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On December the 29th, 1948, the Press Department of the Hungarian Ministry of Home Affairs
announced that the police authorities had arrested Jozsef Mindszenty, archbishop of Esztergom, charged
with treason, espionage, crimes directed at the overthrélwed®epublic, and foreign exchange
specul ation. They also arrested, apart from And
taken into custody on charges of treason anddamtiocratic activity, Miklos Nagy, the secretary of
Actio Catholica charged with treason and smuggling people across the frontier, Bela Ispanky a priest,
charged with treason, Janoarddi, a Jesuit monk, chadwith treason and foreign exchange
speculation, Jozsef Vid, a Jesuit monk, charged with foetghange spetation andfailure to report a
crime, Miklos Bereszitry, the Budapest director of Actio Catholica, charged with antidemocratic
activities andailure to report a crime, ZolteEndedy, a chaplain, charged with smuggling people
across the frontier, Janoa® i an, t he archbi shopodmsacamplicefovi st , ¢
treason, Imre Bka, an arehiepiscopal gocillor. Prince Pal Eszterhazy, a landowner, dr. Gabor
Horvah, a lawyer, and Tivadar Wydler, a bank director, charged witigforirrency spaulation, and
Jusztin Baranyai, a University professor, charged with treason.

The unmasking of Mindszengndhis accomplices, and tinarrest, causethe geatestonfusion
among those whorhe servedthewestern imperialistsTheir presstheirradio propagnda and,
moreover, statements by certain statesmerbatbps tried by slander and denial, whitewash
Mindszentytheiraccomplice.

TheHungarianGovernment wishes foublishin this book a few of those many proofs it has at its
disposal the geater part of which are fromMins zent yés secret buried fil e
and irrefutably to any unbiased man that Mindszenty and his company were guilty.

1. Mindszenty sets out for Rome on the airplane put at his disposal by the American mission.



2. Mindszenty's secretary AndrZakar, and Janos Fabiathe Archbishop's archivist, with the metal
case in which the Primate kept his most confidential documents and which they buried a yard deep in
the cellar of the Archbishop's la@e at Esztergom.



MI NDSZENTY®S PAST

Mindszenty in a confession he has written in his own hand (Appendix 3.) summarizes his political
attitude and past dsllows:

A Bm a Hungarian nobleman. My original surname was Pehm. The Pehm family was declared noble
i n 1732. Orsidenhgm dascentied frot she Hanian noble family of Kovacs which was
raised to the rank of nobility in 1663.

In February 1917, | was seit Zalaegerszeg as a teacher of religion. In 1948s appointed parson
of that same place and | worked there¢hat capacity until March 28t 1944, when became bishop of
Veszprem. | was appointed Prince Primate in October 1945. Recalling my publigeadtdeclare that
| have always considered myself a royalist. That is why | have always supported to the greatest possible
extent those political tendencies that helped to realize that aim. After my appointment as Prince Primate
| could serve my aimall the more efficiently. My aim is the aim of the monarchist movement in
Hungary;a Federative Central European Monarchy, with a personal union between Hungary and
Austria, and with other Catholic states, in the first place Bavaria, that might perhrajppsgad with
Otto Hapsburg on the throne. | only thought this possible after the overthrow of the Hungarian Republic
with foreign, and in the first place, American aid. It was in the interests of this that | did everything to
support American politics iRlungary, partly by my activity against the Hungarian Republic, and partly
by constantly urging their intlEarenceby a regular service of facts, and by espionage.
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| did not rely onlyon the Americans for my purpgdeorganized all those forces,than Hungary
and abroad, whose interest it was to overthrow the Republic, and with it its institutions and
accomplishments, such as the land reform and nationalisation.

| expected the restoration of the Monarchy after the conclusion of a third world/\&arAmerican
victory. For the transition period, unsichtime as Otto should return, | would have been the temporary
head of state. | wanted to crown Otto myself because it would have secured for me all those privileges
that are granted to one who @émost in the peerage.

| acknowledge that from the days of my youth | opposed every democratic policy of the Hungarian
people and supported righti ng movement so.

HIS CONNECTION WITH THE HUNGARIAN NAZIS

Jozsef Mindszenty (Pehm) had already drawn attention to himself before the war by his frequent
political action of a fascist type and by his outrageous behaviour. He was known as one of those
Apolitical priestso who s eduponwithindoropeehensioodand vi t i es
estrangement. It was all the ma@rprisingwhen after the liberation of the country in 1945 Mindszenty,
with his fascist past, asked for 300 holdghis land to be exempted from the land reform on the basis
of his alleged merits in the resistance movement. Certain reactionary circles in Hungary, and even more
so the western imperialists, have since then too, several times tried to make Mindsjzeatyaa a hero
of the Hungarian resistance movement. The truth, however, is that at the end of 1944, atadhe time
Szal asi 0s reign of terr or fVaszmeenrcdllediFarend\Salibarn | awy er
wanted, in his capacity of county prefeco r equi si ti on a part of the b
takeoverthd 800 new mends shirts anMinddzeraywas bistiopafhi c h h e
Veszpran, protested against this. Schibarmereupon had him arrested and had the clothes takay.

That is how Mindszenty came to be a prisoner of the Nazis, and in one month he addressed four
petitions to various members of the Nazi government asking for his liberation.

In his letter written to Jeno Szollossy, the Néaputy premier, on Janyal2t, 1945, he
emphasized that there were no political reasons for his arrest, that the only charge against him was of
hoarding, of trying to save his property, and that he had adtamgling pesonal disagreement with
Schiberm. Of the Nazi county pfect he writes among othérings:inhi s r el i gi ous beha
befit a government headed by that head of the state (Szalasi) who takes part in retreat and leads the life
of a devout Catholico.

