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Introduction

Although the sultitle of this bookis similar toHoward Zinrés
Peoplds History of the United Statethatbookwas not the inspir
tion for this work.The idea came from the bodWi pais, la tierra 'y
sus gentegMy Country, Its Land and Peop)eby Pablo Miranda.

He was able to break down the history and politics of his natve E
uador in a simple form (simple enough that | was able to read
through it easily with my rudimentary knowledgé $panish). |
thoughtthat it would be helpful to readers in the U.S., particularly
young people, to have a similar history of the W&.course, the
inevitable weakness in shortwork that tries to deal with such a
complex subject is that it is not pdds to covereven all major
events.

| am not a historian by professiobyt | have done aertain
amount of political and historical writing. dlso participate in
many of the events of the last 50 years thatdiseussedn this
book so much of this grt is more experience than histohyam an
Anglo-American (white) marfrom a middle class background. |
becamean activistin the fightagainst the Vietham Wat Columbia
University. In the antiwar movement, & had major discussions as
to whether or nothis war was a mistake. It was the invasion by the
U.S. of the Dominican Republic ispril of 1965 that made it clear
to me that these wars were a consequence of the system of imperia
ism (monopoly capitalism)and Iwaswon over to scientific sodia
ism. Since then, | have worked with varioldarxist-Leninist
groups in an attempt to build a genuine communist party in this
country.

The reader will see that | have made no attempt to separate the
fibare facté from my views Everywriter, to one extent oanother,
and with greater or lesser honesty, inchitiées own views. This
doesnot preclude being objectivas long as thevriter base these
views on facts.

Many of my positionsmay be controversial, even to readers
with similar views.| also tried to wite both for those who have
some understanding of scientific socialism and those who dd not.
hope thatpeoplewill readthe whole bookeven f they havedisa-
greements. fl they have serious comments or criticisnasd of
course if they find any factuatrors,| would greatlyappreciate itfi



they would share them with mewill try to take them into account
in future editiors of this book as | have done with this edition

GeorgeGruenthal
georgeg0626@hotmail.com



1. The Americas before Columbus

Despite the stories in U.S. history books, Columbus did not
fidiscoved America. There were people in the Americas for at
least 30,000 years before the arrival of the European settlers. In
what is today the United States and Canada, there were the great
mound building societies, particularly in the Ohio Valley; hunter
gatherers including some of the peoples of the Great Plains; the
Dine [{iNavaja) and Hopi peoples, who developed settled africu
ture in the Southwest; the Algonquin and Iroquois peoples in the
Northeast, who also mainly engaged in farming, among mdmy ot
ers.As Engels points outhroughout the world, including in the
Americas, peoplat first lived in communal soctg, where the
instruments of production were shared in common.

There werealso major civilizations with highly developed
class differences, such as the Wari, Nazcas and Incas in tkee And
an region of South Americghe Mayas in what is now southern
Mexico, particularly the Yucatan peninsula, and Central Amgrica
and the Teotihuac®ca, Toltecs and Aztecs in what is nownee
tral Mexico.

Pyramid of the Sun, Teotihuacan, central Mexico,
begun about 100 C.E. (Common Era)

" Their development indicates that, even if there had been no
conquest of the Americas by the western colonialists, class societies
would still have developed in the Western Hemisphere.



By various estimates, there were up to 100 million people in
hundreds of tribes and nationalities in all partghis vast area,
including up to 12 million (Ward Churchill says 35 million) in
North America. U.S. historians today are forced to recognize
much of this.

When Columbus arrived in the Caribbean, he described the
peacefulness of the native Arawak peoplewever, this did not
stop him from rounding up 500 of them and sending them to
Spain in 1495. Of these, 200 diedbrad the way. Under the
Spanish conquistadores (conquerovgjh the active assistance
of priests native poples were enslaved on estatesgorced to
search for goldwhose locationhey were often tortured tees
veal Many died in the mines as slavdsater, Spain enslaved
Africans and brought them to their colonies.

Though some people claim that the indigenous peoples of
the Caribbean wereompletely wiped out, this is not correct.
When the Spanish conquerors came, they did not bring women.
Cleatly, they had sexal relationswith the indigenous women,
mainly through rapeso many people in the Caribbean today
have indigenous ancestry.

Overthe next decades, Spain conquered most of what is now
called Latin America. But the defeaf the Spanish Armada
(fleet) by the British in 1588 allowed Britain to take part in the
conquest of the Western Hemisphere.

When English settlers arrived in the harast of what isok
day the United Stategparticularly Massachusetts (from thel-A
gonquin meaningi p e o ptheegrea ilb), the native peoples
tried to make them welcome, showing them how to grow corn
and other crops to survive. But the leaders ofs#tlers, once
they felt confident that they could live in their new environment,
responded by massacring the original inhabitants.

EarlierU.S. history booksold of good white men coming to
bring ficivilizationo to the native peoples. But these fairy sale
have now been too well exposed, mostly due to the struggles of
the native peoples themselves. Instead, they have been replaced

" If the settlers had adopted the view that immigrants should speak
the language of the peoples that they live among, we on much of the
East Coast would be speaking Algonquin.
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by new and more subtle lies. In these, the settlers (such as John
Smith) are seen as getting along with the native people ésich
Pocahontas), but these peaceful relations were foiledhbly
heads from both sides. One might call this the Disneysionof
history, as portrayed in the 1995 mofiRocahontaé

The history of relations between the native peoples and the
leaders of the colonists, and later the U.S. government,lhas a
ways been one of genocide and forced remdweatn before the
American Revolution, many of theriginal inhabitants wer
pushed west of the Ohio Riverhen particularly in the 183Qs
they were pushed west of the Mississippi and finally into tee sy
tem offreservationgtoday. Even here people dmrcedoff the-
se reservations whenever oil, goldotiner valuable urces &
found there Ward Churchill saysthat some 2/3 of U.S. energy
resources are on these reservations. Besides the outright takeover
of these areas, the mining has caused tremendous environmental
damagesuchasfrom the radioactie wasteof the former urain
um mines in the Black Hills of South Dakota, an area thad-is s
cred to the Lakota people. These reservations are on the worst

Drawing: Colonists vs. Native People
Battle of Bloody Brook, 1675, near Deerfield, Massachusetts



land, where almost nothing grows.

According to official figures, of alfiethnic groups the life
expectancy for Native Americans is the lowest (72 years, 5 years
lower than for AngleAmericans). However, this difference
seems greatly underestimategsinceit is officially recognized
that thedeath rate foNative Americans is 50% higher than that
of whites. The official unemploymentate for native peopless
the highest (11% in 2014, twice the overall rads)is the pov-
erty rate of 25%and theyhave the highest ratef alcoholism
and suicide. But from the wars of the Seminole people together
with their African allies against the attacks by Andrew Jackson,
to the defeat of U.S. General Custer in 18i6the battle of
Wounded Knee in 1973, the native peoples haveyaviaught
to defend their land and sovereignty.

Buffy Sainte-Marie:
fiMy Country 6 T i shy BdopleTYoure Dyingo (1964)

Buffy Ste Marie is a musician, compose
singer and educator born in the Piapot Plai
Cree First Nation in Saskatchewan, Canac
She wote many moving songs describing t
situation of the native peoples of Norti =i
America. {87 AN

Fromthe 1974 albunNative North American Child: An Odyssey
Music at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FKKGNMNI

Now that your big eyes have finally opened
Now that yauGe wondering how must they feel
Meaning them that y@ue chased across Amer@sanovie screens
Now that yodre wonderingihow can it be reaf?
That the ones ydue called colorful, noble and proud
In your school propaganda
They starve in their splendor?
Youdve asked for my comment | simply will render.
My countrydis of thy people yoire dying.

" See: https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2014/p0422-
natamerican-deathrate.html
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Now that the longhouses breed superstition
You force us to send our toddlers away
To your schools where thég taught to despise their traditions.
Forbid thentheir languages, then further say
That American history really began
When Columbus set sail out of Europe, then stress
That the nation of leeches that conquered this land
Are the biggest and bravest and boldest and best.
And yet where in your history booksthe tale
Of the genocide basic to this courdayirth,
Of the preachers who lied, how the Bill of Rights failed,
How a nation of patriots returned to their earth?
And where will it tell of the Liberty Bell
As it rang with a thud
Ocer Kinzua mud
And o brave Uncle Sam in Alaska this year?
My countrydis of thy people yoire dying.

Hear how the bargain was made for the West:
With her shivering children in zero degrees,
Blankets for your land, so the treaties attest,
Oh well, blankets for land is a baig indeed,
And the blankets were those Uncle Sam had collected
From smallpoxdiseased dying soldiers that day.
And the tribes were wiped out and the history books censored,
A hundred years of your statesmen have fédtbetter this way.
And yet a few othe conquered have somehow survived,
Their blood runs the redder though genes have paled.
From the Grand Cany@mcaverns to craven sad hills
The wounded, the losers, the robbed sing their tale.
From Los Angeles County to upstate New York
The white natiorfattens while others grow lean;
Oh the tricked and evicted they know what | mean.

My countrydis of thy people yoire dying.

The past it just crumbled, the future just threatens;
Our life blood shut up in your chemical tanks.

And now here you come, bilif sale in your hands
And surprise in your eyes that @&e lacking in thanks



For the blessings of civilization yéte brought us,
The lessons ydie taught us, the ruin yéee wrought us
Oh see what our trust in Amerisabrought us.

My countrydis of thy people yodére dying.

Now that the pride of the sires receives charity,
Now that wére harmless and safe behind laws,
Now that my lifés to be known as your heritage,
Now that even the graves have been robbed,
Now that our own chosen way is a novelty
Hands on our hearts we salute you your victory,
Choke on your blue white and scarlet hypocrisy
Pitying the blindness that ydte never seen
That the eagles of war whose wings lent you glory
They were never no more than carrion crows,
Pushed the wrens from iheest, stole their eggs, changed their
story;
The mockingbird sings it,@ all that he knows.
fiAh what can | do@say a powerless few
With a lump in your throat and a tear in your eye
Cartt you see that their povefi/profiting you.

My countrydis of thy people yo@re dying.

Bibl: Ward Churchill, edMarxism and Native American$983.
Friedrich EngelsThe Origin of the FamilyPrivate Property
and the Statdirst published in Englishl 891
Lewis H. MorganAncient Societyl877. Engels based much
his above work on Morganods

*Morgan has a chapter on fAThe Aztec

states that the Aztecs were also a pre-class society. Although this may
have been true while they were a nomadic society, when they settled in
central Mexico they took over the class relations of the earlier societies
in the region.
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2. African Slaves

Though the genocide of the native peoples led to the clearing
of the land, it did not solve the question of who would work the
land. The small farms of the North were usually worked by the
farm-ownersthemselves. But the large plantations of the South
(cotton, rice, indigo, sugar and tobacco) needed large amounts of
labor. Attempts to enslave the indigenous people were generally
not successful, as they could and did run away to the West to
join their brothers and sisters beyond the reach of the settlers.

African slavery in the Westn Hemisphere begam 1502in
preseriday Hispaniola (th&€aribbeanisland made upoday of
the Dominican Republic and Haiti) and expanded rapidly by
1510. The firstAfrican slaves in what was to become the U.S.
were brought by the Spanish to South Carolina in 1526, but the
slaves revolted and joid the native people. In 1565, slaves
were brought to St. Augustine, Florida. In the British colonies of
North America slavery began when some 2@fricans were
brought to Jonestown, Virginia, in 1619. In 1625, the Dutch
West Indies Company brought 11 enslaved Africans to the New
Amsterdam colony in what is now New York City.

Engraving: Slaves in the cotton fields



Some 12.5 million enslaved persons were kidnapped from
Africa, according to the TrarAtlantic Slave Trade Databask.
plague in the National Museum of Afric#&merican History in
Washington DC estimates that less than half survived to do
forced labor inhie Western Hemisphere.

In the first census after the 1776 revolution that led to the
formation of the United States, in 1790, there were almost
700,000 enslaved persons of African descent, out of a total pop
lation of almost 4 millionpeople In the statesthat later joined
the Confederacy, there were over 500,000 slarese thana
third of the total population of about 1.5 million in these states.
There was slavery in the Northern colonies as well, but the nu
bers were much smaller and many worked onlisfaans or as
house slaves. In New York State, slavery was finally abolished
only in 1827. But much Northern capital was involved in slavery
in other ways. Most of the U.S. slave ships were produced by the
New England shipbuilding industryThough theCorstitution
outlawedthe internationaslave trade after 1808lew York @mn-
tinued to be the center of thidiegal trade until the Civil War.
And through the end of thavar, Northern banksparticularly
from New York City, financed thecotton trade and thuthe
Southern slave ownergshese banks were the financial backbone
of the Democratic Party, which supported slayanyd this trade
helped make New York the financial capital of the U.S

While Southern plantations were worked by chattel slaves
(the slaveswvho were themselves owned by their masters), the
products of this slave labor were sold on the capitalist world
market. This wadglifferent fromslavery in ancient Greece and
Rome, whereni general slaves were eitifesuseholdservants or
labored to enrich theipersonalowners. Cotton from the South
provided the raw material for the English textile industry, while
tobacco was sold teatisfy the habits of smokers worldwide.
Similarly, suga from the French colony of Haitiater fromthe
U.S. territory of Louisiana and the Spanish colony of Cuba was
used to sweeten the lives of those who could afford it throughout
the U.S. and Europe. In the period before the Civil V#ayh-
erncotton picled by slave labor made up 2/3 of all U.S. exports.
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Karl Marx pointed out the relation betweemodern slavery
to the beginnings of capitalism:

fiThe discovery of gold and silver in America, the exti
pation, enslavement and entombment in mines of thegabori
inal population, the beginning of the conquest and looting of
the East Indies, the turning of Africa into a warren for the
commercial hunting of blaekkins, signalized the rosy dawn
of the era of capitalist producti@n(Marx: Capital, Vol. I,
Chapter 31Genesis of the Industrial Capitalist.)

He also briefly described the conditions of slave labor:

fiHence the negro labor in the Southern States of the
American Union preserved something of a patriarchat-cha
acter, so long as production was chiefly directeihtmed-
ate local consumption. But in proportion, as the export of
cotton became of vital interest to these states, the- over
working of the negro and sometimes the using up of his life
in 7 years of labor became a factor in a calculated and-calc
lating sysemo (Capital, Vol. I, Chapter 10: The Working
Day, Section 2.)

European Indentures

In addition, nany Europeangooking for jobs were brought
over from Euope as indentured servantsorderto pay the high
cost of passage to the colonies, thad tosell themselves to
whoever would pay for their passag&hey would worktheir
debtoff over a fixed pend, usually fromfour to sevenyears.
These indenturemade up anywhere from 50 to 70% of those
coming from Europe to North American the colonial peod.
Englandaso had many people in prisomften small farmers
who had to borrow money from the banks and were unable to
repay their debts. Many of these peoplere sentenced to
it r an septdorthte colonies asdenture. Large numbers of
whites inMaryland, Virginia, andGeorgia were former prise
ers. Some 50,000 came to North America in this way.

In the early colonial period, the working and living cend
tions of theEuropearindentures and the African slaves were not
very different, though many inentures worked on small farms
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and industries, while most slaves worked on plantatigloseo-
ver, Africans were almost always enslaved for life, while dzur
peans mostly came voluntarily under a fixedm contract.

There werdrequently joint rebellions and other proteby
blacks and whitesncluding about tensuch revoltsn Virginia
betweerthe Servants Plot of 1663 and the tobacco riots of 1682.
The largest of these was BaésiiRebellion in 1676. Angered by
fad thatthe wealthymonopolzed theland around the capital,
Jamestown, poor whites and blacks united and burned down the
capital, forcingthe governor William Berkeley to flee. Howe-
er, the rebellion waalsodirected against the native people, as
some ofthe rebels wanted the unrestricted right to take over their
land. The rebellion was crushead one thousand troops were
sent from England. Twenthree leaders of the rebellion were

hanged.As Berkeleywré e i n a | etter some
misaable that man is that Governes a People where six parts of
seaven are Poore, Endebted, Di s

by Allen, below. To prevent similar rebellionsf blacks and
whites laws were passed, particularly in the South, which treated
the Africans adinferior,0 creating a separation between blacks
and whites.

Bibl: Ted Allen,Class Struggle and the Origin of Racial Slavery
andInvention of the White Rac&975
Ira Berlin & Leslie M. Harris, edsSlavery in New Yori2005

Drawing: European indentured servants
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3. Formation ofthe 13 Colonies
into the United States

As production developed in the B3itish colonies, industr
al capitalism based on wage slavery developed in the North and
plantation agriculture based on chattel slavery developed in the
South.The colonists, buparticularlythe Northern capitalists and
the Southern plantershafed under the restrictions imposed by
the British monarchy. They had to pay taxes to the king, and
could carry on trade only with thenother countn In the Bes-
ton Massacre in 1770, Bish troops killedive colonists(includ-
ing Crispus Attucks, the firstléck person killed in the Reun
tionary War), and woundesix others. The tensions grew, tea
ing to the Boston Tea Party in 1773, in which a group of-col
nists threw British tea in thibartor rather than pay taxes on it
(However,some colonists opposed this act, believing thatrit co
tradictedther sloganof il i ber t y .GaAftertheBribsper t y
fired on protestorait Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts, in
April of 1775, many clonists who had been uncertain as to
whether they wanted full independence or singplgater auto-
omy joined the armed struggle that led to Usgparatiorfrom
Britain.

The colonistéfight against the British armyasone of the
first guerrilla wars After sevenyears of fighting, the British
were forced to withdrawThe white men with property chose
delegates tahe Continental Congress, which led the podl
aspect of the waFor a short period, the 13 former colonies tried
to maintain a loosgroupingunder the Articles of Confederation,
but they soon agreed to formUnited States of America. The
new country decided tabolishthe monarchy and hereditary t
tles, which existed in most of Europe, and to establish a republic,
with a president and whouses of the legislatyrhe Senate and
the House of Representatives

Voting was generally restricted to white men who owned
property; women were not allowed to vote until 192@lerthe
19th Amendment to the Constitution. The House of Reprasent
tiveswas electd directly by the eligible voters, with one &re-
sentative for every certain number of voters. The Senate had two
members for each state, regardless of population. The Senators
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were chosen by the legislature of each state, npbpylar vote,
until the 17th Anendment in 1913. Similarly, tHeresident was
and still is,chosen by the members of the Electoral College, the
numberof electorsfrom each state being equal to the totahnu
ber d Representi@ves and 8nators from that state. Thesecele
tors were chosefin such Manner as the Legislature thereof shall
direcd (U.S. Constution, Article Il, Section 1). However, by
1828, in all but two statethe electorsvere chosen by general
election.Iln almost all stateshe electorswerepledged tasupport

the winner of the majority of votes in that state.

