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INTRODUCTION

The Communist Labor Pgrof the USNA, from its incefmn,
has recognized the criticahportance of the Negrquestion. A e-
view of the hstory of revolutionary movements will show that a
revolutionary diregards the Negro question at his peril. We know
that the historic facts of the development of the Arglmerican
working class militated against a clear comprehension of the Negro
guestion. Today, we have no such excuses.

Unt il t he | at e-Amériead Proletariatwase An
formed prmarily from the importation of German, Irish, Italian and
Slavic workers. It is only natural that the struggle of these workers
should be couched in the framework of the struggles within their
native lands. There is no Negquestion in Germany or Poland, so
it is only natural that these immigta® many of them revolutioma
iesd would disregard the burning Negro question. And it is only
natural that the capitalist class would recogritis dnormal sit@a-
tion and take advantage of it. We Anglmerican re@olutionaries
have a terrible debt to pay to history. We must begin by clarifying
history and taking it out of the hands of the capitalist class akd ma
ing it into a weapon of the pethariat. This is the basic reason for
this document.

Life is hardly the Abowl of <c¢ch
On the contrary, life is dialectical and therefore difficult to live and
understand. We have attempted to make this document an accurate
reflection of lifed therefore it cannot be read as mofthe inaco-
rate immature and shallow movement documents. This statement is
meant to be studied.

There are certain seemingly insurmountable difficulties that
will be encountered. One of these is thentcadiction between
words, which are static and concepts, which are constanthoin m
tion. We try to resolve this contradiction by giving you a rathxer e
tensive list of definitions. The limitations of the English language
force us to give some words a sffieaneaning by definition.

As in all circumstances, the Communist Labor Patythe
USNA welcomes the comradely criticism of the readers.

This collective effort represents the fundamental position of the
Central Committee athe Communist Labor Partyf the USNA. It
is a reaffirmation of the position of the Communist International
and the position of V. I. Leniand J.V. Stalin, the greatest of all
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thinkers on the question oppressed peoples and nations

This document should also be seen as a polemic againsi-the p
sitions of al | Ailefto social cha
revisionism of the Commust Party of the U.S.A.



DEFINITIONS

The State of the United States of North America

The state of the United States of North America is the basic o
ganof violence and repression in the hands of the Adglerican
imperialist bourgeisie. This state ase from and was based on the
consolidation of the original sep&eal3 states. The USNA is a ku
ti-national state, comprised of the imjadist oppressonation, the
Anglo-American nation (which consists roughly of the northern
east midwest and western regions); itgett colonies, the Negro
Nation and Puerto Ricothe oppressed Southwest region; and the
Philippp nes, in fact a direct colony
openlyand directly to the USNA imperialists. In addition this State
exercises its dictatorship over a number ofpbes, including the
Mexican national minority, the Indian peoples, the Alaskani-Esk
mos,the Aleutian and Hawaiian peopleshHtas r eduméd t o
e nc i ema CaBtan and Enderbury Islands, Guam, Padfic |
lands under provisional U.S. administration (sixty islands), Palmyra
Island, Howland, Baker, Jarvis and Wake Islarlis,Corn Islands,
the Swan Iknds, the Virgin Islands. It has taken then®aa Canal
Zonefrom the Paamanian people. It is properly referred to as the
USNA to differentate it from the United States of Mexico or United
States of Brazil, etc.

Anglo-America

The primary basis of cture in the AngloAmerican Nationis
English. In the development of the history of the nation, successive
waves of nofEnglish, European peoples populated the USNA. On a
primary level these neBnglish peples were compelled to adopt
the Anglo culture. In this process, the melting pot concept emerged.
The various European peoples injected certain aspects of &eir n
tional culture in the process of assimilating the Anglo. Specific a
pects of the AnglAmerican culture evolved, chemically as well as
mechanically mixing the aspects of the European, African and the
Indian cultures.

The other aspect of the development of Arf§jiaericawas the
concrete specific conditions that faced thesgliEh and Europeans
upon their arrival in North America. They came from relativedy d
veloped nationsespecially the English, but they were met in North
America with a relatively low level of the productive forces and
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vast open land. In tlirestruggle of conquest against the Indiampe
ples and in the harshness and isolation of frontier life, a specific
national culture was developed on the AnrBlaropearbase; thus it
became not merely Anglguropean, but Angldmerican.

The territorial frontiers of the Anglidmerican Nationare ge-
erally the Canadian frontier to the north to the Atlantic sea coast on
the east; proceeding from the Canadian frontier south to thae-begi
nings of the area associated with the plantation belt in Delaware.
The bader then proceeds west along the northern edge of the area
associted with the plantation system. This line proceeds generally
west and south in an inverted arc into Texas and sotathhia Gulf
of Mexico. The western frontier proceeds south from the Canadian
border along the Pacific Coast to the area generally associated with
the struggles of the Mexican national minority. The border then
proceeds in a nortkasterly direction to theorth of Denver, co-
neding to the Gulf of Mexico to the east of San Antonio, Texas.
Within this national territory, there are numerous autonomous areas
that belong to the Indian people whose economic, territorial and
political rights have yet to be restak.

The exact delineation of the frontier must be set by economic
and population factors that cannot be known today.

Basically, the Americas can be divided into the general oateg
ries of Anglo and Hispanic America. These general areas represent
a base of Aglo or Hispanic cultures for the emergence of national
cultures that were conditioned by the evolution of history in each
specific country.

Although the total of the Western Hemisphere is referred to as
the Americas, the United States of North Americthéonly con-
try that defines itself as America in reference to nationality. Other
nationsrefer to themselves first by national défion such asAr-
gentinean Brazilian, Canadian, Dominican, etc., and only in the
most general sense as Atcan.

To a great degree such concepts arose because of the ove
whelming presence and determining power of USNA imperialism
The peoples of the Americas correctly see the chauvinism in refe
ring to the USNA as fAAmerica. o

The situaibn is further complicated by the obvious fact ttiest
Canadians are just as much Anglmerican as the peoples of the
USNA. The only difference in definition being that the Canadians
designate themselves as Canadians, whereas tepeof the
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USNA usethe national designation of American. Thus the term is
used in two sens@shemispheric and national.

American Exceptionalism

American exceptionalism is the
that United State of North American capitalism is an exception to
Marxist economic and social laws.

Thi s At heor yantothammunidst mavamery &
Jay Loveston@s General Secretary of the CPAISyy Earl Brovd-
eras General Secretary of the CPUSA agdNilliam Z. Fosteras
Chairman of the CPUSA. The mat el
the fact that the economic cyclical crisis was not as severe; wid
spread or lengthy in the USNA as in Europe. The obvious reason for
this was the fact that each crisis was marked by a further expansion
of the Western frontier and by the homesteading of public lands.
The wunempl oyed proletariat tand
Westd to start over, therebty rel
ing a market and mitigating the effects of crisis. The theory of
American exceptionalism was disproved by the great depression of
1929 when there was very little public land left anel fll and -
vere effects of the crisis were felt from 1929 to the beginning of the
Second World War.

Imperialism

Lenndef i ned i mper i geéntrasiomofgpredtr A 1)
tion and capital has developed to sachigh stage that it has ctea
ed monopolies which play a decisive role in economic life; 2) the
merging of bank capital with industrial capital, and the creation, on
the basis of this nrifidioligadng 3)the c a|
export of capitalas distinguished from thexgort of commodities
acquires exceptional importance; 4) thenfation of international
monopolist combines which share the world among themselves; and
5) the territorial division of the whole world among the biggest
captalist ppwers is completed. Imperialisis capitalism in that
stage of development, in which the dominance of monopolies and
finance capital has established itself, in which the export of capital
has acquired pronounceshportance, in which théivision of the
world among the international trusts has begun, in which the div
sion of all territories of the globe among the biggest capitalist po
ers has been compéetd (1) By the end of World War Il the USNA
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imperialists had emerged as the most pfulend aggressive of all
imperialists. The financial c#plists of the USNA, relying on the
fears of the European and Asian imperialists that the international
communist revolution was at hand, gathered all imperialism under
their protection.

On the otler hand, and much more importantly, the USKA i
perialists emerged from the war with a financial stranglehold on all
the imperialists and were able to force a regrouping of all these i
perialists under the domination of USNA imperialisie last act
of serious inteimperialist struggle was the Angkrench invasion
of the Suez in 1956. Since then, the camp of world imperialism has
been regrouped, fully dominated and headed by USNA imperialism.
In a word, a large powerful eon of financial capital is no longer
characterized by national imésts. Imperialisntoday is characte
ized by internationalization, not only in the sense of international
exploitation, but also by international ownership.

Primitive Accumulation

iThe accumul at-supposesostirplualagy sut a | pr
plus value presupposes capitalist production; capitalist production
presupposes the pexistence of considerable masses of capital and
of labor power in the hands of producers of comnieslitThe
whole movement, therefore, seems to turn in a vicious circle, out of
which we can only get by supposing a primitive accumulgtien
ceding capitalist accumulation; an accumulation not the result of the
capitalist mog¢ o f producti on, but its st
so- called primitive accumulation, therefore, is nothing else than the
historical process of divorcing the producer from the meansoaf pr
duction. It appears as primitivegdause it forms the pieistoric
stage of capital and of the mode of production corresponding with
it.o And finally, Aiin the listory
lutions are epocimaking that act as levers for the capitalist class in
course of formation; but, above all, thosements when great
masses of men are suddenly and forcibly torn from their means of
subsistence, and tthawrhleeddd esr ofl reeaear a
labormarket. The expropriation of the agricultural producer, of the
peasant, from the soil, ikdbass of t he w®ol e proce

Along with the robbery of thepeasant, was the brutal slave
trade and the wholesale murder of the Indians which all contributed
to primitive accumulation
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Revisionism

Revisionism is a doctrine hdstto Marxism within Marxism.
Lenin says that what happened to Mémxppened to all revolutio
ary thinkers, that is, AAfter th
them into harmless icons, to canize them, so tsay, and to su
round their names with ateai n hal o for the 6
oppressed classes and with the object of duping the latter, while at
the same time emasculating the essence of the revolutionahy teac
ing, blunting its revolutionary edge @rvulgarizing it. At the pe-
sent lime, the bourgeoisie and the opportunists within the working
class movement concur in this 06c¢
obliterate and distort the relationary side of his teaching, its @v
lutionary soul. They pusko the foreground and eotwhat is or
seems acceptabte the bougeoi si e. 06 Furt her , fi
visiond of Mar xi sm, is todaiy, on
festationsof bourgeois infllence on the proletariat and bouge
corruptond t he @pTodagin the USNA the revisionists
are best exeptified by the CPU& who, as agents of the bourgeo
sie, inject their revisionism into the working class and channel the
revolutionary aspirations of the workers into reformjatograms
leading them always to defeat and into the hands of the bourgeoisie.
Revisionism does not arise from the working clasg, rather is
injected into the lass by the bourgeois intellectuals, trade union
officials and their copartners, the CPUSA.

Neo-colonialism

Neo-colonialism is the indirect control of a country through
control of its economic structure and a puppet political apparatus.
Semicolonial countries are countries in political upheaval in which
the democratic forces have seized politigower. At this point,
neither the relations of production nor the owners of the means of
production have been altered. The attitude of the-sefanial go-
ernment toward these questions will determine if the countsy pr
gresses toward freedom from allp@al and toward socialism, or
lapses back into a newlonial statud a status of domination by
imperialism in another form.

White Supremacy
White supremacy was a theoretical justification for acts of
primitive accumulationand coloization of the colored peoples.
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White supremacy grew with Anglamerican expansionism. So
long as there was no real economic use for white supremahg
U.S.N.A., or rather in the English colonigsdid not develop. It
was only with the need to clear the western parts of the origikal co
onies that the concept of white supremacy arose. With the gevelo
ment of chattel slavery in the South new rationale other than
bringing the Africans here to make Christians of them was needed;
then the concept of whiteugremacy slowly emerged. In practice,

white supremacy i s mainly based
whiter you are, the better you
Semicolony

In attemptingto define semtolony we must quote Lenifrom
Imperialism the Highest Stage of Capitalisfi: T h e -cslomiati
state provides an example of the transitional forms which are to be
found in all pheres of nature and society’he semicolonial coun-
tries provide a typical exampl e
the struggle for these sexiépendent countries should have become
paticularly bitter in the epoch of finance capital, when gt of the
world has already been dividedSince we are speaking of colonial
policy in the epoch of capitalist imperialism it must be observed that
finance capital and its corresponding foreign policy, which reduces
itself to the struggle of the GreabWers for the economic and palit
cal division of the world give rise to a number of transitional forms of
state dependence. Typical of this epoch is not only the two main
groups of countries; those owning colonies and colonies, but also the
diverse forms bdependent countries which, officially, are politically
independent, but in fact are enmeshed in the net of financial pnd di
lomaic dependende the semic o | d4) We can see that today, for
instance, the states of Sbetn Yemen, Tanzania, Zambia an@ th
Allende period of @ile are examples of seroblonies The econ-
mies of these countries are dependent on foreign finance capital. The
administrative aspect of the state (i.e.,degure, parliament, ejds
temporarily in the hands of the petty bowigedemocratic forces. In
most cases the military and other state institutions are still in the
hands of the retionaries and imperialists. However, the status of
semicolony is a temporary, transitional staddwe petty bourgeois
democratic forces wanb pause and erect a bourgeois national state
under their Bgemony. However, under tlegochof imperialism, this
is not possible. Either the revolutionastatemust continue on toos
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cialism, led by the proletariat, or d@ne a neecolony controlled by
theimperialists.

Anglo-European
This term refers to those peoples who are of English oniétro
an descent. Some of these peoples immigrated and others were
forced to immigrate. Some came to theuth as slave or inde-
tured sevants and most of those who came to the Aufgleerican
Nationwere unskilled laborers.

National Chauvinism
It is the ideology that states that one nation is superior to others
and thushelps to maintain thdomination of one nation over @th-
er. Chauvinism is a concept ttdes away with class outlooksdan
substitutes the national imperialist outlook.

White Chauvinism

Because of the specific role of white supremarxcyhe history
of the USNA, amongst the various forms of national chauvinism
the most brutal and aggressive form is whhauvinismit provides
the ecuse for the brutal exploitation of thelaeed nationsand
peoples of the world; it is a form that the social bribery takes to the
Anglo-American people that prevents the unity of the working
class; it is the principal ideology of aggressive USNA fascism.

W. Z. Foster

Onetime leader of the CPUSAAs an author and theoretician
he was a leading international syndicalist andsienist. One of his
best known t heoretical rcann c e p
Exceptionalismm i n the realm of the nati
a culturat nationalist line in regard to the Negiation with his
theory of a fNAnati on sy hetabsolvedthe na't
CPUSA from defining territorial boundaries and thus played into
the hands of the imperialists by allowing thentimuation of the
ensl avement of the nation; for
nation?o

Dred ScottCase
Dred Scottwas a Negrdield a slave in Missouri. In 1834 he
was taken to Fort Snelling, Minnesota, in free territory andehe r
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mained there, on free soil, for four years. I388Scott wasa-
turned to Misouri and heldagain as a slave. He sued for hiefre
dom and it went to the U.S. Supreme Court. Chief Justice Roger B.
Taneydeclared that Scott was not a citizen, but a slave. He ruled
that Negroes were inferior to Angldmericans, that they could be
justly reduced to slavery for

t

h e

rights which a white man was boun

not, and could not become part of the Arglmerican people, even
when accorded the right tote.

Thirteenth Amendmentd December 18, 1865
1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as & pu
ishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted,
shall exist within the United States, or any pladgjestt to its jurs-
diction.
2. Congressshall have power to enforce this article by appr
priate legislation.

Fourteenth Amendmen® July 28, 1868

All persons born or naturalized in the United Stated,sarbject
to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of
the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any
law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of
the United States; nor shall any Staterdepany person of life,
liberty, or property without due process of law, nor deny to any pe
son within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.

Fifteenth Amendmen® March 30, 1870
1. The right of the citizens of therlited States to vote shall not
be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State-on a
count of racecolor or previous condition of servitude.
2. The Congresshall have power to enforce the provisions of
this article by appropriate legislation.

Negro
The word Negras used in different contexts and means diffe
ent concepts depending on history and place. Shortly after ghe di
covery of the Americas, the Portuguese and Spanishingralown
the coast of Africa, became involved in the already developed slave
trade in Africa. At that time theworddgd r o meant onl y
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literal translation from the Spanish. Centuries later, as slavery b
came amajor industry in the United Stateof North America, the
word Negro began to have a diffetemeaning. The slaves in the
USNA had been drawn from a variety of peoples in Africa. Injected
into and among the African slaves were a number of Indian peoples
and of course, tens of thousands stves of partial African and
partial AngloEuropeand e scent . The sl aversbd
with any distinction between the descendant of the Congo and the
light-skinnedillegitimate son of the drer man. Based on theesp

cific conditionsof slavery in the USNA, there arose the Negro-pe
pled a historicly evolved people, socially dnculturally devé

oped from tle framework of slavery.

By the end of the 19th century, the word Neggain began to
change its meaning. Wing to the specifics of the rise of USNA
imperialism and the hstory of the Black Beltof the South there
arosea nation, oppressed by USNA impéisan, whose social root
and base waghe aforementioned Negro qggde. The term Negro
developed to include a national meaning. The confusion around the
termarises because natioase not extensions of tribes and are not
based on color, etc., but on history. Now, when refagrio the a-
tion, we use the term Negro and mean national and not color. In the
same manner, when one speaks of the French we do not different
ate between the members of the French nation who are Basque,
Lombardi or Goth, or the basic root of the nafiahe Frankish
peoples. We can only ask the reader to be a dialectician and diffe
entiate when we write Negro as a historically evolved people who
were slaves, or, on the other hand, when we say Negro meaning
national, referring to all the people residing ire thistorically
evolved community of territory that we call the Negro Natibm
the sense of national , Negroes
Awhit eityy mi nor

Negro Nation

The NegroNationis that historically evolved stable community
of Negro people, along with the historically developed Anglo
American minority, who live in the Black Belind the economically
dependent &a of the Southern USNA. This nation, which evolved
from the specifics of slavery, is a historically evolved stabla-co
munity of people formed on the basis of anomon language, tarr
tory, economic life and psychological malgp manifested in a
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common cullire.

The nation is referred to as the Nedyation because the base
of that nation is the Negro people who evolved as a people prior to
the evolution of the Negro Nation.
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Black Belt and Border Territ ories

Source: James S. Allen, The Ne@aestion in the United States,
(New York: InternationaPublishers, 1936)
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CHAPTER ONE

LATIFUNDIST (CAPITALIST) AND PATRIARCHAL
(PRECAPITALIST) SLAVERY AND THE
EVOLUTION OF THE NEGRO NATION

Everything, including the growth of the Neghation, is rooted
in the past. Therefore, it is necessary to get a clear perspective and
understanding of the past in order to understand the present.

The Negroquestiom as a specific of social ation and class
strugglein the United States of North America, is rooted in the type
of slave system which developed in the Black BElterefore, it is
essential that we undand why slavy in the Black B# was what
it was, in order to understand why the Negro Na#ind the Negro
liberation struggle exist in their present forms.

A comprehensive study of slavery in the Western Hemisphere
would fill volumes. Such a study would be beyand intent. R-
ther, this section will be limited to an examination of what slavery
in the Black Beltwas.

