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On December the 29th, 1948, the Press Department of the Hungarian Ministry of Home Affairs 

announced that the police authorities had arrested Jozsef Mindszenty, archbishop of Esztergom, charged 

with treason, espionage, crimes directed at the overthrow of the Republic, and foreign exchange 

speculation. They also arrested, apart from Andras Zakar, the Primateôs secretary, who had already been 

taken into custody on charges of treason and anti-democratic activity, Miklos Nagy, the secretary of 

Actio Catholica, charged with treason and smuggling people across the frontier, Bela Ispanky a priest, 

charged with treason, Janos Varadi, a Jesuit monk, charged with treason and foreign exchange 

speculation, Jozsef Vid, a Jesuit monk, charged with foreign exchange speculation and failure to report a 

crime, Miklos Beresztoczy, the Budapest director of Actio Catholica, charged with antidemocratic 

activities and failure to report a crime, Zoltan Endredy, a chaplain, charged with smuggling people 

across the frontier, Janos Fabian, the archbishopôs archivist, charged with being an accomplice to 

treason, Imre Boka, an arehiepiscopal councillor. Prince Pal Eszterhazy, a landowner, dr. Gabor 

Horvath, a lawyer, and Tivadar Wydler, a bank director, charged with foreign currency speculation, and 

Jusztin Baranyai, a University professor, charged with treason. 

The unmasking of Mindszenty and his accomplices, and their arrest, caused the greatest confusion 

among those whom he served, the western imperialists. Their press, their radio propaganda, and, 

moreover, statements by certain statesmen and bishops, tried by slander and denial, to whitewash 

Mindszenty, their accomplice. 

The Hungarian Government wishes to publish in this book a few of those many proofs it has at its 

disposal, the greater part of which are from Mindszentyôs secret buried files, which will prove tangibly 

and irrefutably to any unbiased man that Mindszenty and his company were guilty. 

 

1. Mindszenty sets out for Rome on the airplane put at his disposal by the American mission. 
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2. Mindszenty's secretary Andras Zakar, and Janos Fabian, the Archbishop's archivist, with the metal 

case in which the Primate kept his most confidential documents and which they buried a yard deep in 

the cellar of the Archbishop's palace at Esztergom. 
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MINDSZENTYôS PAST 

Mindszenty in a confession he has written in his own hand (Appendix 3.) summarizes his political 

attitude and past as follows: 

ñI am a Hungarian nobleman. My original surname was Pehm. The Pehm family was declared noble 

in 1732. On my motherôs side I am descended from the Hungarian noble family of Kovacs which was 

raised to the rank of nobility in 1663. 

In February 1917, I was sent to Zalaegerszeg as a teacher of religion. In 1919 I was appointed parson 

of that same place and I worked there in that capacity until March 29th, 1944, when I became bishop of 

Veszprem. I was appointed Prince Primate in October 1945. Recalling my public activities I declare that 

I have always considered myself a royalist. That is why I have always supported to the greatest possible 

extent those political tendencies that helped to realize that aim. After my appointment as Prince Primate 

I could serve my aims all the more efficiently. My aim is the aim of the monarchist movement in 

Hungary; a Federative Central European Monarchy, with a personal union between Hungary and 

Austria, and with other Catholic states, in the first place Bavaria, that might perhaps join it, and with 

Otto Hapsburg on the throne. I only thought this possible after the overthrow of the Hungarian Republic 

with foreign, and in the first place, American aid. It was in the interests of this that I did everything to 

support American politics in Hungary, partly by my activity against the Hungarian Republic, and partly 

by constantly urging their interference, by a regular service of facts, and by espionage. 

 
3. Mindszentyôs handwritten statement on his political attitude. 
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3. Mindszentyôs handwritten statement on his political attitude. 

 

 
3. Mindszentyôs handwritten statement on his political attitude. 
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I did not rely only on the Americans for my purpose; I organized all those forces, both in Hungary 

and abroad, whose interest it was to overthrow the Republic, and with it its institutions and 

accomplishments, such as the land reform and nationalisation. 

I expected the restoration of the Monarchy after the conclusion of a third world war by an American 

victory. For the transition period, until such time as Otto should return, I would have been the temporary 

head of state. I wanted to crown Otto myself because it would have secured for me all those privileges 

that are granted to one who is foremost in the peerage. 

I acknowledge that from the days of my youth I opposed every democratic policy of the Hungarian 

people and supported right-wing movementsò. 

HIS CONNECTION WITH THE HUNGARIAN NAZIS 

Jozsef Mindszenty (Pehm) had already drawn attention to himself before the war by his frequent 

political action of a fascist type and by his outrageous behaviour. He was known as one of those 

ñpolitical priestsò whose political activities the faithful looked upon with incomprehension and 

estrangement. It was all the more surprising when after the liberation of the country in 1945 Mindszenty, 

with his fascist past, asked for 300 holds
*
 of his land to be exempted from the land reform on the basis 

of his alleged merits in the resistance movement. Certain reactionary circles in Hungary, and even more 

so the western imperialists, have since then too, several times tried to make Mindszenty appear as a hero 

of the Hungarian resistance movement. The truth, however, is that at the end of 1944, at the time of 

Szalasiôs reign of terror a certain Nazi lawyer from the town of Veszprem called Ferenc Schiberna 

wanted, in his capacity of county prefect to requisition a part of the bishopôs palace at Veszprem, and to 

take over the 1,800 new menôs shirts and drawers which he found there. Mindszenty, as bishop of 

Veszprom, protested against this. Schiberna thereupon had him arrested and had the clothes taken away. 

That is how Mindszenty came to be a prisoner of the Nazis, and in one month he addressed four 

petitions to various members of the Nazi government asking for his liberation. 