In another letter written to the Nazi Minister of Homdakis, Gabor Vajna, from Sopron, on
January 16th, 1945, he boasts of the fact that
recognizehe pr esent or de 1945 DrQRoberEMedgyasgchwartziwast h ,
commissioned by Mindszenty to e a petition to the government in which he gave the following
reasons for |iberating the bishop: Alt was | ust
records in every village liberated from Russian occupation, and wants to have thedeithe bishop
concerned, because people abroad, thinking of everything as propaganda, would only believe the church
authorities on this matter. Our bishop could be of very great service in this way, but of course only if he
is free, because it is in yawcase his plan immediately to visit the villages concerned, to console the
faithful and urge them tsteadfastness.

This is how he offered his services to the Nazi terroristic regime waic¢his time had been driven
back to the western frontiers whetevas livingitslastday;ja r egi me whi ch he cons
stateo.

And after the liberation he tried to make political capital of his personal conflicts of financial origin,
of the enmities that had arisen through his hoarding and speculaigrmuch like his present dollar
deals. Andn this way he tried to exempt his land from the land reform.

"1 Hungarian hol@ 1.42 acres.



Mindszenty himselfadmitsi s confl i ct with the Na#%4was i My a
not for political easons but because Ferenc Samiéecounty prefect for the county of Veszprem, had
found 1,800 shirts and drawers nearly 00,0 pengo 6 s wq pdabe, anchbecausalldatl i n
a disagreement with him over the requisitioningofommodationFor thisreaon t hey i nt er n
A characteristic proof of his sympathy for and interest in the cause of the Hungtleaites is a
letter writtento him by the Jesuit monk, Tibor Revay, inwhichhegwes account of Szal
behaviow at the time of hisretreatt t h e J eahousd. Thé lettdretbal ApeilZL6h, 1938,
reads:
fiMy dear honoured Sir! Szalasi was here in devout retreat. He behavededxineell. He has also
been hersince. He was glad to make contact with one or two ofdtiers. Whether he is suited to
national leadership | do n&how. | consider him reliable from the Catholic point/@w. Whether he
can influence his colleagues | do kobw. He promised he would send them to me for deraitgat. It
seems he has not yet been able to fulfill hisipse.
| am sorry | was not ableto gettaesweri n t i meo ( Appendi x 4).
Mindszenty, however, has declared in his statemenbnly that hesympathizedvith National
Socialism inHungary in J938, but also that he gave active help ttaSizand Co. in thepolitical
progress:
AON April 19th, 1938, Viktor Zoltan Toth, the deahDevavanya whavas a great sympathizer of
theFascistsandl convoked a conferencé priestsin BudapestAfter the deliberations of the
conferencave issued anemorandum. The meorandum was worked out by a committee of three
members under my eirmanship. The other membersre&/iktor Zoltan Toth and Zoltan Nyisar. The
conference committed itself to follow a national, social line. We decided that we thought the Jewish
problem aught to be slwed by way of racial laws in the same way as the fascists wanted it. We
emphasized that it was the party we supported, the Christian Party-®¥di§), that had so far
introduced the only laws of racial protection and the Numerus Clauststhi/¢ memorandum of ours,
which by means of deans6é conferences we spread
of the fascists, 0 says Mindszenty in his staten
shows clearly that hisiternment in 1944 was not the result of political resistance to fascism of the
Szalasi type, but of a quarrel with a local authority over financial matters.
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MONARC HIST CONSPIRACY AGAINST THE RE PUBLIC

After the liberation, Josef Mindszenty was appointedtte chair of Archbishop of Esztergom that
had become \@nt with the death of Jusztinian SeredgtR from the very beginning he openly
interfered in political life. It can already be seen in the minutes of the Episcopal Conference held on

October 17th,945, wher e he said in his speech of wel cc¢
be to |l ead our flock, but | also attribute grea
to greetings from the prime minister he sent the falgweleg a m gratejully thank you for your

warm congratulationd t he f i rst public dignitary of the | ar
(Appendix 5.)
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So, in his very first official act, Mindszenty already appeared with the demand that helshould
looked upon, not as the head of the Catholic Church, but in the dpirittoh e ol d f efusdt al t i
public dignitaryo of the | and or as he | ater ca

Since 1945 he has used his high ecclesiastical position tonihall the forces at his disposal
against democracy in Hungary, against the measures of the Republic, against the land reform and agains
nationalization. With his speeches, pastoral letters and directives, he has more than once seriously
sinned againghe foreign political interests of the country.

Apart from his ope antrdemocratic activities def Mindszenty stood at the head of the monarchist
organi zation for restor i ngmdnéarahist daditicssase byonb medssp s b u r
new in orgin. He himself says, in his statement:

Al have been a monarchi st fr om comyictiemaanlytthg out h
influence of Count Jeos Mikes, the county bishop of Szombathely. In this question it is my conviction
that a corect form of state for the Hungarian people is the monarchy whose legal representative was
Charles IV and after his death Otto Hapsburg. | gave voice to this conviction of mine after the liberation
too, and | accordingly protested at the time againstthecpr a mat i on of t he Republ

When the question of a republican form of state was put on the agenda in Hungary the Prince
Primate sent a letter to the government on December 31st, 1945, in which he declared:

Al am i nfhe Natomal Assemlalytwishés the near future to put constitutional reforms on
its agenda, including the establishment of a Republic, and with it a plan for abolishing the thousand year

10



old Hungarian monarchy. If this news corresponds to the truth, even though | have not hdd officia
information, then with the right of public office exercised by the primates of Hungary continuously for
more than 900 years | .do protest against these

Of the way this | etter came to be writwithn Min
Jusztin Baranyai, and we were mainly concerned with the changes to be expected in the constitution of
the country. My point of view, which | later developed in writing, was that | would protest against the
introduction of a republico.

But this timeMindszenty was already not content with protests sent to the government but began
illegal organization.