The revisi oniwstnsy ecappalisoénbndes afl e f t
the Negro people have been forced to cling to the aagtion that
slavery in the USNA was feudalism, or patriarchal slavand no
significant section of the Marxist movement has taken the position
of Marxin the examination of the economic relations of thatitun
tion. Marx wrote:

In the second type of coloni@gplantation® where
commercial speculations figure from the start and predu
tion is intended for the world market, the capitalist mode of
production exists, although only in a formal sense, since the
slavery of Negroes precludes free wage labour, which is the
basis of capitalist production. But the business in which
slaves are used ismducted bycapitalists(1)

Further, Marxs ays, fiwhere the capital]
Americanplantations, this entire surphyslue is regarded as (fo
it... (@)

Feudalism and patriarchal slayere not value producing sy
tems. The patriarchal slave system is devoted to the production of
the immediate means of subsisien

A part of the problem of therebout i onari es seei-r
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modem world, it [slavery] results ithe capitalist mode of produ

t i q3)is that it is taken out of its historical and geographid-env
ronment. Why slavery in the newowd? Because ivas impossible

to get labor. Why should a free man toil in the hot sun for 12 to 18
hours a day for another? Who would labor in the fetid snake
infested swamps of Alabama if it were possible to seguneeodrs
free land just to the west? Slavery was nsagdecause of the free
land andshortage of labor. However, chattel slavery did not prevent
the slave from engaging in capitalist production with all the social
and historical consequences.

What were the conditions of slavery in the Black Beta of
the Southern USNA? In general, slavery in the USNA was justified
by the rationale of white supremac8trict segregation, not only
between white and black, but between field hands and house ser
ants was maintainedBlack Belt slavemasters had a scientific
knowledge (based onatistics published by organized slave row
ersd6 societies and insurance cO0mg
would last under given coitibns. Masters used slave labor in a
manner calculated tmaximize profits. This practice made Black
Belt slavery an indescribable hor.

This description of slavery based on capitalism in the Black
Belt would not be complete without some iication of the life of
overwork of the slave on thettonplantation in the USNA. One of
the best accounts comes from the celebrated work of Soloman
Northrup

During all these hoeings the overseer or driver follows
the slaves with a whip, such as has been descritieal.
fastest hoer takes the lead row. He is usually about a rod in
advance of his companions. If one of them passes him, he
is whipped.If one falls behind or is a moment idle, he is
whipped. In fact, the lash is flying from morning iinight
the whole dy long..

...The hands are required to be in the cofietds as
soon as it is light in the morning, and, with the exception of
ten or fifteen minutes, which is given them at noon tolswa
low their allovance of cold bacon, they are not pited to
be a moment idle until it is too dark to see and when the
moon is full they often times labdill the middle of the
night(4)
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Karl Marx also described the conditions of slavery in the
USNA Black Belt

The slae-owner buys his laborer as he buys his horse.
If he loses his slave, he loses capital that can onlyebe r
stored by new outlay in the slawsart. But the rice
grounds of Georgia or the swamps of the Msppi may
be fatally injurious to théuman constitution; but the waste
of human life which the cultivation of thesestdicts necs-
sitates, is not so great that it cannot be repaired from the
teaming preserves of Virginia and Kentucky.nSidea-
tions of economy, moreover, which, under a redtaysten,
afford some security for hueme treatment by ihifying
the masterds interest with t
once trading in slaves is practiced, become reasons for
racking to the uttermost the toil of the slave; for, when his
place can aonce be supplied from foreign preserves, the
duration of his life becomes a matter of less moment than
its productiveness while it lasts. It is accordingly a maxim
of slave managnent, in slavemporting countries, that the
most effective economy is thathich takes out of theth
man chattel in the shortest space of time the utmost amount
of exertion it is capable of putting forth.is in tropical clr
ture, where annual profits often equal the whole capital of
plantations, that Negide is most recklessly sacrificed. (5)

In this period, Woodson and Wesley report that in the cotton
belt a slave owner would have to purchase five slaves per year for
every thirty he owned in order to maintain the original number. So
severe werehie working conditions that the slave men for the
most part could not bear children.

The expression isold down the
among the slaves in the areas bordering the Blacki@®@#ie North.
These areas, especjaVirginia and Kentucky, were slave breeding
areas. Farm production was primarily for the local market soicond
tions in the field were tolerable. Whenever a slave trader from the
Black Belt appeared on these farms, there was terror in the slave
quarters, dr all the slaves knew they could expect a short, hard life
Adown the river . 0 | otandyafatslaveinh e
the border areas was 55 years. In the Black Belt, the average was
only seven years of labor.
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Source: Langston Hugh&s Milton Meltzer, A Pictorial History of the
Negroin America, (New York: Crown Publishers, Inc., 1956.)

Slaves who began to work in the Black Badtds at the prime

age of 17 could be expected to lioely seven years after thatf+i

teen percent of the slave children died from overwork and ma

treatment before they were nine years old.
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Marx further explains slavery under éegism:

But as soon as people, whose production still moves
within the lower forms of slave labour, corviedour, etc.,
are drawn into the whirlpool of an international market
dominated by the céalist mode of production, the sale of
their products for export becoming their principal interest,
the civilized horros of overwork are grafted on the barba
ic horrors of slavery, serfdom, etc. Hence the negro labour
in the Southern states of the American Union preserved
something of a patriarchal character, so long as production
was chiefly directed to immediate localrsumption. But
in proportion,as the export of cottobecame of vital inte
est to these states, the over working of the negro and-som
times the using up of his life in seven years labour became
a factor in a calculated and calculating siys{é)



Source: Langston Hughé&sMilton Meltzer, A Pictorial History of the
Negroin America (New York: Crown Publishers, Inc., 1956)

Here, at one blow, Marglearlysets forth the character cdyg-
talist slavery in North America in disttion to the slavery in some
other areas in the Americas. Marx says:

It is, however, clear that in any given economic- fo
mation of society, where not the exchange value but the use
value of the product predomieat, the surplutabour will be
limited by a given set of wants which may be tgear less,
and that here no boundless thirst for surtdb®ur arises
from the nature of the production itself. Hence in antiquity,
overwork becomes horrible only when tbject is to do-
tain exchang&alue in its specific indepelent moneyform;
in the production of gold and silver. Compulsory working to
death is here the recognized form of ewerk. (7)

This was the situation in the mines of Peru, Bolivia, etc. WhilgEn
lish ships transported the commaodities of cqotsugar etcd which
reflected the commaoditgapitalist production and weadthSpanish
ships transported little but gold, silver and precious stones. This is a
reflection of Iberiarfeudalism whoseommercialinterest wadim-
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ited to the money form of camodities.
In The Poverty of Philosopharx shows the decisive role of
slavery in the USNA in the development opitalism:

Direct slavery is just as much the pivaf bourgeois
industry as machinery, credits, etc. Without slavery you
have no cottonwithout cotton you have no modern irsdu
try. It is slavery that has given the colonies their values; it
is the colonies that have created world trade itisdvorld
trade that is the preondition of largescale industry. Thus
slavery is an economic category of the greatest importance.

Without slavery, North America, the most progressive
of countries would be transformed into a patriarchaheou
try. Wipe ait North America from the map of the world,
and you will have anarcidythe complete decay of modern
commerce and civilization. Abolish slavery and you will
have wipedAmerica off the map of natio(8)

Further, inCapital, Marx continues,

Whilst the cottonindustry introduced child slavery in
England, it gave in the United States a stimulus to the-tran
formation of the earlier, more or less patriarchal slaviery
to a sytem of conmercial exploitation. In fact, the veiled
slavery of the wage workers in Europe needed, for iis pe
estal, slavery pure and simple in the new world.(9)

|t i s clear t hxaptl otihtiast | foonadmnoefr ctit
tem in the USNA developed parallel withetrise of industrial cap
talism. At the same time, slavery in the USNA was the wellspring
of value so necessary for the development of capitalism. This
marked slavery in the Black Bels latifundistcapitalist slaver§ in
contrast to paiarchal precapitalist slavery of antiquity.
Capitalism is the commodity producing society where human labor
itself appears on the market as a commodity. Simply bedhisse
labor must be sold all at once does not change the character of the
exploitationof that labor. Manpoints out:
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Women and children at work in a cottonfield.
Source: Langston Hughé&sMilton Meltzer, A Pictorial History of the
Negroin America (New York: Crow Publishers, Inc., 1956)

The process of production, cédered on the one hand
as theunity of the labowprocess and the press of crea
ing value,is the production of commaibs; considered on
the otherhand as the unity of the lalprocess and the
process ofroducing surplusalue, it is the capitalist pr
cess of production, or caplist production of commaed
ties(10)

From this point of view, the onlygssible conclusion is that
latifundist slavery in the USNA was p#ialism, a commodity -
ducing society, where the labor did not appear on the market as free
labor. Social systems do not appear in a vacuum ardftite none
haveappeared in a pure form. |t
search for laboratory purity in social systems tha peevented
them (and through them prevented the revolutionaries) from seeing
the slavery in the Black Belis slavery based on capitalism and,
therefore, exposing the secret of the genesis of the Ndagional
Question.
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A man pulls a plow as a woman guides it.
Source: Langston Hugh&Milton Meltzer, A Pictorial History of the
Negroin America (New York: Crown Publishers, Inc., 1956)

In fact, the hiring out bslaves was common practice in the
South

Almost every railroad in the anteellum Southwas
built at least in part by bosthen. In Georgia, they oe
structed more than a thousand miles of roadbed3%8,1a
Louisiana newspaper conded: Negrolabor is fast taking
the place of white labor in the construction of southeln rai
roads.
Until the 18406 dronContpanyih a me d
Richmond used free labomaog exclusively. But in 1842,
Joseph R. Andersothen commercial agent of theropa-
ny, proposed to employ slaves as a means of cutibay |
costs. The board of directors approved of his plan, and
within two years Andenwas sas f i ed wi ti-h ft he

Tr

cability of the scheme. o0 I n 18

slaves caused the remaining free laborers to go out on
strike, until they were threatened with prosecution for
forming an illegal combination. After this protest failed,
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Andersonvowed that he would show his workers that they

could not dictate his labor policies: he refused termploy

any of the strikers. Thereafter, as Anderson noted, Tredegar
used Oal most exclusively sl ave
men. This enabled me, of ceer tocompete with other
manufactee r s . 6 ( 1 1)

The objective conditions of thgroduction of cottorand toba-
co, the constant clearing of thend, the harsh conditions of life
the workers, the frontiers and free land,ddimanded wiree lator
to feed the whirlpool of infmational commercial intercourse. &h
form was slavery; the content was capitalism.

When chattel slavery was brought to an end by the Civil War
there was no possibility of the slavpopulation merging iot the
manstream of AngleAmerican life. The conditions of a labor
shortagean international demand for cottanstarving, defenseless
ex-slave population allowed fdr no, forced® the continuation of
segregation, ruleybterror and a return to the field driven alsh as
brutdly as before, but this time as sharecroppers and hired hands
insteadof slaves. These inteational and local conditions laid the
foundation for the emergence of the modern Négation.
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CHAPTER TWO

THE CIVIL WAR IN THE UNITED STATES OF NORTH
AMERICA

Its Aims, Causes and Results

Due to the confusion that still persists regarding the causes and
effects of the Civil War in the USNA, the editors are putting forth
Marxist conclusions regarding the war. Serious students of the war
should study the articles and letters of Mand Engel®n the war.
The richest source i§he Civil War in the United Stateby Karl
Marx and Federick Engels.

Above and beyond all other considerations, Glindl War was,
as Marxwr ot e, fia war «ténsimand pepezs t f or
t i on o f(1) K ik ia this seyse af the word that Marx and E
gels pointed out that the Civil War was a war between two social
systems. They point out how the Union was of service to the slave
oligarchy only so long as it served the slave system. As theaeontr
dictions between capitalist production with slave labrat eapitalist
production with free labor intensified, and the balance of political
power tilted against the slave system, it became clear that
20,000,000 free men would no longer submit to the dictatorship of
the 300,000 slave masters who controlled thentry.

...In 1860, there were in the Soud85,000 owners of
slaves distributed among 1,516,000 free families. Nearly
threefourths of all free Southerners had no connection with
slavery through either family ties or direct owstap. The
6typical 6 Southerner was not onl
nonslaveholder.

...Slightly less than half of the slaves belong to appro
imately twentyfive thousand masters operatingrktions

of [large] dimension$2)

It was at this point thathe slave oligarchy first attacked the
Southand subdued it and then attacked the North.

The Aims of the Contending Forces
The slave oligarchy understood that if secession was attained by
the core of deep Southern slave statbg economic and sociai-i
terestsof the entire Mississippi basend even of California would
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compel them to join the slavery Union. Mapoints out their aim
was toreorganize the Union on the basis of slavery, not to dissolve
it. Theinevitable result of such a reorgaation would be the int-
dudion of slavery for the AngleAmerican workers of the North
and West. On the side of the Union, all the moral and politicat for
es thatwere geneated by the long hardreggle of the yeoman
farmers momentarily joined forces with the financial and industrial
boumgeoisieagainst the restrictive dictatorship of the slaveocracy.

The farmers who could not compete against slave labor readily
joined the struggle. The workers, avlas a result of competition
from slaveproduction were being forced down to feeel of sla-
ery thremselves, also joined the fight. The industrial and financial
bourgeoisie, drunk with their new political and financial power,
rushed ito the battle. In hétory, the underlying economic causes
are alwayscoveredup by surface, ideological proclamatioihe
Battle Hymnof the Republicwi t h it s fevered fAAS
men holy, lehimdi e t o make mtheclarffomoaleof 6 b «
the Union brces.

John Brown in his long struggle to force the Southsecede
from the Union, knew that the gigantic economic forces of the
North would be the trump card to force the South back into tie U
ion without slaveryWhat started as aaetionary war of conquest
was, br a historical moment, turned into a true revoludidhe
slaveocracy fighting to hold back the wheels of progress, the forces
of the Union objectigy fighting to free tke means of production
from the gtters that slave landlordism had placed upon them.

As Karl Marxwrote:

Direct slavery is just as much the pivot of bourgeois
industry as machinery, credits, etc. Without slavery you
have no cottonwithout cotton you havao modern inds-
try. It is slavery that has given the colonies their value; it is
the colonieghat have created world trade, and it is world
trade that is thpre-condition of largescale industry. Thus
slavery is an economic catmy of the greatestni-
portance(3)

So we see that at a point in its growth, slavery, which made the
colonies of value, became the fetter on the further developriient o
the productive forces. Thus, it was overthrown. It was not the m
rality of the antislave movement that was fundamtal, but it was
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the conflict between these two forms ofitalist production that
made the Airr explode mte wHatlaethatctimenvias i ¢t O
the bloodiest and costliest conflict in history.

The Political Motion that Precipitated the War

Historically, it is clear that the election of Lincolmas the gj-
nal for the secession of the Confestte states. However, that begs
the question: what allowed for the election of Lincoln?

Lincoln was elected écause of the political growth of the
Northwest. The growth of the Northwest caused a split in thre-De
ocratic Party and the result was thecttm of Lincoln. How did
this take place?

First of all, the economics of slavery, which were based on cotton
which rapidly depleted the soil, demanded thestant expansion of
slavery into fresh and fertile soils. This meant the westward motion
of the slave system. Since the Executive andclaldoranches of

the government were firmly in the handstbé slavers, the only
struggle that could take place was in the Letjis# Branch. The
slave oligarchy slowly eroded the power of the House of Represen
atives and made the Senate the more powerful body because the
North became, by far, the more populoBst that also meant that

as new territories became otates
litical pocket. This was easily accomplished in Texas and New
Mexico. In Missouri (1820), the famous compromise was worked
out wherein Missouri entered the Unias a slave state, but slavery
was excluded west of the Missouri River and north of 36 degrees 30
minutes latitude. Then, in 1854, haptessed to expand slavery, the
Southern dominated legislature and the Senate passed the -Kansas
Nebraska Bl which repealed the Msouri Compromisand left it

up to the citizens of the territories to decide whether or not they
wanted the slave system When it became apparent that the free soil
immigrants and yeoman farmers were d¢adpaf fighting for their

rights against slavery, the oligarchy had to try again. John Brown
and his men were the best example of the cdfiabilof the free

men to resist slavery. A huge relief organization was formed to arm
and protet the freemen from the murder and intilation of the
border ruffians, who were the vanguard of the slavers. Kansas was
saved for free labor. Out of this struggle and this relief organization
grew the Republican Party
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The slavers then turned to the base of their political stréngth
the Supreme Court. In 1857, the Supreme Court presented the Dred
Scottdecision. This infamous decision stated that the government
had the duty to protéslave property in any territory. So, against
the expressed will of the majority, all tearies became slave terr
tories. As Manwrote:

If the Missouri Compromisef 1820 had extended the
geographical bowdaryline of slavery in the Territories, if
the Kansas\ebraska Bill of 1854 had wiped out evers-g
ographical boundarine and set up a political barriemn-i
stead, the will of the majority of the settlers, then the S
preme Court of the UniteStates, by its decision of 1857,
tore down even this political barrier and transformed all the
Territories of the republic, present and future, from places
for the cultivation of free states into plades the cultia-
tion of slavery4)

The Supreme Cotuiand the Executive Office under Buchanan
sought to win in Washingtowhat they had lost in battle with John
Brown. Steven Douglasleader of the Northern Democratspke
with the Southbecause the Dred Scafecision caotradicted the
principle of sovereignty as defined in the KanBebraska Bill of
1854. The Democratic Party wasiflamentally split.

The Reublicans at the second convention (1860) declared their
platform was: not a foot of new territory is to be conceded to the
slave empire. Thérrepressibleconflict was breaking out. At the
Montgomery secessionist Congré$860)a short time later, San
tor Toombs the leading spokesman for the Souths ai d, il n f
years more, without a great increase in slave teyriteither the
slaves must be permitted to flee from thete# or the whes must
flee fromb)the slaves. 0

Thus the issue was joined. During the election of 1860, the
Democrats got 2,223,110 votes, the Republicans got 1,866,452. But
the Democratic vote was split. Douglasceived 1,37537 and
Breckinridge 847,953. Lincolnwas elected, the Union wasit of
the hands of the oligarchy; and the slave power, whéeladpolit-
ical activity, prepared a military Bonapartist coup atihckedthe
Union. Bleeding Kansagook her evenge. It was Kasas that
birthed the Republican Parand split the Democrats, thussuring
the election of Lincoln and the resultant Civil War.
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So we see that the Civil War was rast exceptional event in
history, but a moment in history that completely conforms to the
Marxistlaws of social development.

Al the end of this costly and bloody affair, and duringeits
logue the period of Reconstruoti, there emerged in the North a
financial oligarchy whose blood lust and financial power put to
shamethe wildest dreams of thdasers. Dr. DuBoisnoted with
sadness h at fi tcbn&olle8 thel Nation and Wall Streetreo
troledthe St h. 6 The end result of
acawmulation of financial capal and industrial means of prodiact
was the enmgence of United States of North America imaksm,
the scourge of finance capitdss first creation and first victirof its
savage gold lust was the defenseless and prostrate Natjoo
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CHAPTER THREE

FROM THE NEGRO BOURGEOIS DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL
MOVEMENT TO THE NEGRO PEOPLE®S |
LIBERATION MOVEMENT

Any real analysis of thBlegrop e 0 p | ea@ient hasdovbegin
by seeing it as an integral part of the international revolutionary
upsurge of the colonial peoples against imperialism. In tha-Co
munist Labor Partyve use as our base thestbric as well as the
political conclusions of the October Revolution

Stalinpointed out:

Thus the October Revolutiphaving put an end to the
old bourgeois movement for nationainancipation, ina
gurated the era of a nevagcialist movement of the workers
and peasants of thgaressed nationalities, directed against
all oppression, which also means national oppression,
against the rule of the bourgeoi
and against impetiim in general.(1)

Further Stalirstates:

It became obvious that the emancipation of the toiling
masses of the oppressed nationalities and the abolition of
national oppression were inconceivable without a break
with imperialism, without the overthrow by each of its
6ownd national bourgeoisie and t
the toiling masses theselves.(2)

It is obvious that no national bourgeoisie can successfully lead
a movement of national liberation, just assitobvious that in this
period of its extreme parasitism, imperialism will not peacefully
allow any colonial nation, especially a small nation, an independent
existence.