The electorsstill occasionally play an important role, as in
the HayesTilden election in 1876 (see Chap8randthe Bush
Gore electiorin 2000(see Chapter 33). There have been several
electiors in which the president received the largest number of
electoral votes but did not have the highest popular vote. This
happened most recently in 2016, when Donald Trump was ch
sen President although he lost the popular vote to Hillary Clinton
by almost 3million votes. This is a good reason to abolish the
Electoral College.

In 1787 a Constitutional Convention was called to draw up a
new Constitution. The main question that had to be decided by
the delegates was that of slavery. Although most states in the
North allowed slavery, slave labor played a minor role in iNort
ern production, as it was neery profitable in the small farms,
workshops and factories there. In the plantation South, slaves
were the main source of labor. While the Nerth capitalists
generally did not want to abolisklavery,they did want to slow
its spread. A series of compromises was adopted.iritbena-
tional slave trade was to be ended by 1808. The bigger question
was how to count the slave population. The Southern plantation
owners who granted no rights to their slaves, wanted them
counted in the census since this would increase the number of
their representatives in Congre§he Northern capitalists did
not want slaves counted at all. compromise was reached to
count each slavas 3/5 of a person (Article l,eStion 2of the
U.S. Constitution This gave the South representation imCo
gress beyond the number of its free citizens, and this @smpr

14



mise lasted untiafterthe Civil Warwith the passage of the 13th
Amendment in 1865

The Constitution was ratified in 1788. TBél of Rights, the
first 10 Amendments to the Constitution, were ratified in 1791.
These provided for certain rights to the citizens, including-fre
dom of the press, of speech and assendoig the right to trial
by jury. Although in practice these may be denied or restricted,
as by requiring a police permit for a march or rally, they were far
more progressive than the provisions of most of the constitutions
in Europe.
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4. Andrew Jackson fiRepresentativeof the
Common People) Indian Fighter and Slaveowner

In 1824, whermAndrew Jackson made his firstpsuccessful
run for the presidency, only 25% of adult white males were el
gible to vote.By 1828,the eligible voters rather than the state
legislators chose thestate presidential electoirs 22 out of 24
states However, U.S. senators westll chosen by the statege
islatures until the 17th Constitutionamendmenin 1913.

Jackson won his first presidential election in 1828 under the
sloganfivVote for us if you believe that the people shouldvgo
ernd Under Jackson, most states gradually eliminated property
gualificationsfor voting, including the regirement that they be
taxpayers By 1840, 78% of adult white males were eligible to
vote.

Vladimir Lenin, leadeof the Russian socialist revolution of
1917, pointed out:

fiThe reason why the omnipotence @fealthd is better
securedin a democratic republic, is that it does not depend
on the faulty political shell of capitalism. A democraté r
public is the best possible political shell for capitalism, and,
therefore, once capital has gained possession of this very
best shell... it establishes its power so securely, so firmly,
thatno change, either of persons, of institutions, or of parties
in the bourgeoiglemocratic republic, can shakedifLenin,
The State and Revolutign

Jacksofs populist image should not hide the fact that he was
a major merchant anslaveowner.Hundreds of slaves worked
on his plantation, The Hermitage, near Nashvillennessee.

Jackson was also infamous as a fighter against the native
peoples. In Florida, which was then a Spanish colony, slaves
who converted to Catholicism were freed. AfteSUndepen-
ence, many slaves from Georgia ran off to Florida, where they
sdtled among the Creeks and Seminoles. In the First Seminole
War of 181619, Andrew Jackson led campaign against the
native peoples and their African alljeshich forced Spain to
cede Florida to the 3. in 1820.
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In 1830, President Jackson signed thdandremoval Act,
forcing the native peoples to move west of the Mississippi River.
This led to thenfamousTrail of Tears, in which between 2,000
and 6,000 Cherokees out of 16,000 died while being removed to
the Oklahoma Territory. By 1840, some 100,0@@ive people
from the Southeast had been removed, opening up 25 million
acres of land to white settlers.

Engraving: Black Seminoles, Florida

17



5. Compromises and Strugglebetweenthe
Plantation South and the Capitalist North

Capitalism andchattelslavery could not coexist foreverhe
political history of most of the period between the formation of
the United Statesand the Civil War was one of conflict and
compromise between these two systems. For most of this time,
the Southerrslaveowners weredominant. George Washington,
the head of the Continental Army and later first President of the
U.S., was alsmne ofthe largest slavewners in the country.
Other major U.S. leaders, including Jefferson, Madison and
Monroe, wereslaveowness. Of the 15 peddents prior to Li-
coln, eightwere from the South. The tobacco, indigo, rice, sugar
and cotton produced by Southern slave labor were the mest i
portant U.S. export products.

As the U.S. extended westward, the main contradiction was
over whether neueritorieswould be incorporated into the aou
try as slave or frestates As the settlers movetbward the Ohio
River, they pusheaut the native people as they wehhese se
tlers weremainly small farmers, who had no need for (and could
not afford) slaves In the Souththe plantation owners moved
west,also pushing out the native peoglesorporating Alabama,
Mississippi and Louisiana, and annexing Florida from Spadliof
which became slave states. The major conflicts came as the U.S.
expanded west dhe Mississippi. Texas was annexed in 1845 as a
slave state (seB@hapter6). In Kansas and Nebraska, these @sntr
dictions erupted into guerrilla warfare. The small farmers, led by
John Brown, fought the prelavery forcesof the big plantation
owners, resulting in Kansas being admitted to the Union as a free
state(Nebraska only became a state in 1867, after the Civil War.)

Slave Rebellions

The history of thigeriod is full of slave rebellionpartia-
larly throughout the &uth. As the rebellions increased, so did
the restrictions on the slaves. In 18@3Haiti, the slaves &-
belled,abolishedslavery and kicked out the French colonialists.
Francebds defeat l ed it to sell
reachedo the Ganadian bordetp the U.S. in that same year.
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Southern states put through korbidding slaves from
learring to read or writeat least in part so that they would not
learn about the Haitian revolutioihe slaveswere also notla
lowed to drum, as drumimg served as a means of commanic
tion from one plantation to another.

Slaves were not permitted to travel from one plantation to
another except on business of their owner. Slave marriages were
not recognized, and slave families were constdmibken upas
members were sold off wifferentplantation owners.

One of the largstslaverebellions took place in Louisiana in
1811. It was led by Charles Deslondes, wianl beerborn in
Haiti and had gone through the Haitian revolution but was
brought to Louisiana by his owner. He
organized a group of slaves who
marched from Baton éugedown the
Mississippi River, attacking plantation
owners and freeing the slaves. Their
slogan wasfiOn to Orleang& The
slaves were defeated by an armyneo
ing up from New Orleans. Deslondes _J/ -
and other leaders were decapitated am—-,"l"-"—-.’
their heads put on stakén front of the
plantations to terrorize other slaves Book cover:
away from rebellion. On to New Orleans

There were also slave rebellions in the Natltiing the -
riod when slavery was still permitted there. A major revolt broke
out in New York under British colonial rule in 1712, which
nine slaveownes and their assistants were killed. The governor
sent troops to capture the rebels; 25 were executed (inclading
pregnant woma whose execution was delayed until she hae gi
en birth) andsix committed suicide to avoid being captiire

Other major slave rebellions and planned revolts were those
organizedoy Gabrie] slave hamérosselthe name of his ot
er, which Gabriel never uset) the Richmond ared/irginia in
1800, Denmark Vesey in Charleston, South Carolina in 1822 and
Nat, slave nameTlurner in Southampton, Virginia in 1831.16t
ers led the fight to abolish slavery by other means, such as David
Walker, Frederick DouglasWilliam Lloyd Garrisonand %-
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journer Truth. These abolitionists, both black and white, raised
bothmoral andpractical objections to slavery in the U.S.

In 1859, John Brown ledgroup of blacks and whites to raid
the federal arsenal in Harpers Ferry, Virginia, to capture the guns
anddistributethemto the slavesaindto spark a general slave-r
volt. He was captred byU.S. GeneraRobert E. Lee, soon to

lead the Confederate Army. Brown and others were hung.

The Unde-
ground Railway
was made upf
people who
would help

slaves escape to

the North. The
Fugitive Slave
Act of 1850

declared that
any escaped
slave caught

anywhere in the
U.S. had to be
returned tatheir
owner in the
South. Thus the
hand of slavery
reached
throughout the
country Many
free blacks were
seized and taken
down South
under the claim
that they were
escaped slaves
After this the

JOURNAL

0:F. T HE

I ReOO C FE E DINGS
IN
The Detection of the Confpiracy

FORMED BY
Some F#7hite People, in Conjunétion with NVegro and other Slaves,

FOR
Burning the City of VEAZ-YORK in AmERICA,
And Murdering the Inhabitants,

Which Confpiracy was partly put in Execution, by Burning His Majefty’s Houfe in
Fort Georoe, within the faid City, on Wednefday the Eighteenth of March, 1741, and
fetting Fire to feveral Dwelling and other Houfes there, within a few Days fucceeding.
And by another Attempt made in Profecution of the fame infernal Scheme, by putting
Fire between two other Dwelling-Houles within the faid City, on the Fifteenth Day of
February, 1742 5 which was accidentally and timely difcovered and extinguifhed.

C0N:T A I N EN/G,

I A NarraTive of the Trials, Condemnations, Executions, and Behaviour of the
feveral Criminals, at the Gallows and Stake, with their Speeches and Confeffions 5 with
Notes, Obfervations and Reflections occafionally interfperfed throughout the Whole.

I Ax Arpewprx, wherein is fet forth fome additional Evidence concerning the faid
Conﬁn_mry and Confpirators, which has come to Light fince their Trials and
Executions.

HI Lists of the feveral Perfons (Whites and Blacks) committed on Account of the

Confpiracy ; and of the feveral Criminals exceuteds and of thofe tranfported, with
the Places whereto,

By the Recorder of the City of Now-Yor.
Ruid facient Domini, audent cum talia Fures?

i NEW-YORK:
Printed by Fames Parker, at the New Printing-Office, 1744.

Virg., Ecl

In 1741, a series of fires broke out in New
York City, blamed on a conspiracy of blacks
and poor whites to burn the city down.
Although the fires may not have been the
result of such a conspiracy, the authorities
executed or exiled over 100 people

Undeground Railwayhad to extendo Canada.
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6. TheMexican American Wars, 18361848

As with so many other periods in U.S. history, most books
on the Mexican American wars turn the truth on its head. We are
supposed to commemorate tlierave defendedgsof the Alamo
in the war against Mexico for thiéndependence of TexasBut
we are rarely told that this war was both for U.S. territonial e
pansion as well as for the extension of slavery.

In 1823 theU.S. fiMonroe Doctring) already declared &t
no outside power would be allowed to interfere in the Western
Hemisphere, so thdithe U.S. could exercise its own influence
undisturbed

When the first U.S. settlers moved into Texas, which was
then a part of Mexico, they d&bto extend slavery. Thelanta-
tion system rapidly exhausted the soil, so slewaers moved
with their slaves into east Texas. Sam Houston, the first-pres
dent offindependent Texas, was himself a slagsvner. As the
Anglo (white Englishspeaking)settlers moved further weshedy

Republic of Texas, 1836-1845; annexed by U.S. 1845
|:| Disputed area: Claimed by Texas 1836-1845; claimed by U.S. 1845-1848%
[ Menxican Cession, 1848

[ Gadsden Purchase, 1853

Northern Mexico, annexed by the United States, 1836-53
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encountered increased resistance from the Mexican government
and people. The Anglos established the Alamo as a fort to defend
their settlements (as they did elsewhere to guard the land that
they had stolen from the native peoples).

The Mexican army under General Santa Anna attacked the
fort in 1836, defeating the Anglo settldhere,who were wiped
out One of thefiheroes of the Alamo was JamseBowie The
U.S. history bookggnore or downplayhe fact that Bowie was a
major land spculator andslaveowner He bragged about how,
while searching for a mine in a native area of Texas (still under
Mexican sovereignty), he killed over 40 native people white lo
ing only one of his own men.

The  Anglo
settlers later e
feated the Meix
can army and
after a period of
findependende
Texas joined the |
United States in ;
1845 as a slave | '
state. R 7

In a further
war of territorial
expansion, the |
U.S. again &
tacked  Mexico.
The war of 1846
48 and the later &
forced purchase
of the Gadsden
Territory led to
the seizure ofthe

whole of northern st . patrickoés Batt a
Mexico. Thisarea pl aque in Mexico Ci.i
comprised what | rish soldiers of t
are today the Battalion, martyrs who gave their lives to
states of Califo the Mexican cause during the United
Statesd unjust i n\
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nia, Arizona, New Mexico, Utah, Nevadaart of Colorado, and
even parts of Oklahoma and Wyoming. With that, ilkanifest
Destinyo of the U.S. rulers for thiormation of the United States
fifrom sea to shining séavas completed.

One aspect of the Mexicakmerican War that is knownne
ly by a few people in the U.S., but is widely known in Mexico, is
the story of the St. PatriGk Battalion (Los Patricios). Thes
were a group of mostly Irish soldiers who were draftedeer r
cruited into the U.S. army after immigrating to the United States
following the potato famine in Ireland. They were badly treated
by their officers and some 200 hundred defected and joined the
Mexican Army. Some were killed in battle, but the majority of
those who were captured by the U.S. Army were executed as
traitors.Howeverthey arestill treated as heroes in Mexico.

Under the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, forced on Mexico
by the U.S. in 1848he Mexican people in the new U.S. terit
ries were supposed to have the right to keep their landssnd
their language. But these rights were quickly eroded. Many Me
ican peasants were thrown off their lands, either by direct force
or through forced yrchase. English became the official language
of this teritory. Even today in the Soutlest, Spanisispeaking
teachers must teach Spanggeaking students in English, and in
thecourts Spanisispeaking judges preside over trials with i$pa
ish-speaking wihesses and Spanispeaking defendants, but all
in English, thefunofficiald official language of the U.5.

Bibl: Film, One Mar@s Herq 1999
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexican%E2%80%93American
_War#Designs_on_California

" Most people in the U.S. have seen imported products such as
fruits with labels in English and French. This is not because of a large
French-speaking population in the U.S., but because these products are
also imported to Canada. That country recognizes that it is a bi-lingual
country (particularly since Quebec province was originally colonized by
France), and it has a law that any product produced or imported into
Canada must have labels in English and French. It would be simple
enough for the U.S. to adopt a similar law regarding English and
Spanish.
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7. Civil War

By 1860, the forces representingpital usingfree labor in
the North had grown stronger than those represeptangation
owners usinghattel slavery in the South. A coalition led by the
Northern capitalistdncluding the wage laborers and smalinfar
ers united around the Republican Party and its presidential ca
didate, Abraham LincolnAfraid that Lincoln would restrict the
expansion of slaverymost of theslaveowning states seceded
(brokeaway) from the United States. Eleven Southern staes s
cededand formed the Confederate State of America, led by Je
ferson Davis, a large plantation owner from Mississippi who
owned over 100 slaves.

Many white
small farmers in
the South p-
posed secession.
The farmers in
the mountainous
western part of
Virginia, where
the terrain was
not suited to
plantation agr
culture, refused
to secede and
formed the new
state of West
Virginia in 1861
which stayd
with the Union.
The white small
farmers of the
Piedmont (fot
hills of the Apma-
lachian ~ Moun-
tains) in Ab-
bama also voted
against  sece

m—--' e ————

Plague honoring volunteers with the Union
Army, on the building of the American
Lithographers Union, New York City
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sion, but they were not able to form their own state. In April of
1861, Confederate troops fired on federal Fort Sumteuths
Carolina, and the fowyearlong Civil War began.

At first, Lincoln limited himself to preserving the Union and
opposing the extesion of slavery. In August of B2, in a letter
to the editor of thé&New York Tribunghe said:

filf 1 could save thdJnion without freeing any slave, |
would do it, and if | could save it by freeing all the slaves |
would do it, and if | could save it by freeing some and-lea
ing others alone, | would also do that. What | do abouv-Sla
ery and the colored race, | do becausbelieve it helps to
save the Unioro.

In the early part of the war, the Union was largely gnasu
cessfulmilitarily, as Lincoln had appointed vacillating ancheo
servative generals to lead the Army. He also refused to state
clear aims for the war beyondstoring the Union. However, by
late 1862, Lincoln realized that he had to go farther. He appoin
ed Ulysses S. Grant, who was strongly against slavery, s Co
manding GeneralLincoln put through the Emancipation Rro
lamation as an Executive Order, whiatoyided that all slaves in
rebetheld territory as of January 1, 1863, were to be freed.
Blacks were also allowed to join the Union Army. This led to a
huge enlistmenof about186,000black soldiers, including free
blacksfrom the North as well as largaimbers of escaped slaves
who rushed to join the Union army. These troops played a heroic
and often determining role in much of the war. This was so even
though they were often given the most dangerous assignments,
initially had lower pay and were commandey white officers
who often had racist attitudes.

The Union had no standing army, and initially relied ok vo
unteers. Many white trade unionis&nlisted recognizing in
practice Karl Manés slogan thafiabor in the white skin can
never be free while the black skin it is brandetlLater the -
ion (like the Confederagyinstituted a draft. The rich and their
sons made extensive use of a provision of the law that allowed
any persomwho had beedrafted to buy their way out by finding
a substitute or byaying $300. However, the vast majority of
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Union troops were volunteers. Of 2.1 million soldiers, 2% were
draftees, and 6% were substitutes paid by those who otherwise
would have been drafted. Only about 46,00@he Northwere
ever conscripted, althougtme threat of being drafted spurred
people to enlist.

It is no coincidence that New York City was a center of-anti
Union and antblacksentiment, as the New York banking dsta
lishment had always financed the Southern staweers. New
York City Mayor Fernando Wood, a leader of the Democratic
Party, called for the secession of New York City from the Union.
In 1863, a racisfiantidraftd riot shook the city, with whites
lynching blacksfrom lampposts and burning down the Colored
Childrerts Orphanage. These riptwhich lastedalmost a week
andled to the deaths of at least 119 Black peoptre justly put
down by force.

In 1864 Lincoln was overwhelmingly reelected president.
He was assassinatéal a conspiracy letdy John Wilkes Booth, a
Southern racist, in April of 1865, two weeks after the Union
victory.

It is worth noting that Joseph Weydemeyer, a Marxist who
had fought together with Engels in the German revolution of
1848, emigrated to the United States in 1851. During the Civil

Black troops in the Union Army
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War he joined the Union army, fighting against the Confederates
in Missouri and rising to the rank of Colonel.