Al mmedi at leé¢ yl iald¢he admitsdo i tried to direct the internal political life of the
country in accordance with monarchist aims. Thefre the general elections held in autumn 1945 |
decided that in the given political situation the monarchists would have to be introduced into the
National Assembly throughtheladb endent Smal | @Marigadpkyed dleadirg partin. Be |
theSma |l | hol der sd& Par t gdraiabld monarchists likeiMargitrtSkadhtp, Palkégo h
Ferenc Kovacs and others nominated.

fiConcreteaidtotheS ma | | h Bartydwas gsvén through a pastoral letter dated October 18th,
1945, in which, afteattacks on the order that had developed after the liberatioeguivocally
instructed Catholics to vote against the Marxi s
secretary, Dr. Andras Zakar, statesfti®wing:

Al n s pr i n goubkdoltbe general searthdor a political solution, the Prince Primate paid
specialattention to the person of DezSalyok. This was because he knew his monarchist point of
Vi ew. 0

At the 1945 elections Mindszenty openly supportedridependenSmallto | d Partg b@causd
as Zakarsay® i Thger cdup f or the defence of the constitu
leadership of Bal Varga and with the knowledge of the Prince Primate did propaganda work among the
priests of the country. Thabject of the Primate was the organisation of the leading monarchist
personalities wiPtahritny ,t haen dS ngaeltlthionlgd etrhsebm i nt o s u
Al k @ acomtjindes Zaka) fithat before these eventdarquis Pallavicini, Jr., had gone to
France, before and after which he had had talks with Mindszenty at his palace in Buda. There is no
doubt that at the talks before his departure the question discussed was that of establishing contact with
Otto. This issubstantiated by my information from kitbs Bcer who told me that when Pallavicini
returned he had reported to the PriRremateto give an account of his visit in France and had said that
he had met Otto in Paris and had tal ked with hi
return to Hungary it was noticeable that the exponents of monarchism visited the Prince Primate one
after the other. o Minds z e n teyftlteishagng of politeadérhhatd & ; i |
talk with George Pallavicini Jr., who had previlyugone to France where he had had a conversation
with Otto. Pallavicinids jour ne yactwithOttoiHapgsgr t an't
so that it was then already possible to assume

Mindszenty estdished his furter contactwithQt o i n ac c or dainnctes wo ft hv it ehve
Until his journey to America in 1947 he seized every opportiaigsecure penanentcontact with Otto
Habsbur g. 0l hwelt®Rome forny cohsectabion as Caalli There | met @rdinal
Van Reey of Belgium, who, | knew, had good relations with the royal family. On this occasion Van
Roey gave me a |l etter of greeting in which Otto
admits Mindszenty in his handwritten statement,anddomues, fAl al so had cont
on. 0o Of the essensaysi Mif nd 12 e n tc y eydfa koetkdew ¥dt @AMIOR o
would look him up during his stay in Belgium, that in so far as heateadontact with Otto, Van Roey
shouldbe so kind as to undertake that role. The Belgian Archbishop did undertake it. In spring 1947 the
Prince Primate sent a letter to Van Roey and in this he writes as fafldvg& your Eminence to give
the enclosed letter to the gentleman fromwhomyoulbg ht a | etter to Rome. 0
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in Latin. | know that Otto later on acknowledged receipt of this letter at the talk he had with the Prince
Primate in Chicago. 0

But it was not only Pallavicini and Bishop Van Roey who acted as intermedimteeen
Mindszenty and Otto. He had Jozsef Kd#rvath, a papal chamberlain, flee the country illegally with
the same task. And of him he says, fAAt the end
which he describes in detail among otherggihis talks on December 12th and 14th, 1946, with His
Hi ghness Otto. At the talks Otto pointed to the

THE MEETING BETWEEN MINDSZENTY AND OTTO

It was after such preliminaries that Mindszenty travelled to America in Jufe TBdpretextfor
the journey was the Mary Congress at Ottawa but its real concealed object was a personal meeting with
Otto. Among other things Mindszenty said this o
beginning of the festivities we were joinby Pal Zsamboki, the former confessor to Charles 1V, and an
old friend of the royal family. Towards the end of the Congress, Zsamboki reported that Queen Zita and
her youngest daughter asked for an audience. | did not think it would be good to meét jputhiec
palace of the archbishop, so Zsamboki recommended a nunnery. The meeting lasted about 45 minutes.
After the end of the festivities of Mary we travelled to the Un@éates. At the beginning of July
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we arrived in Chicago where we stayed at Cardinal ArchbiShopr i t ch 6s. Shnbokit | vy af
prepared a meeting between Otto and me which took plasziet at a nunnery. | was accompanied on
that journey by my secretary and Zsamboki. The
the political situation in Hungary and about the approaching elections. | gave him an accurate account of
the mlitical situation. Otto gave detailed instructions that the monarchists should not form a separate
party but should work carefully and quietly and should take as few risks as possible. They should as far
as possible gain parliamentary seats through tii@xeexisting parties and they shduhcquire

positions. Of his ideas for the future he said that, though he separated the question of Austria from that
of Hungary, he nevertheless thought of a personal union in which Austria as an industrial state would
continue to develop her industry while Hungary would perfect her agriculture. This dual form, said Otto,
would be a bastion of defence against materialism, all the more so, as it would be duigv@mgelic

basis. In conndimn with foreign political qiestions he directed my attention to the new Budapest

Minister of the United States, Mr. Selden Chapin, whom he knew personally. Finally he sent his
greetings to Jusztin Baranyai and we agreed to keep the meeting a secret. Then, at my hotel, on three
pagesd so far as | remembér | wrote down the instructions he had given. | put the notes in an
envelope, and for sateeping | sent theny means of Pal Zsaboki to Cicognani, the apostolic

nuncio, in Washington.

AShortly afterwards wespentea fewv days@as ghesteof avdindd wher e
Spellman because of some trouble with the air service. There, in the course of our conversation we
spoke among other things also of Otto Hapsbiutgd the Cardinal about our meeting and Spellman
said that he kew Otto, had met him twice, and thought very highly of him. About Otto he knew that his
father had been King of Hungary and that | therefore had to have something to do with him. Spellman
then said that he thought it necessary that | should give a lettemmission to Otto which would
entitle him abroad to represent Hungarian Catholics. | then gave a short letter of commission to say that,
in case | was prevented from doing so, Otto would be entitled to represent the Catholics of Hungary.
After writing the letter | gave it to Cardinal Spellman.