Therefore, in our discussion of the Negmtional movement
we will divide history into two parts; 1) the period prior to the-O
tober Revolutionin the Soviet Union which we call the Negro
Bourgeois Demaocratic #fional Movement, and 2) the post 1917

period whi ch we call t heratodegr o
Movement. (In general, this division conforms to the whole of the
colonial emancipation m@ame nt . However, t he N €
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National Liberation Movement as such actually began more in 1922
than in 1917. Nevertheless, the shift in political fonwas the result
of the October Revolution.)

Due to years of confusion on the Negjpaestion, it is necessary
to answer the question, how and why did the Negro Bourgeois
Democratic National Movement arise? We have already indicated
the differace that existed between patriarchal slaemy slavery
as it existed in the areas owned or controlled by the advanced cap
talist countries. Bsically, and in the long run, that difference is the
reason why the slaves of theitdndl States of North America (in the
Black Bel}) developed toward nationhood and a nationalemant.

Let us examine the political and military conditions that existed
at the end of the Civil War. In President Johnseno kecame pre-
ident in 1865 after Lincolhs assassination, the
a firm ally. At his invitation, scores of former Southern members of
the House of Represeritaas and the Senate showed up to reclaim
their seats in Congres$#lad they succeeded, the political battle
would have been decisively won by the Confederacy. Johnsen fo
bade the moves by some democratic generals to implemantilthe
tary victory of the North. He removed all Negmilitary organia-
tions from the Soutlnd allowed the rgrouping of military orga-
izations of the Confedary. These military battalions roamed the
countryside, plaging, looting and murdering the Negro people.
One of many examples was the Hamburg, South Carolina Massacre.
There, a military unit in civilian dress, commanded by Gener&l Bu
ler, received cannon and heavy weapons from the Bedeenal at
Augusta, Georgia. With these weapons Butler conducted themass
cre at Hamburg as well as pillaging and looting throughout South
Carolina.(3)

In a real sense, the plartandlords never lost military supre
acy in the SouthAfter the defeat of the Confederacy in convamtio
al warfare, the armed struggle assumed other forms. One of these
forms was the Ku Klux Klan. The KKK, as it is called, carried out
widespread intimidation of the masses. The KKK combined with
otherterrorist extrdegal organizations, and the Confederate-mil
tary units were the forerunners of Hiles B Shirte and Storm
Troopers, with exactly the same division of labor. General Sheridan
estimated that 3,500 Negroes were killed in the first decade after
femanci pat iimates cang®©uphoeli0,008 the first year.
At any rate, the truth is that these armed bands and military units
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roamed the countryside, sounding encampmes of Negroes and
carrying out orgies of hangings, bbiurgs at the stake, whippings
and all manner of torture and mass murder. Throughout the South
Airacieot s 0 igatedrthat left whole sections of villages and
towns burned and thousandf Negroes dead from mob violence.
Clearly, the Negr@eople were being driven back into slavery. The
sheer horror and violence of this first stage of the countariution

was a blooesoaked testament of the great democratic upsurge of
the Negro and poor Angldmerican masses.

The massed conventional armies of the Confederacy were clea
ly defeated in the field. The surrender of General Lee at Appoma
tox was the formal recognition of this fact. War, however, is the
extension of politics by other means and there is much in history to
show that winning the military victory in no way assures the ipolit
cal ends. Actually, the specific property relations in the North and
the Southput the victorios Northern bourgeoisie in a difficult ges
tion. On the one hand, they did not dare disturb the capitaligt pro
erty relations of the South; on the other hand, they had to break the
political power of the landlorglanters who still dominated the-J
dicial branch of the government through the Supreme Court, whose
justices were appointed by pnaar presidents who represented and
were loyal to the slave power.

Through President Johnsowho remained loyal to the former
slave owners, the slave power also continued to dominate tlte Exe
utive branch. The decisive fight was being made in the Legislative
branch. The landlorglanters of the Soutlwvere making a strong
effort to take over the House of Representatives and the Senate.
This was feasible because theting restrictions of the South-a
lowed only prelandlord votes to be cast; the Negroes and the vast
majority of the poor AngléAmericans were ot allowed to vote. By
the begining of 1869 it was clear that the planters were winning
the political battle against the financial capitalists of the North.

As a result, the financial capitalists of the North raised the battle
cry of Athedaepgetudi bn Frespanse
forward the petty bourgeois radicals. The political leadership of the
revolution slipped into their hands. The best representatives of these
latterday Robespierres were Thaddeus Stevefsederick
Douglass Charles Sumneand Wendel PhillipsThese radical ae-
ocrats had the decisive task of enfranchising the freedmen so that
the Southern political base, represehtby prelandlord votes,
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would be denied the landlords. It was this need to crush the political
resistance of the landloqglanters, and this alone, that dictated the
period of reconstruction.

For the moment, the needs of the Northern financial cap#talist
and the needs of the Negpeople to some extent coincided. The
Negro people and the poor Anglamericans of the Southbecame

pawns in what has been namdd tflae
it was a war where the rules were heads | win, tails you lose. The
Northern financial cap al i st s had shown t hei

by smashing unions, maintaining a 1@ 18hour work day and by
ruthlessly exploiting thdéabor of women and children. There was
nothing in the makep of the class to indicate that they werd-wil

ing to grant the Negroes privileges that they denied the Anglo
Americans. So the Negro and Anglmnerican pawns were moved
forward. No matter whowoh he fABattl e, & ofrorDean
the Negroes were going to lose. What the revisionists Fd3¢ar

nis, Apthekerand othes descri be as the fiBa
was the political phase of the struggle between the financial kapita

ists of the North and the bloeicking feudaminded lamllords of

the South both capitalist8 different wings of tke same brutal

class. At any rate, the Republicans of the North had to win over the
freedmen and it was only their political opportunism that dictated

the passage of the 13th and 14th Amendments to thstiaion.

These amendments prohibited slavery ahdeast forméized the

civil rights of the freedmen.

The NegroPeople and Reconstruction

The passage of the 13th Amendment to the Constitution (Dec.
18, 1865) abolished slavery and was the opening gun in the battle to
reconstruct the Soutihe forces of the landlonelanters lashed out
in a brutal effort to terrorize the estaves and drive them back into
slavery. This sharp and bitter class struggle presented the Negro
masses with their first opportity and necessity for organization.
This resistance meme nt was known as nt he N
vention MovementThis movement only lasted from 1865 through
1866. However, it was organized in all states and veayg im-
portant in blunting the counteevolutionary efforts of the landlord
planters.

The 13th Amendment unleashed social forces that the Northern
capitalists feared more than they feared the planters. This was
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shown in the way they dealt with the freedamewh en t hey wen
far. o0 When property rights iwere a
talists and the Southern planters found common cause.

The freed Negroes, knowing that real freedom lay only in their
ownership of the land, launched a powerful movemen re-
distribution of the former slave holder lands. In the same manner as
the presentlay Brazilian, Indian or Peruvian peasant, the freedmen
simply squatted on the plantations and took possession in fact. The
Abenef act or pedpleanfWashimgioditNretghesitate to
send troops to mider the squatters wherever the KKK was not up
to the task ofemoving them. These instances exposed the real i
tent of the Note r n capi tali sts. Fabthd owi ng
revolutionary Ngro people, the inevitable linkp of the Northern
monopolies and the remnants of the Southern langliamters took
place. This was foretold in a letter from Eng&lsMarx when he
wrote:

And shall guerrillas come forth on the terrain? I-ce
tainly expect that after the definite dissolution of the armies
the white trash of the Southill attempt something of the
sort, but | am too firmly cavinced of the bourge®s nature
of the planters to doubt for a moment that this will make
them rabid Union men fdmvith. The former are bound to
attempt this with brigandage, and the planters will yver
where receive the Yankees with open arms.

This business [the burning of Ne@rleans, Ed.] must
necessarily bring the split between the planters and me
chants, on the one side, and the white trash, on the other, to
a head and thewith the secession is undone.(4)

This link-up between the remnants of the capitalist landlord
plantes and the Northern bourgeoisie was formalized in the Hayes
Tilden Agreemenof 1877.

It must be stated at this point that W. Z. Fosterp. 337 of his
book The NegroPeople in American Historyconcedes the point
that the planters were nkpainrgeoi
why it is that the CPUSA s p r o g rnmgnthecswouggleefar
democracy in the Souil based o the destruction of lingerinfgu-
dal relations,and not feudalike social relations, but feudal @c
nomic relations. The CPUSA fails to distinguish between the Negro
people, who were developed as a people prior to the Civil War, and
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the Negro national m@ment which developed only after the defeat

of Reconstruction. The leadership of the CPUSA knows full well

that to admit that slavery in the United States of North America was

a crude and hrt a | form of capitalism w
house of revisinist cards down around their heads. Therefore, they
blandly state a fact and then completely disregard it.

The passage of the 14th Amendment to the Constitution, which
gave large numbers of ekaves the right to vote, threw the masses
of Negropeople into the political arena. Literally thousands af A
glo-Americans (the Cgetbaggers) flooded into the Southhey
came with various intentions, but the basic reason for the tecrui
ment of these missharies was to assist the Negro people inrerga
izing themselves as a political force and taking their indispensable
place in the struggle to smash the political power of the landlord
planters.

This struggle for reconstruction gave birth to the Populistanov
ment. As was stated above, the Northern finance capitalists were
faced with the delicate task of defeating the enemy politically without
disturbing the existing capitalist property relations. They found the
answer in the Popul i opleware threwne nt .
into struggle against dératoncabtd p e
class and history. Thus a political front was skillfully built that threw
the energies of the estaves, poor Angldmericans and free B-
groes agairtghe existing power of the landlords.

From 18651874 the most important and powerful organization
of the mass movement was the famous Union Leadilesse d-
juncts of the Republican Panyere often armed defse units of the
ex-slaves and poor Angldmericans. The Negrdocals of the W-
ion Leagues were finally crushed by KKK terror in 1874.

During the period of Reconstruction a rapid urbanization of the

Negropeopl e took place. During the
Labor Unionexpanded until it had locals in 23 states. The CNLU
associed itself with the Internati

led by Karl Marx

One of the most powerful and broad organizations of theiPop
list movement was the Southern Farmers Alliaritee develp-
ment of the Southern FarnseAlliance was largely independent of
the integrated democratic Natel Farmers Alliance. The Southern
Alliance (a base of the Populist Movement) endorsed white isupre
acy and excluded Negroes from its ranks. The role of the Alianc
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was to be the main battering ram to finish off the landjedhters.
The monopolies certainly intended that the Negroes were not to
play a role in it. However, in the course of the political struggle with
the planters, it became evident that the Allaneould have to
broaden its social base in order to out fight and outvote the lan
lords. It was for this reason alone that the leadership of the Alliance
defended the Negroes right to vote, and on many occasions, led
armed men to prevent the lynching dilagromember.

This movement was widely supported by the Ngagople &-
spite its white supremacin the struggle of the Alliance we can see
the crucial position of the Negro masses. While the Anglo
American locals tried to dominate and dictate to the Negro locals,
the AngleAmericans were compelled to fight for the right to vote
and the right to organize for the Negroes. It had been obvious from
the keginning that the bourgeoisie widuhave to rely on the &
groes whether in organizing a struggle for progress or to exploit the
wealth of the Southern region. The monopolies, acting through the
Populist movement, were able to drive the planters to the wall and
defeat them only by relyingn the deep democratic aspirations of
the Southern Negroes.

The Defeat of Reconstruction and Populispthe Imperialist
Offensive and the Rise of Fascism

By the early 187006s the basic g
hadbeen achieved. Woodward points out in @iggins of the New
Southin At | east half of the planters
men or organized in corporations
Ainot one t hi pladtatian$ of thdn Mississippi YVatey
were owned by the men who held th
was plain that the fimial capitalists of the North had finally
achieved hegemony throughout the USNA.

As the positions of the finance dtglists were consolidated, the
horror of the Ku Klux Klan, now under the direction of Wall Street,
was unleashed against the Negmople. For exaple, in Vicks-
burg, Mississippi, over 200 Negroes were killed in the week before
the city eledbn. PresidentGramte port ed t o t he Sena
butchery of citizens was comtt@d at Colfax, Louisiana, which in
blood thirstiness and barbarity is hardly surpassed by any acts of
savage warfare. o

The counterrevolution took orthe aspects of the slaughter of a
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people. In 1871, in the area around New Orleans, 297 Negroes were
lynched in one month. Reporting on the situation in North Carolina,
Judge Al bion W. Tourgee said, i
furnish a battlefieldand all from these three classes, the Netre
Scalawag and the Carpetbagger.... the wounded in this silent wa
fare were more thousands than those who groaned upon the slopes
of Gettysburg. o(6)

It is worth noting that it was during the mdsbody years of
the terror and counteevolution that the Republican Parig-
creased its strength. In 1872, Grams reelected. The Senate held
49 Republicans against 19 Democrats; the House of Represestativ
held 195 Rpublicans against 88 Democrats.

So we see that the condition for the defeat of Reconstruction
was the consolidation of the hegemony, both economic and polit
cal, of finance capital. This does not at all jibe with the CP&SA
contention that the defeat of Reconstruction was based on an
agreement between the feudal landlord planters and the Northern
industrialists.

The HayesTilden Agreement

The presidential balloting of 1876 gave the Northern monop
lies their chance to crush the last vestiges of democracy in the South
while at the same time relieving themselves of any responsibility for
the slaughter, new slaveryeggnmage) and colonization of the Negro
people.Hayes, the Republican candidate, lost the popular vote by
252,224 votes to the Democrat Tilden who, without the demagogy
of Hayes, remsented strictly the planters. Tilden claimed the-ele
tion. The Rephlicans challenged the ballots from South Carolina,
Florida, Louigsana and Oregon. This maneuver threw Tilden out of
the racebut still left Hayes one electoral vote short of the needed
majority. A constitutional crisis followed. There were many threats
and even a phony plan for the Southertddn supporters to take
Washingtorby a coup doO6®t at . Of cour se
a new civil war were merely the smokescreen for a legal coup. This
came in the form of the iafmous Hayedilden AgreementBas-
cally, the Agreement was to turn the Southern state goesits
where the Republicans still held democratic populist contrel (i
cluding the governments of South Carolina and Louisiana) over to
the Democrats. The most telling parttbé Agreement was that the
North would withdraw all Federal troops from the South and let the
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South settle its own problems. By returning the state gaowemts to
the Democratic Party, now fully controlled by the inipésts, and
by deepening the conceptf st at e s 6-revolutprnviosld c o un
triumph and the democratic masses of the North would be legally
blocked.

The HayesTilden Agreementhad the same effect in the South
as when President Ailenburgo f Ger many dAfed-td col
point Adolph Hitleras Chancellor of Germany. Every fascist-cu
rent in the South zeroed in on the Negrasses and the demodrat
cally minded poor AnglAmericans.

The Fascist Offensive

The HayesTilden Agreemenaind the following withdrawal of
Federal troops from the Souih 1877 was only a big event in a
well defined trendTo the degree that the financial capitalists polit
cally subdued the landlofalanters, to that degree did the mooop
lies hand the Negroes back into a new slavery. As the troops left,
the landlords surfaced as a political power. However, this time they
were not in opposition to but were the direct and brutal agents of the
bloodthirsty monopolies. It became clear that they had never lost
military supremacy over the Negmeople. At no time and at no
place had the Negroes ever won a cleattipalimgjority. The pre
slavery storm troops, allied with the terrorist KKK, never allowed
Reconstruction to stabilize or develop.

In the Souththe offensive of imgrialism had a marked fascist
character. The withdrawal of theederal troops was the signal for
the Arevolt of the poor whites.

The democratic, antnonopoly Populist movement reached its
high point just before the countezvolution. In the Soutthe Poji-
list movement was led by such menBen Tillmanand Tom W&
son These saalled leaders were opportunist vacillating men who
constantly compromised with the landlords while trying to fight
them. The most crucial and decisive question was the questio
the unity of the Negrand AngleAmerican masses. Despite all the
speeches to the coaty, Watson, Tillman, et. al., never moved to
do away with Negro segregation in the Farmers Alliance. The only
outcome of a revationary mass movement led by vacillating, petty
bourgeois leaders was the fascist drive.

Just as the Populist movement was led by Tillmad Comp-
ny, when the monopolies needed to

o
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volt of the poor wht s 0 was also |l ed by Ti
when there was the need to crush Popublisith especially the &
gromasses.

The newly enfranchised poor Angiimericans from the hills,
who were maneuvered out dfet strggle between the monopolies
and the landlords, were imbued with rabid white suprenzaxy/
turned against the Negrna s s e s . There was no
whitesodo any mor e -ihshiredrevoltiofehe poorwa s
peasant or the lumpeproletariat. What took place at the birth of
imperialism and fascism was a skillfulameuver which relied on
the centuries old white supremacy teapt the Populist movement,
garb it in the mantlef the Ku Klux Klan and push it onto the stage
of history as the hangman of democracy.

This fArevolt of the poor whit
Vardman, Tillmanand Cole BlaseThey constructed a social order
that was faithfully copied by Hitlewho also referred to his fascist
movement as the fArevolt of 4 he p
sie, 0 et c. I n t he pampdrliestmo @Th
Kuczynski and Witt point out how theed es f or Hi tl er 6
were copied from the black codes.

Some of the fascist characteristics of the courgeolution

were: (1) It conformed to the de
dictatorship of the most reactionary, most chauvinistic et
i mperialist elements of fimwance

er of fascism is not an ordinary succession of one bourgewis go

ernment by another, but a substitution of one state form of class

domination of the bourgeois& bourgeois democrac{or another

foomd open terrorist d i cotesttoopoveeh i p .

as a party of attack on the revolutionary movement of the prieletar

at, on the masses of the people who are in a state of unrest; yet it

stages its accession to pamas a revolutionary mement against

the bourgeoisie on behalf of the
What made up the fascist character of the cotmstarlution

was not simply its brutality or

of the poor whiitheemanile of aving thebuth t s e

Thefascist ed fArevoltodo was the absolu

the North. The counteevolution dacked and overthrew theeR

construction bourgeois democratic governments. Then, Husta

substituted a reign of terror as the new state form of domination

over the emerging Negmdation In the AngleAmerican Nationthe
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capitalists in the main reliedn deception, bribery and fraud; in
short, on bourgeois democracy. This was not the case in the Black
Belt! Here, the rule of finance capital was mained by an unheard
of reign of terror, legal and exttagal, both by police and th&<K.