In his letter written to Jeno Szollossy, the Nazi deputy premier, on January 12th, 1945, he 

emphasized that there were no political reasons for his arrest, that the only charge against him was of 

hoarding, of trying to save his property, and that he had a long-standing personal disagreement with 

Schiberna. Of the Nazi county prefect he writes among other things: ñhis religious behaviour does not 

befit a government headed by that head of the state (Szalasi) who takes part in retreat and leads the life 

of a devout Catholicò. 

In another letter written to the Nazi Minister of Home Affairs, Gabor Vajna, from Sopron, on 

January 16th, 1945, he boasts of the fact that ñit was the Apostolic Holy See that was the first to 

recognize the present orderò. On February 11th, 1945, Dr. Robert Medgyessy-Schwartz was 

commissioned by Mindszenty to write a petition to the government in which he gave the following 

reasons for liberating the bishop: ñIt was just yesterday that I heard that the government wants to make 

records in every village liberated from Russian occupation, and wants to have these signed by the bishop 

concerned, because people abroad, thinking of everything as propaganda, would only believe the church 

authorities on this matter. Our bishop could be of very great service in this way, but of course only if he 

is free, because it is in any case his plan immediately to visit the villages concerned, to console the 

faithful and urge them to steadfastnessò. 

This is how he offered his services to the Nazi terroristic regime which, at this time had been driven 

back to the western frontiers where it was living its last days, a regime which he considered a ñChristian 

stateò. 

And after the liberation he tried to make political capital of his personal conflicts of financial origin, 

of the enmities that had arisen through his hoarding and speculation, very much like his present dollar 

deals. And in this way he tried to exempt his land from the land reform. 

                     
*
 1 Hungarian hold ð 1.42 acres. 
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Mindszenty himself admits his conflict with the Nazis: ñMy arrest on October the 21st, 1944, was 

not for political reasons but because Ferenc Schiberna, county prefect for the county of Veszprem, had 

found 1,800 shirts and drawers nearly 100,000 pengoôs worth, hoarded in my palace, and because I had 

a disagreement with him over the requisitioning of accommodation. For this reason they interned me.ò 

A characteristic proof of his sympathy for and interest in the cause of the Hungarian Hitlerites is a 

letter written to him by the Jesuit monk, Tibor Revay, in which he gives an account of Szalasiôs 

behaviour at the time of his retreat at the Jesuitsô Manreza house. The letter dated April 16th, 1938, 

reads: 

ñMy dear honoured Sir! Szalasi was here in devout retreat. He behaved extremely well. He has also 

been here since. He was glad to make contact with one or two of the fathers. Whether he is suited to 

national leadership I do not know. I consider him reliable from the Catholic point of view. Whether he 

can influence his colleagues I do not know. He promised he would send them to me for devout retreat. It 

seems he has not yet been able to fulfill his promise. 

I am sorry I was not able to get the answer in timeò (Appendix 4). 

Mindszenty, however, has declared in his statement not only that he sympathized with National 

Socialism in Hungary in J938, but also that he gave active help to Szalasi and Co. in their political 

progress: 

ñOn April 19th, 1938, Viktor Zoltan Toth, the dean of Devavanya who was a great sympathizer of 

the Fascists, and I convoked a conference of priests in Budapest. After the deliberations of the 

conference we issued a memorandum. The memorandum was worked out by a committee of three 

members under my chairmanship. The other members were Viktor Zoltan Toth and Zoltan Nyisztor. The 

conference committed itself to follow a national, social line. We decided that we thought the Jewish 

problem ought to be solved by way of racial laws in the same way as the fascists wanted it. We 

emphasized that it was the party we supported, the Christian Party (Wolff-Party), that had so far 

introduced the only laws of racial protection and the Numerus Clausus. With this memorandum of ours, 

which by means of deansô conferences we spread to every parish in the country, we helped the advance 

of the fascists,ò says Mindszenty in his statement which together with the other statements and facts 

shows clearly that his internment in 1944 was not the result of political resistance to fascism of the 

Szalasi type, but of a quarrel with a local authority over financial matters. 
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4. Report of the Jesuit monk Tibor Revay of Szalasiôs devout retreat addressed to Mindszenty (from 

Mindszenty's secret files). 
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MONARC HIST CONSPIRACY AGAINST THE RE PUBLIC  

After the liberation, Jozsef Mindszenty was appointed to the chair of Archbishop of Esztergom that 

had become vacant with the death of Jusztinian Seredi. Right from the very beginning he openly 

interfered in political life. It can already be seen in the minutes of the Episcopal Conference held on 

October 17th, 1945, where he said in his speech of welcome: ó'The main thing in our programme must 

be to lead our flock, but I also attribute great importance to participation in public lifeò. And in answer 

to greetings from the prime minister he sent the following telegram: óI gratefully thank you for your 

warm congratulations ð the first public dignitary of the land is at his countryôs service. Prince Primateò. 

(Appendix 5.) 

 
So, in his very first official act, Mindszenty already appeared with the demand that he should be 

looked upon, not as the head of the Catholic Church, but in the spirit of the old feudal times as the ñfirst 

public dignitaryò of the land or as he later called himself its ñfirst peerò. 

Since 1945 he has used his high ecclesiastical position to fight with all the forces at his disposal 

against democracy in Hungary, against the measures of the Republic, against the land reform and against 

nationalization. With his speeches, pastoral letters and directives, he has more than once seriously 

sinned against the foreign political interests of the country. 

Apart from his open anti-democratic activities Josef Mindszenty stood at the head of the monarchist 

organization for restoring the House of Hapsburg. Mindszentyôs monarchist politics are by no means 

new in origin. He himself says, in his statement: 

ñI have been a monarchist from my early youth, and I attribute my political conviction mainly to the 

influence of Count Janos Mikes, the county bishop of Szombathely. In this question it is my conviction 

that a correct form of state for the Hungarian people is the monarchy whose legal representative was 

Charles IV and after his death Otto Hapsburg. I gave voice to this conviction of mine after the liberation 

too, and I accordingly protested at the time against the proclamation of the Republicò. 

