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INTRODUCTION

As one of the phnondéaewaFanWadnmes
electridgan and union member with the International
Brotherhood of Electrical WorkerdBEW), startingas an
apprentice in 979, andadvancingto journeymann 1983.At
a Women in the Trades Conference in San Francisco, in 1983,
Iwas chosentoebead a group of trade:
Di pl omacy6 visit to the U.S. S
in that country for the sake of peace and friendshifnough
my coleader hadd drop out at the last minutegcontinued to
follow through, and lea@3 tradeswomen and four of our
children on this mission to the Soviet Unjdar three weeks
in spring of B84.(23 adults plus myself was the least number
I could bring, which allowed
what | worked fo, and succeeded.)

| found out that leading such tours can be quite
complicated, especially when going to the Soviet Union, in the
time of many different opinions about that counBgme of the
women werdi f i r m bie the Seweksysteim; some were
just going to learn, and make connections with the Soviet
tradeswaonen; others came along to comsha cause trouble,
and point out everything Abad
group, that , as weobve all bee
Soviet Unionish a d , and our enemy. 0 NEe€
seemed to be mainly to kette peace among our own group.

Still, 1 felt it was a good trip, and we all learned a lot, and
made our bid for peace between our peopledecided to
continue leading tours there.

On my tour the following year, 8%, | decided to take
two months off work, study the Russian language in
Krasnodar, USSR, for the first month, spend ten days alone,
visiting different contacts | had, artien meet up with my
group of23women for the finethree weeks.



| already spoke a Russian to an extent, since | had taken a
minor in Russian Languagm college, at @lifornia State
University in SacramentdCSUS) and also had had quite a
bit of tutoring in the languageSo | thought studying it in
Krashodar, would really be a greailan, especially if |
intended to continue leading groups to the Soviet Union.

| decided to keep a daily diary of my experiences this
time. The tour to study irkKrasnodarhad been et up by a
British group, which joined upwith in Moscow.It was very
inexpensive, only $600, which included seatdrain rides, all
hotel link-ups, and food, and a mofhstay at a pretty nice
hotel in Krasnodar, where we had daily classes at the
university there.l combined with that tour, myound trip
ticket to Moscow, via Ireland, which was paid for along with
the later tour, since I, as the tour leader tgogo free.From
my 1985 traveldiary, then, covering ourdeparturein late
August toour last evening itate Octole r o f 1 @b hert
it went.

TER Y

A fellow electrician and |



HOTEL MOSKVA IN LENINGRAD; TRIP TO
KRASNODAR

August 22nd-24thi | 6 m i n Hot el Mo s k v &
finally taking time to start this diariVhat a time these last
two days have beemaiting two hours in New Yok 6 s O Po
A u t h aerminaljooKate (my travel agent) to bring me my
overseas tickets and visa; taking a one and a half hour bus ride
through NewYork City to Kennedy Airportafter arrival by
Air Lingus in Ireland, waiting fivehours for a connecting
flight (Aeroflot) to Moscow; arriving with two other planes
full of Cuban and Syrian delegations so therefore spending
three and a half hours going through passport check and
customs in Moscow airport; then spending two more hours
getting to my hotel, traport for which | was given no
voucher!

Luckily I had sat with an Irish guy on Aeroflot, who had a
voucher for a tourist bus to Metropol Hotéltalked to the
people at thentourist office in the airport and they finally
agreed to let me ride on that buusMetropol Hotel, where |
could take a taxi for only} rubles to my hotel, Sevastopol.
Otherwise a taxi ride to Sevastopol Hotel, which was situated
the farthest away from ¢hairport, would cost about 20Qbles.

In fact it was about a half hour taxi édust from Metropol to
Sevastopol.

On the bus to Metropol | had had a long conversation with
a young Intourist employee. He was a person who would
defect to the U.S. in a minute if the apfunity aroseHe was
about twentyfive, dressed very western, himome, and
spoke excellent Englisttde began telling me how terrible life
in the Soviet Union isAt first his complaints centeresh the
new Aal cohol prohibitiond tha
resulted inno clubs existing now where young peopian
meet.



No one wants to go out and da
said. He felt that life for young people was so boring, in
contrast to America where he was sure life was very exciting
and wonderfulHe also said he had no freedom to dissent here,
and n America he could speak his mihdelt, however, he was
speaking his mind right here in Moscow on a crowded bus,
loud enough for many to hear.