From time to time Communists have raised this questionsef fa
cism in the NegrdNationand in the entire Souttnly to retract their
statements because they held that there was a corit/adietween
their conception of fascism and imperialism. So they were told, and
so they thought. Fascisis rampant imperialism. George Seldes
was quite correct when he said that fascism isefralism turned
inward. To understand the riséfascism in the South means taking
fully into account that, even during the periods of radical meco
struction, segregation remained a way of life. In the Union Leagues
in the Labor Unions, in the Farmers Alliance, there were Anglo
American and Negro locals. Because the decisive elementgifoN
Anglo-American unity was not fought for, it was easy for the fa
cists to appear on the scene as t
whites. 0 Conf us ioo of thamle of thd Angklni s q u
American leaders has been common.

For example, in Fostérs  brbeoNegroPeople in American
History, on p. 381, he oftGuogadactialBren Ti
Tillman was from SoutlCarolina, Ed.] declared for Negro, white

cooperation. ..o and APitchfork Ti
(Fosterdés book is marked by such
the book wasvr i tten by sever al peopl e v

another or that Foster had a severely split personality.) Faster a

counts for the tnasition of Tillman and Watsofrom democrats and

chauvinists in this mathenAliance Al n t

movement , they scoffed atodétmadboo

fiery attacks on the big planters, and expressed solidarity with the

oppressed Negro masses. Unstable petty bourgeois elememts, ho

ever, theyallwoundup@s t he most vicious of N
This is a typical example of Fostes hi st ori ogr aphy:

inaccurate and an affront to Marxism. According to this sort of

analysis, Benito Mussolinia Socialist who wrote to b&n and

marched on Rome under the banner of the Dictatorship of the-Prol

tariat, introduced fascisminltalegbause he was an fAun

bourgeois el ementd wihwi owioawnsdd ugpf &

communists. With the same analysis German fascism carx-be e

plained because Hitlewas a petty bourgeois element. No, Mr.
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Bourgeois, this will never do; we have to look deeper, something

the Communist Party daredtrin. Any investigation shows that the
Watsons, Tillmans, etc., were elements that were groomed and paid
for by the finance capitalists. When it was necessary to organize the
masses to gain thpltcalv i ct ory over the | andl
came foth with a paricular line; then, when it was necessary to

stop the democratic upsurge, prevent it from getting out of hand,
they took another |l ine. Yetn; FoOs
clusion that the white chauvinist textbooks are correct, tinat
countesr evol uti on was a reaction to
facts show otherwige t he fArevolt of the poo
the mask for the fascist cournavolution financed and conducted

by Northern finance capital.

A political force, constrated and funded by finance capital,
which overthrows a legal bourgeois democratic government and
substitutes as a state form the open terrorist dictatorship of the most
reactionary, most chauvinistic elements of finance capital is called
fascist. Such a pitical state we calfascism.

It should be noted that one element of the historic roots of the
Communist Party goes through the old Socialist Party into the
Populist movement. The Populist concepts are still strong in the
CPUSA Theimonpmottiy coal itiono is
list slogans, if not the most important. It must be said that the main
reason for the confusion of the Communist Party on this period of
Reconstruction is the fact that they themselves are populists and
syndicalsts, not Marxist_eninists.

Many of the Populist leaders, such as Ben Tillmaho ke-
came the worst white chauvinist:
leaders of the mass movement. Like theillofwers, Hitler ard
Mussolini these fascist leaders of the Sowtre recruited from the
peoplebdbs movement . This was the
the necessity social base.

The positive aspects of the Populist vement were proof
enough that the general toiling masses cannot move forward without
the Negragpeople. This history also shows that the special deriocra
ic demands of the Negro people cannot help but be the demand for
political independence.

As the heavy hand of imperialism was clamped on the Sandth
especially on the Black Belthe mass movement became a real N
gromovement. Its main content was the special demand of the Negro
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pemle for antilynch laws and for civil rights. Prior to the defeat of
Reconstruction, the demands of the Negro people for bread, land and
liberty were so intertwined with the demands of the general toiling
masses that to separate the motion of the Negnalgp&éom the rest
of the toiling masses in the Black Belt was irsgible.

Even during the worst days of reaction, it was impossible-to t
tally single out the Negrdor the chain gang, the lynch rope, the
burning stake or the peonage camp.

The terrorist military overthrow of Reconstruction opened the
way for the reenslavement of the Negmeople. The peonagessy
tem, the shares farming system and the black codes forced-this re
enslavement. At the same time the forced segregatidrtHe basis
for the development of a Negro bourgeaidixisting insurance
companies refused to do business with Negroes, so Negro insurance
companies arose. Efiisg banks refused to service Negroes, so a
Negro banking systenrtao se. The ol d axipm of |
pen will o was proven in the devel
The dialectics of region transformed the enslavement of theiAfr
cans into the enslament of a nation.

The NegroBourgeois DemocraticNational Movement

The nature of the struggle of the Negreople changed rapidly
during Reconstruction, and the courtevolution accelerated this
change. What began as the struggle of a landless peasant mass with
a minute urban proletariaapidly became the struggle of ap-o
pressed nation with all classes developing rapidly under tte pre
sures of fascist imperialism.

Under such circumstances the developing Negrargeoisie
split in two. That portiorwhich sold to the people and therefore had
to rely on the people came out in opposition to Wall Street imperia
ism. The portion that sold to the imperialists and therefore had to
rely on the iimperialists became
bourgeoisie. Wodson and Wesley noted this split in the Negro
leadership:

Other Negroes who thoroughly understand the inevit
ble result from such surrender gave up the fight for @aemo
racy in return for the profits of segregation. The extension
work of church organizatian social welfare agencies and
institutions of learning controlled by white advocates of
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caste have all been brought under the direction of Negroes
who have sealed their lips as to actual democracy. Such
Negroes are approached beforehand and thoroughédtes
as to their stand on raceatters. If they caform to the e-
quirements of genuflecting Toadyism they are placed in
these commanding positions to use their influence ipkee
ing the Negraontent with their lot.(10)

The base othe Negrocomprador bourgeoisie is still the clergy,
social welfare agencies, the educational bureayciand the go-
ernmental and political bureaucracy. It was from this split in the
bourgeoisie that the Nelavaneneop]l
arose.

The struggle of the Negrmasses was directed first against
slavery and then against peonage. Such a movement could not and
was not simply a ANegrod movemen
national. During the period of theverthrow of Reconstruction, the
struggle of the Negro masses could not berségd from the stig
gle of the rest of the colonial world. In fact, the struggle of tke N
gro masses against imperialism was an integral part of the struggle
of the Cubans, th@uerto Ricans, the peoples of Santo Domingo,
Haiti, the Philippines and everywhere that USNA imperialigas
enslaving nationand peoples. Neither could the light for the Negro
people be separated from the struggfléhe workers and dirt far-
ers against the Robber Baron monopolies.

The Negropeople protested the imperialistaisition of Haiti,
the Virgin Islands and the West Indies. Not only did they fight
against the practice of color discriminatjathey clearly saw that
their fight for democracy and equality was undercut by therexpa
sion of imperialism.

Both Presidents Hardingnd Cwlidge were compelled tom
point NegroCommissiongo look into conditions in the newly ne
quered territories. These commissions could not accompligh an
thing, but they were evidence of the international concern of the
growing Negro national bourgeoisie.

The Church
The Negrochurchemerged from slavery as the only social i
stitution allowed first by the slave masters and then the Wall Street
masters of the Soutfhe leading role of the Negro church remains
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stamped on the movement to this d&pnsequently, in the begi

ning at least, spokesmen for both sections of the new Negre bou
geoisiespoke from the pulpit. The result of this was that the @nov
ment was split into various locales and, therefore, individual leaders
instead of masses seemed to emerge as the leading factor. This was
especially true because the churches did not exist in limbo. They
were, in fact, governed by bourgeois clerics in the North an@-som
times the metropolitan South. Furthermore, the leadingpsshnd

other church officials were an integral part of the Apgtaerican
ruling cl ass. The ANegro churcho
c hur c h e aglo-Anzernican capitalistontrolled churches for
Negroes. At one time the ColareBaptist and the AME Zion
Churches made a stiff fight for their independence, but such a fight
could not be won nder capitalism. The only exception to the fact
that AngleaAmerican bourgeois clerics dominate the Negro church

is the innumerable stoiffeont churches.

Some of the churches under slavery became important and
wealthy institutions. After the capture of Atlanta, General Sherman
called together the leading slaves and free Negroes and was su
prised to find that one slax@vned church was valued at $50,000
and another at $35,000.(11)

Although the slaves had been taught the European religions in
an effort to pacify and ideologically chain them, the church also
served as a meeting place to plot escapes and plan such resistance a
was possible under the conditions of slavery.

During the counterevolution there was a great demand for
segregated churches and when that
was the demand for entirely separated church administraten sy
tems. This experiménn apartheid was set aside when it wagd-rea
ized that such a complete separation would mean Nxsgjnops and
a church attuned to the problems of the Negro people. The church
rulers soon saw the folly of abandoninggglus thought to the &
groes as the Southern churches had done after the Civil War(12).
Thus the church remained a Trojan horse to the Negro movement,
populated by Negroes and controlled by a bourgeois Anglo
American clergy. It could not but play a duallepboth progressive
and reactionary. The a@or aspect, however, was to drain off the
militant energy of the Bgyro people. The fact that the Negro church
despite its amdlemocratic structure, became the birthplace of so
many Negro meements is a testimony to both the vitality of the
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Negro masses® democratic aspirat
position of this institution.

The Split in the NegroMovement

Booker T. Washingtans f a mota speedhtsigralaed the
fully matured split in the Negrdlatioral Movement. Washington
became the most powerful and tyrannical Negro individual in the
movement. A word from Washington was enough to financially and
politically destroy almost anyone who dared oppose him. In dHs p
sition of directing the funds that went to social service agencies and
to the schools, it was simple to transform that economic position
into a political one. Hi sadpgeo s i t i
groo under sl avery. Washingtono!
high-sounding declaration of compromise and acceptance of the
social and economic enslavement of the Negro people. Wgshin
tonds statement t hatundéstahdeghatthes e st
agitation of questions of soci al
the battle challenge to the Negro national bourgeoisie. Led by Du
Bois and J. M. Trotter, they set out toyanize the majority who
were resisting t hWmdsdniamleNestefer Wa s |
port: AWi th the imntgthepNedgraesiregardled a s
this policy as a surrender to thppoessors who desired to reduce
the whole race to menialisei ce. 0 ( 13)

Harry Haywoodcharacterizes Wamgtona s : AThe voic
embryonic middl epadlnadass .hdi(mM4gs Fa
nationalisto(15). Foster aned ot h

oreticians quite correctlgharacterize DuBoias a Negrdourgeois
leaded pointing out that in respect to building up Negro businesses
Du Bois and his followers outdid Washington in some respegts. F
nally, Foster makes an attempt to expldie bbvious difference
bet ween these two | eaders: it he
the movements howew@rand this was deésive, was where Was
ington preached humility and submission for the Negro people,
DuBois and his followers advocated a course dftant strug-
gle.o(16)

Fosteb sescdption of the split in the Negtmourgeoisignsults
the intelligence of even the most naive Marxist. Was it thathwas
ington just happened to choose the path of submission and DuBois
just happened to choose the path of struggle? Not at all. Such hist
riography makes history revolve around the subjective whims of
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leading individualsThe difference &ween a Congolese Lumumba
and Mobutowas hardly their likes and dislikést was their class
position in relation to imperialiséhand so it was with DuBois and
WashingtonThe maturing of a modem nation under the oppression
of imperialism inevitably brings out two wings of the nationalreou
geoisie: on the one hand, the comprador bourgeoisie and ornthe ot
er, the national bourgesie with the social and politicaind e®-
nomic base that has been previously described.

Fosterwas an intelligent man and the Communist Party gave
him a staff of Ph.D.6s to assist
history. Why vas it that the class and social differences were so
incomprehensible to him? The secret of its ignorance is simply this:
The Communist Party is tied by a thousand financial, social and
political threads to the liberal Angldmerican bourgeoisie. These
threads absolutely proscritked the
gro question as a national colonial question. Therefore, relying on
the backwardness of the radicals of the USNA, the CP{d8Ad it
possible to do away witthé most glaring theoretical and social
contradictions by either ignoring them or obscuring them with
bourgeois drivel.

The fact is that Washingtomas the leader of a maturing Negro
comprador bourgésie. DuBoisemerged as a leader of the Negro
national bourgeoisie. By overlooking these contradictions, the
CPUSAcould claim to be the Party of theefito people. Actually,
the CP represented the Negro nationalreaisie, if anyting at
all. The social background of the leadinggkbes in the CP shows
this. To name but a fevBen Davis son of a leading Negro family
in Atlanta, Georgia; Dr. James Jacks®M.D., professor, son of a
leading imily of SouthCarolina; Langston Hughgea leading M-
gro author and poet. Even such outstanding -panty leaders as
Eslanda Goodand her husband, Paul Robesoould not represent
anything but the radical Negro bourgeoisseich men as Pettis Pe
ry, a Negro proletarian communist leader who was constantly ha
assed by the CPUSA leadership, nevaomeiled himselfto the
Partyds revisionism. Anot hteer e xc €
Negro author and sociologist who was almost outlawed from the
CPUSA for publibing his Negro Liberation.Consistent Negro
Marxist intellectuals such as CharlesMannwere driven out of the
Party for their Marxist ideals.

The fundamental difference between the position of tha Co
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Death Rather Than Slavery
Source: Langston Hugh&sMilton Meltzer, A Pictorial Hisbry of the
Negroin America (New York: Crown Publishers, Inc., 1956)

munist Labor Party and the CPUS% the Negroguestion is the
description by the CLP of the Negro question as a modern national
colonial questio with all the ramifcations for the proletarian rev
lution and the daily class struggle. The CP position on tegrd\
question is an abstraction that flows from the fundamental Party
position that the movement in theegto Nation is acontinuation of
the fABattl ed fanddeimeustpba a gomplete
wiping out of the remains of feudalism and thenptetion of the
bourgeois democratic revolution. Under the dtads of fascism
and the total aatrol of monopoly the CP proposals becomertho
oughly exposed as reactionary.

The CP position on the Negquestion is not simply an isolated
case. On the contrary, the CP is quite consistent. Jay Lovéssone
contribution to the CP was American exceptionalism in American
political economy. Browdérs contribution W
exceptionalism in the critique of American imperialism. Fdster
contributionwas American exceptionalism on the national question
in regard In the Negro &tion. His concept of a
nat i ono is not so striking becaus
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but in that it is an extension of the basienfioof CPUSArevision-
ismd Americanexceptionalism.

The Negraguestion is not an exception. Even Fosidmits that
i the peonage known as shame cro
ancy found in colonial Asi a), w h
The path of peoples from slavery is into peonage. This is just as true
for the Negro people as for the Mexicans or the PuedarR or the
Hondurans. Foster admits to this when he writes, t had been
tragic history of emancipated slaves, during the pastugeind
throughout the western hemisph@&nehether Indians or djroed
that they did not pass from the status of slavery to that of free far
ers and workers, but rather to one fornpebnage orrmt her . 0 ( 1 9
There, apparently, the science of history ends and the development
of the Negro question reverfts bac
ic form of revisionismd American exceptionalism.

Under such intellectual giants as Dr. W.E.B. DigBand James
Monroe Trotter, editor of thBaston Guardianthe Negrdoourged
sie broke into the political life of the USNA. This vigmus and new
bourgeoisie did not confine itself to thetipaal scene but, unde
standing the necessity of fighting the enemy in theriat#onal
arena, took the fight against imperialism into the World War | Peace
Conference (1918). They demanded that the spread of imperialism
be halted and that the African oales and Haiti be set free. They
formed political organizations such as the Nationalepetsdent
Political Rights Leagut enforce the Constitution.

It may appear that DuBoisas the worldwide champion of the
darkskinned people and not necedlgdighting imperialismper se.

But a closer examination will show that the only place for imperia
ism to expand was to the daskinned people, and the fight forleo
or equality was thdorm that the antimperialist struggle had to
take.

Because orfi athse, of rlaycndenmg seguesy, and
tion, this Negrdoourgeoisieenjoyed a rapid growth. The Negro as a
consumer held litte attraction for the expanding monopolies so the
Negro market was wide open to this Negro bourgeoisie. Negro
businesses doubled between 1910 and 1920. By 1920, Negro far
ersowned 13,948,512 acres of land and, in addition, Negro t&nan
rented land valued at $1,676,315,864.(18) Where AAgherican
businesses failed to rséce the Negro people, Negro businesses
arose in catering, personal service, drayage and storage, forging and

p
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carriagemaking, butcheng and méress making.

Under the leadership of DuBgishe ParAfrican movement
was formed. Speaking in the name of dailinned peoples evwer
where, its aims were fighting for justice,diamy the slave trade and
opposing the liquor trafficThe Negronational bourgeoisie extdn
ed its base throughout the world. The internationalism of the Negro
bourgeoisieexists to this day. The ringing cries for world peace
from Martin Luther Kingand the eloquent cries for democracy and
justice in the civil rights movement today are but an extension of
the bourgeois movement of 70 years ago.

The right wing of the national bourgeoisie, the comprador wing,
remained firmly under the control of Bker T. WashingtonLittle
has changed with respect to the role of the comprador. It is obvious
that along with the concept of Asians fighting Asians and Africans
fighting Africans, there is a defii@ move afoot to have Negroes
control Negr oes. T hduestionfissbecomirtgi o n 0
more and more apparent. In 1970, 665 Negroes held elective offices
in 11 southern states. By 1974 this number rose to 1307. This total
includes 2U.S. Congressmen, 60 state legi®ls, 622 municipal
officials and 304 education officials. Moreefjfoes have been
elected to public office in the Southan any other region of the
United States. The @igest gains in the recerlections of 1974
came in Alabama and South Carolina. Two Negroes are sitting in
the Alabama Senate for the first time, and the number of Negroes in
the State House rose from 3 to 13. In South Carolina the number of
Negro represestives also went from & 13.

Naturally, revisionists hail t
all estimating that what we are witnessing is the gradual application
of the politics of neaolonialismto the Negrocolony. Who can
control he raging Negro movement for national liberation better
than Negro compradors? The imperialist leopard has not changed its
spots. Far from being a cause to rejoice and lower the guard, the
massive acceptance on the part of the ruling class of elected Negro
officials is cause for alarm. While we welcome and fight for the
participation of broad masses of Negroes in the political life of the
Negro colony, we are nobing to be fooled into welcoming a gang
of Negro Chiang Kasheks to replace the cops in tlzenge way the
cops have replaced the Ku Klux Klan as the imperialist spearhead
against the Negro people.

The hegemony of the Negrmtional bourgeisie began to be
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consolidated in the Niagara Movemefdunded by Jameglonroe
Trotter in 1905 and headed by W.E.B. DuBoEhe Niagara
Movement took as its goal the full equality of the Negroes. Its
weapons were to be militant in politics and propaganda. This
movement, gaining wide support among thasees, founded the
militant Equal Rights Leagge Clealy, there was a danger of the
Negro bourgeoisidreaking the imperialist economic and political
fetters. Moving behind the Angldmerican upper-class liberals, the
imperialists moved to counter this threatened breakaway. Bie N
tional Association for the Advancement of |G@d People
(NAACP) was formed May 30, 1909. It soon absorbed the Niagara
Movement and Equal Bints Leagues.