When the question of a republican form of state was put on the agenda in Hungary the Prince 

Primate sent a letter to the government on December 31st, 1945, in which he declared: 

ñI am informed that the National Assembly wishes in the near future to put constitutional reforms on 

its agenda, including the establishment of a Republic, and with it a plan for abolishing the thousand year 
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old Hungarian monarchy. If this news corresponds to the truth, even though I have not had official 

information, then with the right of public office exercised by the primates of Hungary continuously for 

more than 900 years I do protest against these plansò. 

Of the way this letter came to be written Mindszenty states: ñAt this time I regularly had talks with 

Jusztin Baranyai, and we were mainly concerned with the changes to be expected in the constitution of 

the country. My point of view, which I later developed in writing, was that I would protest against the 

introduction of a republicò. 

But this time Mindszenty was already not content with protests sent to the government but began 

illegal organization. 

ñImmediately after the liberation,ò ð he admits ð ñI tried to direct the internal political life of the 

country in accordance with monarchist aims. Thus before the general elections held in autumn 1945 I 

decided that in the given political situation the monarchists would have to be introduced into the 

National Assembly through the Independent Smallholdersô Party. Bela Varga played a leading part in 

the Smallholdersô Party and with his help we had reliable monarchists like Margit Slachta, Pal Zeoke, 

Ferenc Kovacs and others nominated. 

ñConcrete aid to the Smallholdersô Party was given through a pastoral letter dated October 18th, 

1945, in which, after attacks on the order that had developed after the liberation, I unequivocally 

instructed Catholics to vote against the Marxist parties for the Independent Smallholdersô Party.ò His 

secretary, Dr. Andras Zakar, states the following: 

ñIn spring 1945, in the course of the general search for a political solution, the Prince Primate paid 

special attention to the person of Dezso Sulyok. This was because he knew his monarchist point of 

view.ò 

At the 1945 elections Mindszenty openly supported the Independent Smallholdersô Party because, ð 

as Zakar says, ð ñThe ógroup for the defence of the constitutionô, of the Smallholdersô Party under the 

leadership of Bela Varga and with the knowledge of the Prince Primate did propaganda work among the 

priests of the country. The object of the Primate was the organisation of the leading monarchist 

personalities within the Smallholdersô Party, and getting them into suitable positions.ò 

ñI know,ò ðcontinues Zakar, ð ñthat before these events, Marquis Pallavicini, Jr., had gone to 

France, before and after which he had had talks with Mindszenty at his palace in Buda. There is no 

doubt that at the talks before his departure the question discussed was that of establishing contact with 

Otto. This is substantiated by my information from Miklos Boer who told me that when Pallavicini 

returned he had reported to the Prince-Primate to give an account of his visit in France and had said that 

he had met Otto in Paris and had talked with him about Hungary. It is a fact that after Pallaviciniôs 

return to Hungary it was noticeable that the exponents of monarchism visited the Prince Primate one 

after the other.ò Mindszenty himself admits; ñIn 1945 in the course of the shaping of political life I had a 

talk with George Pallavicini Jr., who had previously gone to France where he had had a conversation 

with Otto. Pallaviciniôs journey was important because he had established contact with Otto Hapsburg, 

so that it was then already possible to assume certain points of view.ò 

Mindszenty established his further contact with Otto in accordance with these ñpoints of viewò. 

Until his journey to America in 1947 he seized every opportunity to secure permanent contact with Otto 

Habsburg. ñIn February 1946 I went to Rome for my consecration as Cardinal. There I met Cardinal 

Van Roey of Belgium, who, I knew, had good relations with the royal family. On this occasion Van 

Roey gave me a letter of greeting in which Otto congratulated me on my appointment as Cardinalò 

admits Mindszenty in his handwritten statement, and continues, ñI also had contact with Van Roey later 

on.ò Of the essence of this contact Zakar says: ñMindszenty asked Van Roey, for he knew that Otto 

would look him up during his stay in Belgium, that in so far as he needed a contact with Otto, Van Roey 

should be so kind as to undertake that role. The Belgian Archbishop did undertake it. In spring 1947 the 

Prince Primate sent a letter to Van Roey and in this he writes as follows. óI ask your Eminence to give 

the enclosed letter to the gentleman from whom you brought a letter to Rome.ô These lines were written 
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in Latin. I know that Otto later on acknowledged receipt of this letter at the talk he had with the Prince 

Primate in Chicago.ò 

But it was not only Pallavicini and Bishop Van Roey who acted as intermediaries between 

Mindszenty and Otto. He had Jozsef Kozi-Horvath, a papal chamberlain, flee the country illegally with 

the same task. And of him he says, ñAt the end of January 1947 he sent me a confidential report in 

which he describes in detail among other things his talks on December 12th and 14th, 1946, with His 

Highness Otto. At the talks Otto pointed to the possibilities of a restoration.ò 

THE MEETING BETWEEN MINDSZENTY AND OTTO 

It was after such preliminaries that Mindszenty travelled to America in June 1947. The pretext for 

the journey was the Mary Congress at Ottawa but its real concealed object was a personal meeting with 

Otto. Among other things Mindszenty said this of his American journey (Appendix 6): ñAt the 

beginning of the festivities we were joined by Pal Zsamboki, the former confessor to Charles IV, and an 

old friend of the royal family. Towards the end of the Congress, Zsamboki reported that Queen Zita and 

her youngest daughter asked for an audience. I did not think it would be good to meet publicly in the 

palace of the archbishop, so Zsamboki recommended a nunnery. The meeting lasted about 45 minutes. 

After the end of the festivities of Mary we travelled to the United States. At the beginning of July 

 
6. Mindszentyôs handwritten statement on his American journey and his meeting with Otto. 
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6. Mindszentyôs handwritten statement on his American journey and his meeting with Otto. 