But he continued to complain about the clothing and
goods available here, and the long lines you must stata in
get anything worthwhilel t ol d hi m t hat I r e
what problems people have here, but that the U.S. has a lot of
problems too and life is not so great as he thinks for many of
us.Even the wealthy, | told him, are nioee to walk safely at
night.

He said,i We | | here we can wal k sz
what! How boring! Walking around at night, without clubs
opene x cept those that serve juic

ABut what about t hedohnodnme |heasvse
them here, do you?o

ifBi g o0dehael ! | A Y qgdalletbese little rooms

homes?0

nwel |, I saw some | ast year
they were well furnished, warm, and seenm@de to me,
especiallyforl0u bl es or so per month. o

AWell, you ought tQmnersomegand he r
| haveto share the kitche and bat hroom with 7

i Yeah, |l 6ve seen those here |
are thousands of Americans who would be happy to live in
one warm room rather t han on ¢t}

inMaybe so, but i f | thatweoulde i n
never happen to me! o

ACoul dlI beeally di dnot need |



conversation after my long, hectic trip and so many hours

wi thout sl eeping. nwel |, I ne
nice talking to you!o | said.
AfYeah, gmoyouwmnctkr iop! o

ARnThanks. o

| rested, but could not really sleefpnd to make matters
worse, at the Metropol hotel, there were two guys with a car
who offered to drive me to the Sevastopol hotesaw it
wasnot a taxi and they mptlst C
asked how much, and they said 20 rubles or @flads. | said,
ANo thanks, ({Theattied ® argue with may louh . 0
| just took my luggage into the Metropol lobby and talked to
the clerk. It was already one a.m., but the clerk called
Sevasopol to be sure | had a room there and the doorman
caught me a real taxi.

The dr i v e rtotake menb@dausevhe was just off
duty, but he finally agreed talked to him to try to get used to
my RussianHe was a sweet guy with a wife and littiel.gHe
thought it was good that Gorbachev was cracking down on
alcohol use and just as we were talking about that, we saw a
group of four drunk young men, staggerit@ne fell down,
and the other three were trying to stand him up.

Thetw x i dr i ee?Th astad o, wh St [ me a

| finally got to Sevastopol, and paid dbies for the ride.
The bed was hard and the bathroom had cockroatihdise
morning, | met my roommates, who shared the bathroom, not
the bedroom.They were two British guys about eighteen
years old with heavy cockney accen@Graham and Dave
were their names and they were really nice guys.

| found out we would not be going straight to Krasnodar
as | had thought, but first to Leningrad by train for one day,
and then a 44 hourdin ride toKrasnodar on the 24th and
25th This irritated me at first, because when | had signed up
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for the Krasnodar Russian Language school, | took literally

t hat wedd attend 3 hours a day,
full 24 days of classes.had accustomed mgH to the idea,

but really there was no way | wanted to be depressed over
anythingon this trip, so | just relaxed and accepted the new
schedule.

The train ride was eight hours long and greagaw
beautiful countryside and forest scenes, and villagazgahe
way, some very picturesquesaw women tending goats and
cows.The weather was sunny and beautiful and many people
were in their gardens, or sitting outside their farmhouses.

I'tds exciting meeting the dif
tour. Most areBritish, one woman is Italian, one German, and
three, besides myself, are Americagot to talk to a number
of them at breakfast and while riding along watching the
scenery.

Also on the train were Soviet citizens, parents, and
children.l was amazed dhe patience of the Soviet children |
saw. | heard no complaining at alDnly laughing, talking,
pl aying, reading or working wi:
Cube), which seemed to be the latest most popular item.

A new friend, Cindy, and | walkedh¢ entie length of the
train @bout 15 cars), and this was the case with ALL the
children we sawCindy and | were both amazed!

Another sightAmericans would find interesting, was that
we saw two man and two boys playing cardsy order to
logistically reach theards with the seating arrangement, one
boy faced back over the seat ahead, one boy sat in the seat by
the window, and the younger ma
with his arm around him for balanc&his arrangement
seemed quite acceptable to those slgatie same car.

Our hoté room tonight is really niceno cockroaches like
last night). We overlook the Neva River and a bridge that
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supposdly opens every night at 1:00.na | t 6 s reall
beautiful sight!

| tried to call Yuri, a contact from last yearinsk to get
the phone number for a Leningrad contact, Edwéudi and
his wife Galya were out, so | will call tomorrow morning.
would rather visit Edward than go on the tour tomorrow, since
my group will do that in October.