Fosterst at e s, AThe basiwsas thefrising h e
wave of resistance among the Negmeople, earlier expressed by

the Niagara Movemento Thi s t heory accords

imperialists and is coradicted by Foster himself (?) in the same
book, where he states, i Among
were Professor John Dewey, Jane Addams, William Dean Howells,
Rabbi Emil G.Hirsh, Reverend John Haynes Holmes, Dr. Henry
Moskowitz, Dr. Charles E. Parkhurst, Louis Wald, Mary E. Wolley
and Susan P. Wharton. There were also several wbialists
among the signers, including William English Walling, Charles
Edward Russel, J.G. Philips Stokes, Mary E. Dreiergrice Kelly
and Mary Ovington.o(19)

With this gang of honeynouthed liberals fronting for the irep
rialists, what chance did the Negmovement have? Little wonder
that a militant like J.M Trotter refused to join the NAACRBNd
fought to keep the Equal Rights Leagumit too.

Actually the formation of the NAACRNd its ceoptation of the
Niagara Movemerand tke Equal Rights Leagsespelled the end of
the independent efforts of the Nedoourgeoisieto unite against
imperialism. The real basis of the NAACP was imperialismmexe
plified by the baking of these imperialists Mrs. Cyrus McCo
mick, Harvey Firestonethe DuPonts and the like. The policy of

n €

W

h €

imperialist ceo pt ati on of the Negre peopl

mained a prime tactic of the parialists.
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The original leaders of the Niagara movement in 1905, with
DuBois the second from the right in the second row.
Source: Langston Hughé&sMilton Meltzer, A Pictorial History of
the Negran Ameiica (New York: Crown Publishers, Inc., 1956

The NegroPeopl eds Nati onemdnt Li ber at
During the crisis and depression years of 19202, onehalf
to two-thirds of all Negrobusinesses were wiped ou@f2This
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could not but have the most striking effect on teyM o0 peopl e 6
movement. The budding energetic Negro national bourgeoig-mov
ment was defeated by imperialism; its economic base was all but
done away with. The Negro businessman was hurled dowrihiat
ranks of the Negro proletariat

The postl917 period saw the Negmorkers begin to assert
themselves in an independent manner. Prior to this period it was not
possible for the Negro workers to expressribel\es independently
of the Negro national bourgeoisie. This was not because of the
weakness of the Negro workers, but since the imperialists inherited
the color forms of oppression from slavery, this was the only social
form at their disposal. The content thie oppression had changed
from the oppression of individual slaves to the oppression af a n
tion. In the early 1900s, as today, the inigksts struggled to mai
tain this color form of oppression. Thus it appears that the central
contradiction was betwee a | | Aibl acksd and all
between workers and capitalists.

Given the economic history of the USNA it is impossible for
the Negroworkers to march very far in advance of the general
working class of the USNA. Therefore, thenstruction of a party
of the working class became a historical necessity and inevitability.
The advances the Negro workers n
19406s were in the main dum-to th
munists, particularly the Negro CommusisProof of the growing
awareness of the Negro workers and the lower middle class is e
pressed in the fact that in 1938 the Communist Party registered
10,500 Negro Communists.

Negro Communists played a heroic role in the building of the
unions, especially the C.1.O. The role of the Negro Communists in
the building of the Party in the Souttas indispensible. Large se
tions of the Negro pmple followed the line of the Communist Party
because of the stggles led by Mgro Communists and also because
the most radical elements of the Negro bourgeeisie in or ope-
ly backed the CPUSA

Because the CPUSAlayed an important role in the Negro
p e op !l mrakliberatiom movement, the betrayals of the Negro
people by the CP had a particularlgsttuctive effect. The first of
these was the dissolution of the CP in 1944. The second reain b
trayal was the unconstitutional dissolution of the Party in the South
in 1949. This betrayal was accompanied by the wrecking of the
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Following the bombing
of their home in Bir-
mingham, Alabama in
1956, Rev.
Shuttlesworth escorts
his children to school
after State Troopers
were called to open the
sdhool, but refused to
admit black students
who tried to enroll.
Source: Ebony Maay
zine, Vol. 24, No. 10,
August , 19
SouthTodayo

Marchers hold hands during demonstration as firemen spray
them with firehoses.
SourceEEbony Magazine, Vol. 24, No. 10, August, 1971,
AiThe Bodawpnod
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powerful NegroLabor Councils Since the mostdvanced Negro
workers were in or close to the Party, these-antking class a-
tions had an especially destructive effect on the general Negro pe

pledéds national l' i beration movemen
mentarily, the leadership either totally disoriented, scared off or
bought off.

It was under such conditions that thegnificent struggle in
Montgomery, Alabama, broke out on December 4, 1955. Thie mil
tant bravery, the ingenuity and steadfastness of the Negnole in
Montgomery was a catalyst to reactivate broadises of the M-
gro people and consequbnbroad sections of the petty bourgeois
"left.o The struggl e i n Mo-nt g o me
awakening of interest in revolutionary Marxism. The Montgomery
Boycott awakened the new militant black student movement, and
that movement was the politichase for the S.D.S. In a real and
concrete way, t he r ebinaltlideratof t he
movement caused the revitalization of the revoharg movement
in the USNA.

During the massive struggle of the Negreople in Birmimy-
ham in the spring of 1963, it became evident that there was a new
internal contradiction developing. That development was the fight
of the Negro proletaridor its independent role and the leadership
of the Negro masses. Despite ttuthless police repression and the
betrayal of the sgalled leaership, a new stage in the struggle was
evolving. This emerging stage became more pronounced during the
summer of 1964. In Heem, BedfordStuyvesant and Rochester, the
Negro national minaty workers fully rejected the petty bourgeois
leaders. The history of the mass struggle of the Negro people was
taking a new turn. In Watt®n August 11, 1965, this new stége
this new qualitative developménteached maturity. Not simply
rejecting but shooting the misaders, the Negro national minority
workers were hurled fae®-face against the naked power of the
state.

Under these conditions of revolutionary mass struggle, the rev
sionism of the CPUSAecame fully exposedicting as the left
flank guard of President Lyndon Johnsdine Editors ofPolitical
Affarsmoaned advice, fAWhat is essent|
of a real war2l)against poverty. of

The revolutionary Uncle Tom, William C. Tayleummed up
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B
Fireman assists Policeman in arrest of demonstrator in 1963.
Source: Ebony Magazine, Vol. 24, No. 10, August, 1971,
AThe Bodaho

the cause and effect of the Wattp r i s i n ggne doubtathrat a n
Chief Parkerods racist statelments
tration of the Los Angeles police depaent by Birchites and ultra

Right eements to the detriment of thmpartial enforcement of law

and order . 0( 22 )estdishygpnt ofghe boargeo t h e
siebdbs hegemony ovceoanctlhued esd,r uigWwil tel
Negrocommunity there has developed a higher and strolegel

of unity than ever before. This development has grown out of the
recognition of the Negro middle class of thesponsibility in reh-

tion to the aspirations of t he
Apthekertopped it all of by his cry for the Red Cross to investigate

the jails that were crammed with Negro national minority fighters.

The Wattsuprising objectively linked the stggle of the Angle
American workers to the national liberation movement in the degr
Nation The new level of struggle that matured in Watts was carried
even further by the Detroit uprisiraj 1967. There the participation
of Southern AngleAmerican workersfrom the Negro Nation was,
for the ruling class, a terrible harbinger of the future. Detroit
showed that the struggle not only linked the Argloerican wok-
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Demonstrators are attacked by police dog during protest
march in Birmingham, 1963, as they sught to integrate
public facilities.
Source: Ebony Magazine, Vol. 24, No. 10, August, 1971,
AThe Bodahno

ing class to the Negmational liberation stggles, but through the
Negro national liberation movemt to the whole of the colaa
world. Indeed, the Negro people, whose enslavement was s& nece
sary to the growth of capitalism, werengaeting the encirclement

of imperialism of the USNA and shaking it to its foundations.

The Negroworkers who have now arisen in all their splendid
heroism, had to cast aside ndnlence as a tactic. They had to
move directly into a confrontation with the state. In making this
confrontation, the Negro national liberation movement completed
the ground work dr an international front of struggle against
imperialism.
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There can be no doubt that under the hegemony of the Negro
workers the whole national liberation movement will leap forward.
The imperialists know this better than we do. This isréason that
they will pay any price to keep the movement in the hands of the non
violent elemen® that is, in the hands of the compromised petty
bourgeoisie. One of the major aspects of this tactic is to revive and
rearm the petty bourgeois, compromiseghdicalist, populist Cm-
munist Party of the United States of America and theistasss.

During this period the government took what appeared to be a
contradictory position. On the one hand the government was getting
ever more deeply committed to the geidlal criminal imperialist
war in Vietnam Both the Kennedgind Eisenhoweadministetions,
while nakedly building, funding and supporting the fascist-neo
colonial regimes, came out more andre with court decisions and
the use of Federal troops in sup
the Negrgpeople.

A close examination of the facts will show that the contradi
tion was more apparent than real. If we view the policy oNAS
imperialism during this period from the broad historical point of
view, we have to conclude that USN#perialism did not oppose
the breakaway of the colonial masses from direct colonial eppre
sion. Quite to the contrary, themes consierable overt and invert
assistance. This activity, directed by the Ghkough the colonial
elite had as its purpose the transition from the direct colonial system
to the system of necolonialism The reasondr this was the ex
nomic reality that the direct colonial system favored the firearaf
the specific imperialist country that occupied the colony. But the
neccolony, because it has a national state, is consequently open to
USNA and transnational finaraticapital.

The history of the decadei-of t
nations of popular leaders, of intrigue, subversion and the tinleas
ing of the horrors of USNA military might against any patriotic
force that attempted to guide the asdlonial revolution onto the
path of real independence, that is, to socialism.

The USNA imperialists very well understood and understand
that a powerful wave of national liberation struggles would be the
inevitable result of the liberation of China and the defé#h® im-
perialists in Korea. As has happened before in history, thew@k
called into action to utilize the revolutionary spirit and salrifice
of the masses for their own ends. History will record how the blood
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of hundreds of thousandd éfrican and Asian fredom fighters
was utilized by USNA and transnational capital for the histogic d
feat of direct colonialism and the consolidation of -getonialism
and its chief sponsdrUSNA financial imperialism.

The truth,shown by these facts, is that the USNA imperialists
were perfectly willing to shift their political tactics to conform to
the changing economic situation.

per manent friends, only permanent
This truth also emergéddom the approach of the government to
theNegrgpeopl ebs nati onal l i beration

Ever since the recession of 1948 there has been an increasing
flight of industry from the North to the Soutlhe reasons fohis
were the great quantities of freslater, raw materials and the uno
ganized, hard working, poverstricken labor force that resided in
the South. However, it sooredame clear that it would be impéss
ble to fully exploit the labor in the South so loag the law
written and unwritted effectively kept the Negrout of industry.
Thus, there unfolded a second edition of the tragedy of reconstru
tion. The moral force, the physical energy, the democraticaaspir
tions of the Negro people werenigally directed by the Kennedy
and Johnsomdministrations to achieve the goals of the financiers.
That goal was to create the legal and social conditions to
proletarianize the Negro. One by one the laws of segregation were
struck down. Also struck down were the scores of Negro leaders
who understood the trap into which the Negro movement was being
led. No one can doubt the economic and social advance of a large
sec¢ion of the Negro people as a result of the movement of the
19600s. But the historic result
industrial exploitation of thenillions of Negro toilers who heret
fore had been excluded from the industrial life of the South.

To complete the picture it should be clear that the Wall Street
rulers of the Soutllo not need laws to enforce segregation. The
most liberal northern city testifies to this. On the other hand, our
historical examples show us thahile the designs of the capitalists
for the South cannot be achieved without arousing the deep-dem
cratic aspirations of the Negpeople, the imperialists never allow
these aspirations and the movement to get out of hand. Once the
desiredgoals are achieved, the imperialists unleash an-ede
terror to prevent the mement from going too far. The dramatic
resurgence of the Ku Klux Klan and the other fascist movements
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testify that the reaction is now underway.

There can be no questidmt the Negrpeop | e 6s nat i on:

ation movement (including the movement of the Negro national
minority workers) has opened the gates of theidist revolution.

The Negro workers to the extent that they occupy the strategic pos
tion of the unskilled basic workers will radicalize the majority of the
working class. In order to attack the Negro workers, the government
is going to have to attack and beconméangled with the majority

of the working class. The position of the Negro workerstrgtegic

and they will not fail. History will record the stirring of the Negro
proletariatas the beginning of the American Socialist revolution. In
this historic truth is the fundamental significance of the task of co
structinga Maxist-Leninist Communist Party. The only course for
revolutionaries today is to link the struggle of the Negro masses to
the difficult task of building and strengthening such a Party. The
Negro movement has been a catalyst taativate the whole obge

tive process of the revolution. That task can be completed only by
consolidating the Marxidteninist conscious expression of thésu
conscious revokionary process.
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CHAPTER FOUR
NATIONAL EVOLUTION AND THE NEGRO NATION

History shows that nationdid not always exist. Society tra
elled a long and complicated road of developmesfibre nations
appeared.

A nation is not merely a historical category but s hi
torical cdaegory belonging to a definite epoch, the epoch of
rising capitalism. Theprocess of elimination of feudalism
and the development of capitalism is at the same time a
process of the constitution of people into nati¢i)s

In the formation of nationghe bourgeoisie played the leading
role. The ckef problem for a young bourgeoisie is the problem of
the market. Its aim is to sell its goods and to emerge victorious from
competition with the bourgeoisie of another nationality. Hence, its
desire to secure its fown,lee its f
first school in which the bourge
With the #Adiscoveryo of the HfAnew
and voluntary, involving millions of people of different colors)-la
guages and customs, took place. Theseigrants, alog with the
native Indian peoples, were basic productive forces that laid the
basis for new nations to be formed.

The nationgthat exist today in the Western Hemisphere have
travelled a long road since their wars of national liberation.riBhe
tions of Mexico, Brazil, and Angiédmericaall waged wars against
| the Spanish, Parjuese and English colonial governments, r
spectively. These reslutionary wars of independence were led by
the rising young bageoisie of theseaw nations.

In the stage of imperialism natioage also formed. Imperialism
forces divergent people together; it compels them to take a common
language, usually the language of the imperialists; to develop a
common ecoomic life; and to live in a common territory. Fox-e
ample, African countries had their boundaries drawn by Britain,
France, Belgium, Germany, and the imperialists of the USNA as
they struggled for and divided the spoils among themselves-Me
bers of the sam tribes found themselves belonging to different
countries due to arbitrary lines drawn on maps. As time pas®ed, th
se peoples came to consider themselves members of partiaular n
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tions rather than members of a particular tribe. In the stage bf cap
talist imperialism, the leading role in the struggle for national éiber
tion has to be played by the working class of that nation. The tiny
bourgeoisie is too weak, too compromised and too tied to property
to effectively struggle against imperialism. The daysh& bou-
geoisie leading the struggle for national liberation are long over. It
can be seen from the example of Algethat unless the working
class is in the lead of the national liberation struggle the most that
can be achieved is a nedonial status.

The majority of the noisovereign nationgre under the ee
nomic control of USNA imperialismThe three nations under the
direct economic and paldal control of USNA imperialism are
Puerto Rico the NegroNation and the Philippines. The national
liberation of these oppressed nations will not be on the order of the
previous bourgeois revolutions. &g national liberation struggles
will be led bythe proletariat, with political independence amd s
cialism as the only and necessary aim.

In the USNA the main question facing any revolutionary party
is whether it understands the role of the Ngugaple. Most parties
and groupings in the SNA evaluate the Negro people either as one
homogeneous masel ef afiil ampear all
suffering from fleadsthespatk i distortieg CP |
the historical development of the Negro Natidheir evaluation of
the oppression of the Negro people ranges from either denying the
existence of the Negro Nation altogether and naming the source as
individual subjective fAraci smo i
workers to saying that the root of tbep pr essi on n-s du
completion of the bour geoHlasn rev
these incorrect evaluations, wrong tactiasnca help but develop.

The Communist Labor Partgkes as its startingoint the pos
tion that was taken by Lenisnd the Communist Internationgir-
ing the 192006s. Thaduestonismotairaten i s
guestion or a guon of a national minority, but a national question
and an integral part of the world colonial revolution. Basing ou
selves on the tehings of Marx Engels Lenin, Stalinand Mao
Tsetung fAwe must inevitably reach
determination of nationsieans the political semmtion of these a-
tions from alien national bodies, and the formation of an indkpen
ent national state. o(3)

Since there isanfusion concerning what is meant by a nation,
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we will give the definition developed by Stalin

A nation is a historically constituted, stable community
of people, formed on the basis of a common languagg, terr
tory, economic life, angsychological makeip manifested
in a conmon culture.(4)

In bourgeois wrjoingtatde amed mB1

used interchangeably. iRaceo i s
physical charactestics such as skin color, hair texé and size of
eyes, lips and nose. This term is very unscientific and has been used
by many bowgeois governments to suit their own purposes: e.g.,
Nazi Germany classified their Japanese allies as members of the
iAAryan Race. 0 The UcansAnd PledosRs i f i
cans as Caucasians. In Soutfrica, Japanese are classified as
Ahonorary whitesodo while Chinese
nationsbelong in the category of history, a state belongsercte-

gory of politics. A state is a political apparatus which one class uses
to oppress another cladshus we have slave states, feudal states,
capitalist states and socialist states. A state is not necessaaly a n
tional state. States are also multinadib the USNA, the USSR and
the Peopleds Republic o4 China

An Historically Evolved People

The Negropeople are historically as well as ethnically distinct
from their African, AngleEuropeanor Indian ancestors. They were
formed from diverse backgrounds as can be seen in the various
groupings here and in Africa. From the different peoples which
were at different stages of economic development and had different
languages, gods and Itwral backgrounds emerged a people with a
common Negro natimlity forged by centuries of chattel slavery in
North America. The lash and the slave pen, the auction block and
the breeding farm were the melting pot from which emerged the
Negro people.

When the African slaves were brought to this country, they
were broken in spirit. One tribal grouping was preferred for tie co
tonfields, another for the cane fields, another for artisan work. Both
tribal temperament and statuwere involved.

This process of being fAbroken
for all the African people that came to the Aman colonies. The
Negropeople are a mixture of these tribal groupings with midéh
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HEWLETT & BRIGHT.

FALEABLE

SLAVES,

(On account of departure)

The Owner of the following named and valuable Slaves,
being on the eve of departure for Europe, will cause the
same to be offered for sale, at the NEW EXCHANGE,
corner of St Louis and Chartres streets, on Saturday,
May 16, at Twelve o'Clock, viz.

1. SARAH. a mulatress, aged 45 sears. a good cook and aceustomed lo
Bouse work in general, is an excellent and faithful nurse for sick persons, anil in evers reapeet & firs! rate charseter

2. DENNIS. her son. a mulaflo. aged rars, & first ook and stew-

ard for & vessel. having been in that coparity for mans vears an board ane of the Mobile packets; is strictls hanest. temperate,
and & first rate subject

3. CHOLE. a mulatress

the mast compeient servant:
wishes 8 bousekeeper she
iy,

ged 36 he without execplion. one of
far a bachelor wbe

Nirth in that capac.