On the day of my departure, at 11 a. m., | had a short talk with Tibor Eckhardt in the anteroom to the
vestry at St. Patrickds Cathedral. This meeting
was shord it lasted about 20 minutés as Spellman was waiting outside in a car. | warned Eckhardt
to put aside quarrels and accursed disunity and to organize unity for the Hungarians. He promised this.
Finally he mentioned preparations that were going on foowar( A px@®.¢ n d

Zakar says of the details of the conversation Witto:A T h e +Pnimate lé Cardinal Spellman
of New York about the details of his talk with Otto in my presence. The Prince Primate had given a
detailed report to Otto on how the mortasts were working here in Hungary. He emphasized that they
were organizing and would go on organizing until they had accomplished their goal. Otto declared that
the international political situation was tense. They would have to be ready because iraAooeric
there were supporters of the moriarkle was in contact with higtanking officials of the State
Department, and said that the United States of America would support a Federative Central European
Monarchy after the war. For the future, Otto gavérutdions that the monarchist forces were to be
rallied, that they were to enter existing parties and to occupy posts of importance. They should maintain
an organisation but carefully, lest the movement be exposed to danger. The feeling of the Hungarian
people towards the monarchy must be kept alive. Mr. Chapin, the new minister of the United States of
America to Hungary, was then mentioned. Of him, Otto said that he had a more forceful line than his
predecessor. He stated, moreover, that he had alreadymetith the intention of arranging a meeting
between Mr. Chapin and the Prince Primate while he was still in the United States, so that his person
should also be known to him. Mr. Chapin and the Prince Primate while the latter was still in the United
States. K had, at the same time, told @haabout the Prince Primate both personally and about his role
in Hungarian political life. He had said that Mindszenty was the leader of the monarchists, who was
organizing their camp and upon whom they looked umdsiry astie main representative of thrend
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of thought. Otto asked the Prince Primate to maintain contact with him by means of the new United
States minister in Budapest and he therefore recommended that Mindszenty find a way of meeting the
minister béore returning home. The minister would be glad to receive him and would be at his disposal
in questions which the Prince Primate wartediscuss with him. Otto emphaesd that there was great
tension in world politics, but that war was not yet imminstause American public opinion would
first have to be shaped. According to imformation agreement among the great powers was not
probable, and war therefore seemed inevitable. In these difficult times there was still much suffering
ahead for the monelists. But they in the United States would give information of such a nature to
political and military circles in America as to make it possible for the work of the monarchists to
develop in Hungary because their cause would become important and urgardasadnresult of the
change in foreign political factors there would be a change in the system in Hungary. Finally Otto
expressed his respect for the Prince Primate and his affection for him and asked him to continue his
work forthemonarchy. The PrincBrimate answered that he had long been a follower of this trehd an
he would continue to do evehyng he could in the interests of this aim. That brought this conversation
of about an hour 6s | ¢eapove patt ad myastaert declare tBatthema r i z i n
Prince Pimate on the occasion of his American journey was completely aware of the way his
conversations were directed against the democratic order. He knew that this was in effect activity
directed towards the overthrow of the Hungariap®lic and he therefore warned Zshoki, who
prepared the various meetings with a special care, to organize these in a completely secret way, because
it would certainly do no good if anyone got to
Mindszenty, in fact, discussed the orgatiaof the illegal monarchist movement in Hungary in
detail with Otto during his visit to America. He hoped for the overthrow of the Hungarian Republic as a
result of the approaching outbreak of a new world war and they agreed to use the Budapestdfegation
the UnitedStates of America as intermediary in their conspiracy against the people, and came to the
conclusion that they had found their highest American patron in teerpef Cardinal Spellman of New
York.

MONARCHIST ORGANIZATION

What happened whevlindszenty came home? This is what he says istaiement:

A Feturned to Hungary in the middle of July. At home | had secret political talks and | only reported
to the monarchist leaders | convenedeaaretto Jusztin Baranyai, Miklos Gruber, Baromay, Count
Jozsef Cziraky and Margit Schlachta. o

He then continues A After my return home, I wrote a | et
on September 20th, 1947, in which | recommended
assetsn Hungary, and one of the demands that would be a condition of the purchase would be the
complete withdrawal of Soviet troops. In this way the United States, which is anyway interested in oll,
would through these purchases acquire an economic andapolitb asi s i n Aternt r al Eu
dispatching this, as far as | remember, | soon got an answer saying that they had sent my letter to
Washington. Jusztin Baranyai had exact knowledge of this correspondence but wider Catholic circles
also had heard of it drthis aroused a hope that the time for a change in the system of government was
not far off. It was this that prompted Jusztin Baranyai to preparadmsorandunon a provisional
government and his |ist of the pBople who were

Baranyai in his plan, which Mindszenty accept
from the entry of Anglo American occupation troops to the coronation of the king.

ATher e can O eritesBaraym& Bitt ha@at p u b liljwben thetime comas, w
greet the temporary takirayer of the post of head of state by the Prince Primate with enthusiastic joy
and full agreement. After this there would be no further obstacle to the Prince Primate forming a state
council of wise politicans withsuitable connections abroad avfdoeople prominent in public life.
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7. Mindszentys handwritten statement on his letter addressed to Chépérminister of the United States of America.