Bibl: Marx and EngelsThe Civil Warin the United States
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8. Reconstruction and the Development
of the Afro-American Nation

The conclusion of the Civil War brought about the end of
chattel slavery in the U.S. Ironically, the last slaves to be freed
were those in théborder states,Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky
and Missouri, which allowed slavery but did not join thenCo
federacy. Their slaves were only freed with the passing of the
13th Amendment in 1865 that outlawed slavery. Moreover, those
slaveowners whofiallowed their slaves togin the Union Army
were compensated for the losgidfeir propertyd

The slaves were now free in their person, but they were-larg
ly not able to participate fully in U.S. representative democracy.
This was because, in general, the lands of the plantaioers
were not touched. There were a few exceptions, such as in parts of
the Sea Islands off the coast of the mainland of South Casvltha
Georgia where Union generals carried out the dream obthek
farmers forfi40 acres and a mute.Many freed people moved to
the North and West, but the majority remained in the old alant
tion area. Having no farm land of their own, they were often
forced into sharecropping, a sefmaudal form of agriculture in
which the laborer worked the fields bepng to the plantation
owner for a share of the crop. This was accompanied by debt p
onage, in which the laborer sold his crop (often to the dantk
owner or a merchant), but never receiving enough to pay off his
debt. He was thus in perpetigindage

Presidential Reconstruction

Andrew Johnson, from the slave state of Tennessee who had
owned sl aves hi msel f, had- been
president in the election of 1864. Lincoln had already ensured
the passage of the 13th Amendment ending slaveoughout
the United States. When Lincoln was assassinated on April 19,
1865, a week after the effective end of the Civil War, Johnson
became president.

" In some areas, black people were only dispossessed of their lands
by big hotel chains when the Sea Islands became a major tourist
destination in recent decades.
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Johnson began a program known as Presidential Reconstru
tion. He allowed the former Confederate leaders back into power
in the Southern states. These states enacted it&led Black
Codes, which deprived the freed people of their rights forced
them back on the plantations.

However, in 1866, Congress under the leadership of tHe Ra
ical Republicans, particularly Senator Charles Sumner apd Re
resentative Thaddeus Stevens reversed Presidential Recenstru
tion. They adopted the Civil Righta&ct of 1866, guaranteeing
the rights of the freed people; later the 14th Amendment was
passed granting the former- sl av
tion under the laws, and finally the 15th Amendment was passed
guaranteeing them the right to vote.

Recorstruction Governments

The newly freed people were granted certain civil and h
man rights. Theywere able to move from place to pladdale
freedmencould also vote and run for office. In all 11 states of
the former Confederacy, new Reconstruction govermsiterd to
beformedbefore they couldgoin the UnitedStates Blacks and
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Black freedmen and poor whites served in the state
Reconstruction governments in the South, as well as in Congress
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their white allies, mostlysharecroppers ansimall farmers who
had no interest in slavery, were elected to the U.S. Congress and
the State Legislatures. For the first time, Blacks from the South
were elected to the federal House and Senate, incluging
Senators from Mississippi, and the Southerrstate legislatures.
Except forthe brief periodknown as populisnn the 1890s, after
Reconstruction there were no Southern Blacks in Congress until
about 100 years lateafter the Civil Rights movement

The Reconstruction governmenigere the first tdoring de-
mocracy tothe South. They passed laws in the interest of all
working people. For the first time, public schoalsd libraries
were established there, and bdilacks and poor whites were
able to learn to read and write. Women were granted many
rights and the burden of taxation was placed on the rich.

However,these governments were soon attacked by tlee rea
tionary forces organized by the plantation own&irse Ku Klux
Klan was formedn this period It was based on the former slave
patrols that rade sure that slaves on the roads had a pass from
their owners(These patroldater becamehe basis forthe police
forcesin South.) Between1869and 1877,one by onehe Re-
construction governments were overthrotw the violence of
the reactionary forces. In 1876, a tie vote in the Electoral College
for the presidency led to a deal, under which the Republican,
Hayes, took the presidency in return for an agreement to remove
Union troops from the South. This seathé fate of bourgeois
democracy for Black people in the UXm Crow lawswere &-
tablished, which forbade Blacks from voting and established se
regation in all walks of lifeVagrancy laws were established that
allowed for the arrest dblacksand poor wites who did not
have jobs, and those arrestegre leased tavork for private
employers. Thisalliance of the Northern capitalists and the
Southern plantation owners, under the leadership of the former,
also represented the end of any progressive rolinéocapitalist
class in the U.S.

The end of slavery brought about the breakdown of tha-isol
tion of the individual plantations, even though these had traded
their products on the world market. Now Black people in the
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plantation South developed into an &f#merican nation, with

a common territory, common language (English), a common
economy based on sharecropping and a common culture (with
their own literature and history). Thusn oppressedAfro-
American nation was formed the U.S.

Bibl: Howard FastFreedom Roadl1944,and1979movie by the
same name
Slide showFree the AfreAmerican Nation1982 text
available at:
mltranslations.org/US/FreeAfroAmNation.htm
W.E.B. DuBois, Black Reconstruction in Americad935

Black and white militia defend progressive
Reconstruction government in Arkansas

“luse the t-fmenr ifidddmd for peopl e whose
endured slavery in the AmeAmeraiscam,so di

which | use for immigrants from Africa to the U.S.
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9. The Unification ofthe U.S.Capitalist State

In 1869, the First Transcontinental Railroad was completed.
This allowed for the economic unification of the country under
the capitalist class. The defeéitst of the slaveownersin the
Southin the Civil War and then of the democratic Recorgstru
tion governments therallowed for the political unification of
the country under the growing monopolies.

Chinese workers weranported to build the railroagdgo
work in the mines and iagriculturein California. Large nm-
bers began to arrive in the 1850s. By 1880, there were over
300,000Chinese workers in the U;Sn Californiathey made up
over 10% of the population. Whenethwere no longer needed,
the Chinese Exclusion Act, prohibiting any Chinese laborers
from immigrating into the U.S., was signed into law by President
Chester A. Arthur in 1882, arttlis continued in force until 1943
(seehttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chigse_Exclusion_Agt This
was part of the continuing development of white chauvir(ibe
belief that white people are superior to other pedples

The development of capitalism also led to the increasing
growth of the workingclass or proletariat. Mass industries were
established, particularly in oil, steel, water transport and rai
roads. The latter crisscrossed the country, allowing for the
movement not only of passengers (including workers) but also
freight. They made it podse, for example, for coal to be éff
ciently transported from mining areas to all parts of the country.

. : >k
Chinese railroad workers
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The railroad workers became a key section of the working
class. On July 14, 1877, a strike began in West Virginiaein r
sponse to a wage cut imposedtbg Baltimore and Ohio (B&O)
Railroad. It quickly spread to many other areas of the country. The
railroad owners called on local and state governments, which sent
out the state militia to put down the workers. But the militiarthe
selves were made up of vikers who served patime, much like
the National Guard today. Thenas still no standing army. This
militia was partly unreliable, as members asked why they should
shoot down their own brothers and cousins on strike. In sdme ci
ies, the militia refusetb fight, or even went over to the side of the
strikers.

Nevertheless, by the end of Augus879,the strike was e+
feated, particularly when President Hayes sent in Federal troops,
who killed dozens of workers. After this, the government began
to build up a standing armyt is worth noting thathe railroad

ST - i -

Troops shooting down railroad workers, Baltimore, 1877
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strike took place just siyears after the Paris Commune 8f71,

the first attempt at seizure of power by the working class. th Pa
is, the National Guard was also a key component of thra-Co
mune, and after the suppression of the Commune the Fremch ca
italist class also moved to develop a standing army. This already
shows the beginning of the parallel struggles of the workers i
ternationally, at leagh the industral countries.
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10. 1886 and the Fight fothe 8-Hour Day

During this period there were few unions and little if any
protection for worker@rights. Therewere no restrictions on the
length of the working day. The capitalists could force workers to
work 10, 12, 14 or 16 hours, pocketing the extra profit.

In Chicago in 1886, a group of workers, including many
immigrants (mostly from Germany), organized tarded that
the legal working day be reduceal 8 hours.This demand was
taken up by the recently formed Chicago Central Labor Union. A
strike forthe &hour daywas called for May 1, and some 80,000
came out in Chicago; many others came out in similar rrciio
cities around the country.

On May 3, during a strike at the McCormick Harvester
Works in Chicagg the police shot at workers attending a mass
rally, killing six of them. The following day, an agent proaec
teur (someone secretly working for the government) threw a
bomb at a rally in Haparket Square, which killed seveo-
licemen and foumorkers. In supposed retaliation, the gaowver
ment arrested leaders of the

strike and charged them with , ,
first-degree murder, although #TIEI]TII]H Workingmen!

none were charged with g
throwing the bomb. Seven of h!éﬁiﬂﬁﬁ?!ﬁu
them were condemned Ato BATHARKEY, Badi 5, i Tfi:hnaai[u Malsted
death and one to 15 yeérs e e
prison. August Spies, Albert e
Parsons, Adolph Fischer and
George Engel were hanged, _]‘f]l"l““ j‘rhflifr'
becoming martyrsfor the b

worker$ cause. Louis Lingg MHSSE"'VE]’EH'""I'““E

=t ¥
THE EX&E

allegedly committed suicide, Deute Wbeud. huld 8 Thr. asf bow
and the others, Samuel  ddemmartt,
Fielden, Michael Schwab S ey e o

and Oscar Neebe spentvse
eral years in jail until they
were pardoned Dby liberal Poster, in English and German,
lllinois Governor John Peter o meeting at Haymarket
Altgelt in 1893. Over the Square, 1886
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next yeas, many industries were forced to recognize tie&
day.

In 1889, the Socialist International, the organization of
working class parties at that time, recognized May 1 as ktern
tional Workers Day. It has since been celebrated around the
world, but fordecades the trade union bureaucracy in the U.S.
refused to celebrate it hengplacingit with Labor Day, a day
for patrioic speechesparadesand picnicsthat havenothing to
do with the actual struggles of the working class.

Lucy Parsons

Lucy Eldine ®nzalez Parsons was born in 1853 in Texas,
probably as a slave. Sheasone of the leaders dhe May 1,
1884 strike. Lucy was of Native Americaiexican, and poss
bly Afro-American ancestry. She was married to Albert Parsons,
who was arrested in 1886he made speeches around thencou
try, trying to get the death sentences of her husbantharather
Haymarket victims overturned, but Albert wasecuted in 1887.

Lucy Parsons wrote for a variety of working class journals.
She was a founding member of the IWW (see next chapter). She
considered herself an anarchistmmunist. She organized the
Chicago Hunger Demonstrations in 1915. In the-@#@0s she
worked with tle International Labor Defense, which defended,
legally and politically, workineclass fighters who were under
attack by theéJ.S.government.

NEVE@;;B -"QECEWED
THAT THE RICH WILL
PERMIT YOU TO
VOTE AWAY

THEIR WEALTH

"3~_---l_.=3B'CY'EﬁR%QNs-?--;




She was a fighter for womémnrights, but unlike some fém
nists, she saw the preselaty oppression of women asumétion
of capitalism, not as the oppression of all women by all men. Her
views led her intacontroversywith the famous anarchist Emma
Goldman, whom she criticized féaddressing large middigdass
audiences. Parsons continued to be active in the labovement
untii  her death in 1942 at the age of 89.(See
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucy Parsans

Bibl: Richard O. Boyer & Herbert M. Moraikabords Untold
Story, 1955
AnthonyBimba, History of the American Working Class
1937
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11l.Wor ker s6 B80tal§2fl e s,

In the last decades of the 19th centand the first decades
of the 20th the capitalists were able to greatly expand industry
across the country. Between 1880 and 1920, over 20 million
workerslooking for jobs immigratedo the United States and
settled across the countiany werefrom the poorer countries
of southern and eastern Europilians, Slavs (Poles, Czechs,
Russians, etc.) and Jews looking for work in the new industries.
As agriculture and mining grew in th8outhwest, Mexican
workers also moved into that area, the number growingeto b
tween 50,00€000,00 per year in the 1920dany of theimmi-
grants brought the working class traditions from their home
countries, mainly socialism but also anarchism. They keipe
ject a renewed militant spirit into the working class movement.
The development of industrial capitalism throughout the
country and the growth and concentration of the working class
led to the rise of new workdr@rganizations. One of the most
important of these was the Industrial Workers of the World
(IWW). Theywere ordinary workera/ho got jobsand organized
in thefactories(unlike todays bureaucrats who are usuallythig
ly paid and often have never worked in the indysifey often
travelled by hoboing (riding on freight trains without paying).

Foreign-Born Population and Percentage of Total
Population, for the United States: 1850 to 2010

(Numbers in millions)

9.7 | 9.6 |14.1(19.8|31.1 |40.0

1850 1860 1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

=== Foreign-born population (in millions) —e— Percent of total population

Though the total number of immigrants has been highest in recent
decades, the percents were highest from the 1860s to 1920s
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The IWW also fought for free speech, demanding the rights of
workers to peak out against their conditions. They organized
immigrant and nativdorn,black and white workers together.

The IWW was hampered by its syndicalist outlook. This
meant that they limited the fight to that of the union (syndicate).
Their slogan wasfiOne Big Uniono This left the political (-
cluding electoral) fight mainly in the hands of the capitalists and
their parties.

Another important group was the Socialist Pg8yP.) This
organization was made up of both pdityurgeois (middle class)
intellectuals and workers. It was an advance over the ololer S
cialist Labor Party, which confined itself to organizing mostly
immigrant, especially Germaspeaking, workersThe S.Pdid
a lot to spread a socialist outlook around the U.S. It was divided
between reformists, mostly from among the intellectuals, and
revolutionaries, mostly from among the workers.

One of the major struggles in this period was a strike of coal
miners in Ludlow, CO, in 1914 against a companwtrolled by
John D. Rockefeller. Some 1200 striking miners and theii-fam
lies had set up a tent colp. Rockefeller called ouhe Colorado
National Guard and company guarggo fired on the colony,
killing some twodozen people, including women and children.
Over he next 10 days, mineteroughoutthe stateresisted and
some 70 to 200 people were killed on both sides in the struggle.
The strike only ended when President Wilson sent in Federal
troops to crush it.

Joe Hill Song

Joe Hill, a miner from Provo, Utah,as T
born Joel Hagglund in Sweden. He was |
member of the IWW. He was also a bdéar, |
who composed and sang songs of worke
struggles wheever he organized. Hill was
framed on a murder charge andemxted in [ ¢

’ Engels warned against the Germans in America who showed a
sectarian attitude to the Aemgels,ican wor
Letter to F. Kelley-Wischnewetzky in New York, December 28, 1886 in:

Marx Engels Collected Works, Vol. 47, p. 541.
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1912 at the age of 36. Fittingly, his comrag@ste this song to
commemorate him.

To hear the song, sung by Paul Robeson, go to:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n8Kxq9uFDes

| dreamed | saw Joe Hill last night,
Alive as you and me

Says |,iBut Joe, yoGre ten years deail,
fil never died) says he.

fil never died) says he.

filn Salt Lake City, Joe,says I,

Him standing by my bed,

fiThey framed you on a murder charpe,
Says JoefiBut | aind dead)

Says JoefiBut | aind deadd

fiThe copper bosses killed you, Joe,
They shot you, Jo@says I.

fiTakes morehan guns to kill a maa,
Says Joe€fil didnd died

Says Joe€fil didnd died

And standing there as big as life
And smiling with his eyes

Says Joefiwhat they can never Kill
Went on to organize,

Went on to organizé.

From San Diego up to Maine,

In every mire and milli

Where workers strike and organize
Ités there yodl find Joe Hill.

Ités there yodl find Joe Hill.

| dreamed | saw Joe Hill last night,
Alive as you or me

Says |,fiBut Joe, yoGre ten years deag
fil never died) says he.

fil never died) sayshe.

fil never died) says he.
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12. Developmentof Imperialism and
the SpanishAmerican War of 1898

By the beginnig of the 19th century, the U.8nd other n-
dustrially-developed countries such as Britain, France, Germany
and Japan dad gone beyond freeompetition capitalism. All the
major industries were nomonopolizedthat is,a small group of
capitalists controlledhe entire industry. For example, Standard
Oil, founded in 1870 and chaired by John D. Rockefellen; co
trolled 88% ofthe U.S. refined ibindustry by 1890. U.S. Steel
wasfounded in 1901 by J.P. Morgan and others as a merger with
Andrew Carnegié Steel Corp andwithin a yeaiit controlled 2/3
of U.S. steel productioin 1905 U.S. Steel joined the Internatio
al Rail Cartel that divided steel sales to railroad companies among
various European poweis. 1929, the U.S. produced over 90% of
the worlds 32 million automobiles, and in 1966 the Big Three
automakers, General Motors, Ford and Chrysler, still produced
90% of dl autos made in the U.S. The industrial monopolies
merged with the big banks, which were also monopolized, to form
what is called finance capital. They exported capital all over the
world, taking advantage of the natural resources, cheap labor and
markets especially in Asia, Africathe Middle East andatin
America.

The history of much of the Middle East since the early 20th
century is full of examples of division of oil resources amorng va
ious developed capitalist countrisus, the monopoly corpar
tions divided up the world economicallgmongthem, and the
governments divided up the weaker countries politically, making
them into coloniesor neecolonies This stage of capitalism is
called imperialism.

One continent that was the particular subjediferialist n-
tervention was Africa. At the Berlin Conference in 1.8%4 the
imperialist countries (particularly Britain and France) agreed to
divide the continent among themselves. In the AdBger war
from 18991902, the British fought the Dutch set8 (known as
Boers) over control of southern Africa. Othemall countries,
such as Belgium, occupied large countries, such as Cagzh
hasmor e than 7 times Belgiumbds
occupied the Congo as his personal colony in 1885jtHug-
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came an official colony of Belgium in 1908. It was primarily a
source of natural rubber. Leopold had the hands cut off df-wor
ers who did not produce enough rubber. It is estimated that 10
million Congolese were killed or mutilatef.

The U.S. developd monopolies earlier dm mostother con-
tries (except forBritain), and it exported capital earlier, partiaula
ly to Latin America. But for historical reasons (including its own
past as a colony of Britain), it was behind in the conquering of
colonies. B the end of the 19th century the world was already
divided up among thigreat power®.Thus, the U.S. had to resort
to force against other powers to establiskiatsno colonies.

In 1867, the U.S. purchased Alaska from the Russian Empire
for $7.2 million Of course, neither one asked the native Inuit
(AEski moo) or Al eut peopl e whet
eitherpower. Since the second half thie 20th century, Alaska
has made billions of dollars for the major U.S. oil monopolies.