VOArs, i

4. FANNY. her daughter. a mulatress. aged 16 vears. speaks French and

English, is 8 suprrior hairdresser. (pupil of Guilliae,) 4 good wamsiress and ladies’ maid, is smart, intelligent, snd » st
rate charseter

5. DANDRIDGE, a mulatoo, aged 26 vears. a first rate  dining-room ser-
vant. a good painter and rough rarpenter. and has but few equals far haaests aud sobriets

6. NANCY, his wile. aged about 24 years. a confidential house <ervant,
prod seametress, mantwamaker and tailorss,  pood rook, washer and iromer, oie

7. MARY ANN, her child. a creole. aged 7 sears. speaks French  and
English, is smart, active and intelligrat

8. FANNY or FRANCES, a mulatress. aged 22 vears. is a first rate
washer and ironer, good rook and house servant. and has an exeellent charscier

9, EMMA, an orphan, aged 10 or 11 vears

has been in the country 7 years, has been arenstomed 1o waiting on table,

speaks French and English,

i imtelligent and active.

10. FRANK. a mulatto, aged about 32 sears speaks French and  English,

in & first rate hostler and coachman, undersiands perfectly well the mansgement of horses. o
14

in, in every respect, n first
rute characier, with the exeeption that he il secasionally drink. though not an habi

rehased by their present
Lardies presceibed by law, save
el

£ Al the above named Slaves are wcclimated and exeellent

vemdor many years ago, and will -

and exeept FRANK, wha is fully o
'I'l'l!l\.—ﬂu-hdf half in nates at Sis

Vendor, with special he . final pasment T

WELL, Notary Public, st rlw expense of the Purchaser.

every ather reapect bu

endorsed 1o the satisfaction of the
of Sale 10 be passedt hefars BULIAM BOS:

New-Orleans, May 13, 1835.

Source: Langston Hughes & Milton Meltzer, A Pictorial History of the Negro in America
(New York: Crown Publishers, Inc., 1956)

Source: Langston Hugh& Milton Meltzer, A Pictorial History of the
Negroin America (New York: Crown Publishers, Inc., 1956)
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and AngleEuropearstrain very noticable. The latter strain is due
primarily to the winlesale rape of &ro women.

Around the edges of slavery was the poor Anfghoerican mi-
nority who wrung a living from the poorer soil overlooked by the
planter. They worked as sharecroppers, as guards, or sometimes as
whip hands. Generally their life was a little better than the slaves.
Their destinies then as now were conditioned by the struggle and
conditions of the Egro masses.

A Stable Community of People

The migration of Negrgpeople durng t he 19206s

World War Il years to the Angldmerican Nationis a point always
raised by fclever Marxistso to

-

C

s h

Nation These fhstlewvdededMarwith bpercenit

solute numbers. From 1860 to 1960 the percentage of Negroes to
Anglo-Americans in the Souths a region declined from 36% to
20%. In fact, in the period from 1940 to 1963 the South lost
3,300000 Negroes. These figures serve as the basis for all the
claims the reisionists make concerning the stability of the Negro
people. Well, let us look at some other figures.

More than five million Irish have immigrated to the USNA,
most of them coming durg the period of the Potato Famine ia-Ir
land Just because only four million remain, does this spell the end
of the Irish nation? Of course not! Only a fool would reasonrethe
wise. In the entire Soutfthat regim south of the Masoebixon
line) the Negrgpopulation has shown a relative decline in percen
age in relation to Angld\merican, but there has been a stable and
absolute yeaby-year growth of the Negro palation. In 18®,
there were roughly four million Negroes in the South; in 1910 about
nine million and in 1960 eleven million.odlay, 52% of all Negro
people live in the South, roughly 15 million.

In the NegroNation, or that area whicincludes the Black Belt
and economically connected areas, there remain more than five mi
lion Negroes; and the ocutigration from this area has ceased. In
fact, since 1966 the Bureau of the Census has noted (in a special
study) a defirte trend toward immigration into the Negro Nation.
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NEGRO POPULATION IN THE SOUTH

Total NegroPopulation Negro%
STATE 1860 1910 1960 1970 1860 1970
Delaware 21,621 31,181 60,68¢ 78,27¢ 19.2 13.1
Maryland 171,13: 232,25( 518,41C 701,34] 24.¢ 171
D.C. 14,31¢ 94,44¢ 411,737 537,717 19.1 711
Virginia 548,90° 671,09¢ 816,25¢ 865,38§ 34.4 18.€
W. Virginia ~ --------- 74,17: 89,317 73,93] --—--- 4.2

No. Carolina  361,52: 697,84 1,116,02: 1,137,64{ 36.4 20.
So. Carolina  412,32( 835,83« 827,291 789,04] 58.6 304

Georgia 465,69¢ 1,176,98 1,122,56! 1,190,77¢ 44.1 25.¢
Florida 62,677  308,66¢ 880,13¢ 1,049,57{ 44.€ 154
Kentucky 236,167  261,65¢ 215,94¢ 241,297 20.C 7.4
Tennessee 283,01¢  473,08¢ 588,87¢ 631,69¢ 25.5 16.C
Alabama 437,77C 908,28 980,27: 908,241 454 26.€
Mississippi 437,40: 1,009,48 915,71 815,77( 55.2 36.7
Arkansas 171,25¢  442,89: 388,781 357,224 25.€ 18.F
Louisiana 350,37¢ 813,82« 1,039,20° 1,088,73{ 49.t 29.¢
Oklahoma 137,61: 153,98/ 177,901 ---- 6.9
Texas 182,92:  690,04¢ 1,187,12! 1,410,67] 30.2 12.€

The SOUTH 4,079,00t 8,749,000 11,311,60° 12,064,25 36.€ 19.2

Source: The American NegReference Book, John P. Daviad.

A Stable Community of Language

The Negrgpeopk have a community of tguage which is Eg
lish, the language of their oppressor nationerigvnation has its
language, but different natiordso n 6 t have ton-spea
guages. Brazil is a nation which speaks Portuguese, the langluage
its former oppressor. Mexico is a nation which speaks Spanish, the
language of its former opps%or.

A stable community of language is necessary because otherwise
it would be impossible to carry out a common economic life-Ev
ryone in the Negrdation communicates and carries out social and
economic intercourse with a common language.
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MAP C

Geographic Distribution of Slave Population, 1790, 18003880,
and 1860

Source: E. Franklin Frazier, The Negnathe United States (New
York: The Macmillan Company, 1957), Maps II, llI, IV, and V.
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EcotToN
ESSRICE
[CZ)SUGAR CANE
[ TOBACCO

COTTON AND
TOBACCO

B RICE & COTTON

LOCATION OF COTTON, SUGAR CANE
RICE & TOBACCO PLANTATION AREAS

a

Based on plantation census of 1910, supplemented by btaiaed in
special field invesgations, 19221, in the newer developedctiens.
(From United States Department of Agricult@elletin No.1269 "Re-

lation of LandTenure to Plartion Organizationby C. O. Brannen.

EACH SYMBOL REPRESENTS
TEN MILLION POUNDS OF A
STAPLE PRODUCT IN THE
CROP OF 1859 AS FOLLOWS

~o TOBACLO

3 COTTON

1. CANE SUGAR

Agricultural Production in the South, 1859
Source: James S. Allen, The Ne@aestion in the United States
(New York: International Publishers, 1936)
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MAP F

Cotton Production in 1930.
The outline of the 1930 Black Bedt also shown.
Source: James S. l&h, The Negrd@uestion in the United States
(New York: International Publishers, 1936)

The 1972 census reported that 52% of all Negroes lived in the
Southn What the census doesnéty rep
specific areas of the South. This area of Negwacentration is
within theonBBaekMBpl B) fABIl ack B
and fertile black soil that stretches 1,600 miles long and 300 miles
deep.

From Map C showing the distribution of the slaves from 1790
to 1860, it can be seen that the slaves were concentrated imipartic
lar areas due to the crop that was being cultivated. Map D shows the
crop distribution and Map E illustrates the location of the various
largescale plantations.

In 1664, Virginia and Maryland were producing twefite
million pounds of tobaccannually, and by 1770 Virginia wag-e
porting 100,000,000 pounds per year.

Rice was brought in from Madagascar in 1694 and befang lo
it was being cultivated widely inthe lelwy i ng | ands of
coasto of the Carolinas, Georgia

Indigo was introduced from the West Indies in 1743 and soon
became a paying crop.
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Sugarwas cultivated in Louisiana asarly as 1651, but it was

not until 1797 when the problem of crystallizing the cane juice into
sugarwas solved that the crop began to take on commerial i
portance.

Cottonwas planted in Jamestown as early as 1621, but owing to

the difficulty of cleansing out the seeds, it remained for more than a
century merely a garden plant. It was not until after the invention of
the cottongin in 1793 that cotton began its speatacdevelopment
and in its turn b dianacoreomyl kdamlgpo

seen from the maps that the distribution of crops corresponded with

the territory inhabited by the Negstaves.

Maps E and F show the concentration of cottod other crops

in 1930 and the concentrati@f Negroes. Quite a coincidence! Bui

the revisionists and chauvinists say that the stable population and
territory of Negroes has disappeared due to massive migration

north. Map B shows the concentration of Negemple in the South
in 1970. The breakdown by county shows unmistakably the stability
of Negroes in areas based primarily around the old plantations.

In the strictest sense, the limits of the Nelyabion are the lin-

its of the Black Beltand the surrounding area. But it is senseless to

discuss national boundaries without discussing the peripheral areas
that are economically dependent on them. Therefore, the historically

evolved territory of the Negro Nah is the Black Belt plus the su

rounding area that makes possible the economic and geographic

entity we call the Nation.
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Lenin points out:

But the national composition of the population is one
of the most important economic factorst the only one,
and not the most important. Towns, for example, play a
most important economic role under capitalism, and-els
wher® in Poland, Lithuania, in the Ukraine, in GreatsRu
sia and elsewher@ it is the towns that are mostly disti
guished for tkir mixed popudtions. To separate the towns
from the villages and areas which economically gravitate
towards them f ari onhael 6s afkaec toofr
absurd and impossible. Marxists, therefore, must not take
their stand entirely and exclusivey the national territor
al principle.

The solution to the problem indicated by the lasi-co

of
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ference advanced the foll owing
for. .. extensive regional auto
of course, but f or ndicorhpletethe r eg
democratic local seloverning and autonomous regions to
be defined (the borders of the present gubernias, uzezds,
etc.) but on the basis of the
the economic and social conditions and national compos
tionoft he popul ation etc. .. O

Here the national composition of the population is put
side by side with the other conditions (primarily economic,
then social, etc.) which must serve as the basis for defining
the new borders that will be suitable for modern capital
and not for bureaucracy and Asiatic barbarism. All these
conditions can be fully 6asse¢
population, and on the basis of this assessment the central
parliament of the state will define the borders of the
autonomous regions and thieits of the jurisdiction of
autonomous iets.(5)

Economic Community

Exchange between town and country indicates a commmn ec
nomic life. This economic life began developing before the Civil
War and was based on producing and exporting agriculturdt pro
ucts. During this period capitalism in the North was in a weak pos
tion due to the competition of the British for the Séuth mar k e t
The South supplied the raw materialtfoa) for the textile mills of
England whié it got back finished products, cheaper than if it had
bought them from the Northern Yankee bourgeoisie.

After the Civil War and the defeat of the Southern planters,
Northern capital began to penetrate the Sotlis was espeally
evident after the birth of USNA ingpalism and the crushing of
Reconstration in 1877. The major investment of Northern capital
during this time was in railroads. Wall Street had taken over the
Nashville Rdiroad during the @nomic crisis of 1873878. In
1893, J.P. Mmancreated the Southern Railroad out of the remains
of the Richmond and West Point Terminal Railroad. In 1907-Mo
gan took over Tennessee Coal and Iron and Railroad Company.
Northern capdl also invested heavily in lumber, coal, steel, tobacco
and iron production. In the | at

69



more iron than the whole nation was before the Civil War. Tée N
gro Nation whichisl ess t han 3% of odicéede wor |
55% of the iwl®28] dés cotton

USNA imperialismbegan to rature about 1880, and by 1900 it
was well developed. The political and economic life of the Negro
Nationwas subordinated to the needs of Argloerican monopoly
capital. The economic ties between town and country, along with
the common banking, credit and netary system which constituted
an economic commuty, were eforged by the overwhelming pe
er of Wall Street.

The social chauvinists (socialists in words, chauvinists in
deeds) have delighted in pointing out that the Neédgtion (Black
Beltand connet ed ar ea) does not &ave a
t e m. rdainhy¢ Brazil is controlled by USNA imperialisnThe
Brazilian economy is geared to and is part of the economy of the
USNA. According to revisionist logic, imperialism bysinature
destroysnatonby destraogtBegediempmic stru
continued existence of commonoaomic exchange in nations like
Brazil and the Negro Nation refute this chauvinist argument.

The indication ofedicommbdcce mro®m o
nomic communityo is the existence
classes in the Negmgationare the comprador bourgeoisie, national
bourgeoisie, peasantry (farmers) and the proletariat. However, in
orderto have a common economic life, or economic exchange, all
that is necessary is the proletariat and the peasantry. That indicates
exchange between town and country.

The comprador bourgeoisie is of historical necessity Negro
This is so becaasthe market of the comprador is ienjalism. The
comprador of the Negro Natidmas nothing to sell except thegpe
ple. The Negro majority will not follow an Angldmerican traitor.

That traitor has to be Negro the same manner that the comprador
of China had to be of the nationality of the majority of the Chinese.
Mobutcds treachery could not be carrtr

The comprador bourgeoisie is wholly an appendage ofrthe i
temational bourgeoisie, dependent upon imperialism for thei su
vival and growth. Representatives of this class are found in the cle
gy, in political life, in the governmental bureaucracy and the upper
stratum of the Negroollege community.

The most important section of this comprador class is ey
politicians. There were over 1,505 Negroes holding electivgpor a
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pointive positions in state, municipal or oy agencies in the
Southin 1975. These (ites ranged from mayors, state senators,

and sheriffs to library and community relations commissions.
Charles EversJulian Bong Walter Washingtorare a few of the
nationally known Ngro compradors, but there are also others more
powerful, e.g., Leroy Johnsoiccording toNewsweekmagazine,
AfJohnson, elected in 1962 as Geo
Recamstruction, is probably the most powerful black politician in

the South. He delivered the votes that elected Sam Massell as Atla
tads mayor ; he even wields denoug
dox. Blewsweekalso reported on John L.dCown a Negro bus
nessman in Hxock County, Georgia, who used government funds
and foundation grants to enginee
his full slate of candidates for county commissions and school board
swept into offie . 0 ( 6)

These comprador politicians are entirely dependent onmihe i
perialist government of the USNA. As the struggle of the Negro
people increases, this class will undoubtedly grow in order to-mai
tain, for the USNA imperialists, control ovére Negro Nation In
fact, there are already clear signs that the USNA imperialists are
laying the groundwork for this type of solution of the Negro matio
al colonial question. This is pointed out in the recent elections
where more thn 650 Negro lgislators and officials were elected in
the South In Alabama, voters elected two Negro candidates to the
state legislature, which has been all Arglmerican for nearly a
century. In Greenwab County, Alabama, an entire slate of Negro
legislators was elected. Alabama voters also elected four Negro
sheriffs and a probate judge. A Baltimordlege professor became
the first Negro ever to be elected tongmessfrom Maryland. In
anot her Maryland contest, a Negr

The Negraoourgeoisieincluding the comprador section, has its
historical roots among the freed slaves and house servants prior to
the Civil War. The freed slaves had a virtual monopoly of tlee m
chanical arts in the Soutl{For example, freed slaves made up
100,000 of the 125,000 artisans in the South at the end of the Civil
War . ) In 1860, t h en Néw @rleansfiowred o r e
property valued at $15 million. In Charleston, South Gaapl371
free persons of color including 13 Indians were paying taxes on real
estate valued at about $1 million.
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REGISTRATION RATES IN 11 SOUTHERN STATES,
19601970 (by perceny

State 1960 1964 1968 1970

Alabama 13.7 19.2 51.€ 64
Arkansas 38.C 40.4 62.€ 72
Florida 39.4 51.2 63.€ 67
Georgia 29.Z 27.4 52.€ 64
Louisiana 31.1 31.€ 58.¢ 62
Mississippi 5.2 6.7 59.¢ 68
N. Carolina 39.1 46.€ 51.c 55
S. Carolina 13.7 37.: 51.2 57
Tennessee 59.1 69.5 71.7 77
Texas 35. N/A 61.€ 85
Virginia 23.1 38.2 55.€ 61

SOUTHERN BLACK ELECTED OFFICIALS,

19641974

State 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1974
Alabama 11 1 7 5 24 14¢
Arkansas 33 15C
Florida 1 3 10 16 73
Georgia 2 10 6 3 21 137
Louisiana 3 7 27 37 14¢
Mississippi 1 28 29 191
N. Carolina 3 7 10 15¢
S. Carolina 7 4 11 11€
Texas 1 4 7 3 15 124
Tennessee 1 6 16 3 26 87
Virginia 6 5 6 7 24 63

Source: Ronald Walters, The Black Politician, in Current History,
Vol. 67, No. 399, November, 1974
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Today, the Negrdvourgeoisids based primarily around 37-i
surance companies, 40 savings and loan associations, and 20 banks
exceeding half a billion dollars of total assets. The Negmitalist
class is also rded in service industries (catering, maintenance),
eating and drinking establishments, funeral homes, cosmetig-man
facturing, gasoline stations, auto repair shops, barber and beauty
shops, real estate dealers, brokers and asnofeetail outlets. These
businesses serve primarily a market overlooked or not considered
profitable by big businessthe segregated Negro areas and meig
borhoods. Total assets of the fic
financially small but politicly significant $1 billion.

There are a handful of millionaires, and there is a fairly large
and growing number of prosperous families and individuals. In
1969, 1.6% of the Negroes in the Soh#d incomes of $10,000 or
more peryear, while 93.4% of the Southern population as a whole
had incomes under $10,000. That portion of this upper income str
tum living in the Negrd\ation does not feel the full effects of the
oppression of the Negro mass€key have good homes, expgée
cars, college educated children, yachts and country clubs.

The Negronational bourgeoisie traditionally has had a dwaal n
ture. On the one hand it has opposed monopoly capital because
Wall Street has never alled it to fully capture the vast Negro
marked or even the more lucrative parts of it. On the other hand,
the Negro national bourgeoisie has feared a confrontation with the
power of Wall Street capital.

Especially since 1965, the open and quite successftit tof
the government has been to create the conditions where the Negro
bourgeoisieaelies on the government to assist in the securing of the
market and the guamgeeing of profit through tax manipulation,
governmat funding and assistance from the giant corporations in
technical matters. Thené vi t abl e result of t h
policy has been to almost eliminate the difference between the two
wings of the Negro bageoisie. Consequently, both the comprador
and the national bageoisie have eliminated themselves from the
possibility of playing a leading role in the liberation struggles of the
Negro people.

During the 19506s and eaeby 19
national liberation movenm¢ was almost engty in the hands of
the Negro bourgeoisieThis can be seen from the demands that
were made at that time. Desegregation and integration, to the extent
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that they took place, had a different meaning for the Négro-
geoisie than for the é&gro proletariat For the Negro workers, the
gains had to be limited to the position of the Angloerican m-

nority workers. But for the Negro caglist, the sky was the limit.

The Negro bourgeoisie could not fight alone, it had to have the
muscle represented by the working class. Therefore, demands dear
to the working class were raised, and in some cases gains were won
by hard fighting and bloodshed. In such struggles, no matter wha
their color or nationality, the workers do the fighting and dying
while the bourgeoisie reaps the profits. This was one of the reasons
the struggle was acceptable to the imperialists and, in somednstan
es, commenced and supported by them.