Parliamentvould legalizethis council whose task wouldto create the legal internal and external

political preconditionsfot he r est orati on of the | egal monarch

that Aat the beginning of the American occupatio

And elsewhere hsaysiit he Car di nal would seem to be the on

government, just as the Metropolitan of Athens didtwoyaagso . 06 Bar anyai 6s pl an

proposals for the composition of a new government. According to this, the Prime Minister would be

either Lipot Baranyai or Karoly Rassay, the Minister of Home Affairs would be Ferenc Keresztes

Fischer, of Commerce Kaly Peyer, of Justice Gyula Mopof Education Kalman Molnar, of Food

Istvan Kovacs, of Industry Agoston Valentiny, of Foreign Affairs Gabor Apor and of Finance Lip6t

Baranyai.
Gyula Ambrozy, Horthyds former Chef Pdnee Cabi ne

Pri mate who was much concerned with questions o

Jusztin Baranyai says; Al di scussed cedentthe Mi k|l os

appointment of the Rrce Primate as temporargdd of state. Gruber undertook to work this out and, as

| later found out, gave it to the Prince Primate when he had finished. He also showed the plan he had

drawn up to me before givVving erhisafival etefcentai®dr i nce F

mi ni ster Chapin in accordance with Ottobds instr
Esztergom in September, when he went to see him in the buildings of the United States Legation,
accompanied by Zakar, who acted as inetgat Zala r s ay s : fimate askel® the nmniseer P r

whether any change in the international situation could be expected in the near future. Chapin, in his
answer, explained that the situation wessethat the key to the problem was the German peace, and if
that was not satisfactorily solved, the outbreak of war was probable. To the question on Otto, Chapin
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answered that it was the opinion of leading American politicians that monarchism could be restored in
Hungary and that of ¢ ouHehkimselithowgbt Ottoa dery@dribusand per s
talented man. My opinion and impression of the whole conservation was, that Chapin was actually
showing the way for Mindszentydés further activi

8. Part of the origiral handwritten plan by Prof. Jasn Baranyai.
See English translation gn52.

Mindszenty, encouraged by his successes, continued organizing wighesttktr energy. Lajos
Shvoyt he county bi shop Minflszedty adtér bisnfeicanrvayage admided gha : A
episcopal conferencethathed had t al ks wi th Ot t obishapof\Vameays c a . ¢
the same in his statement.

Jusztin Bar aghgwaho@ the nsohaachist leaeeasstied out Mindszenty s
instructions on organizatiof: A crding to our agreement the first of our tasks in connection with the
ministries was that we would in each ministry find one, andstiide more, trustworthy people, and it
was my wish that we should draw up a register of these. The work done, that is to say, the register of
these people and any information obtained from the ministries, would be sent to Sandor Cserto. The
letterwouldhneach case be fcoornwairddeendt,i amhar kfeodd & he Pr i ma
thearchiepiscopalicariate and his Secretary, Sandor Cserto, received strict instructions from the Prince
Primate always to send our letters onh® Primate. Weetided, at theame meeting, also to divide the
various counties amongst ourselves, just as we had done the ministries, and to establish contact with
trustworthy people in the countryside through our relatives and friends in the country. It was from this
point of view that we divided up the counties. At the same meeting we also decided to strengthen the
Catholic Peopleds Alliance with | eading peopl e
point of view, in the first place with Miklos Grubermad already talked this question over previously
with the Prince Primate who agreed that the Cat
to having in its leadership, legitimists who might organize the lesser monarchists and keep monarchist
ideas alive in the organization. The Prince Pri
from the first moment and he hel ped us with eve

Apart from illegal organizations Mindszenty also tried tieifere in the Hugarian irternal political
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situation more energeticallythaneve af t er hi s linfluencet thd resultdohthe 1047 a . A
electicms, 0 he s ay s iniadecibive way,da ddbenefiboe thetrightviig paties. At the
episcopal conference on yud6th, 1945] explained why it was necessary for the clergy to interfere in

the electoral campaign. It is true that this episcopal conference publicly proclaimed throMgiyyiae

Kurir that we would not interfere with the elections, and left the chadiparties to the consciences of

the faithful. In actual fadtlaid it down at this conference that we would in practice urgently have to

give direction throuly the deans that votes shoblel cast mainly for the candidatef the bourgeois

partiesfirstof al |l , for those of the Christian Womenos
Womendés Camp only nominated candidates i n a s ma
supported Pfeifferos Par t yonoflthe epseogabconteience, we wi t h

directed through the vicars and deans, the faithful to do this. | also supported Margit Schlachta
financially and gave her 20,000 forint for her
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THE CASE OF THE HOLY CROWN

Mi nds z ent y 6he quastion of bringing homeetdaoly Crown is also part of his
monarchistiananoeuvringFrom the documents to be listed below it is clearly evident that Mindszenty
considered the Crown, not as a religious relic, a valuablenadidject of art, but as a constitutional
symbol, which, according to the old constitution embodied the State power and the Sovereignty of the
country. He was supported in this attitude by those circles, first of all the American imperialists, the
Austrian and Bavarian bishops and the Vatican, whose plans include the establishment of the kind of
reactionary Catholic Monarchy under Habsburg rule also desired by Mindszenty.

The first step taken by Mindszenty in the case of the Holy Crown, whichdeadtakn by the
Arrow Cros$ to the West, was a letter written to Mr. Chapin. The haritten draft of this letter was
found in the secret files discovered at Esztergor. [&tier contains the following:

AYour Excellency, dear Minister,

The United States retusd, and her soldiers brought back, the holy right hand of Saint Stephen, our
first King, which has been preserved for 909 years. His Holy Crown, our most valued constitutional and
historical relic, is also in the hands of the Unites States Army, in Wiesb&ktrmany.

My request to you is to obtain an order from your Government, for the transportation of the Crown
by the Army and its transfer to the same Apostolic Power, His Holiness the Pope, whose predecessor
presented the Holy Crown to Saint Stephermayear 1000.
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9Mi ndszentyds handwritten draft of his |l etter

* Hungarian Nazis.
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O9Mi ndszentyods handwritten draft

LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Budapest, Hungary
September 12, 1947

Nt
‘dear Cardinal Mindssenty:
1 hv'u recelved letter of —\uﬁult 31 with
| 2 M don of the Holy Crown of Saint
.. you state is now in the hends of the
o4 States Army in Wiosbaden.