I n 1893, Uu. S. settlers overtt
ruler of the Hawaiian Islands. Sanford Dole became President of
the ARepublic of Hawaii. o He wa

founder of the Hawaiian Pineapple Company. For decades, H
waii was a huge Dole pineapple plantation. Particularly since the
1950s, has become extremely profitable for the tourism industry.
Hawai i is also one of thensites
al maritime exercises, called RIMPAC (Rim of the Pacifar)d
of live-fire military
training at the
P@hakul oa
Area

Both Alaska and
Hawaii were officially
incorporated into the 8
U.S. as states in 1959

in both states are sti
fighting for their right Pt S :
to selfdetermination. U.S. war poster, 1898

’ http://www.digitaljournal.com/blog/11297
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In 1898 the U.S. warship Maine exploded in the harbor of
Havana, Cubawhich was then a Spanish colorhe U.S. -
clared war on Spairlaming it for the explosiar{Decades later,
it was determined that the explosion was probably the result of a
fire that ignted the shifs ammunition.)As a result of its victory
in that war, the U.S. took possession of Puerto Rico and Cuba in
the Caribbean, and the Philippines and Guam in the Pakdikc.
se countries had already been fighting for their independence
from Spain.Under the Platt Amendmer€uba was made into a
Protectorate (it was nominally independent but the U.S. had the
firighto to intervene whenever it saw fit). The Philippines became
a colony until it won nominal independence in 19@&iba e-
mained under U.Sdomination until the revolution of 1959.
Pueato Rico, Guam and the U.S. Virgin Islands (whigas pur-
chased from Denmark in 1917 for $25 million in gold) remain
open colonies today.

In the early 20th century, in order to ship goods morehea
ly between tk Atlantic and Pacific Coasts, the U.S. wanted to
build a canal through thisthmusof Panama. What is today ira
ama was then a province of Colombia. U.S. President Theodore
Roosevel't sent warships to suppg
for an independerRanama. The new country allowed the U.S. to
build the canathrough it, and to establisWiaCa nal Zoneo ¢
miles on each side of the canal. Much of the work was carried
out by laborers from the West Indies, thousands of whom died
from malaria and othediseases during the construction of the
canal, both under the U.8nd under an earlier French attempt to
build the canal.

The Canal Zone remained under U.S. control until 1979,
when mass demonstrations forced the U.S. to return the area to
Panama. Theanal itself was given back to Panama in 1999.

Treating the Caribbean as its own lake, the U.S. government
invaded Haiti in 1915, taking over its banks and other institutions
and rewriting the Haitian Constitution to allow for foreign owne
ship of land thex. The U.S. defeated Charlemagne Peralte in the
socal l ed AiCaco Warso and continu
1934. Similarly, the U.S. occupied the Dominican Republic from
1916 to 1024, when it turned over rule to a th&cked ally.
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Major General Smedley D. Butler

Butler was a member of the Marine Corp
and one of only two marines who won tw
Medals of HonorHe was also chosen by majg
capitalists and bankers in the America Liber
League to lead a fascist coup against Presid™:" 3%
Franklin Roosevelt in 1933, but instead e €™~ (Y
posed the plotters (see . N YRR )
http://coat.ncf.ca/our_magazine/links/53/58ex.htm).

fil spent 33 years and four months in active military-se
vice and during that period | spent most of my time as a high
class muscle man for Big Business, for Wall Street and the
bankers. In short, | was a racketeer, a gangster for capitalism. |
helped make Mexicand especially Tampico safe for Araer
can oil interests in 1914. | helped make Haiti and Cube-a d
cent place for the National City Bank boys to collect revenues
in. | helped in the raping of half a dozen Central Ameriean r
publics for the benefit of Wallt&et. | helped purify Nicar
gua for the International Banking House of Brown Brothers in
19021912. | brought light to the Dominican Republic for the
American sugar interests in 1916. | helped make Honduras
right for the American fruit companies in 1908. China in
1927 | helped see to it that Standard Oil went on its way u
molested. Looking back on it, | might have given Al Capone a
few hints. The best he could do was to operate his racket in
three districts. | operated on three continénts.

Bibl: Lenin, Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitaljstf16.
Butler, War is a Racket1935
Documentary Film: Director, Anna Keala KelNpho
Hewa 2010, about the U.S. occupation of Hawaii.
PBS Video:The OverthrowoQueenL i | i 6 y®&7al ani
Documentary FilmDirector, Peter BateCongo: White
King, Red Rubber, Black Death003.

45



13. World War |

The First World War, from 1934918, was a war between
two blocs of robbers, one led by Britain and the other by Germ
ny, to see which would domireathe world. The main imperialist
(monopoly capitalist) powers had already divided the whole
world among themSothe only way one couldainmore terrio-
ry was by robbing another. Britain was at that time the oldest and
largest colonial power, but one decline, while Germany was
the newer and more vigorous power, which tried to take what it
could from Britain.

Initially, the United States did not involve itself militarily in
the war. It did, however, lend money and sell arms to both sides,
particularly to Britain and France. The U.S. became the leading
participant in international arms sales, exporting $2.2ohilin
war supplies to Europe. (By 1920, the U.S. accounted for 52% of
global arms exports.) President Woodrow Wilson ran fer re
election in 1916 under the slogafitie kept us out of wab.
However, if the U.S. wanted to be repaid for its loans, it would
have to join Britain and its allies in the fighting. In April of
1917, the U.S. officially entered the war.

World War | was the bloodiest war up to that time. It involved

some 65 million troops on both

| WANT YOU sides, including some 5 million
————  from the U.S. There werpitched
battles, someusing millions of

troops, trench warfare, heavy
artillery, tanks, the first use of
airplanesin warfare and the use
of poisonous gas bwoth sides
(even though thishad already
been made illegal by internatio
al declarationdn The Hague in
1899 and 1907
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Che

ENLIST NOW ica_wesgrs,_in_Word_Wer_

There were 37 million cas
U.S. World War | poster alties in this robberé war, in-
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cluding 17 million dead and 20 million wounded. The dead i
cluded some 10 million troops (including 117,00(hirthe U.S.)
and 7 million civilians. The war was followed by the outbreak of
an influenza pandemic, which killed between 50 and 60 million
people worldwide, including some 650,000 in the U.S.

In May of 1917 in the middle of the war, PreWilson in-
troducedthe draft (the Selective Service Act), under which over
3 million soldiers were called up, while another 2 million voelu
teered. The U.S. aldgave citizenship to the people of the U.S.
colony of Pueto Ricounder the Jones Act of 1917, @tthey
could be drafted into the U.S. armed forcamne20,000 Puerto
Ricans served in the war.

With the Allied victory in 1918, the U.S. entered the world
stage as &igreat powen During the war, it consolidated ita-i
fluence overLatin America, its seffleclaredfiback yardd It
twice invaded Mexico :
during that |
revolution, and alsonk
vaded Haiti, Nicaragua,
the Dominican Republic
and occupiedthe Virgin
Island.Now, althowh it
stil had few official
colonies, it was able to
invest in the colonies of
its European alliesBy
the end of the war, the
U.S. became
largest creditor nation.
U.S. direct investment
abroad went from $2.5
billion in 1912 to $5
billion in 1920 and $8
billion in 1929. Stalin,

! German World War | poster:
the leader of the Soviet  pyqyr Fatherland is in Danger
Sign Up!o
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Uni on after Leninds death in

The center of financial power in the capitalist world, the
center of the financial exploitation of the whole world, has
shifted from Europe to Americ&ormerly, France, Germany
and Britain usually formed the center of the financial eixplo
tation of the world. That cannot be said now without special
reservations. Now, the center of the financial exploitation of
the world is mainly the United States of Arioer.

Bibl: Shih ChanA Brief History of the United StateBe-

king, 1972

"iThe Fourteenth Congress of the

Central C o n.nvi Statine\Works (Mosoow: Progress
Publishers, 1954), vol. 7, p. 272.
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14. TheRussianRevolution and
its Influence on the United States

In the middle of World War I, in February of 1917, the semi
feudal regime of th&ussia tsar (emperor) wasverthrown by
the masses of workers and peasants. A capitalist Provisional
Government was formed, while at the same time the workers
organized their own Councils, or Soviets (the Russian word for
Councils). The capitalist government continued to take ipart
the imperialist war, and the Soviets, led by the opportunist pa
ties, went along with the government.

As the workers, peasants and the soldiers themselves grew
increasingly tired of the war and the growingsery that it
caused, the revolutionary socialists, the Bolsheviks, led by Le
in, won the majority in the Soviets, particularly in the major ci
ies. On November 7, the Bolsheviks overthrew the Provisional
Government under the slogan: Peace, Bread, LaxdA#& Pow-
er to the Soviets. Thus the first lasting worketate was esta
lished in Russia, whiclover timeput an end to exploitation,
poverty and unemployment.

The U.S. governmenafraid thatU.S.workers would follow
the Russian examplmined somel4 countries in sending troops
to try to suppress the Russian revolution. Some 5,000 U.S. troops
were sent to Arkhangelsk in the north and 8,000 troops ta-Viad

U.S. Troops in Vladivostok, Russia, 1918
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vostok in the far east of Russia. However, the foreign interve
tion and the Russian countevdutionary forces were all ed
feated by the Red Army of the workers and peasavith, the
help of mutiniesby many soldiers in the foreign interventionist
forces.

~ The Bolshevik Reval- %= =rmq geattle Star =
tion had a tremendous effec

on the worker@movement all SHIP YARD SITR"{E TUESD“

over the world,including the MR T SN iy e
U.S. In February of 1919, g fme ™ was " i
strike of 32,000 shipyard s

workers broke out in Seattle
Washington. It was supportec
by other workers in the city,
and soon became a cityide
general strike. A central strikegg
committee decided whichsea-
vices wereallowed to function
(such as those delivering milk to children and those providing
emergency services in hospitals) and which were not (almest ev
rything else). The strike committee ran the city for six days. It was
modeled, both consciously and uncongslp, on the Russian

wor kersé councils. Although the
the more conservative unions pulled out, it provided workers with

a great lesson, not just of their power to withhold their labor, but

of their power to run society.

For over a decade &r World War ] the mass production
industries were basically unorganized. There were at best a few
craft unions, but thesgnoredthe mass of industrial workers.

The American Federation of Labor had about 4 million members
in 1920, fallng to 3 million in 1925William Z. Fosterhad been

a member of the Industrial Workers of the World (IWWéfore
World War | and hehad been involved in thigght to unionize

the packinghouse workedaring the war.He began to organize
the hundreds of thousands of steel workers. In September of
1919, 350,000 of them went on strike. On October 31, when the
coalwor k er s dexpred,rb00r0@ aniners joined the steel
workers on strike. President Wilson and Attoriiggneral Pah-
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er declared this strike unlawful, and John L. Lewis, the head of
the mine workers union, called off the strike, sayifigle are
Americans. We cannot fight our governmerithe steel workers
remained on strike for almost four months, but in ¢ne they
were defeated due to the treachery of the leaders of the praft u
ions.

In 1923, Foster became a member of the Communist Party,
USA He was itsChair from 1924 and General Secretary from
1945until his retirement ir1957.

Bibl: Anna Louise Strond,Change WorldsChapter VII, 1935
Bimba,Chaper XXVIII , 1937
Foner, Philip S.History of the Labor Movement in the Wni
ed Statesvol. 8, 1987
Video on Seattle general strike:
http://iww.youtube.com/watch?v=efM5EsZPfbA
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15. Formation ofthe Communist Party USA

The working class and oppressed peoples in the &h8.
other countriehiad nothing to gain from taking sides in the First
World War. Most of the leaders of the IWW opposed the war,
but that organization was already in decline duen&litmits of
its syndicalist viewsThe opportunist leaders of the Socialist-Pa
ty (SP) tried to rally their members to support thenopoly
capitalistgovernment in this war. The SP also had many centrist
leaders who, while opposing the war in words, seflito co-
demn the openly pravar leaders who called on the workers to
slaughter each other in the interests of their rulers. They also
gave only lip service to support of the Russian Revolution. In the
end both the right and center joined forces agatisteft.

Many of theSPleaders were abject racists as well as oppo
tunists. Victor Berger, the first socialist Representative in-Co
gress, statediThere can be no doubt that the Negroes andtmula
toes constitute a lower radeln 1920 the Socialist Pgrissued
A Political Guide for theWorkers which said, among other
things: filts purpose is to secure a majority in Congress and in
every state legislature, to win the principal executive and judicial
offices, to become the dominant and controlling pamd when
in power to transfer to the ownership of the people of sadu
tries..0 (pp. 3435). This is the usual socidemocratic and rev
sionist position ofipeaceful transition to socialisin.

The great working class leader Eugene Debs, who had taken
a leadng part in the railroad strike of 1894, spoke out openly
against the war. He stateil:am opposed to every war but one; |
am for that war with heart and soul, and that is the woitt
war of social revolutior(* For this, the government, while ga
ing awar in the name ofidemocracyj threw Debs in jail.ln
1920 he ran for Presiderfrom jail and got one million votes
about 3.5% of the total

Under the influence of the Russian Socialist Revolution and
the formation of the Communist International (therdbmrgan-
zation of revolutionary, communist parties), a split developed at

fSociaI Democratic Herald, May 1902. Quoted in Foster, Chapter 7.
AAppeal to Reason, September 11, 1915
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the Emergency National Convention of the SP in August and
September 1919. The revolutionary forces had a clear majority,
though they were divided among themselves over tactica-que
tions. One group, made up mainly of Udern workers, wanted

to fight it out at the convention. The other, made up mostly of
immigrant workers, felt that this was senseless and formed the
Communist Party of America (CPA). The group that wanted to
stay ard fight within the SP was kicked out after bureaucratic
maneuvering by th&P leadership, which called the police to
have thdeft thrown out of the convention. They then formed the
Communist Labor Party (CLP). Both parties were made up
largely of industrial workers, For example, Bill Dunne, the dea

er of the Butte, Mntana branch of the SP, made up overwhel
ingly of miners, brought the whole branch into the CLP.

Thus, in 1919, two CPs wefermed.The Communist Inte
national (Cl) refused to admit them as separate groagsng
that there were no differences of principle between thaam,
insisted that thefirst unite Thisthey didin 1921and the united
party was admitted to the CIDebs,putting organization before
ideology, never joined the CP and remained within the SP until
his death in 1926. The & membership fell from almost
100,000 before the CPs split to 12,000 in 1921.

The U.S. government did not sit idly by as the Communist
Paty was being formed. It claimed that these revolutionaries

Founding Convention of the Communist Party of America, 1919
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were dangerougterrorists) and declared both parties to beiill
gal. It arrested some 10,000 people, including leaders and rank
andfile members of both CPs and other revolutionaries, such as
the anarchist Emma Goldman. After several court battles, the
government deported some 500 people. That and the fearof fu
ther government repression reduced the combined communist
ranks from some 60,000 to about 12,000.

The repression of the incipient communisovement was
led by Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer. His chief assistant,
J. Edgar Hoover, headed thentisubversive group within the
Attorney Generdbs office, the General Intelligence Division,
which later became the notorious Federal Bureainwdstica-
tion (FBI).

Bibl: Bimba, Chapter XXIX 1937
Foster, Chapters Eleven & Twe 952
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16. Reformist and Revolutionary Organizations
within the Black National Movement

The Afro-American movement made major strides forward
in the early part of the 20th century and after World War |,lpara
lel to the rise of U.S. imperialism. In 1903, the Niagara &tov
ment was formed, which included such great intellectual leaders
as WE.B. Du Bois. The NAACP, formed in 1909, grew into a
mass organization to defend the legal rights of the -Afro
American people. The United Negro Improvement Association,
led by Marcus Garvey, preached Black pride. Booker T.hAas
ington, based in the Tuskegee Insttuivho preached acceptance
of second class citizenship and accommodation to white redpre
acyby Black peoplewas left behind.

However, these new movements still suffered from rafor
ism and class prejudice. The Niagara Movement based itself on
the fitalented10th the intellectual 10% of the Afrdmerican
people who it claimed would lead thmovement, while the
massesvould play a subordinate role. Furthermore, after initially
opposing World War |, DBois supported the U.S. roie that
warin an article etitled fiClose Rankdin the NAACPjournals
The Crisisof July 1918. The NAACP refused to mobilize the
masses of Black people against segregation and oppression and
limited itself to legal action. Garvéy Back to Africa movement,

Court-martial of members of the 24th Infantry Regiment, 1917
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despite its powerful massfluence, provided no real solution to
the problems faced by the Affamerican masses within the U.S.
Garveyalso met with a leader of the KKlkndagree with him

in opposingfimiscegenatiod (inter-racial marriage). It is inte
esting to note that J. Edgiloover placed the first Black FBI
agent, James Wormberg Jones, in Gaiveyganization to sab
tage his shipping company, Black Star Lines.

World War | played an important rola the development of
the consciousness and organization of the -Afmeerican masses.
Black people were drafted into the U.S. armed forces, and al
hough many were kept in n@mombat jobs (cooking, cleaning,
etc.), some served in combat roles (although in segegamits
under white officers).

In the Jim Crow South, this sometimes led to armed clashes.
In 1917, the 24th Infantry Regiment, a black unit, was stationed
in Houston, Exas Its membersconstantly subjected to taunts
and abuse, particularly by white Hgton cops. After a couple of
black soldiers were beaten and arrested, troops from the 24th
took theirarms and went into town. A battle ensued in which 17
whites, including 13 cops, were killed. In retaliation, all the
troops were counnartialed,a totalof 19 were executed angi3

were sentenced to life imprisonment. (See
http://www.leftvoice.org/191-Black-TroopsRebetAgainst
THE KLAN FORCES US TO PROTECT  9/MHCrow
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DONT PUT OFF ¥OUR LIBERATION! BEND 1N YOUR APPLECATION N O W numbers

56



After the war, eturning white soldiers, incited by the bosses,
fought to get backitheiro jobs that had beeftakerd by blacks
This led to riots and lynchings tlacksin major cities, incld-
ing East St. Louis, Chigm and Tulsa, OklahomaHowever,
blacksoften fought back, frequently led by returnibf;ck vet-
erans. Hundreds of people, the majority black, were killeddan th
se dashes in the summer of 1919 alone. The riots also doomed
the valiant attempt to organize an intacial union among Gh
cago packinghouse workers.

A relatively small but influential group, the African Blood
Brotherhood (ABB), split from Garvéy movementMany were
veterans of World War, which was callec fiwar for demoaca-
cy.0 They sawthe hypocrisy othis bothwhen they were in ge
regatedunitsandwhen theycame back ta U.S. with no demo-
racy for Black people. Many were also influenced by thé Bo
shevik revolution that, besides ridding the country of the dapita
ist and landlord exploiters, also brought democracy and equality
to the noawhite people of Central Asiand the Far EasfThe
program of the ABB included a call for selétermination of ta
Afro-American nation and for unity with progressive white
workers. Members of the ABB were among the finisick mem-
bers of the Communist Party USA, including Harry Haywood
(born Haywood Hall) and his older brother Otto Hall.

Claude McKay: If We Must Die

Claude McKay was born in Jaima
cain 1889 and came to the U.S. ir
1912. He was a writer of prose an
poetry and figured prominently in the
artistic and cultural movement amon
Afro-Americans known as thlarlem
Renaissance. In his earlier years,
was synpathetic tocommunism; he
visited the Soviet Union and wrotd W
sympathetically about it. He never joined the Communlst Party,
but he was a founding member of the African Blood Bnethe
hood. In his later years herned fromcommunian, claiming
that it supprssed individuality
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His poem,filf We Must Diep was written in response to the

postWorld War | racial clashes.

If we must die, let it not be like hogs

Hunted and penned in an inglorious spot,
While round us bark the mad and hungry dogs,
Making their mock at our accurséd lot.