The Negraational working class includes the Anglmerican
minority workers. Histdcal development places the proletariat of
the Negro people as the vanguard of the working class in the Negro
Nation They havebeen raising and will continue to raise demands
which are fundamentally in opposition to capitalist rule. The Negro
proletariathas grown rapidly since 1947, as ramricultural en-
ployment increased by 75% between 1946 and 19€@teilsouthas
a region. This compares with a 38.2% increase for the continental
USNA, and eflects the influx of profithungry industries since the
end of W. W. Il. Of the more than 7 million proletarians working in
the manufactting, contract, construction and transportation sxdu
tries of the South, nearBA2million are concentrated in and around
the Negro Nation. Over 50% of these proletarians are Negro and in
1960 more than 60% of all employed Negroes were employed in the
Souh. The vanguard of the Negro working class is concentrated in
the heavy industrial and transportation sectors of the economy, but
recent years have also seen those workers employed in public se
vices and farm labor take a leading role in the class straddhe
Negro Nation and the South as a region.

The leadership of the Neggeople is shifting from the bou
geoisie to the proletariat. This has further radicalized the Negro
peoplebs struggl e. In 1967, the
Negro workers, but included a large number of Angtoericans.

This strike developed such unity that the Chief of Police said that

N

ithe whites and blacks were fight

lice and scabs. The vanguard of thegkb working class also led
the big hospital strikes in Atlanta, Georgia and Charleston, South
Carolina, in 1969. From 1968 through 1970 militant strikes bi¢ san
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tation workers throughout the South signaled the rising class co

sciousness of the Negro proletaridduring a 1968 strike, Martin

Luther King Jr., an gponent of norviolence and a tool of USNA

imperialism was forced to go South to channel theiggle of the

striking sanitation worok emg 0o0nmtoa
We can see from the mass uprisings across the Axglerican

Nationand in the Negrdlationt hat-viobanced as a

has been completely discredited and rejected by the Negro masses.

It now remains for the CLP to unite and organize the Negre@prol

tariatas the vanguard of the Negro national liberation gteugllied

with the worl dos colonial -mass:é

American proletariatOnly in this way can independence armt S

cialism be won.

Peasantny® Anchor of the Nation
No nation can exist without a peasantstabilize it in oned-
cale. Stalinpoints this out in his criticisms of Bauer for his wrong
view on a AJewi sho Nation:

...Among the Jews there is no large and stable stratum
connected with the land, which would naturally rivet the
nation togeher, serving not only as its framework but also
as a national mket.(7)

Agriculture was the basic purpose for the importation of-Afr
can slaves into the American colonies. By 1850, some 2.8 million
slaves lived within the confines of the cottkingdom, working on
farms and plantations. Of these, 1.8 million were engaged in cotton
cultivation, with the remainder being used to raise tohagoeand

sugarcane.
Emancipation and reconstrignt did not radically alter the éd
grodbs role in agriculture, partic

participate in the postvar homesteading movement. After 1865,
Negro farm workers were the main source of cheap labor far cult
vating the agcultural products of the Soutin 1890, 25 years after
the Civil War, 65% of all employed Negroes in the South were
farmers or farm laborers. By 1920, Negro farm operators numbered
915,595 in the South. In 1965, about 9% &fNegro workersn-
cluding women were primpally in agriculture compared to 6% of

all Anglo-American workers.
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NUMBER, ACREAGE AND VALUE OF FARMS OPERATED
BY NEGROES IN THE SOUTH:
1959, 1950 and 1920

Number of farms

Land in farms
(Thousand acres)

Tenure of
opestor 1959 1950 1920 1959 1950 1920
Total 265,62 559,09( 922,914 13,901 26,27% 41,31¢
Full owners 89,74¢ 141,48. 178,55 5577 8,391 11,95(
Part owners 37,53¢ 51,86« 39,03] 3,10¢ 3,72¢  2,12¢
Managers 29C 239 1,77( 351 347 36¢
All tenants 138,04¢ 365,50¢ 703,55§ 4,86¢ 13,81t 26,874
Cash 14,85 39,56z 100,274 784 2,097 4,011
Share cash 2,40¢€ 5,65€ 8,207 144 271 272
Crop share 31,71« 95461 176,71 1,41C 4,424  7,81%
Livestock share 946 1,736 73 136
Croppers 73,387 198,057 333,71 1,88C 5,54C 10,141
Others and 14,74C 25,03t 84,64¢ 576 1,34€  4,63¢
unknown
Average Acres per farm Average value of farms ($
1959 1950 1920 1959 1950 1920
52.2 47.C 444 6,24C 2,79z 2,414
Full owners 62.1 59.3 66.9 6,25t 3,06z 2,561
Part owners 82.7 71.8 549 9,43¢ 4,16t 2,241
Managers 1211.( 14511 207.9 107,07: 43,661 12,16¢
All tenants 35.2 37.8 38.4 5284 2464/ 2,352
Cash 52.€ 53.C 40.0 4,29¢ 2,021 2,01¢
Share cash 60.C 47.S 331 8,297 353z 3,66¢
Crop share 44.F 46.3 442 6,88C 2,90€ 2,76t
Livestock
share 77.1 78.E 11,587  4,90¢
Croppers 25.€ 28.C 304 4,80¢ 2,311 2,19C
Others and
unknown 39.1 53.8 54.4 4,166 2,26€ 2,397

Source: 1959 Census of Agriculture, Volume II.
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From the above chart, we can see the variousif&taéibns
among Negrdarmers An analysis of the conditions and attitudes of
the various categories can be found in Mao Tsétuhgalysis of
Classes in Chinese Societynd Lenid €apitalism in Agriculture.

Negroowners (full and part) numbered 127,000 and controlled
8.7 million acres of land in 1959. That is a little more than 13,000
square miles, an area the size of Connecticut, &hssetts and
Rhode Island ambined. The vast majority of Negro farmensthe
USNA today are in the tolbao and cottorcountry of eastern North
and SouthCarolina and the cotton belt lying 50 miles naatid 75
miles south of Memphis, Tenssee.

Cotton, tobacco and fiot her field crop:
Southern Negrdarms opere d a't the commerci a
field cropso consi st pri ncaltypal |
farms in North Carolina and Georgia. In the fall of 1959, 56% of the
commercial size farms run byelyroes were cottofarms. In Arkan-
sas, 94% of all commercial farmers were cotton specialists in 1959.

There has been a trend, devebbpleiring and after World War
I, that prolonged the role of Negroes in agriculture. This was the
rise of cigarette smoking. Much of the tobacsed was grown only
in the South predominantly in sections where mahlegrofarmers
were already present. The average Negwoed farm was well
suited to tobacco, which was grown strictly by hand and animal
labor. Tobacco growing did not require much land. Between 1910
and 1945, the numbef Negro tobacco gmers rose from 42,000
to 91,000. Negro operated farms growingeacco account for 18%
of all cigarette tobacco grown, whereas 10% of all coit@s
grown by Negro operated cotton farms (1959). Of the princigal ci
arettetype (fluecured) tobacco, Negro farmers accounted for 25%
of the crop.
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There has been a steady ea#irdecline in the numbers of the
Negropeasantry. This #fAfleeing the
that the revisionist CPFUSAnd ot her Al eftisto ¢
Aprovedo the di sappealhesersaeoldeyh t he
ing that #Afigures dondt | ie, but
the Anglo-Americen chauvinists do in describing the process of
Negroes leaving the farms for the urban areas. When Marxists an
lyze any social process, they always study it inntsrirelationship
with other processes.

The first massive migratdipan of
pears to have started about 1915 and to have continued at a high rate
during mos of the next ten years. S&ral factors were responsible
for this migration. One reason was the boll weevil, a beetle which
lays its eggs in cottoballs and whose larvae consume the cotton,
had entered southern Texas from Mexico in theD18% . By 192
had spread over the entire Cotton Belt. The boll weevil caused great
panic as millions of acres of cotton were heavily damaged and pr
duction fell. The setions most susceptible to damage were those
with heavy slowwarming soils, such as ithe Black Beltof Ala-
bama, where the majority of farmers were Negroes. In these se
tions, cotton never regained its prominence, and thousands-of N
groes emigrated as the landlords returned to livestock and dairying.

In the rdling Piednont country of Georgia and South Caroling, s
vere erosion and soil depletion added to the problem and impelled
other thousands to leave or look for industrial work.

PERCENTAGE OF COTTON HARVEST
BY MACHINE AND BY HAND

AREA 1950 1957 1962
SOUTH (ExcepfTexas& Oklahoma)

Machine 1% 11% 55%
Hand 99% 89% 45%
TEXAS & OKLAHOMA

Machine 11% 38% 78%
Hand

89%  62% 22%

This chart also indicates the growth of the big industrial farm and the
dying away of the small family type farm in the Sauth
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In the years just prior to World War I, the future character of
cottonfarming in the USNA became noticeable. In the northern part
of the Mississippi Delta country, hundreds ofiget people were
Aitract or e on plantdtigns. Milles wereardplaced bycira
tors and vast numbers of families were displaced. In the saiire per
od, the mechanical cotton picker was being developed and it was
obviously only a matter of time before it would befpeted.

The major factor indting migration from the Soutiwvas the
First World War. Immigration of &opeans to the USNA, which
had been bringing more than a million persons a year to Northern
industrial cities, was cut off. The war, even before direct USNA
iinvol vement, 0 brought new demand:
industries. Industries which had been providing hundreds aof tho
sands of jobs each year for new immigrants now had this cheap |
bor supply cut off during a period of great demand for labor.yMan
firms not only discovered the Negpoletariat but sent out labor
recruiters to the South to encourage Negroes to come north. Many
Negroes who made the move encouraged friends aativesl to
join them. Other fetors responsible for driving Negro feers off
the land and into the cities were the increased use of synthetie mat
rial and the cheaper cottamported from Egypt and Pakistan. In
addition, cutbacks in tobacgroduction have been responsible for
forcing many Negroes out of commercial farming.

We can see from these factors that the Nemgrasantry has
been on the decline. mBdtoNegrhess phe
alone.
Migration of Ando-Americans from Southern farms during the
decade of the 19606s is estimated
Negroes was 63%. From the various charts, we see the number of
Negrofarmersdiminishing whereas the number of Negro faraa |
borers has been growing. A Negro rural proletariat has been created.
In April, 1950, the South s 392, GAnericaA hirgd farm
workers had declined to 308,000 while hired Negro farm werker
had increased to 311,000. For the first time Negroes made up over
half of the Southdéds farm wage wor
farmers comprise only ormxth of all farmers, Negro workers
make up fully onéhalf of all farm wage workers.

From thesedcts it can be seen that even though the number of
Negro farmershas declined, the number of rural proletarians has
increased. There remains today a stable, though small, population of
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Negroes based primarily around fangn In addition, it should be
mentioned that there are within the Black Baka approximately
one million Al andless peasant so
not for the most part included in commercial agricultural statistics.
These people survive off welfare, pdirhe jobs and small gardens.

Joseph Stalipoi nt ed out that n. . .aft
is the basi s, the quintessence
words, the question of territognd land edistribution is a key &
pect of the national question. The size of the peasantry is not the
primary factor. As long as a peasantry exists, a nation will remain
anchored to a given territory. This fact in turn means that #he n
tional question caonly be settled by the liberation and redistrib
tion of the lands worked by the oppressed farmers, wage laborers
and | andless peasant sat iwhm. @r @e t th
no progressive person would deny that thesprethdence of Puerto
Rico can only come about through some form of land redistribution,
and the ratio of peasants to workers in that country is only one to
twenty-six.

As shown above, a relatively
holds the NegrdNationto a general area embracing thousands of
square miles of territory. Like the Puerto Rican national colonial
guestion, the Negro nationallonial question can only be solved by
a return of the land to the people who have toiled over icent-
ries. In the Negro Nation this land redistribution will demand a
combination of state farms and cooperative enterprises in order to
best meet the needs of the people under the conditions of modern
mechanized agriculture.

It should be added that this era of moribund capitalisman
tional liberation and the redistribution of land can only be meco
plished by a united front of workers and peasants under theeade
ship of a Marxist_eninist party.

Community of Culture
Stalin points out that apart from the wwonunity of language,
territory, and economic life,

one must take into consideration the specific spiritual
complexion of the people constituting a nation. Natiofs di
fer not only in their conditions of life, but also in spidatu
complexion, which manifests itself in peculiarities &-n
tional culture.
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Negro people have a distinct national character due to their
common history of slavery, segregation and national oppression.
This common background of slavery merdked slaves into a sh
tinct people before the rise of the Negro Natibhe slavery, segrF
gation and discrimination based on color created the conditions for
a common culture. This historical factor, the basis for the commun
ty of cultue, shows us that the Anghmerican minority of the
Negro Natiod although an integral part of that Natébrrannot be
other than a minority of the Negro Nation because the root and base
of the Negro Nation was the slaves in the plaation areas.

The motivating force which has produced this common culture
is the historical fact of slavery. From the days of the plantation, the
Negropeople were bound together in a special way by the common
experience of chattel slaveryhi§ exploitation and oppression-e
cluded them from the culture of the Anghanerican Nation and
forced them to create their own culture. The original diversity of
tribal cultures, which their forefathebsought over with them from
Africa was mostly stamped out under the fierce pressures of slavery,
although some traces still persist. Many Negro women still wrap
their heads in styles that are definitely African in origin. This-cu
tom developed in order tkeep the hair clean from the dirt in the
field and the lice and ticks of the slave quarters. Today, this custom
still continues even though modern silk scarves are used.

The development of music, literature, poetry and all of #ie a
pects of a national chacter which become manifested in a distin
tive culture bear the imprint of the oppression of the Negaple
and their struggle against xthe sl
ampl e, the present day fdsoul mu s i
traced back to slave times. The soul of the African slave spoke to all
men through the fsorr otesthatthgs. 0 V
Negro folksong is the sole North American masiti t st i | | re
as the singular spiritual henifa of the nation and the greatest gift of
t he Negr 610pTmygh thesedsongs of their oppression
and dreams of a better life came the articulate message of the slave
to the world. These songs were transmitted primarily through the
vehicle of the dgro churchDuBois states:

The music of Negreeligion is that plaintive rhythmic
melody with its touching minor cadess, which, despite
caricature and defilement, still remains the most original
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and beautiful expressiocof human life and longing yet born

on American soil. Sprung from Afran forests, where its
counterpart can still be heard, it was adapted, changed and
intensified by the tragic soul life of the slaves, until, under

the stress of law and whip it becathe one true expse

sion of a peopledbs(lorrow, des

This music was unique to the Neg¥ationbecause it was produced
under the particularly brutal experience of slavery and the post
reconstruction natial oppression under fascism.

Music is one aspect of Negrulture that hasnfluenced and
penetrated Angldmericm cul ture as no et her
bution to music was thewention of the violin, xylophone, harp
flute, zither, guitar and some sources say also the tambourine. When
African slaves arrived in the new world they improvised a new m
sic based around the slave work songs and spirituals which voiced
their sufferings and asjpiions. The banjo, which wasvented by a
slave, was the basingtrument for the riverboat songs. Many of the
songs on the watigont were originated by the Negro stevedores,
although Stephen Fosteeceived credit for many by pultisg
them in his name. The evolution of Negro music has passed from
Aspiritual so to blues, popul ar (
with each category having its own variations.

Negromigrations north had great influence on the musithé
Anglo-American Nation, and told of the different type of hardships
Negroes met in the large urban centers. Negro music in the Anglo
American Nation has gone through a transformation from a merging
of Negro and AngleAmerican musical idioms. This has produced
artists like the Chambers Brothedmi Hendrix Sly and the Fam
ly Stone and the Fifth Dimensiawith both Negro national mority
and AngleAmericans as their audiences. Many Anglmerican
musicians have become famous by trying to imitate Negrd-mus
cians and entertainers: Al Jols&tephen FosteElvis Pesley and
Tom Jonesfor example. The Beatlesere honest in saying that
Negro music was the inspiration for many of their songs. They
proved this by going to Tennessee to study Negro mutsdal
niques.

Negro literature and folk tales have a rich kgmound in the
experiences of the slaves. Animal stories which were very popular
in Africa went through a transformation in the new world due to the
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different animals and environmeih. the African prototypes of the
Negro tales the heroes were generally the jackal, the harerthe to
toise and the spider. The African jackal survived as the North
American fox, the African hare as the North American rabbit, and
the African tortoise as thdorth American drnjland tutle. As a vi-
lain the African hyena was replaced by the North Aoczewolf, but
that role is sometimes assigned to the fox or the bear.

These animal tales and folk stories are remembered in Uncle
Remus and Brer Rabbit storieddtdoy Joel Chandler Harri©Other
Negrol i t erature includes stories on
dreamso) , preacher and the devil
ballads (e.gJohn Hery), street cries and blues.

Negro customs such as national cuisine (soul food) and rel
gious life are very distinct from that in the Angdanerican Nation
It can be seen today thatthe cusmrh eating pigsdé fee
blackeyed peas, greens, yams, and chitterlings are all associated
with the region of the Soutlparticularly the Negro Nation

ASoul , 0 this el usi ethanghe basona nc e,
characteristic of the Negnoeeople. The dynamics of Negro culture
have always been an integral part of the continuous struggle to gain
the posture of a free people.

In conclusion, it should be pointed out that a natide &very
other historical phenomenon, is subject to the law of change, has its
history, its beginning and its end. It should also be remembered that
none of the abovdiscussed characteristics of Negationhood is by
itself sufficient to pove the existence of a nation. On the other hand,
as Stalirpointed out, it is sufficient for a single one of the charasteri
tics to be absent and the nation would cease to &oa.n
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CHAPTER FIVE
MARXISM AND THE NATIONAL COLONIAL QUESTION

Joseph Stalinemains today the leading Mdst-Leninist theoret
cian on the national colonial question. We offer in this short section
a summary of the position of Marxisbeninism on this question.

Thethird pointis the dsclosure of the organic conte
tion between the national and colonial question and the
guestion of the rule of capital, of overthrowing capitalism,
of the dictatorship of the proletariat. In the epoch of the S
cond International, the national atien, narowed down to
the extreme, was usually regarded as an isolated question,
unrelated to the coming proletarian revolution. It wagtaci
ly assumed that the national question would be settled
Anaturally, o before the prolet
seriesof reforms within the framework of capitalism; that
the proletarian revolution could be accomplished without a
radical settlement of the national question, and that, on the
contrary, the national question could be settled without
overthrowing the rule o€apital, without, and before, the
victory of the proletarian revolution. That essentially @np
rialist view runs like a red thread through the vkelbwn
works of Springer and Bauer on the national question. But
the past decade has exposed the utter falsidyrottenness
of this concetion of the national question. The imperialist
war has shown, and the revolutionary experience of recent
years has again confirmed that:

1) the national and colonial questions are inseparable
from the question of emancipatifnom the rule of capital;

2) imperialism (the highest form of capitalism) cannot
exist without the political and economic enslavement of the
unequal ationsand colonies;

3) the unequal natiorend colonies cannot be libezdt
without overthrowing the rule of capl;

4) the victory of the proletariat cannot be lastinghwit
out the liberation of the unequal naticersd colonies from
the yoke of imperialism.

