They killed and wounded over two hundred citizens. On the following day,
they killed and wounded over one hundred more citizens, who were returning
from the funeral of the victims. In the face of this mass terroristic
slaughter, the people of Athens were compelled to undertake on their own, the
protection of their lives from the bands of collaborationist police officers,
security battalions, gendarmes, and other gangs which were armed and had
collaborated with the Germans. In nearly all precincts in Athens the police
surrendered their arms to the people. In fighting the police of Athens and
Piraeus, the people together with the sections of the ELAS army, disarmed the
gangs of collaborationists that were let loose by the government of Mr.
Papandreou. Unfortunately, Mr. Scobie intervened openly with British tanks to
protect the gendarmes. Simultaneously he declared martial law without a
government deci