At dinner tonight there was floor show and dancinghe
music was mostly very westerithe floor show was very
sexist, with women in very scanty outfits, prancing around the
macho men performers. | wondered if this was typical f
places frequented by Soviéet¢ i zens, West enhegr f
who they may have assumed preferred such entertainment!

August 24th-26th 7 | got in touch with Yuri, but he had
Edwarddés number at worlki9mn hi
information. The operator had his number (he had moved),
but she gavetito me too fastl had to make her repeat so
many times that she got quite irritated at meid finally get
the number.

So | called Edward, and got his witde was on vacation,

but she told me hedll be bac
Leningrad in Octobr.She di dndét invite me
invite myself, because |1 6m st
Russianl f Edwar d, who speaks Eng
sure wedd both feel better ab

So | did tour the cityl saw all the sightsfrom outside
anyway (no time fomuseums or art galleries todaytried to
use my Russian as much as possibspoke for a while with
a Russian grandmother and her grandson who were near me
on a bench while others were taking pictuesnan nearby
naticed my accent and began talking to rtieturned out he
was a chemistHe was very polite and asked me about
America: where | lived; what brought me to Leningrhéelt



no male chauvinigt attitude whatever from himuglike an
experience earlier on thein to Leningrad where | met drunk

Russian men in smoking corridors, one of whom who grabbed

at me and said, i C o mletoldhtieer e, A
chemist abut my previous trip in 184, and my interest in

helping to build people to people ties betweour two
countries.

After the tour, we left on the train to Krasnodar, which

I 6 m o rBoynwbat a long trip/And some of the young
British students are quite rowdyhey partied until late the
first night. One guy even broke windows ¢he train, withhis
head, of all thingsOur group has gotten quite a badme
because of this impoliteéd say the least) incidenit. must be
really hard for Russians to understand tbentemptible
attitudes of weHoff foreign kids coming here.

Il 6m s o i mpyRBussaa kids@Gngha tram ride
we have seen so many Russian kids, down to bablese
heard only laughter and singing and quiet talking from them.
No complaining and fighting at alll t 6 s | usTheyama z i
play together outside the berths, or sitdalmok out the
windows, or read or play with little toysThis trip is
extremely |l ong and they just d
| east dondot act it!

This ride is also very fascinatingMe have passed by
many, many small towns and villages, and somestamyvns.
Wedve passed through Tula (we
Kursk; Ryzhova; Prokhorovka; Kharkov; Kramatorsk;
Konstantinovka; Gorlovka; Makeyevka (night), Rostov on the
Don, Tikhoretsk, then finally Krasnodaikle had three meals a
day n the restarant carl thought they were quite tasty!

While we rode we got to know thiezhurnayaor | guess
you would <call/l ISlee rwastthe eone fwvhoo n d u «
serves tea, and makes suWee weo:
were four to a roomlhere were two bilks, top and bottom, on
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each side and a table between them by the wintieWared

with Stanley, an older British man and Graham and Dave from
my room in Moscow.The dezhurnayasat with a bunch of us,
crowded into a ram and sand. brought out the &lalaika | had
bought in Leningrad and played it and sang a couple of songs
with her. She was great, and really a character!

Music Shop where | bought Balalaika in Leningrad



KRASNODAR STUDYING RUSSIAN
WITH THE BRITISH

August 27th T We arrived in Krasnodaearly and had
breakfast.The food is great herélfhere § an abundance of
fruits and veetables, nice looking tool an immense
difference from last year in Moscow, and Leningrad, where it
was almost imossible to find any good fruit.

I went walking all moning taking pictures of families,
teen girls,and peopleselling and buying at the farmérs
market, sights from the hotéllmost everyone | asked agreed
to let me take their picture.

This evening | talked for a while in Russian with the floor
lady at ourhotel. We were watching T.VShe was really a
nice, open, older woman, with a kind face and easy smile.
told her | really want to speak and understand Russian
because | want very much to speak with Soviet people and
find out what they think about Amesgas, their country, and
other things.I told her how inthe USA t 6s sai d t hat
people hate their government and want to emigrate to the U.S.
That really touched her ofBhe said a lot to me about that, of
which | only understood som&he spoke olfiow things were
before the revolution, and how could Americans believe such
things f they havenot tosteeepeopl&a nd S
themselvesBasi cal ly, she said it jus

We watched T.V. for about half an holiris so frustrating
tome,thatwt h al | the Russian |1 06ve
little. Well, tomorrow schol starts, maybe it will help.