~_ Pammit me to assure my dear Cardinal, that
tion will be s “&:analg:mlg?og :ta
el m : @ relic 1s brought

"J-B yours,

Amarican Nin tnr

His Eminence
Joseph Cardinal Nindezenty,
Arch Primare of Hy ary,
Archbighep of astergom,
Esatorgom, Hungary,

10. Minister Chapinés

20

of

his |l etter

answer .



Since this cause svery important one for our nation, and since demands for its return or military
advances, might be fatal for the Crown, only Rome could reassure us.
Please accept, Yorx cel | ency, my most sinfx8)ye esteem. A
By the AdeMmamalsChHrowndd)s returno mentioned i n t
the request of the Hungarian Government addressed to the Government of the U. S. for the return of the
Crown. The fAmilitary advanceso aWwdrddwhe t o Mindsz
Mr. Chapin, the American minister, answered Mindstey 6 s | et t e r ayi(Appehdixe f ol
10):
A My Dear Mi@dszerdyt n a |
| have receved your letter of August 31swjith regard to the disposition of the Holy Crown of Saint
Stephen thiayou state is now in the hands of the United States Army in Wiesbaden.
Permit me to assure you, my dear Cardinal, that your suggestion will be given due consideration at
such time as the disposition of this relic is brought to the attention of this &vegati
Sincerely yours.
Signed:Selden Chapin
American Minister.
His Eminence ep. Cardinal Jozsef Mindszenty
Arch Primate of Hungary
Arch bishop of Esztergom
Eszter gom, Hungaryo.
On August 26th, 1947, Jusztin Baranyai wrote a letter to Mindszentliah he calls his attention
to Count Zoltan Csaky as a good personto aartyt Mi nd s z e n t htlée #maricant Milkatyi o n s
Aut horities who are guarding t he intisowmhandrins a8 e s b
follows:
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11. Jusztin Baranyaletter in which he recommends Count AalCs&y to Mindszenty.
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11. Jusztin Baranyai's letter in which he recommends Count ZGisaky to Mindszenty.

fiMost High and VeryReverend Prince Primate,

Your Eminence,

Erno Sigmond (Strecke) presented to me his spiritual child. Count Zoltan Csaky, who is a nhephew to
General Erno Pajtas, Commandéthe Crown Guard. He not onhas very interesting first hand
information on the Crown, but is also a person suited to taketiins concerning the furthfate of
this our greatest treasuta.my humble opinion the following procedure would be necessary for the
sake of the absolute security of the Crown: Your Eminence, as the only person to be considered
competent in the presesituation, should persuade the American authorities to give instructions to the
competent American authorities in Germany to have the Crown transported from Wiesbaden to Rome
and handed over for sakeeping to the One it came froiis Holiness the Papof Rome.

Considering the extraordinary impanice of the matter, | asked Er@8mmond (Strecke) to visit
your Eminence in Esztergom along with count Csaky. | beg you to receive them graciously.

Kissing the Holy Purple of your Robe | remain ever your alredservant,
Jusztin Baranyai 0.
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12.Handwritten draft of a leer of recommendation from Minzinty It is with this letter, that heent
Count Cagy to Cardinal Innitzer an@ishopRohracher

Mi ndszenty accepted Baranyai 6s advice. I n a |
to the attention of the Archbishops of Vienna and Salzburg and gave him instructions to ask their
support in seeing that the American autkiesd dd not hand over the Crown to the Hungarian State
(Appendix 12.) So it is evident that Mindszenty was not satisfied with the exchange of letters between
himself and Mr. Chapin,ui sent a special courier tam this affair, to Wiesbaden.

Csaky gave an account of the results of his mission in a letter written on May 1st, 1948. The letter
tells that he was in Vienna, Munich, and Salzburg to see Innitzer, Faulhaber and Rohracher respectively,
and that on April 8d, he paid a visit in Weilheim to Horthy, too. His visits had a good result.

Rohracher, inspired by Mindszenty sent the following letter, written in German to Cardinai&pef
New York (Appendix 13:)

AYour Eminence,

His Eminence, the most reverendnfate of Hungary, Cardinal Mindszenty, has just sent to me an
authorized courier who submitted the following request.

The Crown of Saint Stephen of Hungary, which was received over one thousand years ago from the
Apostolic See, is to be found in Wiesbadéeymany, in the Americazone. Ever since that time
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13. Copy of a leer from Archbishop Rohrachef Salburg to Cardinal Spellman of New York, which
the archbishop of Salzburg had senMmdszenty.

all legal decisions in Hungary have been made in the name of this Crown. It embodies both the power of
the State and the sovereignty of Hungary. $®atholy relic and an invaluable treasure, not only in the
eyes of Catholics, but also in those of people of other religions of Hungary.

Now our concern is to save this Holy Crown for the Hungarian nation. There seems to be a danger
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that it will soon be Anded over to Hungary, which under the present political situation in Hungary
would mean literally the loss of this holy object.

Therefore the courier sent to me by His Eminence the Cardinal asks me to request the following
from Your Eminence:

1. To take neasures against the surrender of the Holy Crown to Hungary under any circumstances,

and for its transfer to the Holy Father in Rome.

2. The Crown should be handed over to the Holy Father by the American authorities, either
officially, or at least under their unofficial protection.

3. At this transfer the Guardian of the Holy Crown the Colonel Count ErnasR &gt present at
Grabenstti, 32, Upper Bavaria), and his esca@tpunt Janos Csaky, should be present.

To fulfil this request of the Hungarian Catholics, it seems necessary to get in touch diitbcthe
President of the Unite8tates. A separate letter of recommendation, writte¥our Eminence to
General Clay would surely make this effsduccessfuand engender the greatest joy among Hungarian
believers.