 
6. Mindszentyôs handwritten statement on his American journey and his meeting with Otto. 
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we arrived in Chicago where we stayed at Cardinal Archbishop Stritchôs. Shortly after this Zsamboki 

prepared a meeting between Otto and me which took place in secret at a nunnery. I was accompanied on 

that journey by my secretary and Zsamboki. The two of us had about an hourôs talk. Otto inquired about 

the political situation in Hungary and about the approaching elections. I gave him an accurate account of 

the political situation. Otto gave detailed instructions that the monarchists should not form a separate 

party but should work carefully and quietly and should take as few risks as possible. They should as far 

as possible gain parliamentary seats through the suitable existing parties and they should acquire 

positions. Of his ideas for the future he said that, though he separated the question of Austria from that 

of Hungary, he nevertheless thought of a personal union in which Austria as an industrial state would 

continue to develop her industry while Hungary would perfect her agriculture. This dual form, said Otto, 

would be a bastion of defence against materialism, all the more so, as it would be built on an evangelic 

basis. In connection with foreign political questions he directed my attention to the new Budapest 

Minister of the United States, Mr. Selden Chapin, whom he knew personally. Finally he sent his 

greetings to Jusztin Baranyai and we agreed to keep the meeting a secret. Then, at my hotel, on three 

pages ð so far as I remember ð I wrote down the instructions he had given. I put the notes in an 

envelope, and for safe-keeping I sent them by means of Pal Zsamboki to Cicognani, the apostolic 

nuncio, in Washington. 

ñShortly afterwards we went to New York where we spent a few days as guests of Cardinal 

Spellman because of some trouble with the air service. There, in the course of our conversation we 

spoke among other things also of Otto Hapsburg. I told the Cardinal about our meeting and Spellman 

said that he knew Otto, had met him twice, and thought very highly of him. About Otto he knew that his 

father had been King of Hungary and that I therefore had to have something to do with him. Spellman 

then said that he thought it necessary that I should give a letter of commission to Otto which would 

entitle him abroad to represent Hungarian Catholics. I then gave a short letter of commission to say that, 

in case I was prevented from doing so, Otto would be entitled to represent the Catholics of Hungary. 

After writing the letter I gave it to Cardinal Spellman. 

On the day of my departure, at 11 a. m., I had a short talk with Tibor Eckhardt in the anteroom to the 

vestry at St. Patrickôs Cathedral. This meeting, too, was prepared by Pal Zsamboki. The conversation 

was short ð it lasted about 20 minutes ð as Spellman was waiting outside in a car. I warned Eckhardt 

to put aside quarrels and accursed disunity and to organize unity for the Hungarians. He promised this. 

Finally he mentioned preparations that were going on for war.ò (Appendix 6.) 

Zakar says of the details of the conversation with Otto: ñThe Prince-Primate told Cardinal Spellman 

of New York about the details of his talk with Otto in my presence. The Prince Primate had given a 

detailed report to Otto on how the monarchists were working here in Hungary. He emphasized that they 

were organizing and would go on organizing until they had accomplished their goal. Otto declared that 

the international political situation was tense. They would have to be ready because in America too, 

there were supporters of the monarch. He was in contact with high-ranking officials of the State 

Department, and said that the United States of America would support a Federative Central European 

Monarchy after the war. For the future, Otto gave instructions that the monarchist forces were to be 

rallied, that they were to enter existing parties and to occupy posts of importance. They should maintain 

an organisation but carefully, lest the movement be exposed to danger. The feeling of the Hungarian 

people towards the monarchy must be kept alive. Mr. Chapin, the new minister of the United States of 

America to Hungary, was then mentioned. Of him, Otto said that he had a more forceful line than his 

predecessor. He stated, moreover, that he had already met him, with the intention of arranging a meeting 

between Mr. Chapin and the Prince Primate while he was still in the United States, so that his person 

should also be known to him. Mr. Chapin and the Prince Primate while the latter was still in the United 

States. He had, at the same time, told Chapin about the Prince Primate both personally and about his role 

in Hungarian political life. He had said that Mindszenty was the leader of the monarchists, who was 

organizing their camp and upon whom they looked in Hungary as the main representative of this trend 
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of thought. Otto asked the Prince Primate to maintain contact with him by means of the new United 

States minister in Budapest and he therefore recommended that Mindszenty find a way of meeting the 

minister before returning home. The minister would be glad to receive him and would be at his disposal 

in questions which the Prince Primate wanted to discuss with him. Otto emphasized that there was great 

tension in world politics, but that war was not yet imminent because American public opinion would 

first have to be shaped. According to his information, agreement among the great powers was not 

probable, and war therefore seemed inevitable. In these difficult times there was still much suffering 

ahead for the monarchists. But they in the United States would give information of such a nature to 

political and military circles in America as to make it possible for the work of the monarchists to 

develop in Hungary because their cause would become important and urgent when as a result of the 

change in foreign political factors there would be a change in the system in Hungary. Finally Otto 

expressed his respect for the Prince Primate and his affection for him and asked him to continue his 

work for the monarchy. The Prince Primate answered that he had long been a follower of this trend and 

he would continue to do everything he could in the interests of this aim. That brought this conversation 

of about an hourôs length to an end. Summarizing the above part of my statement I declare that the 

Prince Primate on the occasion of his American journey was completely aware of the way his 

conversations were directed against the democratic order. He knew that this was in effect activity 

directed towards the overthrow of the Hungarian Republic and he therefore warned Zsamboki, who 

prepared the various meetings with a special care, to organize these in a completely secret way, because 

it would certainly do no good if anyone got to know of themò. 

