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1: We Introduce Ourselves  

We are 19 Americans, who were invited to the So-
viet Union after th e Second World Peace Conference 
held in Warsaw in November, 1950. Our mission to 
Europe was peace. We went to do our part to help 
bring an end to the war in Korea, to halt the killing, to 
prevent World War III. So it seemed highly appropr i-
ate that the Soviet Peace Committee should extend 
this invitation and be our host for ten days, days of 
new friendships made with those who were our war 
time allies, days full of reminders of the tragedy of the 
war and of tremendous challenge to build the peace. 

We were Americans looking at the Soviet land and 
the people with steady, wide -open eyes. As repre-
sentative citizens of the United States from Massachu-
setts to California, we numbered among our deleg a-
tion trade unionists, factory workers, housewives, 
teachers, ministers, youth and community leaders 
and one lawyer. Nin e of our 19 are Negroes, ten 
white.  

It will be clear even from the following brief bio g-
raphies that in occupations and general background 
we represent a broad cross section of American life. 
Two of our party, Dr. John A. Kingsbury and Profe s-
sor Holland Roberts, had been in the USSR in 1932 
and õ34 and were interested in the progress made in 
the changed aspect of Moscow with its endless new 
buildings for the workersõ living quarters, and in the 
developments in education and health service and 
medical care, some of them only blueprints 18 years 
ago. To the rest of us the experience was completely 
new, exhilarating and thought -provoking. For co n-
venience, the members of the delegation are listed 
approximately in the order in which their contrib u-
tions appear. 
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MRS. MOLLIE LUCAS, Chicago, Illinois and New York 
City. Office worker, member of Local 24, Distribu-
tive, Processing and Office Workers of America, 
Independent; collected 2,000 signatures for the 
Stockholm Peace Petition; mother of three children 
of school age. 

REVEREND ROBERT M, MUIR, Boston, Massachu-
setts. Protestant Episcopal clergyman; Co-Director, 
Workers of the Common Life; Chairman, Massa-
chusetts Action Committee for Peace; member 
World Peace Council; Chairman, Delegation of Se-
cond World Peace Congress in Warsaw. 

MRS. DOROTHY COLE, Chicago, Illinois. Community 
leader; Program Committee, Chicago Federation 
of Womenõs Clubs; Chairman, Chicago Council of 
American -Soviet Friendship. 

.MRS. PAULINE TAYLOR, Youngstown, Ohio. Active 
worker. National Asso ciation for the Advanc e-
ment of Colored  People, Youngstown, Ohio and 
Mahoning Valley, former Vice Pr esident and State 
Chairman; active in Shiloh Baptist Church; Ohio 
Chairman of the American Women for Peace. 

MRS. THERESE ROBINSON, Washington, D. C. 
Teacher, formerly with the publ ic schools of 
Washington, D. C., community leader; Chairman, 
Civil Liberties  Committee of the Independent Be-
nevolent and Protective Order of the Elks of the 
World.  

DR. WILL ARD UPHAUS, New Haven, Conn. Method-
ist clergyman; formerly Executive Directo r, Na-
tional Religion and Labor Foundation; Mem ber 
National Board, Committee for Peaceful Altern a-
tives; Co-Director, American Peace Crusade. 
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MR. JAMES MILLER, Chicago, Illinois. Chairman of 
the Trustees of the United Auto Workers Ama l-
gamated Local 453, CIO. President of the union lo-
cal in the American Car and Foundry Shop. 
Speaks, writes, and reads Polish fluently.  

PROFESSOR HOLLAND ROBERTS, San Francisco, 
California. Formerly Professor of Education at 
Stanford University; educator -author; Director, 
California Labor School; Chairman of U.S. delega-
tion visiting Soviet Union; active for many years in 
peace work; attended American Continental Con-
gress for Peace, Mexico City; member National 
Labor Conference for Peace; member Committee 
for Peaceful Alternatives; active in organization of 
Anglo -American Institute, Moscow, 1934. Presi-
dent, American-Russian Institute, San Francisco, 
Cal. 

MR. EDWARD BOBROWICZ, Milwaukee, Wis. Organ-
izer for the Wisconsin District Office of the Inte r-
national Fur and Leather Workers Union. He 
speaks and reads Polish and acted as direct inter-
preter for the delegation in Poland. 

DR. JOHN A. KINGSBURY, New York City. Physician; 
co-author with Sir  Arthur Newsholme, K. C. B., M. 
D., of Red Medicine: Socialized Health in Soviet Rus-
sia; former Commissioner of Charities of the City 
of New York; former Director, Mill bank Memorial  
Fund, New York; Chairman, National Council of 
American -Soviet Friendship. Visited Soviet Union 
in 1932. 

MR. HAROLD E. WARD, Chicago, Illinois. Member of 
Local 108, Farm Equipment Council of United 
Electrical Work ers Union; elected as delegate by 
40,000 workers. 
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MR. CARL FLODQUIST, North Branch, Minnesota. 
Farmer; leader, òAmerican Rural Crusaders for 
Peace.ó 

MRS. JACQUELINE CLACK, Los Angeles, Cal. Active 
leader in Independent Progressive Party of Cali-
fornia; Executive Director, Southern Cali fornia 
Peace Council.  

MR. CHARLES P. HOWARD, Des Moines, Iowa. A t-
torney-at-law, National Vice President of the Pr o-
gressive Party; member World Peace Council; an 
initiator of the American Peace Crusade. 

REVEREND MASSIE C. KENNARD, Las Vegas, 
Nevada. Co-chairman of the Il linois Christian 
Youth Council for Peace; formerly Assistant Mi n-
ister, Metropolitan Community Church, Chicago, 
Ill . 

MR. CHARLES COLLINS; New York City. Former 
Vice President, Local 6, Hotel and Restaurant Em-
ployees, American Federation of Labor; Director, 
Harlem Council, American Labor Party; member 
of National Committee, Progressive Party. 

MRS, YOLANDA HALL, Chicago, Illinois. Co-
ordinator of the Chicago Labor Peace Conference; 
form er youth  leader. 

MR. CHARLES PROCTOR, Chicago, Illinois. Member 
of Local 28, United Packinghouse Workers of 
America. 