Please let me express my special esteem,

Yours most faithfully.
Signed: Andr. Rohracher, Archbishop
To His Eminencethe Reem d Car di nal Spell man. o

A letter in the same t@nwas written by Cardinal Fddber to Spellman on November 2Ist, 1947. In
this he wroteamong others things the follavg: fiThis letter includes the humble request that you
should helpusto savethe Cmevf Sai nt Stephen. o

Cardinal Innitzer made the following statement on March 1st, 1948, for the use of the American

State Department, Al confirm that on November

about the plan to declare the Crown of Saint Stephenyar¢lal of the Catholic Church and ththis
plan was received withsypgnat hy . 0

Horthy, too, did his paraddressingrom Weilheim, on April 3rd, 1948, the following letter to Pope
PiusXIl:

AHoly Father,

| am taking advantage of the opportunity providgdhe fact that in a few hours Count Csaky will
set out for Rome, to address a few lines to Your Holiness.

It gives me infinite pleasure to inform you that the Americans will hand over the Holy Crown, along

with the Coronation emblems, to the Apostolic .Seeveight was lifted off my mind. This cannot be
done all at once, and the Italian elections are coming on, too. | trust in God the latter will turn out
favourably. Lately the eyes of the people hagenedso | think it impossible that the Italians skau

not foresee the menace represented by the communists taking over power. | hope also that Prime

Minister De Gasperi will make all possible efforts for the sake of his country and his people in order that

the power should get into the hands of the Clamséind patriotic elements. | should be infinitely grateful
if Colonel Pajtas, commander ott&rown Guard were allowed to remain in R@meven for political
reason® after the handing over of the Crown in order to preserve the tradition according tahehich
Holy Crown has always had a Hungarian Guard. On this occasion | would like to express again the

i mmense gratitude felt by me and my family for

both of the Americans and of other nations has complebginged towards us and we have every

reason to believe that our Status will soon be settled. In these hard times our thoughts are often with
Your Holiness, we wish for all the best and the full victory of the true cause. | remain, with indomitable

loyalty,
most faithfully Yours,
(Appendix 14.)
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Neilheim,dea 3.ADT1L 1348,

Euere Eelllgkelt!

lek bentitze die (‘ulogm-u dass Oraf Ceaky in siner
Stunde nach Bon abgeht,un Evere Helligxelt mit sioigen fellen
aufsusnchen. .

Jek hadbe mit urendlicher Prands gehdrt,dass unsers
hellige Erome sast den Exlioungsins en von Amsrikansrn dem Heili-
Zen 33uhle tibergeben wird.lemit iot ‘oin Stein won meinsm Herzen
gefallen.Natkden cas nichiy von beute suf Norgen geschslen kaaa,
werden %is dahin die Waklen in Jtalien worllber sein,and ioh heffe
tn Gott dane ale #tig suaTallen warden.Allsn Msnashen aind die
Augsn in letater Zeld sulge e wd eo 1ot unvorotellbar,dase die
Ttaliener die Polgen eirer ﬁ.ﬁi.feﬂ"m duroh dls Kommumisten
niaht voraussekan wilrdee.Ich boffe auch.dass dar Miniaterprasideat
de Gasperi die BEmergis en wird,is Interesse seiner Hoilmat
und seimes Volkes alles sufsubleten,um Ale Mashsrgreifung darsh
shrisiliche wnd petrictieche Elemepte zu versachsc,

lok whre wnendlich dankbar,monn - sohon aus politidchen
Grinden - der biskerige Fommerdert def Krommashs,Oberat Pajtas,
mash der Uhergabe iz Bom Wledben dUxfbe,ux die Tradislen,dass Lsmer
ein ungarincker Trenhiiter die Erome su ohen hat,ra wahren,

Xelpe und peiner Fanille baren Dank fir dis cassdli-
¢hs Glite die wir immer ven Oeiten Buerer Hei it verspliren romm-
ten,nichts 1ch Auck bei disser Gelagenhett wi rholea.

Die szzmi uwol.i Cer Amerikmner,wie der Ubrigen Welt
ans gegeniber hat eiek Gott sel Dork ioh gesndert nnd ied
I:b: allen Grund ansunelner,dass unser Status in Karze geregelt
wird, E

Tnsere Gedarkern weilen in dieser sohwersa Telt sedr
visl bel Euerer Eelllighkelt und wimscheo fur dle Sukunft slles er=
denkliok Oute und dem vellen Jleg der ten Jache,.

In umwande]barer Anmn‘ucg:elt werbleibe irh Easrer

Fe1ligkelt
treu ergsbeaster

14. Copy brought to Mindszenty by Count Csaky, of a letter written in German by Horthy, and
addressed to Pope Pius XII.

The last link in the series of documents concerning the Holy Crown is a letter irrbati€ardinal
Montini, Under Secretary of State to the Vatican, in charge of Foreign Affairs. The letter was written on
September 9th, 1947, to the Archbishop of Esztergom and runs as follows:

el Vo, 3§ Septambrls 1347

.
e

o1 56a SANTITA

-

¥. 1é2080

Apostolicus Delegatus Posderatarum Amcrinae Clvitatum
ad wo wlalt sxemplum spietulas, guam Domirus Rerneth C. Royall
ad Detnentissimee Cardinalem Spellmmn reddldit: id ed Sssram
Fungarias Coronam 1peiat,

Belo adlanstum, id Tibi =ititers studes, Sum A8 re AZAtar,
quae Tibi serdl cst.

sacrae Parpuras Tusn humillime Aeossalatud , sumt

par o8t cbeervantis, me prefitecr

Exinert lae Tuse
sddistisnlmur o deditlissizun

e

—
e a¢ fev.mn Doming
card. Josepho Mindsgsaly
Areniepiscepo Strigenieasl

(sdlegte docmente)

15. Letter by the Vatican UndeSecretary of State, Montirip Mindszenty.
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fiMost Reverend Father, Your Eminence.

The representative of the Vatican in the United States sent me a copy of the letter which had been
given by Mr. Kenneth Rall to his Eminence, Cardinap8liman. This letter concerns the Hungarian
Holy Crown. | take the liberty to enclose it here for you, for it deals with a matter dear to your heart.

Kissing the hem of your Holy Robe with humility, | remain with the deepest respect.