Mindszenty, in fact, discussed the organization of the illegal monarchist movement in Hungary in 

detail with Otto during his visit to America. He hoped for the overthrow of the Hungarian Republic as a 

result of the approaching outbreak of a new world war and they agreed to use the Budapest Legation of 

the United States of America as intermediary in their conspiracy against the people, and came to the 

conclusion that they had found their highest American patron in the person of Cardinal Spellman of New 

York. 

MONARCHIST ORGANIZATION 

What happened when Mindszenty came home? This is what he says in his statement: 

ñI returned to Hungary in the middle of July. At home I had secret political talks and I only reported 

to the monarchist leaders I convened in secret: to Jusztin Baranyai, Miklos Gruber, Baron Kray, Count 

Jozsef Cziraky and Margit Schlachta.ò 

He then continues: ñAfter my return home, I wrote a letter to Mr. Chapin, the United States Minister, 

on September 20th, 1947, in which I recommended that óthe United States should buy up all Russian 

assets in Hungary, and one of the demands that would be a condition of the purchase would be the 

complete withdrawal of Soviet troops. In this way the United States, which is anyway interested in oil, 

would through these purchases acquire an economic and political basis in Central Europe.ô After 

dispatching this, as far as I remember, I soon got an answer saying that they had sent my letter to 

Washington. Jusztin Baranyai had exact knowledge of this correspondence but wider Catholic circles 

also had heard of it and this aroused a hope that the time for a change in the system of government was 

not far off. It was this that prompted Jusztin Baranyai to prepare his memorandum on a provisional 

government and his list of the people who were to be its members.ò (Appendix 7.) 

Baranyai in his plan, which Mindszenty accepted, talked of a ñtransitionò period which would last 

from the entry of Anglo American occupation troops to the coronation of the king. 

ñThere can be no doubt,ò ð writes Baranyai, ð ñthat public opinion will , when the time comes, 

greet the temporary taking over of the post of head of state by the Prince Primate with enthusiastic joy 

and full agreement. After this there would be no further obstacle to the Prince Primate forming a state 

council of wise politicians with suitable connections abroad and of people prominent in public life.  



16 

 
7. Mindszenty's handwritten statement on his letter addressed to Chapin, the minister of the United States of America. 

 

Parliament would legalize this council whose task would be to create the legal internal and external 

political preconditions for the restoration of the legal monarchyò. Baranyaiôs plan goes on to emphasize 

that ñat the beginning of the American occupation you would have to appoint the new government.ò 

And elsewhere he says: ñthe Cardinal would seem to be the only acceptable dignitary to appoint a new 

government, just as the Metropolitan of Athens did two years ago.ò Baranyaiôs plan also makes 

proposals for the composition of a new government. According to this, the Prime Minister would be 

either Lipot Baranyai or Karoly Rassay, the Minister of Home Affairs would be Ferenc Keresztes-

Fischer, of Commerce Karoly Peyer, of Justice Gyula Moor, of Education Kalman Molnar, of Food 

Istvan Kovacs, of Industry Agoston Valentiny, of Foreign Affairs Gabor Apor and of Finance Lip6t 

Baranyai. 

Gyula Ambrozy, Horthyôs former Chef de Cabinet also worked out a similar plan. ñThe Prince 

Primate who was much concerned with questions of this typeò, says Zakar, ñread this plan and kept it.ò 

Jusztin Baranyai says; ñI discussed with Miklos Gruber how to support by historical precedent the 

appointment of the Prince Primate as temporary head of state. Gruber undertook to work this out and, as 

I later found out, gave it to the Prince Primate when he had finished. He also showed the plan he had 

drawn up to me before giving it to the Prince Primate.ò Mindszenty, after his arrival here, contacted 

minister Chapin in accordance with Ottoôs instructions. He returned the ministerôs introductory visit to 

Esztergom in September, when he went to see him in the buildings of the United States Legation, 

accompanied by Zakar, who acted as interpreter. Zakar says: ñThe Prince Primate asked the minister 

whether any change in the international situation could be expected in the near future. Chapin, in his 

answer, explained that the situation was tense; that the key to the problem was the German peace, and if 

that was not satisfactorily solved, the outbreak of war was probable. To the question on Otto, Chapin 
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answered that it was the opinion of leading American politicians that monarchism could be restored in 

Hungary and that of course involved Ottoôs person too. He himself thought Otto a very serious and 

talented man. My opinion and impression of the whole conservation was, that Chapin was actually 

showing the way for Mindszentyôs further activities and indicating support for himò. 

 

 

8. Part of the original handwritten plan by Prof. Jusztin Baranyai. 

See English translation on p. 52. 

 

Mindszenty, encouraged by his successes, continued organizing with still greater energy. Lajos 

Shvoy, the county bishop of Szekesfehrvar, says: ñMindszenty after his American voyage admitted at an 

episcopal conference that he had had talks with Otto in America.ò Jozsef Petery, the bishop of Vac, says 

the same in his statement. 

Jusztin Baranyaiôs statement shows how the monarchist leaders carried out Mindszentyôs 

instructions on organization: ñAccording to our agreement the first of our tasks in connection with the 

ministries was that we would in each ministry find one, and if possible more, trustworthy people, and it 

was my wish that we should draw up a register of these. The work done, that is to say, the register of 

these people and any information obtained from the ministries, would be sent to Sandor Cserto. The 

letter would in each case be forwarded, marked óconfidential, for the Primates own attention.ô Later on 

the archiepiscopal vicariate and his Secretary, Sandor Cserto, received strict instructions from the Prince 

Primate always to send our letters on to the Primate. We decided, at the same meeting, also to divide the 

various counties amongst ourselves, just as we had done the ministries, and to establish contact with 

trustworthy people in the countryside through our relatives and friends in the country. It was from this 

point of view that we divided up the counties. At the same meeting we also decided to strengthen the 

Catholic Peopleôs Alliance with leading people who would be absolutely reliable from the monarchist 

point of view, in the first place with Miklos Gruber. I had already talked this question over previously 

with the Prince Primate who agreed that the Catholic Peopleôs Alliance was the only organization suited 

to having in its leadership, legitimists who might organize the lesser monarchists and keep monarchist 

ideas alive in the organization. The Prince Primate supported the Catholic Peopleôs Alliance actively 

from the first moment and he helped us with every possible meansò. 