MRS. LOUISA LEEK, Boston, Massachusetts. Leader in 
Boston Minute Wom en for Peace; choir and com-
munity leader.  
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All the delegates on the stairs of the Kremlin Palace. Left to 
right, front row: Mrs. Jacqueline Clack, Dr. Willard Uphaus, 
Mrs. Mollie Lucas, Mrs. Laura Louise Leek. Second row: Dr. 
John A. Kingsbury, Mr. Charles Proctor, Mrs. Pauline Taylor, 
Mr. Harold Ward, Mr. Edward Bobrowicz. Third row: Rev. 
Robert Muir, Mr. Charles Howard, Mrs. Dorothy Cole, Mrs. 
Therese Robinson, Rev. Massie Kennard, Prof. Holland Roberts. 
Last row, Mr. Carl Flodquist, Mr. Charles Collins, a Soviet 
guide, Mrs. Yolanda Hall, Mr. James Miller. 

2: From Sheffield to Warsaw  

by Mrs. Mollie Lucas  

We sailed for England in October to attend the 
World Peace Congress scheduled to be held in Shef-
field. When we arrived at Southampton it looked like 
the customary tourist welcome. The next day, howev-
er, the immigration authorities became aware that we 
planned to attend the Peace Congress at Sheffield . 
Suddenly we became objects of suspicion. We were 
taken back onto the Queen Mary, on which we had ar-
rived, and questioned for three and a half hours about 
all manner of things, particularly our connections 
with political parties, unions, and various org aniza-
tions. There were many questions regarding our per-
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sonal lives and activities and what we planned to do 
at the Congress. One question put to me, the mother 
of three children, was, òWhy are you so interested in 
peace?ó I replied, òI want to live.ó The officerõs face 
flushed, and he began to talk of other things. After the 
questioning we were informed that we would be 
permitted to stay in England. We were driven to the 
railroad station and advised to take the next train up 
to London.  

In London we wer e met by members of the British 
Peace Committee who welcomed us in the name of 
the British people and escorted us to the Royal Hotel. 
I had planned to do some research in London on the 
status and conditions of white -collar workers in En g-
land so that I might bri ng this information back to the 
members of my union. I soon found, however, that 
the British people were so eager to hear of the senti-
ment of the American people on peace that I had 
hardly a moment for my private pursuits.  

The British seemed greatly relieved to find that 
there were still many Americans genuinely interested 
in peace and not afraid to speak out in support of it. 
We found ourselves much in demand as guests and 
as speakers. I spoke at a womenõs meeting and found 
that the women of Britain were d oing splendid work 
on many issues confronting the people, but particu-
larly on the question of peace. After the meeting a lit-
tle girl no older than my own son came up to speak 
with me. She asked me to give her name to my son 
Billy so they could write to eac h other, and then she 
said: òIn England, when we had a war, many little 
children were killed. We hope the children in Amer i-
ca will never have a war. We never want a war 
again.ó 

Meanwhile preparations for the Congress went on. 
The people did a splendid job and worked very hard 
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to make sure that everything wou ld be in readiness. 
At a dinner  meeting I attended many of the most r e-
spected and solid citizens of Britain were present. It 
seemed strange to us at first to find members of Par-
liament, nationally known doctors, lawyers at such a 
gathering. We soon came to realize, however, that in 
Britain all walks of life are represented in the peace 
movement. We also discovered that the people there 
had no fear of the Communists, only a great fear and 
dread of war. As one woman explained to me, òThe 
people of Britain have everything to lose from another 
war. Our country is being used as an atom bomb 
base. If war breaks out, Britain will be blown off the 
face of the earth, no matter who wins.ó 

As the news began to come through that many 
delegates were not being permitted to enter the coun-
try, excitement mounted. Eight Americans who a r-
rived by boat were held for questioning for twenty -
four hours. Several were finally permitted to enter 
and one was turned back. The others were held for 
further questioning. They were permitted to enter o n-
ly after the British Peace Committee interceded. 

An entire plane-load of Americans, 33 persons, 
was turned back. Other delegations had even worse 
experiences. Of the more than 200 people in the 
French delegation only one was allowed through ñ
the world -famous artist, Picasso. Not only delegates, 
but also the technical staff, secretaries and interpret-
ers, were being barred. It became increasingly evident 
that the British government was determined  to pre-
vent the holding of the Peace Congress. Reports were 
also coming through that our own government, 
through the FBI, was in on the effort to sabotage the 
gathering. 

The British press, which had been strangely silent 
about the Congress, broke out with angry protest 
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against this òbreach of British tradition.ó Even the 
most conservative papers took the position that it was 
contrary to the laws and principles of the country to 
deny us the right to speak. They particularly attacked 
the government for the un derhand way in which it 
had allowed the Peace Committee to believe, after re-
peated requests for a definite stand on the matter, that 
the Congress would be permitted. The people and the 
press joined in accusing the United States of forcing 
the British government to take such a stand. Many 
protest meetings were held. The people of Britain 
were ashamed of this action of the government and 
they were vocal in their disagreement. Bitter accusa-
tions of òYankee interferenceó were rife. The extent of 
anti-American f eeling revealed during this controve r-
sy, by one of the United Statesõ staunchest allies, was 
quite a shock. 

Then from the government of Poland came the in-
vitation to hold the Congress in Warsaw. It specified 
that everyone accredited to the Congress, including 
members of the press, photographers and all, would 
be welcome. All  would be transported to Warsaw, at 
the expense of the Polish government and Peace 
Committee, from England, Paris, Brussels, and other 
scattered points where they had been stranded by the 
action of the British government. A very topsy -turvy 
situation, indeed. Britain, with its long tradition of 
free speech and open door, refusing us admittance, 
and Poland, widely labeled as being surrounded by 
an iron curtain, offering admittance to all!  

It was decided that a one-day session would be 
held in Sheffield as scheduled, followed by a mass 
meeting that night, so that the people of Britain who 
had worked so hard and gone to such expense to pre-
pare for the Congress might have the opportunity of 
knowing the reason for the change in plan and meet-
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ing with the few delegates who had gotten past the 
iron curtain which surrounded Britain.  

The evening meeting in Sheffield drew an over-
flow crow d. It was necessary to open another hall and 
conduct two meeting s simultaneously. I spoke at the 
overflow meeting, and the enthusiastic  response I re-
ceived made it quite clear that to the people of Eng-
land at least, we were indeed welcome. 