If we must die, O let us nobly die,

So that our precious blood may not be shed

In vain; then even the monsters we defy

Shall be constrained to honor us though dead!
O kinsmen! we must meet the common foe!
Thoughfar outnumbered let us show us brave,
And for their thousand blows deal one deblibw!
What though before us lies the open grave?
Like men wdl face the murderous, cowardly pack,
Pressed to the wall, dying, but fighting back!

Bibl: Free the AfreAmeaican Nation 1982
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17. ThefiRoaring Twentiesd

The first class battles that followed the OctoBR&volution
had died down by the early 1920s. Internationally, the short
lived Hungarian Soviet Republic was defeated in 1919. The Ja
uary 1919 uprising in Germany was crushed, and two great rev
lutionary leaders, Wilhelm Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg,
weremurderedoy soldiers of the social=democratic government
Other risings in Central and Eastern Europe were similarly put
down. The Soviet Union was left to build socialism in oneneou
try, but with the aid of workeraround the worldand the Cm-
munist Paiies united in the Communist International.

Within the U.S., some of the great working class ssriiad
also been defeated. The great Steel Strike of 1919 wag-unsu
cessful, and it would be another 15 years or more until the big
industries would be unionide

At the same time, the U.S. and world economy achieved a
certaintemporaryrecovery. New industries were built and old
industries were expanded. This new lease on life for capitalism
in the U.S. was nicknamed tlfieoaring twentie®i Some people
believedthat this period would last forever, that capitalism had
outgrown itsfiboom and bustcycles. This attitude even found
its reflection within the communist movement, where forces led
by Bukharin in the Soviet Union also believed in the hoegn
stabilizaton of capitalism. Within the CPUSA, this view, led by
Jay Lovestone, was call@merican exceptionalism.

The revolutionary position that this stabilization of cdpita
ism was only temporary was upheld by Joseph Stalin, the leader
of the SovietUnion after LeninGs death. He rallied the rewol
tionary forcesin the CPs throughout the worlt the 6th Co-
gress of the Communist International in 1928. After somd-vaci
lation, this position was taken up by the CPUSA under William
Z. Fosteds leadership. The correess of this position became
clear to all a year later with the stock market crash of October,
1929, and the onslaught of th@reat Depressioa.

It is worth noting what became of Lovestone, a leader of the
opportunist forces in the CPUSAIthough he gil paradedas a
revolutionary for several yeanster he together with some open
sociatdemocrats became part of the AELO bureaucracy.
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There he helped establish the American Institute for Free Labor
Development (AIFLD), which became the link betwelea trade
union bureaucracy and the CIA in building reactionary trade u

ions and undermining revolutionary ones abroad, particularly in
Latin America.

Bibl: Stalin: Speeches on the American Communist Party, 1929

60



18. The GreatDepression

On October 29, 1929, the crash of the stock market in New
York City marked the end of thfgoaring twentied and signaled
the beginning of the Great Depression, thest severef the
cyclic economic crises up to that point. The stock market fell
12% (30 wints) in one day and about 25% in two weeks, leading
some depressed stock brokers to commit suicide. Factories
closed and unemploymernihcreasedreaching an official high of
25% in 1933. Many workers, unable to pay their rent, where
evicted from their hmes, and many small farmers saw their
farms foreclosed, taken over by the big banks for failure to pay
their mortgages. Many unemployed people became homeless,
moving into tent encampments around the big cities. Tivese
nicknamedfiHoovervillesp after Resident Herbert Hoover, who
refused to provide any relief to workers in the crisis. The illusion
that capitalism coul@dlwaysprovide jobs and that wages would
continually rise was broken. This was the endféfmerican
Exceptionalisnmd

The crisis was an international one, spreading to all capitalist
countries. Only the socialist Soviet Uniamhereproductionwas

Confusion outside Stock Market, New York City, October 29, 1929
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based on need and moaximumprofit, was able to totally atn-
inate unemployment and increase production to new and higher
levelsin the period ofts five-year plas (see table below).

Volume of Industrial Output Compared with 1929 (1929 = 11
1934 1935 1936 1937 1938
U.S.A. 66.4 75.6 88.1 92.2 72.0
GreatBritain  98.8  105.8 115.9 123.7 112.0
Germany 79.8 94.0 106.3 117.2 125.0
U.S.S.R. 283.3 2934 3823 4240 477.0

Early Workers6Strugglesduring the Depression

Evenin the early years of the Depression, workers began a
serious fightback. At that time, there was no such thing an-une
ployment insurance, and people were dependent on the meager
help from religious organizations or from people in their family
who were luky enough to still have a job. On March 6, 1930,
tremendous demonstrations of unemployed workers, organized
by the Communist Party and the Unemployed Councils, took
place throughout the country. Milliorteme out into the streets
calling for iJobs or Incone Nowo

Many of these demonstrations were attacked leypiblice.

In 1932 in Atlanta,Georgia Angelo Herndon, a young black
member of the Communist Party, was charged with insurrection
for organizingblacks and whites together. He was sentenced to
1820 years in
prison. Due to
mass  pressure,
he was released

in 1934 after
serving two
years of his s&
tence.

Another e&
ly battle was the
Bonus  March.
The veterans of
World War | had
been promised a

T
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WORLD'S HIGHEST STANDARD OF

L

People seeking food and clothing relief, 1937
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bonus to be paid in 1945. With the onset of the Depression, a
call was issued for the bonus to be paid at once. In 1932; vete
ans began to gather in large encampments outside Washington
DC. One of the largestf thesewas in Anacostia Flats, Mgr

land A decisionwas made by President Hoover daush this
encampment. On July 28, a large number of troops was sent to
attack the veterans ditheir owrd army, who had fought for
flfAmerican democra@ysome 14 years earlier. The veterans were
driven out and the encampmenas burned to the ground. At
least twoveterans were killed in this action, William Hushka and
Eric Carlson. Among those who took part in this attack on the
veterans were three officers who later became famous generals in
World War II: Douglas MacArthurJames Patton and Dwight
Eisenhower. In 1936 Congress, overriding President Roo&evelt
veto, voted to grant the veterans their bonus.

One importantorganization was the Sharecroppers Union,
begun in Tallapoosa, Alabama, in 1931. It organized primarily
Afro-American croppers (who were paid for their work for
wealthy white landowners with a small share of the crop, not in
cash). The Union had battlestiviocal sheriffs and other racists,

Bonus Army encampment, 1932
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with several people getting killed, including Ralph Gray, one of

its founders. The Union reached a membership of about 10,000
at its height in 1936.

Bibl: Stalin,Report to the 18th Congress of the CPSUBrch
1939

Stalin,Marxism vs. Liberalism1934

Kelley, Robin D. GHammer and Hoe: Alabama
Communists durinthe Great Depressiqgri990.

Shaw, NateAll God's Dangers: The Life of Nate Shaw.
Edited by Theodore Rosengarten, 1974.
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19. Workersd Strugglesduring the New Deal

Although the New Deal allowed workers the right to orga
ize, they had to fight to put this right into practice. One of the
first and greatest of these fights was for the unionization of the
longshore workers on the West Coast, which led to #meFga-
cisco General Strike in July, 1934.

Before the unionization drive, longshore workers ware s
perexploited as temporary shapp workers. The work was
hard manual labor, as at that time cargo was loaded and unloaded
by hand, without the containessd craneshat are used today.
Workers would come down to the docks early in the morning
and would wait for the shipping comparfiespresentatives to
pick the workers they wanted. The rest went home to try again
another day. With great effort, militantgamizers encouraged
the workers to join what was then the International Longshor
mers Association (ILA) and later became the International
Longshore and Warehouse Union (ILWbh the Pacific Coast
They went on strike to force the shipping companies te hi
workers through the union. The strike was met by violence from
the companies and the government, in which two workergi-Ho
ard Sperry and Nick Bordoise, were killed. Tens of thousands of
workers from throughout th8an Franciscday Area and &
yond tookpart in their funeral procession.

Workers throughout San Francisco went on strike in solidarity
with the lngshore workers. After foudays, the main demands




were basically won. The companies had to recognize the union,
the workers received a substantigdge increase, and mosh-i
portantly they won the recognition of the union hiring h@lo

this day, the ILWU remains one of the most progressive unions in
the country, not only representing workers in their dayday in-
terests but alsthroughstrikes against the former apartheid South
African regime, for the freedom of Mumia Aldamal, against the
invasion of Afghanistan and Iraq and for May Day.

This period was one of the unionization of the great mass
production industries in the U.S., $uas auto, steel, rubber and
trucking. Until that time, the A.F. of L. had mainly organized the
small number of highepaid, skilled craft workers, ignoring the
great majority of industrial workers. Although some of these
workers had been organized in #exly part of the 20th century
by the IWW, the Wobblies with their anarchgndicalist trad
tions were not able to maintain these unions. Other attempts at
industrial organization, such as steel and meat packing, had
failed. Now, a new effort was made thetCouncil on Industrial
Organizing, later the Congress of Industrial Organizations
(C.1.O.). This effort was largely led by the Communist Party in a
united front with more militant forces in the A.F. of L., such as
John L. Lewis of
the mineworkers A New Awto Paper In Born

uniogﬁe of the ."'IC th Auto wa‘kﬂ'

major organizing | = WS i

efforts was in the "SI‘_IEH umo" mn-wma

auto industry, Leador of Famens  Protests Sweeping
which led t0 the || “Rerets oegsnise Plant as Answer to

great Flint sit | siEs=as=s  Temific Speed-Up

down strike from | SEEEeE ;ﬁ?g?ﬂ.ﬁzu~
December 1936 ~ e i e

to February
1937.In order to
prevent scabs
from breaking an
organizing strike
at the @neral
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Motors plant in Flint, Michiganard to prevent management
from removing machinery, the workers occupied the plant and
held it for almosthreemonths. They were aided by the support
of other workers, not only in Michigan but throughout therzou
try. The Womefs Auxiliary also played a hemrole, helping to
supply the strikers with food and other necessities. Michigan
Governor Frank Murphy called out the National Guard, but the
strikers held firm and Murphy could not use the Guard to drive
the workers out, partlgue to fear of damaging the equipment
inside the plant. Finally, the company conceded and recognized
the right of the workers to unionize. The other acbonpanies
quickly followed suit.

Organizing in other key industries was made easier by the
success in auto, but again not with violence including the Kil
ing of striking workers by scabgsompany goonsnd the ge-
ernment. The largest steel company, U.S. Steel, recognized the
union, but Republic Steel, misnamé@tittle Steeld refused to
recognize it. When the workers went aut strike on the Soht
east side of Chicaga 1937 the police shot at the strikers. &t
gether 18 workers were killed, hundreds wounded and thousands
arrested. Although the strike was initially defeated, the company
was eventually forced to recognize t@on.

Fascist Attacks and Bourgeois Reforms

Internationally the bourgeoisie had two different tactical
ways of reacting to theapitalistcrisis. In many countries, esp
cially in Europe, the capitalists turned to fascism to try to crush
the rising worker8movement. Already in the early 1920s, $4u
solini, a former SociaDemocrat, hadakenover the Italian go-
ernment, crushing the independent trade unions and setting up a
corporate state. In Germany, Hitler was supported by such big
monopolists as Krupp d@nThyssen (steel), Siemens (electrical),
and I.G. Farben (chemical, producer of Zyklon B that was later
used to exterminate Jews and others in the gas chambers during
World War 1l). Hitler had the Reichstag (Parliament) building in
Berlin burned down in Feuary 1933. He tried to blanke fire
on the Communist Party, and used this to put an end to tie bou
geoisdemocratic Weimar Republic, ban the Communist Party,
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crush the trade unions, and eventually ban the sderabcrats
and all other parties. He seagated the Jews and blamed a
fiJudeeBolshevik conspiradyfor all Germangs problems, &
ginning with its defeat in World War 1.

The U.S. capitalists, who were already the strongest in the
world, were able to follow a path of reforms. In 1932, Franklin
Roosevelt, candidate of the Democratic Party, was elected pres
dent with a 57% majority. Under pressure from the growing
working class movement at home (see next chapter) anddhe su
cessful example of socialist construction in the Soviet Union, he
put forward a package of reforms under the name of the New
Deal, which he had to fight to get Congrésspass These e-
forms included: legislation allowing workers to form unions;
setting up the Public Works Administration (PWA), which
helped to build up the irdistructure of the country, including
highways and bridges, but also murals and aueltordings that
helped unemployedrtists and other intellectualde established
the first social security system for the elderly, as well asmne
ployment relief.

Although these reforms did provide some relief for workers,
the New Deal was not able to get the country out of the Bepre
sion. In 1938, official unemployment was still close2if6, -
spite the recruitment aghany workers through the PWA. Joseph
Stalin, in a 193 interview with the writer H.G. Wells, pointed
out that:fino capitalist would ever agree to the complete iabol
tion of unemployment, to the abolition of the reserve army of
unemployed, the purpose of which is to bring pressure on the
labor market, to enseara supply of cheap laborOnly during
World War Il was the capitalist world able to get out of the Great
Depressiorby building up the war industry and recruiting large
numbers of the unemployed into the armed forces.

Bibl: Walter Linder,The Great FlintSitDown Strike Against GM
193637, 1973
Samuel Darcyyunpublishednemoirs The Lessons of the
Recent Strikes and of the General Strike date
available at Tamiment Library, New York City
Genora Johnson (interviewe@®jriking Flint, 1981,
available at:
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https://www.marxists.org/history/etol/newspape/amersoc
ialist/genora.htmThough Johnson gives too much credit
to the Socialist Party, of which she was a member, her
interview gives a lively account of the role of women in
the strike.
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20. The International Situation
Leading up to World War Il

Officially, World War Il began when Nazi Germany invaded
Poland in September of 1939. But in fact, the first phases of the
war took place considerably earlier. In 1931, Japan invaded and
occupied Manchia, the most industrializedegion in China,
and in 1936 it moved to take over large parts of the rest of that
country. After coming to power in Germany in 1933, Hitler
quickly rebuilt the German armed forces. In 1936 he reamilit
rized the Rhineland, whiclvas not allowed under the Treaty of
Versailles imposed on Germany after its defeat in World War |.
In 1935, fascist Italy invaded and occupied Ethiopia in northeast
Africa. The western capitalist governments turned a blind eye to
these activities of theascist powers, making only verbal erit
cisms. Only the socialist Soviet Union called for genuiee r
sistance. Its Foreign Minister, Maxim Litvinov, appealed to the
capitalist democracies to form collective security agreements
against aggression. The Sovigttion even joined the League of
Nations to aid in this appeal. But except for mutual defense tre
ties with France and Czechoslovakia (which were never really
put into effect), nothing came of this.

In 1935, the Communist International (Comintern) held its
Seventh Congress under the leadership of the great Bulgarian
revolutionary, Georgi Dimitrov.The Comintern changed itscta
tical orientation to call for united and popular fronts against fa
cism and war. A united front government was formed in France
in 1936, which prevented fascism from taking over the country
at that time and carried out some reforms in the interest of the
working class.

In the same year, the united front Republican government in
Spain began a thrg@ar fight against the fascist Franaeho

" Dimitrov had been accused by the fascists of setting the Reichstag
(German Parliament building) on fire. The fascists used this as an
excuse to eliminate the remaining democratic rights in Germany.
Dimitrov struck a blow against the Nazis when he exposed the fact that
the fire was a deed of the fascists themselves, and the court was forced
to acquit him.
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was aided by Mussolini and Hitler. However, the western powers
refused to sell weapons to the legal Republican government.
Moreover, the French socidemocratic Premier Blum triedf-o
ten unsuccessfully, to prevent members of the Internatiornal Br
gades from crossing into Spain to fight for the Republithe
Brigades wer@rganized by the communists, some left socialists
and otler democratic forcesThey included many antiascists
from Germany and lItaly, as well as from other countries. Some
3,000 fighers came from the U.S., of whom abdy000 were
killed in battle. The nly states thagave aid to the SpanisteR
public were the socialist Soviet Union andMexico under the
progressive Cardenas government. Even the Rooseveltngover
ment in the U.S. observed a policy fafeutralityp refusing to
sell arms to Spain, while the fascist powers gave all possible aid
to Franco. During World War Il, Franco returned the favor to the
western powers, remaining neutral on the western front while
sending the Blue Division to fight on the side of Hitler against
the Soviet Union.

There were many other eanlyilitary actionsbefore the off
cial outbreakof World War Il. In March of 1938, Nazi Germany
annexed Austria, and in April of 1939 fascist Italy occupiéd A
bania. One of the most serious supports given to the fascists by
the western powers was the Munich Treaty sellingQzeclo-

3 slovakia in

September of
1938, when
Hitler de-
manded the
annexation of
the  western
portion of that

country.

Prime Minis-

ter Chambe

lain of Britain
British P.M. Chamberlain (left) sells out and Premier
Czechoslovakia to Hitler to turn Germany Daladier of
east against the Soviet Union, 1938 France met
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with Hitler and Mussolini and agreed to Hiflerdemand, allg

edly © fipreserve peaagHowever, Hitler used this concession

to occupy all of Czechoslovakia in March of 1939. In actuality,
the western powers wanted to urge Hitler to go east and attack
the Soviet Union, trying to destroy the Land of Socialism once
and for 4.

While trying until the last minute to develop collectivesec
rity agreements with the&/esterncapitalistdemocracies, at the
18th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Umon
March 1939 Stalin warned th&Vestthat they could not expect
the Soviet Union to pull the chestnuts out of the fire for them.
When it became clear that the negotiations for collective security
being carried out in Moscow with Britain and France in the
summer of that year were not progressing, Stalin accepted Hi
lerés poposal for a nomggression pact, which was signed in
Moscow by German Foreign Minister Ribbentrop and Soviet
Foreign Minister Molotov (who had replaced Litvinov May).

The plans of th&Vesternpowers to get Hitler to attack the $Sov
et Union at that timéailed, and the Soviet Unids fear of ha-
ing to fight the fascist powers by itself was put to rest.