Yours most loyally and faithfully.
Signedd . B. Montini.o (

According to the copy of the letter written by Kenneth C. Royall, U. S. Secretary for War, on August
11th, 1947, the Secretary takes notice of the fact that Cardinal Spellman wrote the letter at the request of
the HungariarPrimate and at the same time Mr; Royall informs Cardinal Spellman that a copy of the
letter had been forwarded foonsideration to thet&e Department. (Appendik6.)

The fateof the Holy Crownwa s i n d ¢o¢hdh eiadreVirdszenty. His ownwordstell why:

A F o rcoronhtien of Otto Wanted to securie Hungarian Holy Crown by all means. I, therefore,
did everything possible to prevent the Holy Crown being surrendered by the American authorities to the
present Hungarian Government. On August 31947, | wrote a letter to U.S. Minister Chapin in
Budapest and asked him to persuade his government to order the American Army to transfer the Holy
Crown to Rome. As explanation for my letter | state that | wanted by all means to thwart the steps taken
by the Hungarian Government for the return of the Crown. | referred to military advances bbecause
expected the outbreak of the third world war. The premise underlying all our plans was the hope that the

Hungarian Democracy would be defeated in a thirddwyar soon to occur, even at the price of the
country becomingb at t | eground. o

|
coryY

Bsblaghae DE. -
Imgwt 11, 190

Nys Buisense Frameis Cardiml Sree] Latw
Apsbistep of Sew Tark

Finrerely poare,

P— A
Secrel- sy of oy

16. Copyof the letter from Kenneth CoRall, the American Secretary of War, to Cardinal Spellman of
New York.

The Primateds confidential secretary and cl os
Mindszentyds rol e i n followsPrimatelMindszenty ihé¢ mostoutstamdimmgn t  a s
representative of monarchism, who since his appointment as Princate, has not stopped discussing
these questions, but has applied them to the concrete Hungarian political situation, to the parties and to
the international situation, too. As a high priest who bore the highest ecclesiastical dignity in Hungary he
had,and has, undoubted prestige among monarchigiriaahd individuals. They look him as
| eader . 0O

The statement made by Jusztin Baranyai agrees essewitaliyhe above characterisatidin:admit
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that the head of the Hungarian monarchist movementnsd®Primate Jozsef Mindszenty and that | was
considered next in rank among the Hungarian leaders of the movement. The monarchist idea inspired
both the Prince Primateds and my own political

Mi ndszent yds monar chiggdleiindhe dlegal movement, evere irsspirdd by i s
two main factors. First there was his attitude, basicallydamocratic and against the people. After
putting an end to the peoplebs government with
Hapsburg dynasty on the people. Second there was his unlimited personal ambition and vanity, feeding
on the notion that in a transitionrpe od of uncerFtiaisn dwereat iodn,t has Liat
exercise supreme authority which, when he wished,ddigraciously cede to the King.

With these activities of his, as leader of the Hungarian monarchist movement, Jozsef Mindszenty

committed a crime defined in Article 1., Act VIl of 1946, for he lead and organized a movement
directed at the overthrow ofé¢fHungarian Democratic Republic.

_ | Fetet alopgo Wragtemo HKogy Kool
’ a . S

g \/-“‘.(rl‘n:@.;r‘-
% y , k! Q‘_a,é,.crﬂrﬁ- A AL A0
Mt erdoe Ot crale—3e tdrotabotnle X S
hﬂn_pis?cuv_«rm Gt o Re St . ™ L mma_g_ 10%-
TaXle 25 palTotia. ©o o mh
(RS ey = o ot o LQageig agghar
bRt m a L ArCtastodtn -
foa TI-ZU-«J, , Aett o Ara_an, a oy ZOUN y Q-
TOK Qe egaA Ul oL . Maat e Aak s
! Y o o M Meand X, Hel~
. .
&GMMW o fu:u-cgsf 4 wm.

17. Part of the statement by Zakar, Mindszenty's secretary,
in which he tells of Mindszenty's monarchist activities.

See English translation gn53.
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TREASON AND ESPIONAGE

AMy connections with the Western Powers and w
the political plan of accomplishing the withdrawal of the Russian occupation forces with the help of
these powers, in the first place of the United States ofrémeafter which | wished to accomplish a
change of regime, with American help. For this reason | kept up regular connections with the Budapest
legations of the western powens the first place of the U.&.; | frequently addressed various
memoranda, ket er s, and reports on the situation in Hu
is how Mindszenty himself described the basic reasons for his treacherous activities. (Appendix 18.)

It is a fact that for four years Mindszenty poured out varrnamoranda, letters and appeals to the
leaders and representatives of the Western Powers, in which he solicited their immediate and direct
interference in Hungarian home affairs. #Aln Apr
American Missions withvhom | then contined to keep in touch. | had cautions with Schoenfeld,

Admiral Key, Captain Diettrich, and Gascoigne. | furnished data on Hungarian home politics, economic
guestions and on the troops of the third member of the Allied Control Commitsab is on the Soviet

Army, to the heads of the English and American missions. | submitted copies of the text of the
HungarianSoviet Economic Agreement concluded on August 27th, 1945 to both the English and the
American Legations.

On May 3rd, 1946, Midszenty wrote a letter M. MitchelCarse, a member of the British Mission
askingthatit he Russi ans should go home within a year
American troops should come here. o

18. Mindszenty'statemenbn his espionage.

In another letter written in 1947 he asked the head of the American military mission, Weems, to
persuade his government to get the Hungarian electiofisomesi. On ApriR0th, 1946 he appealed to
the King of England and to President Truman. On August 25th, 1947, he asked in a letter that the British
minister intervene to stop the transfer of the German minority from Hungary. He ended his letter with
the following insistent anchsolentremark:i | ask of your Excellency not
situation on the grounds that it is an internal
His continuous urging and demands finally compelled Schoenfeld who was then U. S. Minister to
Hungary to send him thelfowing letter (Appendix 19.):
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