We were taken back to London in the same special 
buses which had brought us up t o Sheffield, and from 
there to the airport where planes provided by the 
government of Czechoslovakia waited.  

At the beautiful airport in Prague, we were we l-
comed by a huge crowd of Czech people. A reception 
had been arranged right at the airport. They gave us 
food, interviewed and photographed us, sang to us, 
showered us with flowers and friendship and good 
will. Anna Medic, of Czech origin, who was seeing 
her homeland for the first time, was completely 
overwhelmed. She said a few words for the Amer i-
cans in Czech and received a tremendous ovation. 

From the airport, we were taken to a hotel in Pr a-
gue. After a short rest, we went on a tour of the city. 
We saw many beautiful buildings, a tremendous 
amount of housing construction going on, well -
dressed people, well-filled stores and everywhere 
peace slogans and posters. We went to see the gov-
ernment building, where we noted there were no so l-
diers on guard. 

Back at the hotel a sumptuous dinner had been 
prepared for us. After dinner and until train time a n-
other delegate and I went for a stroll around the city. 
We saw vacuum cleaners and refrigerators in the 
store windows, and again everywhere posters and 
slogans for peace. We strolled at will without restraint 
or hindrance and returned to the hotel in our own 
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good time. Except for a word of caution, òDonõt get 
lost,ó there was no comment of any kind either when 
we left or when we returned.  

At seven, we were aroused and taken by bus to 
the railroad station where an even larger crowd was 
waiting, even at this early morning hour. Young pe o-
ple were singing, the flags of all nations waved ove r-
head, a band was playing, the klieg  lights blazed, the 
cameras ground. People grasped our hands and 
called out greetings as we passed. After getting locat-
ed in my compartment, I took my movie camera and 
went back to the window to get some òshotsó of the 
colorful scene. As I stood there in the window of th e 
coach, weaving and bobbing to try to get an angle 
(which was very difficult since the lights were trained 
on us) the light technicians noticed me. Very politely, 
they turned' the lights around and focused them upon 

 

Chairman of the Soviet Peace Committee, Nikolai Tikhonov 
(left) with Prof. Holland Roberts, Chairman of the Ameri-
can Delegation  
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the band and the crowd. After taking so me pictures, I 
asked them to turn the lights toward the slogans and 
flags and other things which I wished to photograph. 
They followed my directions until I signaled that I 
had all I wanted, then went back to their own phot o-
graphing. Neither my camera nor my film were su b-
ject to any examination or question throughout the 
entire trip; that is, until I arrived back in New York.  

The trip from Prague to Warsaw by train is ord i-
narily a journey of nine hours. I n our  case, it took six-
teen, because of the huge crowds which gathered in 
every town to welco me us and to send their greetings 
of peace and friendship to the American people and 
the people who wanted peace all over the world. I lost 
track of the many times we stopped for station meet-
ings, but I well remember  the warmth of the people, 
their eager friendship, and their happy faces. 

Children and young people sang to us. Often it 
was the international òFreedom Song.ó Sometimes the 
station would resound to notes of this song being 
sung by the different delegations  on the train in a half 
dozen or more different tongues at the same time. The 
children swarmed around the cars, eagerly asking for 
autographs from the delegates. Often they gave us 
gifts as well as flowersña treasured ring, a pin, or 
pictures as gestures of friend ship. The delegates from 
many countries on our train were all deeply touched 
at this tremendous welcome. 

We placed the numerous bouquets of flowers on a 
railing alongside the cars until it was filled, then we 
tucked them into various corners of the  compart-
ments. By the time we finally arrived in Warsaw, 
even the aisles were filled with bouquets.  

I found it hard to rest because of excitement, and 
spent my time wandering up and down the train and 
visiting with the many delegates from everywhere.  
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Warsaw! The city of the Ghetto, 70 per cent de-
stroyed by the Nazis. But the Warsaw we found was 
not a city of death but a city of life, alive with flag s 
and bands and thousands of people waiting to greet 
us. Everywhere there was scaffolding and beautiful 
new building ñhomes and apartments being con-
structed, new churches being built and old ones reno-
vated. It looked like a brand new city, all shining and 
modern. The people were warmly dressed and looked 
well -fed. There seemed to be plenty of everything and 
a great enthusiasm for finishing the job of construc t-
ing their beautiful new city rising out of the ashes of 
war. 

An impressive outdoor meeting was held to we l-
come the delegates. The platform was piled with 
flowers. Around us every building was decorated 
with dov es of peace, and the blue peace flags. Some 
flags covered the entire face of the buildings. We 
drove through the streets to our hotel in buses deco-
rated with peace slogans. 

And then the Congress Hall! A tremendous buil d-
ing many blocks square, housing four restaurants, a 
movie theater, book stalls, exhibits, the huge meeting-
hall with long tables and ear phones. Speeches were 
translated simultaneously in seven different la n-
guages so that we heard a speech in our own lan-
guage at the same time it was being given, and re-
ceived the added benefit of every gesture or expres-
sion. Doves of peace flew on the ceiling overhead, and 
the flags of all nations decorated the walls. The Polish 
people had volunteered their labor and worked in 
shifts for three days around the clock to change a drab 
printing house into this splendid hall with draped 
walls of yellow, gray, and blue. They sacrificed six 
weeks of their Five Year Plan in order to make the 
necessary preparations for the Congress. 
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With another delegate, I went for a bu s ride 
around the city.  We traveled freely and alone, speak-
ing with whomever we chose. I visited the home of a 
worker, a three-room apartment in a typical modern 
building such as has been and is being constructed all 
over Warsaw. The rooms were bright, air y, and com-
parable in size to our American project apartments. 
The apartments had hot water and tile baths. 

Mrs. Taylor was asked to address a group of 
Polish workers, miners in the town of Katowice. The 
plane which carried her to the small Polish town was 
four hours late, but there were still 10,000 persons 
present to hear her out of the 50,000 who had orig i-
nally gathered. She said the group was thrilled to 
hear an American Negro woman talk to them, the 
first they had ever seen. 