U.S. Volunteers in the Spanish Civil War
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Woody Guthrie: Jarama Valley

TheJarama Valleyvas the site of a famous
battle in the Spanish Civil Warhis song
was sung by the famous U.S. fainger
Woody Guthrie, ahttps:// 7
www.youtube.com/watch?v=eREF2NgRXo gl

There's a valley in Spain called Jarama
It's a place that we all know so well :
It was there that we fought against the fasusts
We saw a peatul valley turn to hell

From this valley they say we are going

But don't hasten to bid us adieu

Even though we lost the battle at Jarama
We'll set this valley free before we're through

We were men of the Lincoln Battalion
We're proud of the fight &t we made
We know that you people of the valley
Will remember our Lincoln Brigade

From this valley they say we are going

But don't hasten to bid us adieu

Even though we lost the battle at Jarama
We'll set this valley free before we're through

You will never find peace with these fascists
You will never find friends such as we

So remember that valley of Jarama

And the people that'll set that valley free

From this valley they say that we are going
But don't hasten to bid us adieu

Even though wéost the battle at Jarama
We'll set this valley free before we're through

All this world is like this valley called Jarama
So green and so bright and so fair

No fascists can dwell in our valley

Nor breathe in our new freedom's air
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From this valley thg say we are going

But don't hasten to bid us adieu

Even though we lost the battle at Jarama
We'll set this valley free before we're through

Bibl: Georgei Dimitrov, Leipzig, 193%ophia Press, 1968

74



21. World War Il and the Role of the Major Powers

On September 1, 1939, Nazi Germany invaded Poland.
Within two weeks, the reactionary feudal Polish governmelnt co
lapsed, and the Soviet Union sent troops in to what had been
western Poland to prevent Germany from occupying the whole
country. This regiorhad been occupied by Poland during the
Russian Civil War and Interventiott. was predominantly made
up of Ukrainians and Byelorussiam@sydwas reincorporated into
the Soviet Republics dfkraine and Byelorussia.

While Britain and France declared war on Germany after its
invasion of Poland, no major fighting took place at that time. This
first phase was called tliphony ward or fisitzkrieg (sitting war),
as compared to the later German military tactidqiaftzkriegd
(lightning war).During this period the Soviet Union fortified its
defenses against the German attack that it knew was coming. In a
short war with Finland, it pushed back its frontier (which had been
only 18 miles from Leningrad). It reincorporateck tBaltic Re-
publics of Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia, as well as the Republic
of Moldavia, all of which had been taken from Soviet Russia du
ing the Civil War. These moves were a major setback to the fascist
powers, especially Germany, which saw them asmiad German
territory.

In October of 1940, Italy began its occupation of Greede, ai
ed by the Germans the following April. Romania joined the Axis
in November of 1940as did Bulgaria in March of 1941. Germany
occupied Yugoslavia in April of 1941. In th¥est, in May and
June of 1940, Germany quickly occupied Belgium, Netherlands,
Luxemburg and the north of France, leaving the south to the pu
pet government centered in Vich¢aermanybegan the aerial
bombardment of Britain. Meanwhile, Japan expandedcitsia-
tion of China, where itvas confrontedby a shaky united front
alliance between th€ommunist Party led by Mao T$eng and
the Kuomintang led by Chiang kahek. The army led by the
Communist Party did the great majority of fighting against the
Japaese troops, while fending off continual attacks by the-Ku
mintang. The Soviet Union, which had repulsed Japanese attacks
on Mongolia in 1938 and 1939, remained neutral towards Japan,
while sending military aid to China.
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Finally, on June 22, 1941, Nazi Gany launched a three
pronged attack on the Soviet Union, using over 4 million troops,
the largest invasion in history. Many commentaiar¢he cap
talist countriespredicted that the Soviet Union would collapse
within six weeks. But despite serious lossdgerritory in the
beginning of the war, the Soviet Union held out. Leningrad was
surrounded and besieged for almost three years, with about one
million peopledying, many from starvationhowever,it never
surrendered, and Moscow held firm against tleen@n attack.

In July of 1941, the Soviet Union formed an alliance with
Britain, andin Decemberwith the United States aftehe U.S.
entered the war. This was the collective security for which the
Soviet Union had worked for years before the farcing Ger-
many to fightontwo fronts. Even though it was not until June of
1944 that theWVesternpowers opened the second front against
Germany with the invasion of Normandy in France (which they
had promised to carry out two years earlier), now it was @erm
ny, not the Soviet Union, which was isolated.

There were some capitalist politicians who still wanted to
play off the Soviet Union and Germany. On June 23, 1944, i
mediately after the Nazi attack on the Soviet Union, then Senator
(later President) Harry Trumasaid:fif we see that Germany is
winning we ought to help Russia and if Russia is winning we
ought to help Germany, and that way let them kill as many as
possibled But this did not happen. The U.S. and Britaient
supplies to the Soviet Union, althoutfis aid, the Lend Lease,
amounted to onlyabout5% of the Soviet Uniods own arma-
ments.

As everyone in the United States knows, Japan attacked the
U.S. Pacific fleet in its colony of Hawaii on December 7, 1941,
marking the U.S. entry into the war. Jagad been the U.&.
major competitor in Asia and the Pacific, and it was there that
the U.S. concentrated much of its fighting. It fought together
with the heroic Hukbalahap guerillas in the Philippines, which
had been a U.S. colony. It also fought toedefthe Japanese in
its colony of Guam, as well as in smaller chains of the Marianas,
Marshall and Caroline Islands, over which it established prote
torates after the war. The only land war that it fought in Japan
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itself was on the island of Okinawa, whichmains the site of
major U.S. bases in Asia today.

The U.S. and Britain sent their forces into Sicily in July and
August of 1943, and into the southern Italian mainland in 8epte
ber of 1943. There, in conjunction with the powerful Italianipart
san resignce, they defeated Italian fascism. Mussolini was ex
cuted by the partisans in April of 1945. Britain had a mission in
Greece, mainly supporting the small rightist guerrillas, while the
Greek Democratic Army, ELAS, did most of the fighting against
the llalian and German occupiers. Britain also sent troops and
supplies to aid Tit® Yugoslav guerrillas, which were alsopsu
ported by the Soviet Union in the liberation of Belgrade.

The Soviet Union boréhe great brunt of the fighting. At its
height, in February 1943, Germany had 195 divisions fighting
the Soviet Union, while it had only 49 divisions, that agly
onequarter as many, on the Western front. Even in July of 1944,
after the Normandy invasion, Germany had 124 divisions on the
Eastern frontalmost twice theé9 divisionsit had n the West.
The difference in the fighting can also be seen in the cassialti
While the Soviet Union lost at least 20 million killed (both-so
diers and civilians), the U.S. only lost about 420,000 and Britain
about 450,000 killed. Of the Axis (Germany and its allies)-mil
tary deaths, 5.48 million were on the Eastern Front (agaive
Soviets and their Eastern European allies), while only 830,000
were on the Western Front (against Britain, the U.S. and their
Western European allies);
that is, the Sovietsilled
over six times as many
German troops as the West
did.

By February 1893, the
Soviet Union had reversed
the course of the war at the
battle of Stalingrad. It then
pushed Germany inexar
bly back to the west and,
U.S. and Soviet troops meet on together with the partisan

Elbe, April 25, 1945 resistance, liberated Ram
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nia, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, Hungary, Poland and Czechoslovakia,
finally entering Germany and liberating Berlin on May 2, 1945.

Albania was the only country that liberated itself without the aid

of foreign troops, defeating fascist Italy and then Nazi Germany
by November of 1944.

Britain and the U.Sfinally opened te Second Front on June
6, 1944, worming the beaches of Normandghis helped relieve
the Soviet Union from carrying out the main fight against-Ge
many on its own. Although Germany wanted to sign a separate
peace with the U.S. and Britain while continutegfight against
the Soviet Union, it was politically impossible for thiéestern
powers to agree to this. However, Germany still kept mo#s of
forces fighting in the Easiptherwise the Soviet Union might
have liberated all of Germany by itself. Nazir@any uncond
tionally surrendered to the U.S., Britain and the Soviet Union on
May 7, 1945. The war in Europe was over.

Under its agreements with the Western powers, within three
months of the defeat of Germany in the West, the Soviet Union
moved its trops to fight Japan in the East. On August 9, 1945,
the Soviet Union sent its army to defeat about 50 Japandse div
sions in Manchuria. The U.S. under President Truman dropped
two atom bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki on August 6 and 9
respectively. These borimgs resulted in the horrific deaths of
about200,000 people, including those who died from burns and
radiation illness in the months after the attackbese cities had
no military importance, and their bombing only served to warn
the Soviet Union of th&).S. atomic might and to prevent it from
taking any part in the postar governing of Japan. The war in
Asia ended with the unconditional surrender of Japan to the U.S.
on September 2, 1945.

" The use of atomic bombs against Japan was not the only attack
by the Western allies, particularly the U.S., against civilians. Britain and
the U.S. firebombed the German city of Hamburg in July of 1943, killing
over 42,000 civilians, and a similar firebombing of Dresden in February
of 1945 killed another 25,000 people. In March of 1945, the U.S.
firebombed the Japanese capital of Tokyo, killing at least 88,000
people.
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Bertold Brecht: Wh a t Did the Soldieros

Bertold Brecht was a prominent German dfaiscist plg-
wright and poet. During the Nazi period Brecht left Germany to
live in various countries in Europandin 1941 he moved to the
United States. In 1947 he was called to testify before the House
Un-American Activties Committee, and the following day he
returned to Europe. He moved to the (east) German Democratic
Republic, where he directed the famous Berliner Ensembée the
ter company. This poem was written during World War I,
around 1943referring to the Germasoldiers.

Sung in German by Lotte Lenya at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FxGlI
aZm6NGg

And what did the soldiés wife receive

From the ancient capital, Prague?

From Prague she received her high
heeled shoes,

Greetings, good news, and her high
heeled shoes

She received from the capital, Prague.

And what did the soldiés wife receive

From Oslo beyond the sound?

She received from Oslo a little fur piece,

And the hope it might please, a little fur piece
She reeived from beyond the sound.

And what did the soldiés wife receive

From wealthy Amsterdam?

From Amsterdam she received a hat,

She looked well in that, the pretty Dutch hat
She received from Amsterdam.

And what did the soldiés wife receive

From Brusels, the Belgian town?

She received from Brussels the rarest of lace,
What a joy to possess the rarest of lace

She received from the Belgian town.
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And what did the soldiés wife receive
From Paris the city of light?

She received from Paris a silkenngg

drwas the talk of the town, the silken gown
She received from the city of light.

And what did the soldiés wife receive
From the south, from Bucharest?

From Bucharest she received a smock,

A strange gay frock, the Rumanian smock
She received frorBucharest.

And what did the soldiés wife receive

From the Russian land of snow?

She received from Russia her widswveeds,

For her grief she had need of those widoweeds

She received from the land of snow.

Bibl: Wikipedia:
https://commons.wikimediarg/wiki/File:World-War-11 -
military-deathsin-Europeby-theateryear.png
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22. The International Consequences
of World War I

One of the most important results of World War Il was the
growth of the socialist and peofdedemocratic camp, with the
spreadof peoplés democracies in Eastern Europe and Aenial
especially with the victory of the revolution in China in 1949.
These countries had to do a great work of rebuilding to make up
for the wafés destruction. The superiority of socialism was
shownin particularby the fact that by 1948 the Soviet Union had
already surpassed its highest-prar production levels.

With the defeat of fascism, U.S. troops held massive demo
strations demanding to be demobilized and sent home. In the
Philippines, they forn soldiers committees and refused to be
used against the revolutionary Huk movement, which had been
their ally in the fight against Japan.

At the same time, World War 1l left the U.S. as the major
imperialist power. One group dfs rivals, Germany, Italyand
Japan, had been defeated in the war, and another group, Britain
and Francehad beerseverely weakened. They were in the-pr
cess of losing their main colonies through the strength of the
peoplés liberation movements. The U.S., which had not been
invaded or attacked (except in its colony of Hawaii in 1941), had
emerged relatively unharmed.

Even while the war in Europe was still raging, in December
1944, Churchill militarily attacked his nominal allies, the Greek
Peoplés Liberation Army, ELAS, in ordeto prevent them from
liberating Greece. When 200,000 people demonstrated in Athens,
the British and the Greek reactionary troops fired on them, killing
28 people. Churchill even stationed snipers on the Acropolis
(something Hitler had not dared to dofite at demonstrators.

In March of 1946, Churchill maddshinfamous speech in
Fulton, Missourj declaring that afiron curtaird had fallen over
Europe But this phrasevas used earlier ylazi Propaganda
Minister Joseph Goebbels, winwote on February 251945, in
Das Reichthat if Germany lost the wafian iron curtain would
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fallo over Eastern Europsee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lron_Curtan

The U.S. began its threaggainst the Soviet Union and its
fights against the new peoptedemocracies. In Europe, theS.
government built upan arsenal of Abombs and Fbombs to
threaten the Soviets. The wartime Office of Strategic Service
(OSS) became the pestar C.I.A. The US. used Nazi General
Gehleris military intelligence organization to send spies into
Eastern Europe. (Gehlen later became head of West GaBnany
intelligence agency.Jhe U.S provided arms to British impetia

Britain attacks unarmed demonstrators,
Athens, Greece December 3, 1944

" Churchill had a different view of the role of the Soviet Union during
the war. On August 4, 1 9 4 4its thh Russsamadrnues whid have
done the main work in tearing the guts out of the Germany army. In the air
and on the oceans we could maintain our place, but there was no force in
the world which could have been called into being, except after several
more years, that would have been able to maul and break the German
army unless it had been subjected to the terrible slaughter and
manhandling that has befallen it through the strength of the Russian
Soviet armies. | salute Marshal Stalin, the great champion, and | firmly
believe that our twenty yearsd treaty v
lasting and durable factors in preserving the peace and the good order
and the pr ogr es ATimefof TREUmphovpl.€7,po6973.e e
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ism to intervene against the Greek democraticefe in the Civil
War there from 1948949. The U.S. rigged elections in France
and ltaly to prevent the formation of communist governments
and to drive communists out of cabinet posts. It prodded its south
Korean puppets, led by Syngman Rhee, to attaelo#mocratic
Peoplés Republic of (north) Korea. It supported France in its
failed attempt to reestablish its colony in Vietnam, providing
80% of French costs in that war by the time of Fréndefeat at
Dien Bien Phu in 1954. It also backed Britain i \tars to d-
feat national liberation movements from Kenya (Mau Mau) in
Africa to Burma and Malaya in Asidt orchestrated a coup in
Iran in August of 1953, overthrowing the progressive gaver
ment of Mohammed Mossagle and installing thehated Shah
(empero) Reza PahM. In the process, control of Iranian oil
passed from British to U.S. monopolids. many parts of the
world, theficolddo war became increasingly hot.

Bibl: Wilfred Burchett,Peoplés Democracyl1951
William Z. Foster,Twilight of WorldCapitalism 1949
Greek American Council: National Liberation Front
E.A.M., White Book1945
Daniele GanseNATO6 s Seca0®t Ar mi es
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23. PostWorld War Il, McCarthyism and
the Trade Union Movement

The period immediately after World War 1l was one 1of i
portant mass movements. Within the Ur8assivestrikes broke
out in an effort to make up for the wage freeze imposed during
the warbeginning in 1943see graph below). In 1945 and 1946
alone, there were major strikes among auto, steel, electrical, ma
itime, railroad and coal workers. In 1946 a successfulvitie
general strike broke out in Rochester, NY, in support of striking
govenment workers who had been fired for attempting to form a
union.

U.S. imperialismtried to isolate and undermine the Soviet
Uni on and the new peopl eds demo
order to do this, it carried oattwo-pronged offensive against its
working class, needing peace at home to prepare for war abroad.
On the one hand, #ttacked the communists and other militants
in the trade union movement, using the old reactionary forces in
the A.F. of Labor and its new rdmhiting allies in the leadership
of the C.1.O., such as Walther Reuther of the UAW and Phillip

FRED g — Man-Days Idle In Strikes and Lockouts for United States
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Murray of the Stel Workers. Militants were hounded out of
most of the unions that they had led in building. A few pregre
sive unions, such as the United Electrical Workers (U.E.) and the
I.L.W.U., withdrew or were expelled from the C.I.O. ane-b
came independent unionstaming some form of progressive
leadership. This was the beginning of McCarthyism and the
fiCold Waro By the time the A.F. of L. and C.1.O. merged in
1955, it was on the basis of antmmunism and was not agpr
gressive step.

The anticommunist campaign & not just a product of the
Republican Party and Joseph McCarthy (Republican Senator
from Wisconsin). Harry Truman ran for and won the Presidency
on the basis of the Demaocratic Party platform of 1948, which
declared:

fiwe condemn Communism and other foraigotalitarian-
ism and their destructive activity overseas and at home... We
reiterate our pledge to expose and prosecute treasonablie activ
ties of antiDemocratic and wAmerican organizations which
would sap our strength, paralyze our will to defend elves,
and destroy our unity, inciting race against race, class against
class, and the people against free institutins.

In 1949, the U.S. government indicted 12 top leaders of the
CPUSA and later over 100 other locladers in over a dozen
cities, under theiSmith Actp stating that theyiadvocated the
overthrow of the U.S. government by force or violeada.an
ironic role reversal, the prosecutors quoted from the writings of
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, showing how these leaders had
put forward the need for revolution to bring about socialism. The
CPUSA leadership, on the other hand, claimed that tivdeq
were distorted, that these works were out of date or did not apply
to the U.S.

"It should be noted that many of these leaders had been allies of
the CP in building the C.1.O. unions just a decade before.
A Donald Johnson, ed., National Party Platforms, Univ. of Ill. Press
(1978), pp. 435-6.
YFostercorr ect | y p oRaine Jeftersamartd Linching t 1
all... freely advocated the people's right of revolution. 6 But sdide al so
AThey [t he pr espeeialydelogedsybpu withaquotations
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The main problem with such a defense is that it confuses the
workers by denying basic principles atientific socialism
which only serves the capitalists. The CPUSAd&rahip could
haveexplainedto the workersthatthe attacks ornhe party,the
trade unions and othevgere part of the class struggléhat the
U.S. state is based on violence agaihstworking classMore-
over,t h e deferiseswas unsuccessful, as gbeernmentg-
nored the pacifist claims dfs leadership and sentenced all but
one of them to five years in prison. (Foster himself did not stand
trial because of his ill health.)

Two supporters okocialismand the Soviet UnignJulius
and Ethel Rosenberg, were framedfiasom spies by the U.S.
government and executed in June of 1953. Although they were
offered clemency if they would denounce the Soviet Union, they
remained true to their principles and refused, even though it cost
them their lives.

e I Bty bt
Picassod drawings of Ethel and Julius Rosenberg

from Marx, Engels, Lenin, and Stalin, as well as from certain members

and ex-members of the American Communist Party. These quotations,

the Jury should note, are usually torn from their context and are so

juggled about as to make them imply the very opposite of what the

writers really meant and said; they also deal with situations widely

differ ent from that prevailing today in
Foster: In Defense of the Communist Party and the Indicted Leaders,

pp. 7-8.
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The other aspect of the governmagifensive against the
working class equally important but less recognized, was the
policy of buying off a section of thevorkers particularly
through the trade union bureaucracy. As Lenin pointed out long
ago inlmperialism... from the supeprofits mae from the a-
slavement of the colonial peopl&@®btained over and above the
profits which capitalists squeeze out of the workers of their
@wnb country) it ispossible to bribehe labor leaders and the
upper stratum of the labor aristocraxlfor example money was
given to the trade union bureaucrats to build-tmst ceops for
their membersAlso, the G.I. Bill allowed troops returning from
World War Il to go to college at government expense, with the
idea (often illusory) that in this way they coulscape explod-
tion by getting out of the working claddnlike during the 1930s,
when the government made concessions in response to tke wor
erdstruggles, these were bribes to keep the workers frongenga
ing in struggle. In this way, the home front wasimhaquiet as
the U.S. launched wars of domination to maintain itself as the
prime imperialist power. The decadésng alliance between the
trade union bureaucrats and U.S. monopoly capitalists was
formed during this period.