Apart from illegal organizations Mindszenty also tried to interfere in the Hungarian internal political 
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situation more energetically than ever after his visit to America. ñI influenced the results of the 1947 

elections,ò he says in his statement, ñin a decisive way, to the benefit of the right-wing parties. At the 

episcopal conference on July 26th, 1945, I explained why it was necessary for the clergy to interfere in 

the electoral campaign. It is true that this episcopal conference publicly proclaimed through the Magyar 

Kurir  that we would not interfere with the elections, and left the choice of parties to the consciences of 

the faithful. In actual fact I laid it down at this conference that we would in practice urgently have to 

give direction through the deans that votes should be cast mainly for the candidates of the bourgeois 

parties, first of all, for those of the Christian Womenôs Camp and the Pfeiffer Party. As the Christian 

Womenôs Camp only nominated candidates in a small number of constituencies, in practice I therefore 

supported Pfeifferôs Party. In accordance with the secret resolution of the episcopal conference, we 

directed through the vicars and deans, the faithful to do this. I also supported Margit Schlachta 

financially and gave her 20,000 forint for her election expenses.ò 
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THE CASE OF THE HOLY CROWN  

Mindszentyôs attitude on the question of bringing home the Holy Crown is also part of his 

monarchistic manoeuvring. From the documents to be listed below it is clearly evident that Mindszenty 

considered the Crown, not as a religious relic, a valuable national object of art, but as a constitutional 

symbol, which, according to the old constitution embodied the State power and the Sovereignty of the 

country. He was supported in this attitude by those circles, first of all the American imperialists, the 

Austrian and Bavarian bishops and the Vatican, whose plans include the establishment of the kind of 

reactionary Catholic Monarchy under Habsburg rule also desired by Mindszenty. 

The first step taken by Mindszenty in the case of the Holy Crown, which had been taken by the 

Arrow Cross*  to the West, was a letter written to Mr. Chapin. The hand-written draft of this letter was 

found in the secret files discovered at Esztergom. The letter contains the following: 

ñYour Excellency, dear Minister, 

The United States returned, and her soldiers brought back, the holy right hand of Saint Stephen, our 

first King, which has been preserved for 909 years. His Holy Crown, our most valued constitutional and 

historical relic, is also in the hands of the Unites States Army, in Wiesbaden, Germany. 

My request to you is to obtain an order from your Government, for the transportation of the Crown 

by the Army and its transfer to the same Apostolic Power, His Holiness the Pope, whose predecessor 

presented the Holy Crown to Saint Stephen in the year 1000. 

 
9. Mindszentyôs handwritten draft of his letter to Mr. Chapin on the question of the holy crown. 

                     

*  Hungarian Nazis. 
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9. Mindszentyôs handwritten draft of his letter to Mr. Chapin on the question of the holy crown. 

 

 
10. Minister Chapinôs answer. 
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Since this cause is a very important one for our nation, and since demands for its return or military 

advances, might be fatal for the Crown, only Rome could reassure us. 

Please accept, Your Excellency, my most sincere esteem. August 31, 1947.ò (fx 9.) 

By the ñdemands for its (the Crownôs) returnò mentioned in the letter, Mindszenty means of course 

the request of the Hungarian Government addressed to the Government of the U. S. for the return of the 

Crown. The ñmilitary advancesò allude to Mindszenty s political dream, a third world war. 

Mr. Chapin, the American minister, answered Mindszentyôs letter in the following way (Appendix 

10.): 

ñMy Dear Cardinal Mindszenty: 

I have received your letter of August 31st, with regard to the disposition of the Holy Crown of Saint 

Stephen that you state is now in the hands of the United States Army in Wiesbaden. 

Permit me to assure you, my dear Cardinal, that your suggestion will be given due consideration at 

such time as the disposition of this relic is brought to the attention of this Legation. 

Sincerely yours.  

Signed: Selden Chapin  

American Minister.  

His Eminence ep. Cardinal Jozsef Mindszenty  

Arch Primate of Hungary  

Arch bishop of Esztergom  

Esztergom, Hungaryò. 

On August 26th, 1947, Jusztin Baranyai wrote a letter to Mindszenty in which he calls his attention 

to Count Zoltan Csaky as a good person to carry out Mindszentyôs intentions with the American Military 

Authorities who are guarding the Crown at Wiesbaden. Baranyaiôs letter written in his own hand runs as 

follows: 

 
11. Jusztin Baranyai's letter in which he recommends Count Zoltan Csaky to Mindszenty. 
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11. Jusztin Baranyai's letter in which he recommends Count Zoltan Csaky to Mindszenty. 

 

ñMost High and Very-Reverend Prince Primate, 

Your Eminence, 

Erno Sigmond (Strecke) presented to me his spiritual child. Count Zoltan Csaky, who is a nephew to 

General Erno Pajtas, Commander of the Crown Guard. He not only has very interesting first hand 

information on the Crown, but is also a person suited to take directions concerning the further fate of 

this our greatest treasure. In my humble opinion the following procedure would be necessary for the 

sake of the absolute security of the Crown: Your Eminence, as the only person to be considered 

competent in the present situation, should persuade the American authorities to give instructions to the 

competent American authorities in Germany to have the Crown transported from Wiesbaden to Rome 

and handed over for safe-keeping to the One it came from, His Holiness the Pope of Rome. 

Considering the extraordinary importance of the matter, I asked Erno Sigmond (Strecke) to visit 

your Eminence in Esztergom along with count Csaky. I beg you to receive them graciously. 