We went to see what was once the Ghetto. As far 
as the eye could see there was nothing but a level pile 
of crumpled bricks and twisted steel, with here and 
there a distinguishable part of a childõs bed or some 
other piece of furniture protruding from the debris ña 
mute reminder of a t errible crime and a heroic battle. 
The Poles have erected a beautiful monument to the 
glorious resistance put up by the people of the Ghet-
to, and the feeling one gets upon seeing this tribute is 
a combination of bitter anger against those who car-
ried out t he crime and admiration for the brave men 
and women who preferred to die fighting every inch 
of the way. On the site of the Ghetto, the people are 
now building a great modern housing project, a mon-
ument to the final defeat of fascism in Eastern Europe. 

The people of Warsaw were very hospitable. Eve-
rywhere we went, people crowded around us asking 
for our autographs and urging us to bring back gree t-
ings of friendship from the Polish people to the pe o-
ples of America. At the convention sessions they were 
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continuously urging chocolate bars on the delegates. 
At intermission crowds of kids would rush in and 
mill around asking for our autograp hs, and I mar-
veled at the way they completely ignored the choco-
late bars lying around. I soon discovered they werenõt 
doing t his out of courtesy but because candy is no 
novelty in Poland. There are candy wagons on the 
streets and candy is sold in the stores, and the chil-
dren get more than enough. 

The great breadth of the Congress was indeed a 
hopeful sign. There were 2,067 delegates from eighty-
one countries, including the African colonies. There 
were representatives of every walk of life: ministers, 
doctors, lawyers, workers, housewives, farmers, 
members of Parliaments. They were of every creed, 
color, and political belief; Brit ish conservatives, Cath-
olic priests, Protestant ministers, Jewish rabbis, Mo-
hammedans. 

Among the highlights of the Congress sessions 
was Fadeyevõs call for peaceful competition among 
the nations and arms reduction by one-third with full 
inspection by the United Nations. Unforgettable was 
the speech of Pak Den Ai, the woman delegate from 
Korea, who told us of the criminal destruction of her 
country, and made a passionate appeal for an end to 
the terrible slaughter  of the Korean people. 

The evening the Congress adjourned, the entire 
city of Warsaw turned out for a mammoth parade. 
For hours, the marchers passed by chanting songs 
and slogans of friendship and peace. 

3: We Arrive in Moscow  

by Mrs. Mollie Lucas, Rev. Robert Muir, Mrs. Dorothy 
Cole 

The warm, friend ly welcome we received when 
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we arrived at the modern airport in Moscow will li n-
ger with us for years to come. A dozen representa-
tives of the Soviet Peace Committee and VOKSñthe 
Soviet Society for Cultural Relations with Foreign 
Countriesñsurrounded us as we stepped off the 
plane on to the snow-covered field. They greeted us 
with flowers and warm embraces. Passports and bag-
gage were checked for the delegation as a wholeñ
mere formalities that most of the delegates did not 
even know were going on. After a plea sant exchange 
of greetings, we were bundled into luxurious, Soviet -
made seven-passenger limousines, big ZIS cars of the 
quality of our finest Cadillacs, and whisked along the 
grand boulevard leading into the heart of Moscow. 
White birches mingled with elms  along the snowy, 
wooded roadside. It was like a moonlit scene in a 
park with the distant lights of Moscow illuminating 
the sky before us. 

As soon as we were settled in our rooms at the 
Hotel Savoy, we were called down to a fine dinner, 
replete with friend ly toasts. At the close our hosts of 
the Soviet Peace Society asked us to make out a 
schedule for our stay. Each of us made a list. But what 
a dilemma! To be in the Soviet Union with all its great 
history and remarkable social, scientific, and cultural 
developments, and to be forced to choose among the 
rich experiences that opened out before us. Neverthe-
less we quickly made up an itinerary ñwith unanim i-
ty. It included visits to factories and trade unions, 
schools and churches, hospitals and clinics, shops, 
housing construction and collective farms. Of course 
we listed the Kremlin, Red Square, and Leninõs fa-
mous tomb, the great Lenin Library in Moscow, the 
Metro, the famous theaters, art centers, and Palaces of 
Culture. Moscow and Leningrad were to be our own 
for our stay and we were honored guests. 
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When we presented our long list of òPlaces to Visit 
and Things to Seeó to our hosts, we were told that our 
requests could be carried out if we were willing to start 
out promptly at 9 oõclock each morning and keep go-
ing until midnight. That is exactly what happened e x-
cept for the times that our guides had difficulty in 
keeping us on schedule. We went to factories, church-
es, cultural centers, nurseries, theaters, opera houses, 
the ballet. We talked to workers, housewives, trade un-
ion officials, expert in various fields, artists,  writers, 
priests, teachers, and students. The questions we asked 
were answered promptly and without hesitation.  

Our hosts seemed not only willing but anxious to 
show us anything and everything we wanted to see in 
the new society they were creating. If we could stay 
long enough, they told us, they would gladly shows 
us all they had achieved in more than 30 years under 
socialism! 

The Soviet people welcomed us everywhereñin 
Moscow, Leningrad, and Stalingradñwelcomed us as 

 
View of the Kamenny Bridge and the Kremlin from the Moscow 

River 



21 

ambassadors of peace. We met thousands of friendly, 
capable people, working with energy and intelligence 
to wipe out the last remnants of destruction of the last 
war and attempting to advance the welfare of the so-
ciety as a whole. 

We had complete freedom at all times. We were 
not taken on a conducted tour nor were we subjected 
to censorship in any way nor were any restrictions 
put on our movements. We saw all that w e could in 
Moscow, Leningrad, and Stalingrad in  our brief stay. 
No one was afraid of what we would see or hear. And 
everywhere we went, everyone we spoke to always 
ended any conversation by saying that they wanted 
peace above all else. 

4: Building for Peac e 

by Mrs. Pauline Taylor, Mrs. Dorothy Cole, Mrs. 
Therese Robinson, Mrs. Mollie Lucas, Dr. Willard 
Uphaus, Mr. James Miller, Prof. Holland Roberts, Mr. 
Edward Bobrowicz. 

The Russians are counting on peace. No country 
preparing for war would be erecting such vast con-
struction projects or spending bil lions on hydroele c-
tric stations, irrigation, and other improvements.  