Bibl: Lenin, Imperialism, TheHighest Stage of Capitalism
preface to the French and German editidi®4.6
Labor Fact Book #9, 1949
William Z. Fostern Defense of the Indicted Communist
Party Leaders1949
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24. The Korean War

Korea had been occupied by Japan since 1905, after Japan
defeated Russia in an @dimperialist war in that year, anglas
annexedby Japanin 191Q) The Korean people, led by Kim Il
Sung and the Worked$arty of Korea, fought a long guerrilla
war from 193845 to restore their countly independence. With
the defeat of Japan at the end of World War 1l, the Korean pe
ple rose upPeoplés committees were formed throughout the
country, and a Korean Peof8eRepublic was established, based
in Seoul.

Under the agreement for the surrender of Jaj@oviet
troops wee sent to disarm Japanese troops north of the 38th pa
allel and U.S. troops were sent to disarm them south of tiat pa
allel. This was never meant to mark a political division of the
country but just a temporary demarcation lfoe the disarma-
ment processThe U.S. brought in the reactionary Syngman
Rhee, who had been in exile in the U.S. for decafttesun the
southern part of the countrn December 12, 1945, the U.S.
banned the people committees in theouth. In October and
Novemberof 1946, there were mass uprisings throughotet
south, which were suppressed.

From April 1923, 1948, a National Conference was held in
Pyongyang that was attended by almost all the political forces in
both north and south, except for those supporting Rhee. & sep
rateregime with Rhee as Prime Minister was established in the
south in August of 1948. It was based economically andi{olit
cally on the landlords as well as capitalists, particularly owners
of textile facdories. Itbuilt up an army based on Korean troops
that had collaborated with the Japanese colonial occupiers. In
October of 1948, there were mutinies and uprisings in the south,
which developed into guerrilla war until 195By the end of
1948, the Soviet troops had withdrawn from the north, leaving
the goverment in the hands of the Democratic Pe&plRepi-

A CIA analysis in 1948 spoke of the
grassroots independence movement which found expression in the
establi shment of the Peopleds Committe
1945. 0 (Quoted in Halliday and Cumings
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lic of Korea (DPRK) led by Kim Il SungThe U.S. officially
withdrew combat troopdrom the souttthe following yeay but
left a small Korean Military Advisory Group.

In China the Communist Party headed by Mao-{Usg and
the Peoplés Liberation Army had played a major part in défea
ing the Japanese aggressors during World War Il. Afterwards, it
defeated the attacks by the reactionary regime of Chiang Kai
shek and on €ober 1, 1949, it proclaimed China a peéple-
public, similar to those in Eastern Europe. Thus,-quarter of
humanity was liberated from imperialist rule, in the second
greatest revolution in history, after the Bolshevik Revolution in
Russia in 1917.

In April of 1948, there was an uprising on th@uthKorean
island of Cheju. Rhés troops came in and killed some 60,000
people. Thigmassacrevas only acknowledged by the U.S. some
60 years later. Rhee repeatedly calledffdyeratingd the north,
and U.S. President Truman was angered bfidsd of China.
Although all thefiofficial o histories of the Korean War claim that
the north attacked the south, the truth is the reverse. On June 17,
just over a week before the waroke out, John Foster Dulles,
then a special adviser to Truman on foreign affairs, stated while
visiting south Korean troops along the 38th parafiblo adve-
sary, not even the strongest can oppose you. The time is not far

Picasso: Massacre in Korea
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off when you will be able to disqy your strength

At the start of the war, Rhee massacred up to 200y@fe
communist and other leftist prisonehs.the ensuing months, the
DPRK, with half the population of theepublic of (south) K-
rea,forced Rheds troops into a small enclave around Pusan on
the countrgs east coast. The U.S. pushed a resolution through
the U.N. Security Councjl calling for afiu.N.6 force to counter
fiNorth Korean aggressianThus the KoreatWar was carried
out under the U.N. flag. About 370,080U . Moojps landed at
Inchon on the countg west coast, of whickome327,000 were
from the U.S., the remainder coming from U.S. allies in Western
Europe and countries dependent on the th@sia, Africa and
Latin America. They pushed the troops of the DPRK back.

As the U.S@U.N.0 forces advanced towards the Chinese
border, Gen. Douglas MacArthur threatened to invhde coun-
try and even use nuclear weapons agdiagtities. In response,

Pyongyang, 1950.The U.S. left a trail of destruction in Korea..

" The U.S. was able to avoid a Soviet veto only because the Soviet
Union was boycotting the Security Council at that time, in support of the
right of the Peopleds Republic of Chin
ChiangKai-s hek 6s r egi me.
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China called for people to enlist in the Chinese Pdppiolun-
teers to aid their Korean brothers and sisters. Some 250,000
joined up (the U.S. claims there were about one million) and
quickly pushed the U.2lJ.N.0 forces and south Korean troops
back to the38th parallel. When MacArthur wanted to invade
China, President Truman fired hifiearing that this could lead to
a major U.S. defeat

For about two years, the war continued while inconclusive
negotiations took place at the border village of Panmunjof. U.
bombers made sure that no building of more than one story was
left standing in the north. The Korean people had to dig caves in
the hillsides, from which they emerged at night to till their crops.

Finally, in July of 1953, an armistice was signed, lag\uhe
original demarcation line at the 38th parallel. Although thé Ch
nese Peoplis Volunteers were quickly withdrawn, the U.Svne
er withdrew its forces. Some 30,000 U.S. troops are still there
and, together with south Korean forces, they continuallyycar
out threats against the DPRK. The war caused the death8 of 2
million Korean people as well as of some 35,000 U.S. troops.
The Korean War marked the first serious setback to U:-S. a
tempts tafroll back communisn.

Bibl: Wilfred Burchett,This MonstrousVar, 1953.WhenBur-
chettshipped 500 copies from Australia to the U.S. in
late 1953, the U.S. customs officials confiscated the e
tire shipment and threw it into the s@&archett attended
much of the peace negotiations in Panmunjom.)He e
posed so much dhe U.S. propaganda that many \Wes
ern journalists came to him for the truth.

Jon Halliday and Bruce Cumingsorea, The Unknown

War, 1988
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25. The Civil Rights Movement

The postwar period saw the rise of a massive, militant
movement for civil and human rights, particularly aimed at-ove
turning the Jim Crow system of segregation of A&raericans in
the South.In 1951, the Civil Rights Congress, an organization
supported by the Commish Party, brought a petition to the Wni
ed NationsWe Charge Genocigdéndicting the ruling class for its
treatment of Back peopl# the U.S. Black troops who had
fought against fascism abroad refused to go along with disedmin
tion at home. Mass demonstrations began to take place against all
aspects of segregation: in employment, public facilities, busses,
even restrooms, and for the democratic right to registente.
These demonstrations were met with reactionary violemos) f

| e - ~ ey

Birmingham police used dogs against civil rights demonstrators

" Paul Robeson and William L. Patterson presented the petition to UN
offices in New York and Paris respectively. Patterson had his passport
confiscated when he returned to the U.S. Robeson was unable to obtain a
passport at all, and W.E.B. Du Bois, who was supposed to go with
Patterson to Paris, was prevented from travelling by the U.S. Staate
Department. See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lWe_Charge_Genocide
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tear gas, to police dogs to fire hoses, both by the public forces of
the state and the private racist forces such as the KKK. A saying
showing the unity of these reactionary forces WWkie by day
[police], white by night [Klanp

While the capitalismedia and historians generally credit the
pacifist forces such as &rin LutherKing and the NAACP for
this struggle, much of the work was carried out by new militant
groupssuch as SNCC (Student Ngiolent Coordinating Can-
mittee, later Student Nation&oordinating Committee)SNCC
helped organizéhe first Black Panther Partyn 1965 in Lowndes
County, Alabama, to fight for voting rights. At that time, thereou
ty was 80% black but there was not a single registered black voter.

Other organizationsopenly proclaimed the need for armed
self-defense to deal with the reactionary violence of the oppressor.
The Deacons for Defense and Justice, made up mostly of veterans
of World War Il and the Koreaivar, was formed in Jonesboro,
Louisiana in 1964 to defendivil rights marchers. In the late
1950s, Robert F. Williams, also a World Wawét and leader of
the Monroe, North Carolinachapter of the NAACP, armed his
followers to fight segregation thedde was indicted on falsed
napping charges and forcedfiee to Cuba, where he set up Radio
Free Dixie broadcasting to people in the South.

The fight against segregation took place as the -feunlal
system of shareropping was coming to an end. Sharepping
wasthe system by which the workers labored loa land of the
land-owner in return for a share of the crop, leaving them tied to
the land. This washe predominant system of agriculture in the
Afro-American nation in the Black Belt South from the defeat of
Reconstruction in the 1870s to the 1950s.

"The Communi st Party was opposed to V

self-defense. Williams wrote of them:i. . . t he U. S. C. P. has
out against my position on the Negro struggle. In fact, the party has sent
special representatives here to sabotage my work on behalf of U.S.
Negro liberation. They are pestering the Cubans to remove me from the
r a d i (bttps://endwikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_F._Williams). This was far
different from the earlier position of the C.P., when it was considered the
iparty of the Negro.o
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The Civil Rights movement was basically successful inlabo
ishing formal segregation, as marked by the Civil Rights Act of
1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. The Black Belt was
transformed from a senfigudal region to one of dependent ieap
talism. Further as we shall see, the victory of basic democratic
reforms led to a militant Black national movement, especially in
the north.

In the 1960sSNCC emerged as a leader of thack power
movement headed among others by Stokely Carmichael. Earm
chael later changed his name to Kwame Toure (from Presidents
Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana and Sekou Toure of Guin€ara-
kry). This is one indication of the importance of the relationship
between theblack national movemenn the U.S. and the anti
colonial moements, particularly in Africa and the West Indies.
The black national movemertiso had an important influence on
other national movements in the U.S., such as among Puerto R
cans (especially in New York City), Chicafldexicane, Asian
Americars and Natve Americas. These movements were also
influenced by the antiolonial and revolutionary struggles intkLa
in America and Asia, especially Cuba and Vietham. One era
ple of this is the meeting of Malcolm X with Fidel Castro in 1960
in Harlem when Fidetame to New York tcatendthe UN Ga-
eral Assembly.

Malcolm X

One of the greatest AfrAmerican revolutionary leaders in
this period was Malcolm X, born Malcolm Little, in Omaha-N
braska Malcolnts father had been a revolutionary nationalist who
was killedby reactionary whites in Lansing, Michigaim 1929,
when Malcolm was only 4 years old. In his early years, Malcolm
was a lumpen (petty criminal), who robbed people, burglarized

" This does not mean that the Afro-American nation no longer
exists. I n t h e ostc@l&nialscountnes gaiged forsnal m
independence, though they remained neo-colonies dependent on the
former colonial power. Later, many of these countries were transformed
from semi-feudal agrarian countries to dependent capitalist countries.
The situation of the Afro-American nation is not essentially different from
that of those countries.
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homes and sold drugs in Roxbury, Boston and Harlem, New York.
In 1946, he waarrested for his criminal activities (though tree p
lice seemed to consider his relations with white women to be more
of a crime) and sentencédm to 10 years in prison. There he re
evaluated his life, copied the dictionary and read many of the
books in tle prison library. This helped him to become a vdry e
fective speaker. He met members of the Nation of Islam (Nol
fiBlack Muslim®), who helped him get off dregand converted
him to Islam. They instilled in him their particular brand of black
nationalismwhich saw all whites &levilso

Malcolm was paroled from prison in 1952, and two years later
he became the chief minister in the &dHarlem mosquéecan-
ing the grou@s most effective spokesperson. Undéalcolmd
leadership, the Harlem chapter took up active political struggles,
such as the fight against police brutalitle provided an alte
nate, revolutionary pole to Martin Luther King and the pacifist
wing of the civil rights movement. He saidYou dond have a
revolution in which you love your enemy, and you @drave a
revolution in which you are begging the system of exploitation to
integrate you into it. Revolutions overturn systems. Revolutions
destroy system3.(Speech at the Congress for Radtquality in
Detroit, Michigan, April 12, 1964.)

Malcolm was leading the Harlem chapter of the Nol infa di

; ferent  direction

from that of Elijah
Muhammad, the
grougs retional
leader. When
President Kennedy
was assassinated,
Malcolm can-
mented that fithe
chickens had come
Fidel Castro with Malcolm X, Harlem, 1960 home to roost

" In April of 1957, Johnson X Hinton, a member of the Nol, was
severely beaten by New York police officers. Malcolm arrived and a
crowd of several thousand gathered. Malcolm convinced the police to
get Hinton medical attention, and only then told the people to go home.
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(the violence that the U.S. government perpetrated at home and
around the world had come back to strike it). For this statement
he was suspended from the Niol;March of 1964he left the Na-

tion and set up his own Harlem ngo®.

In April of 1964, Malcolm made his first pilgrimage to Me
ca, which every Muslim is expected to make at least once during
his lifetime, takng up the namelBajj Malik El-Shabazz. There
he saw Muslims of every race and nationality, which made him
rethink his antwhite views. He also travelled to various oeu
tries in Africa. When he returned to Harlem, he formed the O
ganization of AfreAmerican Unity (whose name was based on
the Organization of African Unity, the organization of indegpsen
ent Africen states). He continued to be one of the most effective
and revolutionary speakers of the Af#wnerican liberation
movement.

On February 21, 1965, Malcolm X was assassinated while

Malcolm X at demonstration against police brutality, Harlem, 1957

" Three men involved in the shooting were chased by the crowd.
One got away, but two were caught by the police. However, both the
New York Times and the New York Herald Tribune of February 22
changed their stories. The first edition of each paper said that two
suspects were held, but the late editions say that one suspect was held.
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veal ed that Gene Roberts, a mem
who tried to give Malcolm mottb-mouth resuscitation, was a

police agent. iree members of the Nol were arrested, and they
spent years iprison for this murder. But while members of the

Nol may have pulled the trigger, it is clear that behind this-mu

der was U.S. imperialism, particularly through COINTELPRO
(Counterintelligence Program). This is an example of how the
government can use fflirences between organizations for its

own endsWi t hout Ma | ¢ o then@rganidatoa ofe r s h
Afro-American Unity soon fell apart.

Bibl: Autobiography of Malcolm X965
Civil Rights Congresse Charge Genocig&951
Robert WilliamsNegroes withGuns 1962
Robert KorstadCivil Rights Unionism2003
Dr. Jack FeldewWho Was Really Behind the Assassination
of Malcolm X 1990

Billie Holiday: Strange Fruit

Billie Holiday first sung and recorded this samg lynchings in
the Southin 1939 written by Abel Meeropol. It can be heard
sung by Holiday at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Web007rzSOlI

Southern trees bear strange fruit

Blood on the leaves and blood at the root
Black bodies swinging in the southern breez
Strange fruit hanging frorthe poplar trees

Pastoral scene of the gallant south

The bulging eyes and the twisted mouth
Scent of magnolias, sweet and fresh
Then the sudden smell of burning flesh

Here is fruit for the crows to pluck

For the rain to gather, for the wind to suck
For thesun to rot, for the trees to drop
Here is a strange and bitter crop

97



26. The Rse of the Revolutionary
Afro -American Liberation Movement

It is no coincidence that the passage of the Civil Rights Act
and Voting Rights Act (1964 and 1965 respectively)l dme
formal end of U.SAJim Crowd apartheid, led to the rise of the
revolutionary AfreAmerican liberation movement, both in the
South but particularly in the oppressed nationality areas (so
calledfighetto® or finner citie®) in the major cities of thilorth
and West.

Many of the revolutionary national struggles, especially in
the North, began as protests against police terror. On July 16,
1964, a white police officer,

Thomas Gilligan, shot and Kkilled

James Powell, a 3earold black WANTED
high school studenin New York

City. This led to one of the first H“HDEH
major urban rebellions, in Harlem |
as people rose up in protest.

Many other urban rebellions
took place in that period. Thest |
were notable for the use of mas
revolutionary violence by thepe
pressed andnass reactionary ot
lence by the state. In 1965 ineth .
Watts section of Los Angeles4 i P L 4 e e
people were killed. In 1967 in s
Newark some 26 people died, [I'IH!.EI DEFENSE COUNCIL

" This was also a protest in which conscious revolutionaries took
part. The then revolutionary Progressive Labor Party (PLP), under its
vice-chair and head of the Harlem Defense Council, Bill Epton, put up
posters around Harlem with the slogan:
Cop. 0 Epton violated a thdingporary city
demonstrations in Harlem, which all the black reformist organizations
went along with. When Epton tried to lead a march from 125th Street
and Lenox Avenue, he was arrested and
anarchy. o0 Epton was exp entlatodanizatiomm PL P
followed its own line opposed to scientific socialism; he served a year in
prison only after his expulsion, in the early 1970s.
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while in Detroit 43 people were killed. The U.S. army had to be
brought into Detroit, where the 82nd Airln@r Division, which
had fought in the Dominicandgublic and Vietnam, was used to
suppress the demonstrators.

Theserebellionsalso showed the reactionary aspect of forces
such as Martin Luther King who, while calling for better siou
ing, economic conditions and opportunities for Blacks, said in
response to the state violence in Wdltswas necessary that as
powerful a police drce as posble be brought in to check thém
(The New York Time&ugustl16, 1969.

Less than two years later, King came out openly in dppos
tion to the U.S. war on Vietham. In a speech at the Riverside
Church in New York, on April 4, 1967, he stat@lknew that |
could never again raise my voice against the violence ofgithe o
pressed in the ghettos without having first spoken clearly to the
greatest purveyor of violence in the world today: my owwa-go
ernment Exactly one year later, on April 4, 1968, MarLu-
ther King was assassinated in Memphis, where he was suppor
ing a strike ofpredominantlyAfro-American sanitation workers.
Mao Tseéung, the leader of the Chinese revolution, sa#lt-
hough King was a proponent of nwiolence, this did not stop
U.S. imperialism from doing away with him violentlyKing&s
assassination led to the most extensive outreaktens of

¥ ’. 3

Demonstrators confront troops, Detroit, 1967
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thousands of people rebelled across the country in the following
weeks. Again police and troops responded violently, leaving
dozens killel and thousands injured and arrested.

The Black Panther Party

It was during this period that the Black Panther Party for Self
Defense (BPP) gained tremendous influence, particularly among
Black youth. The organization began in Oakland, California, in
1966, led by Huey Newtomd Bobby Seale, to protect theabk
communityfrom police brutality. Members armed with riflesfo
lowed police cars around Oaklafchrrying an unconcealed dir
armwas then legal in California)The BPP quickly spread around
the country, with some 45 chapters at its height in 1970. Their
weekly newspaper had a circulation of about 100,000 copies. The
Panthers also set up direct services to the community, such as a
free breakfast program, which provided meals to some 10,000
school children each day.