Kissing the Holy Purple of your Robe I remain ever your obedient servant, 

Jusztin Baranyaiò. (Appendix 11.) 
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12. Handwritten draft of a letter of recommendation from Mindszenty. It is with this letter, that he sent 

Count Casky to Cardinal Innitzer and Bishop Rohracher. 

 

Mindszenty accepted Baranyaiôs advice. In a letter written in his own hand he recommended Csaky 

to the attention of the Archbishops of Vienna and Salzburg and gave him instructions to ask their 

support in seeing that the American authorities did not hand over the Crown to the Hungarian State 

(Appendix 12.) So it is evident that Mindszenty was not satisfied with the exchange of letters between 

himself and Mr. Chapin, but sent a special courier too, on this affair, to Wiesbaden. 

Csaky gave an account of the results of his mission in a letter written on May 1st, 1948. The letter 

tells that he was in Vienna, Munich, and Salzburg to see Innitzer, Faulhaber and Rohracher respectively, 

and that on April 2nd, he paid a visit in Weilheim to Horthy, too. His visits had a good result. 

Rohracher, inspired by Mindszenty sent the following letter, written in German to Cardinal Spellman of 

New York (Appendix 13.): 

ñYour Eminence, 

His Eminence, the most reverend Primate of Hungary, Cardinal Mindszenty, has just sent to me an 

authorized courier who submitted the following request. 

The Crown of Saint Stephen of Hungary, which was received over one thousand years ago from the 

Apostolic See, is to be found in Wiesbaden, Germany, in the American zone. Ever since that time 
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13. Copy of a letter from Archbishop Rohracher of Salzburg to Cardinal Spellman of New York, which 

the archbishop of Salzburg had sent to Mindszenty. 

 

 
13. Copy of a letter from Archbishop Rohracher of Salzburg to Cardinal Spellman of New York, which 

the archbishop of Salzburg had sent to Mindszenty. 

 

all legal decisions in Hungary have been made in the name of this Crown. It embodies both the power of 

the State and the sovereignty of Hungary. So it is a holy relic and an invaluable treasure, not only in the 

eyes of Catholics, but also in those of people of other religions of Hungary. 

Now our concern is to save this Holy Crown for the Hungarian nation. There seems to be a danger 
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that it will soon be handed over to Hungary, which under the present political situation in Hungary 

would mean literally the loss of this holy object. 

Therefore the courier sent to me by His Eminence the Cardinal asks me to request the following 

from Your Eminence: 

1. To take measures against the surrender of the Holy Crown to Hungary under any circumstances, 

and for its transfer to the Holy Father in Rome. 

2. The Crown should be handed over to the Holy Father by the American authorities, either 

officially, or at least under their unofficial protection. 

3. At this transfer the Guardian of the Holy Crown the Colonel Count Erno Pajtas, (at present at 

Grabenstott, 32, Upper Bavaria), and his escort, Count Janos Csaky, should be present. 

To fulfil this request of the Hungarian Catholics, it seems necessary to get in touch directly with the 

President of the United States. A separate letter of recommendation, written by Your Eminence to 

General Clay would surely make this effort successful and engender the greatest joy among Hungarian 

believers. 

Please let me express my special esteem, 

Yours most faithfully. 

Signed: Andr. Rohracher, Archbishop 

To His Eminence the Reverend Cardinal Spellman.ò 

A letter in the same tone was written by Cardinal Faulhaber to Spellman on November 2Ist, 1947. In 

this he wrote, among others things the following: ñThis letter includes the humble request that you 

should help us to save the Crown of Saint Stephen.ò 

Cardinal Innitzer made the following statement on March 1st, 1948, for the use of the American 

State Department, ñI confirm that on November 26, 1947, in Castelgandolfo, I spoke before his Holiness 

about the plan to declare the Crown of Saint Stephen a holy relic of the Catholic Church and that this 

plan was received with sympathy.ò 

Horthy, too, did his part, addressing from Weilheim, on April 3rd, 1948, the following letter to Pope 

Pius XII:  

ñHoly Father, 

I am taking advantage of the opportunity provided by the fact that in a few hours Count Csaky will 

set out for Rome, to address a few lines to Your Holiness. 

It gives me infinite pleasure to inform you that the Americans will hand over the Holy Crown, along 

with the Coronation emblems, to the Apostolic See. A weight was lifted off my mind. This cannot be 

done all at once, and the Italian elections are coming on, too. I trust in God the latter will turn out 

favourably. Lately the eyes of the people have opened: so I think it impossible that the Italians should 

not foresee the menace represented by the communists taking over power. I hope also that Prime 

Minister De Gasperi will make all possible efforts for the sake of his country and his people in order that 

the power should get into the hands of the Christian and patriotic elements. I should be infinitely grateful 

if  Colonel Pajtas, commander of the Crown Guard were allowed to remain in Romeðeven for political 

reasons ð after the handing over of the Crown in order to preserve the tradition according to which the 

Holy Crown has always had a Hungarian Guard. On this occasion I would like to express again the 

immense gratitude felt by me and my family for Your Holinessôs infinite grace. Thank God, the mood 

both of the Americans and of other nations has completely changed towards us and we have every 

reason to believe that our Status will soon be settled. In these hard times our thoughts are often with 

Your Holiness, we wish for all the best and the full victory of the true cause. I remain, with indomitable 

loyalty, 

most faithfully Yours,  

(Appendix 14.) 
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14. Copy brought to Mindszenty by Count Csaky, of a letter written in German by Horthy, and 

addressed to Pope Pius XII. 

 

The last link in the series of documents concerning the Holy Crown is a letter in Latin from Cardinal 

Montini, Under Secretary of State to the Vatican, in charge of Foreign Affairs. The letter was written on 

September 9th, 1947, to the Archbishop of Esztergom and runs as follows: 

 
15. Letter by the Vatican Under-Secretary of State, Montini, to Mindszenty. 
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ñMost Reverend Father, Your Eminence. 