New h ydroelectric stations on the Dnieper, the 
Volga, the Don and the Amu-Darya will irrigate 
70,000,000 acres of land. This is an area equal to that 
of England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland. 
They will power new industr ies, light millions of new 
homes. The main Turkmenian Canal will bring life to 
the arid wastes of the vast Kara Kum desert. 

The new Volga-Don Canal, scheduled for compl e-
tion this year, will connect five seas, making a great 
network of navigable inland waterways, and irrig at-
ing more millions of acres. 
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The people of the Soviet Union are also building 
schools, polyclinics, hospitals, workersõ apartments, 
and extending the subway systems. Only 21 per cent 
of the Soviet budget is used for military purposes. 
They are spending more than $30,000,000,000 this 
year for social and cultural improvements alone,  one 
billion dollars more than last year. 

Furthermore, none of these projects is conceived 
as a short-term plan. They will take years to complete, 
years of peace to fulfill. The projected vast thousand-
mile shelter belt of trees, for example, as a major part 
of the afforestation program , was scheduled to take 
fifteen years, although so much has been accom-
plished it  will probably  be completed in half that 
time. 

We saw much of the three cities of Moscow, Len-
ingrad, and Stalingr ad and in each we found recon-
struction and modernization activities being carried 
out at an amazing rate. In Moscow we rode along the 
beautiful broad avenues where the workers live, past 
solid new apartment buildings rapidly replacing the 
little cramped old houses inherited from the regime of 
the Tsar. Block after block of these apartment build-
ings have already gone up, ranging in size from  three 
or four to 23 stories. 

The plan for the construction of these apartments 
is itself a remarkable example of the concern which 
we found everywhere for the health and welfare of 
the people. The houses in old Moscow like those 
elsewhere in Europe were built close along the street, 
with courtyards in back. The Soviet city planners 
erect the new buildings in the vacant space well away 
from the  street, the people from the old houses move 
into them, and then the condemned buildings  are torn 
down.  
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Just before we left the United States we had read 
Harrison Salisburyõs descriptions in the New York 
Times of the extensive building projects throughout 
Moscow, and now we were seeing them for ourselves. 

Six or seven great skyscrapers were going up. 
One, we learned, was to house Moscow University 
itself, a city within a city and yet only one of the 82 
colleges and other higher institutions of learning in 
Moscow (including evening and correspondence 
colleges). 

We passed the Bolshoi Theater, most famous of 
the cityõs theaters, had a glimpse of Mayakovsky 
Square, drove past the Moscow Dynamo Stadium, 
and finally ended up in Red Square with its magnif i-
cent buildings and beautiful colorings, the snow -
covered evergreens contrasting in deep beauty with 
the dark marble of the Lenin Mausoleum. No pictures 
could do justice to the beauties of the Kremlin and 
Red Square. 

From here we enjoyed a trip through the Metr o, 
the most beautiful subway system in the world, sp a-
cious and lofty with domes and arches. The individ u-
al stations of the system have symbolic names or are 
named for the parks in which the entrances have been 
erected, such as the Park of Culture and Rest. 

The Metro is very deep, with escalators leading up 
and down to and from the entrance. The entire system 
is warmed in the winter and cooled in the summer 
and the air is changed eight times a day. Each sepa-
rate station was designed by a leading Soviet architect 
with its own distinctive mosaics, paintings, and scul p-
ture. One station for example has figures of different 
types of workers set in its walls. The people of the So-
viet Union see in the Metro and in the  appreciation of 
its beauties by the people, an achievement of social-
ism and an expression of the socialist spirit. 
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The Metro is nationally owned , rather than owned 
merely by the municipality of Moscow, so that one is 
continually aware that it belongs to all the people ñto 
the worker in Geor gia who mines or polishes the 
marble, as well as to the citizens of Moscow who ride 
the trains. This is characteristic of the spirit found 
throughout the Soviet Union, the spirit of common 
ownership with its accom panying pride in collective 
achievement. 

This spirit was manifest in other things that we 
saw, small as well as largeñin the fact that all the au-
tos we saw were clean and polished, with no dented 
fenders, for their appearance was considered a part of 
and a reflection of the beauty of the city. We found 
this spirit, too, in the cleanliness of the cities. There 
was no litter on the walks or streets, for the cities with 
their broad highways belon g to the people. The Soviet 
citizen has the same pride of ownership in the city in 

 
The Izmailovskaya station of the Moscow Subway. Each 
station is designed by a leading Soviet architect 
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which he lives as he has toward his own individual 
home. 

Everywhere in Moscow, Leningrad, and Stali n-
grad we found a spirit of creative activity, constru c-
tion, confidence, and well -being. The shop windows 
were beautiful, and the people were well -clad. There 
was no tension or hysteria. Although there was a 
deep concern about the possibilities of another war, 
we found no fear, no defeatism, and no militarism. 
Very few soldiers were to be seen upon the streets. 
The whole atmosphere was one of dominant interest 
in peace and construction. 

Since we were a peace mission, it was important 
that we learn the attitude of the Soviet people toward 
peace in widely separated sections of the country. We 
were especially grateful and happy that we could take 
home to the American people news of our jou rneys to 
Leningrad and Stalingrad, those two great hero cities 
on the Neva and the Volga. 

Sleeping cars took us first to Leningrad where we 
were settled in the beautiful Astoria Hotel, the buil d-
ing in which Hitler had planned to celebrate his co n-
quest of Russia. Here members of the Leningrad 
Peace Committee met us and greeted us again as we 
had been greeted in Moscow, with testimonials of 
friendship and pleas for peace between our two coun-
tries. Here in the city which had suffered days of d i-
rect front line attack, we came to appreciate the vast 
suffering and the tragedy of the long siege, the hun-
ger, the cold and starvation which the people had en-
dured. And w e learned too of the indomitable will of 
the people, their determination for victory, and their 
success. 

As we sat in the splendid Kirov Opera House wi t-
nessing a skilled performance of Mussorgskyõs Boris 
Gudonov, it was almost impossible to appreciate the 
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fact that this magnificent building had been badly 
damaged and then restored while the siege was still 
in progress. So devoted were the citizens of Lenin-
grad to the manifestations of beauty that were part of 
their city and so certain and confident were they of 
ultimate victory, that as each church, museum, or the-
ater was bombed or shelled during the siege, the 
work of restoration and reconst ruction was begun 
immediately.  