-
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Panthers protest anti-gun bill, Sacramento, California, 1967

“In response to this, California passed an anti-gun bill, the Mulford
Act, which was supported by the NRA and signed into law by

Californiads Republican Governor, Rona
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The BPP took up the national demands of the -Afro
American people. Its 10 point program included decent housing,
education, an end to the draft of Black people, etc. It$ hioet
was: fiWe demand a plebiscite, in which only Black people can
participate, to determine the relationship of African people to the
U.S. governmenb.Although this formulation did not speak of a
specific territory, this demand was an expression of the right to
self-determination of the Afré\merican nation.

The Panthers were never consolidated around a single polit
cal or ideological line. While theytwdied theQuotations from
Chairman Mao Tsetun(jiThe Red Boo&), they were not united
around scientific socialism. Some leading members, including
Eldridge Cleaver and Huey Newton, put forward that the
filumperd (by which they usually mearfistreet peoplé,not just
criminals) were the vanguard, while others, including Fred
Hampton, had a more working class orientation.

The Pantheprogram, and particularly their armed defense
against police terror, led to a violent response from the police. In
New York Qty in April, 1969, the police rounded up 21 leaders
of the Party, who were held on bail of $1 million each. They
were all eventually released (their bail largely paid for by 4mp
thetic churches as well as wealthy liberal and progressive ind
viduals), andinally cleared of all charges. However, the arrests
seriously disrupted the work of the Panthers in New York.

In other parts of the country, Panthers were vilely assassina
ed by the police and other agents of the state, with dozens being
killed overall.One of the most notorious examples was the-mu
der of lllinois chapter chair Fred Hampton and his deputy Mark
Clark, in the early morning hours of December 4, 1969. An FBI
informant, William GiNeal, who had beenHamptoris bod/-
guard and Director of Chaptere@urity, led a group of police
officers and FBI agents to Hampfisrhouse. He had shown the
cops a floor plan of the apartment and they fired through the
door, killing Hampton and Clark as they slept. The next day the
Chicago Panthers led people from tt@menunity through the
house, exposing the gruesome actions of the police and FBI.

Other Panthers were imprisoned for long periods for crimes
they did not commit. Geronimo-jaga Pratt served 27 years in
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prison, framed for thd968 murder of a whitavomanin Santa
Monica, Gilifornia. He was only releasdad 1997 after wiretaps
showed that hdad beerunder surveillance in San Francisco,
almost 400 miles away, at the time the murders were committed.

Besides outright killings and arrests, the government used
the notorious COINTELPRO against the Panthers, as well as
against other progressive leaders and even against pacifists such
as Martin Luther King. They did this through instigating splits in
organizatios, sending anonymous letters that played one leader
agpinst another. These tactics of suppression and deceyptien
among the factors théinally led to the Panthedslemise in the
late 1970s.

The repression against former members of the Panthers and
their off-shoots continues even today. Mumia Alamal,a leal-
ing member of the Philadelph&hapterof the BPP from the age
of 14, has been in prison since 1981, now serving a life sentence
after spending decades on death row, framed for the killing of a
Philadelphia cop.

We must also mentiothe government repression of MOVE,
a revolutionary prenature organization, in Philadelphia. In 1978,
under racist white mayor Frank Rizzo, the police attacked the
MOVE headquarters. One cop was killed, and as a result 9
MOVE members were se
tenced to lié in prison. All
who are still aliveare still in
jail (two, Phil and Merle A
rica, died in jail under susp
cious circumstances) alt-
hough they were simplyed
fending themselves. Later, in
1985, under black mayor
Wilson Goode, the police
dropped a bomb on he
MOVE compound, killing 11
people, includingfive chil-
dren, and destroying some 65
other homes in the neighto

hood. Fred Hampton
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Other Revolutionary Afro-American Groups

The African Liberation Support Committee (ALSC), formed
in 1972, was one of the most importardss organizations in that
period, consisting primarily of Afrdmericans. The ALSC s
ported the fight of the peoples of Angola, Mozambique and-Gui
ea (Bissau) and Cape Verde against their Portuguese coldnial ru
ers. It also supported the fight of the plespof Zimbabwe (then
called Southern Rhodesianamed after the British colonialist and
imperialist Cecil Rhodes), first against British colonialism and
after 1965, against the racist, whitettler regime of lan Smith. It
supported the struggles of thegples ofSouthAfrica against the
system of apartheid (racial segregation), as well as of the people of
Namibia (South West Africa) against South African colonial rule.
These regimes were strongly supported economically, politically
and militarily by U.Simperialism (particularly through NATO, of
which Portugal was a member).

At its height, on May 26, 1973, the ALSC mobilized some
100,000 people in 30 cities around the country for African Li
eration Day. The ALSC reflected the strong relations between
Afro-Americans and the peoples of the African continent. The
ALSC later broke up, partly due to the influence of Maoism and
its reactionarypolicies towards the African liberation ave-
ments (see Chapter 31

There were other revolutionary Black groups at tima¢ that
specifically organized among the working class, seeing it as the
leading class. Most important of these was the Dodge Revol
tionary Union Movement (DRUM). DRUNrew out of militant
Black caucuses organizing in the auto plants in Detroit. At that
time, and stillgenerallytoday, blacks had the hardest, most-da
gerous and poorly paid jobs in auto and other industries. In their
organizing, DRUM came up not only against management, but
also against the sebiut union leadership of the United Auto
Workers (UAW). It led several militant wildcat strikes. The-va
ious DRUMtype caucuses later united to form the League of
Revolutionary Black Workers (LRBW).

DRUM also influenced the formation of similar orgaaiz
tions in other cities and industries. One cédl was the Health
Revolutionary Unity Movermat (HRUM). HRUM began as a
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rankandfile group of workers at Gouverneur Hospital in 1969
and spread to other hospitals throughout New York City. It was
affiliated with the Puerto Rican Revolutionary Workers @rga
zation (seeChapter 2Y. Not only did it lead several strikes; it
also organized the community around health issues, such as lead
poisoning and tuberculosis testing. These hospital workers later
joined AFSCME District Council 37, the largest municipal
workergdunion in New York City.

Gil Scott-Heron: The Revolution Will Not Be Televised

With music at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qGaoXAwl9kw

You will not be able to stay home, brother

You will not be able to plug in, turn on and
cop out

You will not be able to lose yourself on skag

And skip out for beer during commercials

Because the revolution will not be televised | |

The revolution will not be televised

The revolution will not be brought to you by Xerox

In 4 parts without commercial intexptions

The revolution will not show you pictures of Nixon
Blowing a bugle and leading a charge by John Mitchell
General Abrams and Spiro Agnew to eat hog maws
Confiscated from a Harlem sanctuary

The revolution will not be televised

The revolution will nobe brought to you by the Schaefer Award
Theater and will not star Natalie Wooalsd Steve McQueen
or Bullwinkle and Julia

The revolution will not give your mouth sex appeal

The revolution will not get rid of the nubs

The revolution will not make you lodkve pounds thinner

Because the revolution will not be televised, Brother

There will be no pictures of you and Willie May
Pushing that shopping cart down the block on the dead run
Or trying to slide that color TV into a stolen ambulance
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NBC will not be abé predict the winner at 8:32
Or report from 29 districts
The revolution will not be televised

There will be no pictures of pigs shooting down

Brothers on the instant replay

There will be no pictures of pigs shooting down

Brothers on the instant replay

There will be no pictures of Whitney Young

Being run out of Harlem on a rail with a brand new process
There will be no slow motion or still life of Roy Wilkins
Strolling through Watts in a red, black and green
Liberation jumpsuit that he had been saving

For just the proper occasion

Green Acres, The Beverly Hillbillies and Hooterville Junction
Will no longer be so damned relevant

And women will not care if Dick finally gets down with Jane
On search for tomorrow because black people

Will be in the street lookinfpr a brighter day

The revolution will not be televised

There will be no highlights on the eleveflock news

And no pictures of hairy armed women liberationists

And Jackie Onassis blowing her nose

The theme song will not be written by Jim Webb

Francis Sott Key, nor sung by Glen Campbell, Tom Jones
Johnny Cash, Englebert Humperdink or the Rare Earth
The revolution will not be televised

The revolution will not be right back after a message

About a white tornado, white lightning, or white people

You will not have to worry about a dove in your bedroom

The tiger in your tank or the giant in your toilet bowl

The revolution will not go better with Coke

The revolution will not fight the germs that may cause bad
breath

The revolution will put you in the drivésseat

The revolution will not be televised, will not be televised
Will not be televised, will not be televised
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The revolution will be no reun brothers
The revolution will be live

Bibl: Ward Churchill and Jim Vander Wallhe COINTELPRO
Papers andAgentsof Repression, The F&l Secret
Wars on the Black Panther Party and the Ameriaan |
dian Movement1990 & 2002
We Accuse: Bill EptoSpeaks to the Coyrt966, available
at: www.mltranslations.org/US/archive/epton.htm
https://www.marxists.org/history/erol/netdhrum.htm
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27. Other Revolutionary National Movements
The Puerto Rican National Movement

The revolutionary Black national movement, and tha-Pa
thers in particular, influenced the formation of revolutionary
movemats among other oppressed nationalities in the country.
One of these was the Young Lords Organization (YLO),i-orig
nally a street gang of mostly Puerto Rican youths in Chicago,
which later set up a chapter in El Barrio (Spanish Harlem) in
New York City. Pulic services were poor in all working class
neighborhoods, but especially in those of the oppressed rlationa
ities. One of the LordHfirst actions was to pile garbage into the
middle of the street in El Barrio and set it on fire. Firefighters
came to put ot the flames, but this led to a dramatic imgov
ment in sanitation services, especially in El Barrio.

In 1970, the Lords in New York changed their name to the
Young Lords Partyand in 1972 to the Puerto Rican Revolntio
ary Workers Organization (PRRWO). They developed-adift
program consciously modeled after the Panther program. They
were frequently attacked by the policgiich as when they
formed a contingent that tried take the lead in the Puerto Rican
Day Parade in 1971. One of their members, Julio Roldan, died
mysteriously in police custody after he was arrested on minor
charges in 1970.

Young Lords burn garbage in streets of El Barrio, 1969
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PRRWO made a strong effort to carry out work in thekwor
ing class. They organizeah imany factories in the borough of
Queendgn New York City. They were also influential in the-o
ganization of the Puerto Rican Student Union. PRRWO avent
ally formed several chapters along the East Coast.

The Chicand/Mexicano Movement

The Southwest of thg.S., from California to Texas andrfu
ther north, had been seized from Mexico in the period from 1836
to 1853 (seeChapter6). The Spanisispeaking people of this
territory became the Chicano peoplegrdorced by neviimmi-
grant® from Mexico who crossedla falsa frontera (the false
border). Thus they formed the oppreg<hicano/Mexicanoai
tion of Aztlan. This area is also a center of immigration from
other countries in Latin America, especially from Central Ame
ica. This nation must have the right tefsletermination up to
secession from the United States.

One of the revolutionary national movements among &hic
nos/Mexicanos that began in the late 196@sthe Brown Ee-
rets, who organized particulgrin the Southwest anith Chica-
go. They helped orgaze the Chicano Moratorium. On August
29, 1970, the Moratorium led a huge march of 20 to 30 thousand
people through East Los Angeles, California, against the V
etnam War. This peaceful march was ekéal by the police who
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killed four people, including Rioen Salazar, a progressive fjou
nalist. In 1974, the August 29th Movement was formed, one of
whose primary goals was the right to sddtermination of the
Aztlan nation.

In the 1960s and early 1970s, Reies Tijerina formed a group
to fight to preserve thé&and grantsin the Southwesthat their
ancestors had been given by Spain. Heestknown for leading
an armed raid on the county courthouse in Tierra Amarilla, New
Mexico. There have also been major workessuggles inthe
SouthwestTo mention just dew, there washe long fght of the
United Farm Workers from 1965 to 19%® organize the grape,
lettuce and other agricultural workers, centered in Deland; Cal
fornia, the Farah pants strike of 40,0@€edominantlyChicana
women garment workers in El & Texas, in 1972, and the
Watsonville, California, Cannery strike of 1,000 workers that
lasted 18 months, beginning in 1985.

Asian-American, Native American
and Other Movements

Asians and AsiaAmericans have a long and proud history
of participation n and leadership of progressive and revohitio
ary movements in the U.S. Sen Katayama, a founder of tlae Jap
nese Communist Party, spent two decades in the U.S. and
worked with the U.S., Canadian and Mexican CPs. Larry Itliong
was a leader together with Ce€2havez of the California grape
workersodé strike. Today many you
Bayan which has taken part in organizing May 1st demanstr
tions and other activities.

In this period, mvements among Asiadimericans, partia-
larly ChineseAmericans, included | Wor Kuen (Righteous and
Harmonias Fist), which defended thetemational Hotel in San
Franciscahathoused many Chinegemerican and Asian imin
grant workersdrom being torn down by real estate interests. In
New York there was the AsigBtudy Group, which later became
the Workers Viewpoint Organization. This organization was pa
ticularly influenced by the Cultural Revolution in China, who
ing revolutionary Chinese films in the streets and empty lots in
Chinatown.
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Finally, there was thémerican Indian Movement (AIM)
among indigenous people in the U.S. and Canada. One of its
main actions was the 1973 takeover of Wounded Knee in the
Pine Ridge reservation in South Dakota, the site of a massacre of
native peoples by the U.S. army in 1890mhich over 200 pe-
ple were killed. AIM held Wounded Knee for 71 days, during
which they had to fight off not only the police and the FBI, but
also the selbut tribal leadership of Dick Wilson and his GOONs
(Guardians of the Oglala Nation). Under Wiléafeadership,
over 60 AIM members and supportdrad beenmurdered on
Pine Ridge. This conflict with Wilson was not unique, as all the
revolutionary national groups had fight againstthe national
reformists as part of their struggle.

Leonard Peltier is a leader of AIM and one of the longest
held political prisoners in the United States. In 1977, he was
framed and convicted for the killing of two FBI agents ang se
tenced to two consecutive terms of life imprisonment. The inc
dentwastheresult of a shootout at Pine Ridge, in which an AIM
member, Joe Stuntz, was also killed.

One cannot discuss this period without mentioning the Attica
Rebellion and massacre in 1971. The rebellion was motivated
not only by the outrageous conditiomsprison but also by the
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Wounded Knee, 1973
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killing of an Afro-American revolutionaryGeorge Jacksorn

San Quentin prisgnCalifornia, some two weekegarlier, and in
sympathy with the rising revolutionary movement in the U.S.
and worldwide. On September 9, 1971, son29Q inmates took
over a section of Attica prison in upstate New York. They seized
42 guards as hostages and carried out negotiations with prison
authorities, with members of the press chosen by the inmates
serving as observers. After several days, Nelsock&eller, the
liberal Republican Governor of New York (and brother of David
Rockefeller, chair of Chase Manhattan Bank) called in the State
Police and National Guard in order to preserve the authority of
the capitalist state. The troops fired on the itesakilling 29 of
them as well as 10 hostages. The lie that the hostages had had
their throats slit by the inmates quickly collapsed when it became
known that they had all died of bullet wounds (the inmates had
no guns). The guards further retaliated bgatng inmates
whom they made to run naked through their lines.

Bibl: Dan Georgakas & Marvin SurkirDetroit: | Do Mind
Dying, 1975
Karl G. YonedaThe Heritage of Sen Katayamnd75
https://www.peoplesworld.org/article/filipinmigrants
gavegrapestrike-its-radicatpolitics/
Film, Incident at Oglala1992
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28. The Vietnam War and the AnttWar Movement

Vietnam, together with Laos and Cambodia, had been a
French colony since themid-19th century. The Viethamese had
fought for their independence, first from France, then fram J
pan, which occupied the country during World War Il, and then
from France again, which reoccupied the country after the war.
By the time of Frands defeat i the revolutionary Vietminh
forces at the town of Dien Bien Phu in 1954, the U.S. was su
plying 80% of Frano& war costs. According to the Geneva
Peace Accords that officially ended the war, the Vietminh were
to regroup in the northern part of the coyntabove the 17th
parallel, and the French in the southern part preparatory to their
withdrawal. The division was never meant to be a politicai-part
tion, and elections were to be held within two years. While the
Vietminh withdrew to the north, the U.S.taklished a puppet
regime in the south made up mainly of Viethamese who hiad co
laborated with the Japanese and the French. The U.S. refused to
hold the elections as scheduled, knowing that they would have
been won by Ho Chi Minh, the head of the WorkerdyPaf Vi-
etnam. President Dwight Eisenhower admitted in his memoirs,
Mandate for Change, 19886 (p. 372)fhad elections been held
as of the time of the fighting, possibly 80 per cent of the @opul
tion would have voted for the Communist Ho Chi Minh.

While Uncle Ho, as he was affectionately known i V
etnam, became the head of the Democratic Republic of Vietham
in the north, the U.S. imported Ngo Dinh Diem from exile in the
U.S. to rule the south. After peaceful demonstrations were r
pressed by Diem with éhbacking of the U.S., the Vietnamese
formed the National Liberation Front (called thdietcong or
Vietnamese Communists by the U.S.) and turned to guerrilla
warfare to get rid of Dieds regime. The U.S. government first
sentfiadvisor® to the south undeKennedy, and under Johnson
it eventuallysent 500,000 troops. In 1965, the U.S. begama ca
paign of bombing north Vietham, which continued (with inte
ruptions) until Nixon was forced to sign a peace treaty in 1973
providing for the withdrawal of U.S. tops. By April 1975 the
puppet regime had collapsed, south Vietham was liberated and
shortly afterwards the country was unified. At the same time,
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Laos and Cambodia were also liberated, bringing an endde col
nial and neecolonial rule over the three couies of IndeChina.

The Vietnam War led to a huge antar and antimperialist
movement in the U.S. From the wil®60s to the early 1970s,
the fight against the war grew as the war dragged on and U.S.
casualties increasetlundreds of thousands of peopdmk part
in mass antivar marches, even if they were not involvedaih-
er antiwar groups.The antiwar movement, largely centereamh
the white pettybourgeois (middle class) universities, developed
quickly from a largely pacifist antvar movement to a militant
antrHimperialist one Its size andpolitical clarity developed as
other acts of imperialist aggression took place, such abl.Be
invasion of the Dominican Republic in 1965 and the expansion
of the Vietham War into Cambodia in 1970 and Laos in 1971.
These made it clear that the war was no accident.

One of the main studemroups was Students for a Dem
cratic Society (SDS), originally the youth group of the secial
democratic League for Industrial Democracy. SDS was involved
in the occupation of campus buildings, particularly in such elite
universities as Columbia and Harvard

Liberation of Saigon (hnow Ho Chi Minh City), 1975
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