August 28th i | dondét think I 6m goin
this schooll t 6 s not runlasohéhadndéno
the teacher at all in @s.0On breaks, on a or®-onebasis, |
can understand some of what he s&js.has sort of picked
me out as someone to talk to on bradk.speaks no English
at al l and really delkduestoo seem

10



much and involves us in conversatiop fitle.

We went on a city tour today and saw a movie about the
Kuban area, which is what the Krasnodar area is called.
university we attend every morning is Kuban Universityis
town is really pretty, very green, and everywhere you see
small standsvhere they sell fruit, juice, bread, posters, books,
clothing, toys, and other thing®lus there are shops and
supermarkets and small corner markéfthere are lots of
parlors serving juicecoffee, cocoa, tea, and sweetse
cream, scones, cream pufend suchApparently, now, no
liquor is available in clubs or bars after 6:00n, so people
have to live with juice, etdt will be interesting to see if this
Aprohibitiondo will | ast.

I went walking tonight down the main drag, Krashaya
Street.Many, many people are on the street late, even in parks
wher e t her eds Peopderactldigg oalvegches i g h
way after darkhere!l struck up a conversation with a woman,
while walking down the streeShe was very ine and we
talked for about 20 mutes.| didndét under st an
she said, except that life is hard here, but much b#tgar
before the revolution(That seemed like tetong-ago of a
reference Her son, or someone in her family married an
Ameri can woman, but chmaedshel dn o
wanted to know all about me and | told her what | could.

| watchedT.V. until it went off at 12:00 an. | still C
understandnuch, although | undewstd the news better than
the films.

August 29th T Class was a little better today, but not

much.l 6d sort of l' i ke to trans
because the teacher is supposed to be much better and most of
the people in there are no more advanced th&nul.t I dor

want to hurt myHe stik seamis © pickane f e e
out to talkto at breaksToday | understood almost all he said
during break and also during
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with easier words now and slowéte says it seems to him |
know Russian better then | think | do and that everyone has
trouble understandinat first.

I went to the Kuban River today by tra@n the way a
Afunnyo t hilhag giverayppng seatdo. an older
woman and then someone got off, and | sat down aghan
this old man with a cane got on the bdg had a really mad
and mean loolon his faceHe seemed to be looking at me
from the moment he got on, although | was sitting in about the
middle of the carAs he approached me, he was saying
something under his breath, and the woman beside me started
talking to me. She kept motioning e to get upApparently
she was telling me to give him my seat because as he
approached me he started yelling at me and tapped my foot
with his cane.l got the mesage and jumped up and said,
fiExcuse me, sit dowd, i n RHessat idavn and kept
loudly admonishing meDuring this time the woman, who
had been gesturing to me to get up, and the woman | had
given my seat to earlier started yelling laim and saying,
AShe doesndt underasltame! RuBw©st av
I had »cuse the, sitftdEn 0 i n Russi an,
convinced him that | did know Russian and | was just
inconsiderateAt this point another woman joined in and was
bawling him out, while one of them had turned to me and was
askirg me very kindly about myselivhen | came herayhere
I was from; was | a student; and so ém.answering her, it
became obvious to the othieterested passengers thatids
just a beginner, and a man nbgijoined the women bawling
out the old manHe and the women di dnot
until his stopwhen he got off the tram!

The woman talking to me kept patting my back and
shoul der s and sayi ng, Amol ody e
things to make sure | knew | was forgiven, or not being
blamed, and actually appreciated for coming to their city for
the s&e of peace and friendshihe very nicely told me that
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hedbs an ol d man and young peo
them.Sonow lknow!l f youdére young and/
keep a close eye on who gets on the bus or tram, and act
gui ckl y Iddr mantordveomaa,nor, @s | discovered

|l ater, i f it 6Alsoafoundoontaan | gawe aiph Kk
my seat a couple more ti mes,
sometimes you have to insist, because the person will say no.
But i f you dohdt tihmaikstypupPpeep

Well, anyway, | had a nice afternoon swimming and

sunning at the beach.t 6s really beauti f
local people were therdhere was an amusement park as
well, with kidso6é rides, and a

soda dispenseralso boats could be rented, very cheaply.

| spent the evening watching TV.t 6 s getoi ng
understand!

August 30th 7 What a day today was!switched classes
and my new teacher in the advanced class is much easier to
understandian the other on&he gave siassignments which
| finished.I really feel | will learn with her.