Leningrad with its wide Neva River, its gilded 
domes and spires, its palaces and monuments, its 
beautiful squares, is a city of twofold significance as 
the cradle of the Soviet Revolution and the city of the 
siege of World War II . It will always remain in our 
memories to inspire us and to challenge us. When we 
left Leningrad at midnight, we found a large group of 
trade unionists at the railway station who had come 
to say farewell, to present us with a large bouquet of 
chrysanthemums, to tell us that they wanted peace, 
and to let us know that we had a tremendously i m-
portant mission to fulfill. We felt a great responsibility 
on our shoulders. 

But if we were moved and challenged by Leni n-
grad, we were overwhelmed by Stalingrad. Like War-
saw, it was a city in ruins;  and yet here too was a new 
and beautiful city arising from the midst of those r u-
ins, an entire city that was to be a monument to the 
great heroes who took part in the battle which, as 
President Roosevelt wrote, saved civilization for us 
all. In the snow we climbed Mamayev Hill where the 
Red Army had held off the brunt of attack from three 
hundred thousand Nazis and where now a mon u-
ment has been erected to the heroic defenders of the 
city . 
At lunch the cityõs architect told us of the plans for 

reconstruction. Great artists, sculptors, city pl anners, 
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and landscape gardeners from all over the Soviet Un-
ion were at work on rebuilding. They told us how in 
the surrounding region even the climate  is to be 
changed through the great irrigation projects and t he 
afforestation plans to block the high, dry winds. And 
all these plans were permeated with a spirit of peace. 

Everything that we saw and heard made us espe-
cially conscious of the active participation of Soviet 
youth in the reconstruction of their country. In Stali n-
grad we found outstanding examples of their work.  

When the Nazi General von Paulus came crawling 
out of a Stalingrad cellar a few short blocks from the 
Volga to surrender the remnants of the army of half a 
million he had led across the Russian steppes, the call 
went out at once for volunteers to rebuild the city.  

People came from every section of the Soviet Un-
ion, and so many more members of the Komsomol 
(Young Communist League) v olunteered than could 
be used, that a special selecting and processing divi-
sion had to be set up to choose the best. Each volun-
teer pledged that he would work day and night to r e-
store Stalingrad. 

First they decided to put the Stalin tractor plant 
and the òRed Octoberó steel mill back into production 
and then to rebuild the rest of the city. The young 
people who came never faltered. For months they 
slept in ditches and narrow dugouts.  

Of course there were no restaurants, kitchens, 
stores, or regular food supply at  the beginning, so 
these young workers foraged and improvised for 
their meals when their jobs were done. They had 
pledged to get the tractor plant into production and 
they kept their pledge.  

On June 17, 1944, tractors for the newly liberated 
Ukraine and th e Don were streaming out of the Sta-
lingrad factory that Donald Nelson, United States d i-
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rector of war production, had said would take fifteen 
years to rebuild. Soviet youth had helped perform 
this miracle, as they had been the decisive labor force 
in buildi ng the factory and starting production in the 
very beginning, back in 1930. Many of the young 
people who had come in response to this nation-wide 
call are staying on as permanent members of the fac-
tory staff, just as those who came in 1930 stayed to 
become the vital working corps. They have earned the 
right to the proud name of òStalingrader.ó 

Everywhere in the three citiesñMoscow, Lenin-
grad, and Stalingradñwe saw construction, all con-
ceived in peace, dedicated to peace, and undertaken 
with the knowledge th at peace can and must be se-
cured. Could such a people be warlike? Could such a 
people be aggressive? We were learning many lessons 
to take back to America. 

5: Cars and Tractors ñNot Tanks or Guns  

by Mr. James Miller, Dr. John A. Kingsbury, Mr. Har-
old Ward, Prof. Holland Roberts, Mrs. Pauline Taylor, 
Mrs. Dorothy Cole, Mrs. Mollie Lucas, Rev. Robert 
Muir,  Mr. Edward Bobrowicz 

Everywhere in the shops and factories which we 
visited in the Soviet Union, we saw peace posters. We 
talked to many of the workers who operate and man-
age these great industries, and they were delighted to 
learn from us that most Americans, like themselves, 
want peace. These workers had spent many hours at 
peace meetings, collecting tens of thousands of signa-
tures to the Stockholm Peace Appeal, but they as-
sured us that they do not allow these activities to i n-
terfere with their production plans, which they co n-
sider also a part of the work, for peace. When we re-
marked that time spent in talking with us would have 
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to be made up, the workers reassured us laughingly, 
òIt will be done!ó This is a familiar phrase, repeated 
again and againñin speaking of the afforestation and 
reclamation projects, of fulfilling or over -fulfilling i n-
dustrial plans, of stopping the drive toward war ñòIt 
will be done!ó 

We saw this spirit in the factories. The little red 
flags we noticed on some of the machines were the 
distinguishing mark of a skilled, highly productive 
worker. Many of these outstanding workers are 
young men and women in their early twenties, lea d-
ers in the gigantic program of production which has 
in thirty years elevated a backward, semi-feudal agri-
cultural state into the leading position in industrial 
Europe. 

At the Stalin Auto Plant in Moscow, we stopped 
before a flag-bedecked lathe, to talk to a young wom-
an of 22 who was machining precision parts for the 
ZIS automobile, one of the Soviet Unionõs quality 
cars. She went ahead with her work quietly, with no 
sign that our close scrutiny  made her feel awkward or 
self-conscious in any way. There was neither hurry 
nor strain in her movements or general attitude.  
òHow do you set production records on your ma-

chine without speed -up?ó we asked her. 
òItõs the quality of this work that counts,ó she an-

swered without hesitation. òNot just quantity. I cut 
down on waste by watching the work carefully and 
making every motion count toward a finished part 
that measures just right. Thatõs better than spoiling 
the work by hurrying. I increase my speed too, but 
quality comes first.ó She pointed to a red banner that 
ran the entire length of the room.  