The representative of the Vatican in the United States sent me a copy of the letter which had been 

given by Mr. Kenneth Royall to his Eminence, Cardinal Spellman. This letter concerns the Hungarian 

Holy Crown. I take the liberty to enclose it here for you, for it deals with a matter dear to your heart. 

Kissing the hem of your Holy Robe with humility, I remain with the deepest respect. 

Yours most loyally and faithfully.  

Signed: J. B. Montini.ò (Appendix 15.) 

According to the copy of the letter written by Kenneth C. Royall, U. S. Secretary for War, on August 

11th, 1947, the Secretary takes notice of the fact that Cardinal Spellman wrote the letter at the request of 

the Hungarian Primate and at the same time Mr; Royall informs Cardinal Spellman that a copy of the 

letter had been forwarded for consideration to the State Department. (Appendix 16.) 

The fate of the Holy Crown was indeed ñdear to the heartò of Mindszenty. His own words tell why: 

ñFor the coronation of Otto I wanted to secure the Hungarian Holy Crown by all means. I, therefore, 

did everything possible to prevent the Holy Crown being surrendered by the American authorities to the 

present Hungarian Government. On August 31st, 1947, I wrote a letter to U.S. Minister Chapin in 

Budapest and asked him to persuade his government to order the American Army to transfer the Holy 

Crown to Rome. As explanation for my letter I state that I wanted by all means to thwart the steps taken 

by the Hungarian Government for the return of the Crown. I referred to military advances because I 

expected the outbreak of the third world war. The premise underlying all our plans was the hope that the 

Hungarian Democracy would be defeated in a third world war soon to occur, even at the price of the 

country becoming a battleground.ò 

 

16. Copy of the letter from Kenneth C. Royall, the American Secretary of War, to Cardinal Spellman of 

New York. 

The Primateôs confidential secretary and closest associate, Andras Zakar, characterized 

Mindszentyôs role in the monarchist movement as follows: Primate Mindszenty is the most outstanding 

representative of monarchism, who since his appointment as Prince Primate, has not stopped discussing 

these questions, but has applied them to the concrete Hungarian political situation, to the parties and to 

the international situation, too. As a high priest who bore the highest ecclesiastical dignity in Hungary he 

had, and has, undoubted prestige among monarchist factors and individuals. They look to him as 

leader.ò 

The statement made by Jusztin Baranyai agrees essentially with the above characterisation: ñI admit 
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that the head of the Hungarian monarchist movement is Prince Primate Jozsef Mindszenty and that I was 

considered next in rank among the Hungarian leaders of the movement. The monarchist idea inspired 

both the Prince Primateôs and my own political viewpoint.ò 

 

Mindszentyôs monarchistic activities and his leading role in the illegal movement, were inspired by 

two main factors. First there was his attitude, basically anti-democratic and against the people. After 

putting an end to the peopleôs government with foreign intervention he wanted to put the yoke of the 

Hapsburg dynasty on the people. Second there was his unlimited personal ambition and vanity, feeding 

on the notion that in a transition period of uncertain duration, as ñFirst Peer of the Landò, he would 

exercise supreme authority which, when he wished, he would graciously cede to the King. 

With these activities of his, as leader of the Hungarian monarchist movement, Jozsef Mindszenty 

committed a crime defined in Article 1., Act VII of 1946, for he lead and organized a movement 

directed at the overthrow of the Hungarian Democratic Republic. 

 
17. Part of the statement by Zakar, Mindszenty's secretary,  

in which he tells of Mindszenty's monarchist activities. 

See English translation on p. 53. 
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TREASON AND ESPIONAGE 

ñMy connections with the Western Powers and with their representatives here ware determined by 

the political plan of accomplishing the withdrawal of the Russian occupation forces with the help of 

these powers, in the first place of the United States of America; after which I wished to accomplish a 

change of regime, with American help. For this reason I kept up regular connections with the Budapest 

legations of the western powers, in the first place of the U.S.A.; I frequently addressed various 

memoranda, letters, and reports on the situation in Hungary to them and urged them to interveneò. That 

is how Mindszenty himself described the basic reasons for his treacherous activities. (Appendix 18.) 

It is a fact that for four years Mindszenty poured out various memoranda, letters and appeals to the 

leaders and representatives of the Western Powers, in which he solicited their immediate and direct 

interference in Hungarian home affairs. ñIn April 1945 I called on the heads of the English and 

American Missions with whom I then continued to keep in touch. I had connections with Schoenfeld, 

Admiral Key, Captain Diettrich, and Gascoigne. I furnished data on Hungarian home politics, economic 

questions and on the troops of the third member of the Allied Control Commission, that is on the Soviet 

Army, to the heads of the English and American missions. I submitted copies of the text of the 

Hungarian-Soviet Economic Agreement concluded on August 27th, 1945 to both the English and the 

American Legations. 

On May 3rd, 1946, Mindszenty wrote a letter to W. Mitchel-Carse, a member of the British Mission 

asking that ñthe Russians should go home within a year and that a small number of English and 

American troops should come here.ò 

 

 
18. Mindszenty's statement on his espionage. 

 

In another letter written in 1947 he asked the head of the American military mission, Weems, to 

persuade his government to get the Hungarian elections postponed. On April 20th, 1946 he appealed to 

the King of England and to President Truman. On August 25th, 1947, he asked in a letter that the British 

minister intervene to stop the transfer of the German minority from Hungary. He ended his letter with 

the following insistent and insolent remark: ñI ask of your Excellency not to be reluctant to remedy this 

situation on the grounds that it is an internal matter.ò 

His continuous urging and demands finally compelled Schoenfeld who was then U. S. Minister to 

Hungary to send him the following letter (Appendix 19.): 