But most exciting was this evening¥e went on a boat
trip where we were told there would be disco dancing and we
would meet studentdt turned out others add get tickets for
this ride as well, and workers at the oil establishment got free
tickets from their trade union for this disco dance boat trip.

One of the oil workers and his girlfriend, who is an
electrical engineer, found Cindy anak in line for sod. We
started talking (as much as we could in Russian, since they
spoke no Enigsh). We sat together antalked for a long time.
(I did my best to translate for CindyJhey were Alexander,
Irena, and Svyedalex was a real joker, and kept kidding
aroundThe only thing he colaifd seé
you have h avlbich#essaid a nandbar pf tides this
evening.But he was really nice and sang German sowgs.
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women sang Russian songater we dancedlhey invited us
t o | r ena 6 sht it wmmooutrthatviPashai, nineteen
year old student of language, will be there to translkte.
ought to be fun.

August 31st i Class today was still quite difficult, but |
did OK in my presentationl, and
suppose that Wi wait until Monday. | stayed in all day
napping and studying Russiafhis evening Svyeda, Irena,
Pasha and his friend Sergei met Cindy and me out in front of
our hotel, and accompanied us
Public transportadn in Krasnodacosts three kopeksbout a
nickel). An d , oh yes yearDM yaughterd Anyas i x
came alsoWhat a cutie! a little pianist from the music school.

Svyeda and Irena attend night school together and have
known each other for a long tim&hey both belog to a
mushroom gathering group and go on excursions for
mushrooms a lot this time of yearwould say they are both
around 30 years old.

Irena had a snack ready for us of bread, salami, cake, candy
and vermouthCindy brought Champaign and casheivsey
asked lots of questions about the safety of the streets at night in
the U.S., and the racegblem.They are very concerned about
the future and nuclear wdrena spoke of that fear making her
put off getting married and having children.

Sheplayed El@dugachova records for
famous singer hergAlso we saw a very nice lightning show
from her verandalt was an unusual sight, they saltlwas
too faraway to hear thunder, but lighhg danced around the
sky all evening, almost as if was planned to entertain her
American guests!

Her apartment was small, but nice, with hardwood floors.
She had a living room, kitchen, bedroom and bathrd®he
di dnodt have much furniture, bu

14



two large, beautiful mahogany lehies with glass doortots

of dishes, crystal, and decorative utensils were displayed in it.
We enjoyed the evening so much and plan to go mushrooming
with them sometime next week, if it rainsmust rain first.

Sepember 1st i We went to a collective afm in
Pavlovskga, a town not far from Krasnodar, toddy.was
call ed ASovi et Russia. o 't 6s
community is developed around these farming areas. The
homes there were all privately owned, and really nice ones.
There was a largechool and this being the first dalszhool
the kids were dresseith their formal school dress and all
carried flowersHo we v er , since itds Su
held, just a welcoming ceremony and then the kids played.

They provide all kinds of cultaf activity here to
encourage people to stay in the communitigey provide
scholarships to the university for those who will stay and
specialize in farming, machinery maintenance, teaching, or
other jobs with the community.

If someone wants to leave, thgy it alone.

The school there seems to have a very high academic
level and sirting at fouth grade, special math courses begin
and comtinue through calculus in the térgrade.

We were told that boys there often go into mechanics and
girls into teachingand medical professions right there at the
farm. One of our group asked if girls could go into farm
machinery mechanics if they want tdhe main guide,
bl ushed, and said, AWel |l , vyes
here also. 0

It 6s a common $ tarmlroyer inImy h e a
tradeswomen tour of last year, as well, that women are doing
mechanics, construction and o
that many men and women alike are ashamed of this and feel
that women should not have to do such hard woikl trts h u
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their reproductive organs, O
opposing such work for women.

We were also given a performance by a large group of
local people, adults and childrexbout 70 people performed.
They were very competent, all in costume, a/thang and
danced!The performance was given in a large auditorium
there.The theme was that people of all cultures should be
friends. Byelorussian dances, Ukrainian dances, Russian
dances, Central Asian dances, and others were sh&lvn.
wore native dres and at the end all danced toget¢rone
of the performances about Peace, they all played instruments.

We saw their camping and rest area on a rileere was
boating, swimming and an amusement park for children.

These people did not seeah all like poor farm workers;
they dresed like in cities, looked wefed, happy and healthy.

We were fed a feast, wished well, giveifts, and left for
Krasnodar.

Performance about peace shown to us in Krasnodar
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