 òComrade workers of this shop,ó the banner read, 
òlet us develop more fully the socialist competition 
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for fulfilling the plan for 1950 ahead of time ñthe First 
Postwar Stalin Five Year Plan.ó 
òBut why do you work so hard to complete the 

plan ahead of time?ó we asked her. 
 òFor peace,ó she answered, pointing to another 

scarlet banner over our heads, which read, òGreetings 
to all fighters for peace against the instigators of a 
new war.ó 
We exchanged mystified glances. òWhat do more 

new cars have to do with peace?ó we asked. 
òIt builds up our peaceful socialist production for 

the people.  It shows the whole wor ld we are working 
for peaceñto make a better life for our country. We 
feel it is more important to make cars than tanks or 
guns.ó 
òExcuse us,ó one of us said as we started on, òfor 

taking tim e away from your work.ó 

 
Mrs. Dorothy Cole and Dr. John A. Kingsbury inspect a 
new car coming off the assembly line at the Stalin Auto 
Plant in Moscow 
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She smiled confidently as we moved reluctantly 
away. 
òItõs all right,ó she shot back at us, òI can spare a 

little time.  
Iõm working on January, 1955.ó 
Four years ahead of schedule, we remarked to 

each other as we watched her turn back to her lathe. 
Weõll tell our own youth in the United States about 
this; perhaps theyõll help move our peace program 
into high gear to catch up with our Soviet friends. 

As we left the factory, still another large sign over 
the door caught our eyes; òWe want peace and we 
fight only for peace.ó' Everywhere the Soviet people 
were surrounded with urgent  reminders of the neces-
sity of peace. 

In the streets, in the great Palaces of Culture, in the 
motion picture theaters, and in the factories, peace 
was the keynote. By actual count, peace slogans out-
numbered all others twelve  to one in two large facto-
ry departments we visited.  

There are, of course, Soviet factories which pro-
duce guns and tanks, but the program of industrial 
expansion is not centered around armaments, but ra-
ther around consumer goods, goods for peace. And 
each Soviet citizen works and hopes for the day when 
everyone will be making carsñnot tanks; linotype 
machinesñnot guns. 

The Stalin Auto Plant of which the ZIS Autom o-
bile Section is only one part, is the largest plant in 
Moscow, and one of the largest auto plants in the So-
viet Union. Chief Engineer, Alexei Krylov, outlined its 
history for us. Before the Revolution, there was no au-
to industry in Russia. On this site, however, in 1917, 
there were a few buildings which were us ed as a re-
pair shop for foreign  cars. Construction of an auto 
plant began in 1917, and in 1924, the first ten automo-
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biles were produced. There have been enlargements 
of the plant in three different periods, 1929-31, 1934-
36, 1946-48. During the second World War, the plant 
was completely evacuated, and all its machinery 
moved to the Ural Mountains to prevent it from fal l-
ing into the hands of the Nazis.  

Going through the factory, we had an opportunity 
to observe the processes in the construction of the fine 
automobiles like the ones in which we had ridden, the 
trucks we had seen rolling over the streets of Mos-
cow, and the modern ambulances in which Dr. 
Kingsbury was especially i nterested. We visited the 
huge òblacksmith shop,ó with it forging machines 
and punch-presses lined up for about a block and a 
half. James Miller, who as a machinist, was especially 
interested, commented: 

òIn my shop I have made many dies such as 
these machines use. There were a few American -
made machines but 90 per cent of them were Rus-
sian-made. They were modern and large but it 
looked to me as though they were wasting some 
good steel by not having their machines and dies 
set right, but they were certainly making every e f-
fort to correct such shortcomings.ó 

We visited the parts department where Miller 
again reported: 

òIt was very modern with some American 
lathes, milling machin es and shapers. But again I 
noted about 80 per cent of their machines were 
Russian made. And I found that the work that 
came out of them was accurate when I checked 
some parts.ó 

Further along, we saw these parts assembled, the 
motors completed, and other accessories finished. We 
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saw the trucks take final form and roll off the assem-
bly lines, and Miller remarked:  

òI saw what in our country we call a òtailored 
job.ó It was the ZIS 110 model seven-passenger car 
equipped with a 140 horsepower engine, and simi-
lar to our Cadillac. Each car, after assembly, was 
individually tested. The men all wore white coats 
and seemed to enjoy working. On another assem-
bly line we saw the trucks put together starting 
with the fr ame, moving down the line to where the 
trucks came off ready to drive. By my timing th ere 
was one built every six minutes. 
òI saw no one rush on the job. It looked to me 

like they had time to spare, after performing their 
part of the assembly. I noticed that some of the 
workers sang as they worked, some were kidding 
and joking with each other. And when we talked 
with  them, they gave the impression of being a 
bunch of satisfied workers.ó 

Eddie Bobrowicz put his impressions in these 
words:  

òThe tremendous vitality of the Soviet worker 
on the production li ne was striking proof to me, 
that the workers in the Soviet Union were in no 
sense òslave laboró captives. 
òTalking to th e workers in the Auto Plant in 

Moscow, all of them expressed a desire to improve 
not only their production, but more important to 
them, the quality of their work in order to further 
contribute to the u plifting of the standard of livi ng 
of all Soviet people. Slogans like ôWe build and 
work to create a healthy, happier people in our 
countryõ adorned the walls of the factory. As one 
worker summed it up; ôWith our hands we create 
products for peaceñnot warõ.ó 
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The plant produces several models, including a 
three-axle truck and others up to four and one -half  
tons, twenty -eight and thirty -four passenger buses, as 
well as the ZIS 110 automobile. All parts are made 
right in the plant, which employs 10,000 workers.  

The plant has a special department concerned 
with the training, of new workers, and increasing the 
skills of the older workers. The training program is 
carefully organized and covers a wide range from el-
ementary technical training for new personnel to the  
vocational program for skilled technicians. There is 
also organized in-plant training for upgrading and 
requalification, and a special technical college which 
trains engineers. Workersõ wages continue while they 
are going to school. For example, six hours of work 
and two hours of study is paid for on the basis of an 
eight-hour day.  

The plant also has its own polyclinic, hospital, and 
emergency first -aid stations, a sanatorium on the Bal-
tic Sea near Riga, a rest home 50 miles from Moscow, 
its own kindergartens and nurseries, and a special 
camp in the country for the children of the workers. 
These services, as is usually the case in the USSR, are 
provided to the worker without charge, or at very low 
rates. 

Like other Soviet enterprises, the plant has its own 
cultural center which all workers and their families 
useña theater, a library, a dance hall and gymnasi-
um, as well as study rooms for classes in dance, art, 
science, etc. At the restaurant a worker could get a 
complete hot meal of soup, meat, vegetables, dessert, 
and beverage for about seventy cents. Also, they had 
sanitary wash rooms and good dressing rooms so 
they could come to work clean and go home clean. 
Work clothes are provided by the plant.  

The work -day in the Stalin Auto Plant is eight 
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hours, and the work -week six days. Overtime is per-
mitted with the consent of the union, but cannot e x-
ceed ten hours a month. Workers then receive one and 
one-half pay for the first two hours, and then  double 
pay for all overtime after that. They work with no a n-
ticipation of possible unemployment or layoff, for th e-
se things do not exist in the Soviet Union. They work 
knowing that the possibilities for advancement are 
great, that every assistance is placed at their disposal to 
help them advance, and that wages increase with ad-
vancement. Wages range from 1,000 to 3,000 rubles per 
month. Workers who show ability are promoted to 
higher skilled jobs with correspon ding raises in pay. 
Everyone in this plant, including its present manag e-
ment, began as rank and file workers, and 40 per cent 
of the workers in the plant are women.  

Every worker has a certain daily task; if he cannot 
fulfill his task, he is given the necessary additional 
help. If a machine replaces a man, this man is retrained 
for other work in the same shop, if he prefer s, or else-
where. The change to a new job is accomplished wit h-
out a halt in the workerõs production or wage. During 
his working years, the worker is given from fourteen 
to twenty -eight daysõ vacation a year with expenses 
partly paid and allowance for transpo rtation to the v a-
cation spot he chooses, and, of course, his regular wag-
es continue during this vacation per iod. 

Men are pensioned at the age of 60, women at 55, 
but they do not have to retire. They may continue to 
work if the y choose, either part-time or full time, and 
still collect their pensions, along with their wages. 
Rent for the family of a pensioned worker is  free. 

Membership in the  union is volu ntary, and 93 per 
cent of the workers in the Stalin Plant belong. Work-
ers pay their union dues directly to their stewards; 
there is no check-off  of dues. Stewards are elected in 
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each department by secret ballot, and the seven full 
time union officials in this plant are elected by a con-
ference of delegates from different departments. 

The union not only takes part in setting 
production norms,  but has the deciding voice. These 
norms are always discussed with the workers. The 
union also plays a major part in deciding production  
methods, and in the settlement of all grievances and 
conflicts. 

A grievance goes first to the steward, and often 
can be settled at the level of the basic trade union 
group which is always kept small so that individual 
worker sõ problems can get full atten tion . The steward, 
or òtrade union group organizeró in Soviet termino l-
ogy, is obligated to keep in close touch with all the 
problems of the workers in his group, not only on the 
job but relating to his living conditions.  

If th e steward is unable to settle the grievance, it 
may go to a special committee and then to the Rates 
and Conflicts Commission.  This is a conciliation board 
with equal representation of workers and manag e-
ment, whose findings are binding for both sides. If th e 
grievance cannot be settled by this commission, it may 
go to the next higher instance of the trade union and 
industry in question, and then to the All -Union Cou n-
cil of Trade Unions and the Ministry of the industry.  

Many disputes are taken to the courts, since the 
comprehensive labor legislation of the Soviet Union, 
drawn up with the participation of the unions the m-
selves, covers many situations which elsewhere have 
to be fought out between unions and management in 
the factory. 

We were informed that in the  vast majority of cas-
es, whether handled by negotiations or the courts, the 
decision is in favor of the trade unions.  

In cases where there are repeated infringements of 
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work ersõ rights, the trade union can bring about the 
dismissal of the manager or any member of the ad-
ministrative personnel responsible for such violations 
of the labor code. 

When we asked one of the shop stewards in the 
Stalin Plant for an example of a grievance that might 
come up, he said that last week there werenõt any. 
òBut,ó he told us, òsuppose a worker produces a cer-
tain part and feels that he should be paid more for it, 
he would take his complaint to the grievance commi t-
tee if the steward is unable to settle the question. 
Usually it will be settled there, but if not, it can go to 
the special committee in charge of production and l a-
bor, and if not there, to still higher bodies.ó 

The Plant Trade Union Committee handles any-
thing that calls for discipline. For example, if a man is 
late for work several times, a fellow work er is as-
signed the job of talking to him, and helping  him to 
understand his responsibilities . If his fellow worker or 
his steward cannot help him, it then becomes neces-
sary for the Plant Committee to discipline him. Only 
if the trade union fails to correct the situation d oes the 
management step in, and even so the trade union 
must give its consent and has the right of appeal from 
any measure it considers unjust. 

Every precaution is taken against injury on the job, 
and if it is discovered that management or machinery 
is at fault for an injury, management is severely crit i-
cized, and, in serious cases, subject to fines, or dismis-
sal or prison sentence. When a worker is injured all 
medical attention and hospitalization is covered by 
the social insurance of the USSR. All the insurance 
funds are provided by the plant, not by the workers.  

As we left the Stalin Auto Plant, a group of 
Stakhanovite workers came out to greet us, grimy and 
dirty in their foundry clothes. They were friendly men 
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who sent messages of peace and hope through us to 
fellow workers and peace-minded people in America.  

We also visited other industrial plants, among 
them the Kirov Steel Plant in Leningrad. We spoke to 
many of the workers there, again found modern up -
to-date machinery, and again no speedup. 

In Lenin grad, we visited the Polygraphic Linotype 
Works. Sixty years ago, there were no such plants in 
Russia. This plant was first started in pre-
revolutionary times on a site of 350 square meters. It 
employed one hundred workers. New additions were 
built in 1922, õ25, õ28, and õ30, and the last new build-
ings were completed in 1940. The present plant covers 
40,000 square meters, and produces linotype ma-
chines, book-binding machines, cigarette-packing ma-
chines, and cardboard box-making machines, also 
machinery for watch factories. Foreman Alexander 
Demin took us around and explained the process of 

 
"The Defense of peace is the business of all the peoples of 
the world!" reads the banner over this peace meeting of the 
workers at the Moscow electric bulb plant. Such meetings 
are held frequently throughout the Soviet Union. 