If Europe and America may be called the front or the
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arena of the major battles between socialism and inlperia

ism, the unequal natiorand colonies, with their raw et

rials, fuel, food and vast store of mpower, must beer

garded as the rear, the reserve of imperialism. To win a war

it is necessary not only to triumph at the front, but also to
revolutionise the enemyaés rear,
tory of the world proletarian reuation may be regarded as

assured only if the proletariat is able to combine its own
revolutionary strugglevith the liberation movement of the

labouring masses of the unequal nations and the colonies
against the rule of the imperialists and for the dictatorship

of the prol et ar irbdkedbyltheilege At r i f | ¢
ers of the Second and Tvemda-Half Internationals, who

divorced the national and colonial gtien from the qus-

tion of power in the epoch of growing proletarian revol

tion in the West.(1)

Stalinfurther spelled out the relationship between proletarian
revolution and the rnimnal and colonial gqugion in hisFoundations
of Leninism:
... In solving the national question Leninism proceeds from the
following theses:

a) the world is divided into two camps: the camp of a
handful of civilized nationswhich possesfinance capital
and exploit the vast majority of the pogiibn of the globe;
and the camp of the oppressed arpl@ted peoples in the
colonies and dependent countries, which constitute that m
jority;

b) the colonies and the dependent countries, opgdess
and exploited by finance capital, constitute a vast reserve
and a very important source of strength for imperialism;

c) the revolutionary struggle of the oppressed peoples
in the dgpendent and colonial countries against imperialism
is the only road thaleads to their emancipation fronp-o
pression and expl@ition;

d) the most important colonial and dependent countries
have already taken the path of the national liberation
movement, which cannot but lead to the crisis of world
capitalism;

e) the interestof the proletarian movement in the-d
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veloped countries and of the national liberation movement
in the colonies call for the union of these two forms of the
revolutionary movement into a common front against the
common enemy, against imperialism;

f) the victory of the working class in the developed
countries and the liberation of the oppressed peoples from
the yoke of imperialism are impossible without the- fo
mation and the consolidation of a common revolutionary
front;

g) the formation of a common revolatiary front is
impossible unless the proletariat of the oppressor nations
renders direct and determined support to the liberation
movement of the oppressed peoples against the imperialism
of its Aown country, oitbper fAno
presses ofEhgely; nati onso

h) this support implies the upholding, defence amd i
plementation of the slogan of the right of natit@msecs-
sion, to independent exéce as states;

i) unless this slogais implemented, the union andl<€o
laboration of nationsvithin a single world economic sy
tem, which is the material basis for the victory of woidd s
cialism, cannot be brought about;

j) this union can only be voluntary, arising on the basis
of mutual confidence and fraternal relations among- pe
ples(2)
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EX-SLAVE WITH A LONG MEMORY, ALABAMA, 1937

Source: The Womanb6s Eye [Photo:
(New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1973)
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CHAPTER SIX

THEORETICAL DEVIATIONS ON THE NEGRO
NATIO NAL C OLONIAL QUESTION

Of the many current viewpoints on the national colonialsgque
tion in the United States of North America, most deviate in one of
two basic ways from a scientific analysis, i.e., from a Marxist
Leninist position. The general and primary tygfedeviation is a-
tional chauvinismthe other is regionary cultural nationalism.

Chauvinism is linked to imperialism and as such maintains the
domination of one nation over another. The specific role of white
supremacyin the history of the USNA makes it inevitable that the
most aggressive and brutal specific form of national chauvirgsm
white chauvinismBut, by no means beeceived that thd national
chauvinism is never directed toward Andtaropeas. Any Eup-
pean will tell you otherwise. This even rubs off on Negdoss
they sometimes tend to slander or discriminate against other peoples
of other nationsWe have all observed this idiotic situation. What
we are trying to make clear is that the old white supremacy that ju
tified slavery was supplanted by national chauvinism.

The new ideology of aggressive imperialism of the USNA had
to assume certain fims of its forerunnér white supremacyBut it
would be politically dangerous for us not to see the difference.
White chauvinism is the leading andesiiic form of Anglo
American national chauvinismWhite chauvinism mvides the -
cuse for the brutal exploitation of the colored natiang peoples of
the world white chauvinisnis a form that the social bribery takes
to the AngleAmerican peple that prevents the unity of the Wer
ing class and has hampered the building of a party of the class.
White chauvinism is the principal ideology of aggressive USNA
fascism. In the USNA we always find the other principal fascist
ideology, anticommunism, tightly linked to and generally xe
pressed as white chauvinism. So we see that here in the USNA the
major ideological battle to be fought is against this fascist ideology.

Chauvinism is a concept that does away with class outlooks and
substitutes for sucbutlooks the national imperialist outlook. e
munism emphasizes the class struggle and class outlookspThe o
position to chauvinism of any type is the clarion call of the Third
I nternational, AWor ker s and Opp
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Uni t e. 0 Mthadonnectioh leetween these hostile, antag

nistic ideas? The connection between these antagonisms is imperia

ism itself. Imperialismwhile relying on chavinism, cannot help

but create the conditionsofthemd t he
Wor |l d, Unitedo a living realeity. T
ates the material conditions for the unity of the class. Imperialism

calls into existence a proletariat wherever it goes. It develops the
necessary means of communication. Evesugfimn imperialism has

to resort to the tactics of bribery in atteing to achieve national

unity against the colonial workers, it cannot succeed. In the final
analysis, imperialism unites first the colonial workers and, when it

is compelled to attack theajority of the workers in the imperialist

nations the political caditions for the unity of all the workers and
oppressed peoples of the world will mature.

Speaking in terms of history, we see how, on the one hand,
white supremacygrew with AngleAmerican expansionism. So
long as there was no real economic use for white supremacy in the
English cobnies, it did not develop. As a matter of fact, leading
Indians were presented to the courts of I&md and France as well
as the Neth#ands and Spain. It was only with the need to clear the
western parts of the original colonies that the concept of white s
premacy arose.

Those sober virtuosi of Protestantism, the Puritans of
New England, in 1703, byedrees of their assembly set a
premium of £40 on every Indian scalp and every captured
redskin; in 1720 a premium of £100 on every scalp; in
1744, after Massachusetts Bay had proclaimed a certain
tribe as rebels, the following prices: for a male scHlp
years and upwards, £100 (new currency), for a make pri
oner £105, women and children prisoners £50, for scalps of
women and children, £50.(1)

This, in the context of an economy where £1 per week wasdzonsi
ered a fairly good wage. Needless to say, in aivelgtshort time
the colonies were cleared of Indians. The scum of the earth had
enmassed fortunes that they invested in the new cheap lands and the
sayingfiThe only good Indian is a dea
Anglo-American larguage.

In the Northern colonies, slavery proved to be an unprofitable
venture except in the case of house servants, and they could more
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easily be hired than purchased. One by one, the most northern states
abolished slavery. Not true in the Sauttlittle by little, indentured
servitude was replaced by complete taslavery. Alongside of

this growth was the excuse of bringing the Africans here to make
Christians of them. When this no longeffged, the concept of a
color supermrity slowly emerged. At first it was expressed with
laws separating Angi&uropeanslaves from African slaves; laws
prohibiting miscegnation; finally, laws prohibiting any form of
social equality deveped. With the insatiable gréef the plard-

tions for slaves, Negrbecame the word for slave as much as Slav
was the word for slave in the Roman empire. The ideolog&al r
tionale odran the realities. Even in the field of language, black and
evil, black and crude, blacknd unpleasant, became the umco
scious exprssion of a system gone mad. Blackguard, blackmail,
blackluck and countless other expressions indicated the tidal wave
of white sipremacythat was generated by the most profitablge- sy
tem cevised by man.

Would the rising capitalist class defend such an importaat cat
gory in the superstructure? It absolutely had to. It might be asked,
Awhy did telxéd sNomtint hcand even as:
The reason i s t h ainwealh of thé Notthhvas 1 8 5
gained by the sale of meats, cloth and other necessaries to the slave
areas. So we see that the entire country was involved witheand d
pendent on slavery and that was the reason why white supremacy
found fertile soil in all parts of the country. Only with the deyelo
ment of the contradictidgnwhen the prodctive capacity of the
North outran the consuming capacity of the Sdudid the struggle
for political power and the need forethexclusion of foreign and
especially Eglish commodities became areas of sharp economic
and therefore social struggle. Only then was the question of the
democratic rights of Negroes raised.

Therefore, it is clearly shown that the basis of the gigantic
strength of USNA capitalism lies in the fact that the land was a
quired by slaughter of the Indians; that the wealth was accumulated
by the free labor of the slaves. Hence, the oppression and axploit
tion of Indians and African slaves became a matter of timst
national economic importance. Would not such an important matter
be reflected in the superstructure? Just compare thavireeling
development of the USNA capitalist with his free land and nearly
free labor, to the lot of the English or French ajst who had to
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rent his land from the former nobility, which still held a strangl
hold on the bourgeoisie, and at the same time had to facela rebe
lious labor force. Small wonder that the most vulgar chauvinism had
permeated every aspect of life in thENA.

PostCivil War history complicated the situation even further.
USNA imperialismemerged as a rdern imperialisd as exporter
of finance capitdl and never really went through the stage of-me
cantile imperialism in the same wag the French or British impier
alists.

USNA imperialismnot only emerged late, but starting off as an
exporter of capital, it had diffent demands than had the French or
British imperialists whose base in mercantile imperialismatetad
that they secure direct aplies. The main thrust of USNA impéeia
ism was not toward thecquisition of direct colonies, but against it.
Hence, Lincolnassisted Juardm kicking the French and Austrian
out of Mexico. Teddy Roosevdiicked the Spanish out of the ICa
ibbean and the Philippines and -#lanked the Portuguese, French
and Spanish in Latin America. The USNA imperialists struggled for

and were readpyptea fHibpght far Chhaai

patition into direct colonies.

It was impossible for the USNA imperialists to attempt xe e
pand into the Awhite areasodo of
Europe (Irelandthe Balkans, Eastern Europe)rereconquered or
being conquered by the great powers. There wasingpteft for
colonization except the backward colored areas of the earth. At any
rate, the enslavement of the colored Central and Sgutirica, the
conquests ithe Caibbean, the emergence of the Neljiation, the
conquest of the Philippines, all added on to the concepts of color
superiority that were left over from the history of slavery. However,
it is obvious that the modeimperialists were not interested in the
capture and enslavement of one individual or grouping of inghvid
als. No, modern imperialism enslaved whole natidtence, white
supremacyurned into white chauvinisnin as much as the enslaved
nations were colored and the ruling class of the USNA was white.

The AngloAmerican fir evol uti onari eso
blinded by white chauvinismeither ignoreor down play the m-
portance of the ational question, particularly as it related to the
Negro Nation Some typical chauviai st
tional question in the USNA and the special opgicn of the M-
gro people isthe result ofracismand class oppss i ono or ,
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may be a Negro Nation in the USNA, but national independence is

not the way to solve the question, because tbgrdNpeople have

not yet rai sed t he dnetheachauvinfso r i
position advanced i naionadhmoveth&dA h C
are reactionary and must be defe
of revisionism on the national question isINdm Z. Fosted s a-fi N

tion a | Exceptionalism, 0 or the ide
tion within a nationd and there
history of colonial and oppressed nati@msl not in conformity with

the basic Leninist laws on imperialisrm Essence, this position

held by Foster and others fails to deal with the national question as a
guestion involving territory with discernible bowan@s. This pos

tion seeks to obscure the reality of the Negro Nation oppressed by
the USNA imperialist stat Consequently, the mt@mnary, multt

national character of the USNA stédeblurred.

Back in 1953, when the CPUSRas still making an attempt at
fighting white chauvinism Foster Chairman of the CP, wrote,
AWhite chauvinism, t he poiaonou
cy. .. 0(2) That might sound I ike a
will not bear examination. What is whiteigemacy? White s
premacy evolved as the ideological rationale for slavery. Again we
should note that it was a rationale based on dosmmething the
CPUSA hastrasi or med into a.quéstisamt e
white chauvinism is the ideag of white supremacy is to say that
white supremacy is a material force and that white chauvinism is its
ideological expression. Within the Marxist circle, chauvinism is
acceped as linked to national privilege, especially during the period
of imperialism The confusion lies in the fact that just as USNA
imperialism had its roots in the chattel slave system, so white-cha
vinism had its roots in the ideology of white supremacy. As the e
slavement of darkskinned individuals grew intthe enslavement of
a nation, so white supremacy grew into white chauvinism.

Further, Fostes t at e s, fi w hariginally dekietoped i n i <
by the Southern planters as a defensehdditel slavery has been
taken up by the capitalists generally as one of the most dangerous of
all their ideological weapons against the working class andrits de
ocratic allies.d Here agai m- we s
fusion that marked the wings of the CP leaders and especially
Foster. White chauvinism could not have beewetbped by the
Southern planters. It could only have been developed in the era of
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imperialism. According to Foster, modern French chauvinism could
be equated with the itk supremacyf the slaveowning class in
t he 1800 06 sgical Somfuston wiilldnet staral the test of
investigation. We cannot buy a concept that does not change with a
changing material basis. Chauvinism is linked with tbequest
and enslavement of natignsotraces.One of the reasons that the
CP could not win the fight against chauvinism and chauvinists wit
in the Party is that they never had a really clear understanding of
chauvinism and the historicahe political role that it has played.

Incorrect theory leads without fail to incorrect politicabpr
grams and slogans. This is certainly true of the chauvinist ideas and
theories which have been projected into political programs aAd sl
gans. For instancé,ak e t he common sl aogan wh
ism. 0 This slogan i mpl i-Angericnhat t h
defeating their owmacist ideas by repdiating self. As previously
mentioned, this approach reduces the national lilmeratiruggle to
a battle of ideas and forces a division between Negb Angle
American workers.

The Al eftodo advocatnadle USNAalwthi t e ¢
tempt to pass themselves off as Makrkishinists by hidingoeneath
such Marxist slogans as fdAworkers
reactionary nationalism. 0 Bwt wha
ism-Leninism toward white chauvinism? The position expressed by
Lenin, Stalinand Mao Tsetungn greatpower chauvinism (which
is concretely expressed in the USNA as white chauvinism) is that it
is the ideological justification for imgoialist oppression. Lenin
pointed out in supposting Phekfian
nationstoselfd et er mi nati ono t hat:

this demand, while not obligatory upon bourgeois
democrats was O6obligatory on Sc
were to forget it or hesitate to advance it... for fearfof o
fending the natiorigrejudices of our fellow countrymen of
Great Russian nationality, the call... workers of allrcou
tries unite, would be a shameful lie on our lips...(3)

Our model will always be Marxwho after living in
Britain for decades and becomihglf English, demanded
freedom and national independence for Irelanthe inte-
ests of the socialist movement of the British workers.(4)
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But the bourgeois radical s an
bourgeois separatist movement gain supfrom the slogan Inet
pendence for the Neghtatior? 6 Concer nistagd:t hi s,

We have seen that the following argument is one of R.
Luxemburgbés fitrump cardso0 in h
gramme of the Marxists in Russia: recognition of the right
to seltdetermination is tantamount to supporting therbou
geois nationalism of the oppressed nations

The first argument, as Kautsky irrefutably provedrnea
ly twenty years ago is aase of blaming other people for
0 n e 0 s atianalism; in her fear of the nationalism of the
bourgeoisie of oppressed natipfs Luxemburg is actually
playing into the hands of the Black Hundred nationalism of
the Great Rssians.(5)

Yet the petty bourgeoisie, fearing the revolution, hold up another tra
tordés hesitation. They say didoes
ence split t halsomrsweleéthiaga®mnat 20 Len

...Is it not clear that the more littg the Ukrainian a-
tionality enjoys in any particular country, the stronger its
ties with the country will be? One would think that this tr
ism could not be disputed without totally abandoning all
the premises of democracy. Can there be greater freedom of
nationality, as such than the freedom to secede, the freedom
to form an independent national sta?(

And further:

the reactionaries are opposed to freedom of divorce;
they say that it must be handled carefully and loudly d
clare that i tt e gmeaatniso nt hoef 6tdhies i fr
democrats, however, believe that the reactionaries gre hy
ocrites and that they are actually defending the omnip
tence of the police and the bureaucracy, the privileges of
one of the sexes, and the worst kind of oppressiamoof-
en. They believe that in actual fact freedom of divorce will
not cause the fAdisintegrationdc
contrary, will strengthen them on a democratic basis, which
is the only possible and durable basis in civilized society.
To accuse thse who support freedom of self
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determination, i.e., freedom to secede, of encouragiray sep
ratism, is as foolish and hypocritical as accusing those who
advocate freedom of divorce of encouraging the destruction
of family ties.({)

And finally:

T h e | ihbstlity #olthe principle of political self
determination of nationsan have one and only one real
class meaning, nationdberalism, defense of the state
privilege of the Great Russian bourgeoisie.

The interests of the working classdaaf its struggle
against capitalism demand complete solidarity and the
closest unity of the workers of all natigrisey demande-
sistance to the nationalist policy of the bourgeoisie of every
nationality. Hence, Social Democrats would deviating
from proletarian policy and subordiimay the workers to
the policy of the bourgeoisie if they were to repudiate the
right of nations to selfletermination, i.e., the right ofpe
pressed nations to secede, or if they were to support all the
natioral demands of the bourgeoisie gpoessed nations...

In any case the hired workers will be an object)ef e
ploitation. Successful struggle against exploitation requires
that the proletariat be free of nationalism, and be absolutely
neutral so to speak, the fight for supremacy that is going
on among the bourgeoisie of the various natitfrthe pio-
letariat of any one nation gives the stigt support to the
privileges of its own national bourgeoisie, that will inavit
bly arouse distrustmong the proletariat of another nation:
it will weaken the international class starity of the wok-
ers and divide them, to the delight of the bourgeoise. R
pudiation of the right of selietermination or to secession
inevitably means, in practice, supp for the privileges of
the dominant natiorsj

There is but one scientific and revolutionary demand around the

Negronat i onal <col oni al dgueefwthen. Thae
gro Nation 0 |l ndependenc dore iasrealnselt ess ar
determination can proceed. Sd#termination means freedom to

choose. This freedom to choose d

nation isfree to choose, i.e., iedendent. The proletariat of thenA
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glo- American and Negro Nations must reselytoppose the bau
geois concepts afacismand integration as the cause and cure of
the Negro peopleds oppr esshason.
always said that the struggle for integration is a struggle forlthe li
eration ad equality of the Negro people and the Negro national
minority. We have supported the struggle for integration. Bet int
gration under capitalism is not possible. This is so because of the
colonial enslavement of the Negro Nation. Colonial peoples carry
with them their national oppression wherever they go. Seclasd
citizen is the highest classification that the colonial worker can
achieve in social, economic and
because unequals cannot be integrated. Equality reeddm can
only be achieved when all oppressed peoples are set free fran imp
rialist bondage. The Communist Labor Party stands on the thesis of
Marxt hat Al abor cannot emancipate
the bl ack (i9t) iasndbrtahnadkedidon o paat i o
presses other nationsh0f

The Communist Labor Pargpeaks in the interests of th&-A
glo-American working class. Therefore, our demand of pelel-
ence for the Negrbdlationis not a demand from the Negro Nation,
but an important part of the strategy of the Angloerican proé-
tariatin its struggle with the imperialists of thESNA.

The fact is that, as Dr. DuBostated, the Soutpolitically con-
trols the country and Wall Street controls the South. The people of
New York or Céifornia did not vote for Senator EastlaofiMissis-
sippi, but his 22 years in the Senate have allowed him to head the
decisive Judiciary Committee. Therefore, he effectively controls
legislation for the whole of the country. This legislative control of
the country through the Souid a main weapon in bourgeoig-d
mocracy. By way of example, it should be noted that in 1975 the
following committees were headed by fascists from the states that in
part make up the Negidation
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Senate

Agriculture androrestry
Appropriations
Defense sub committee
Intelligence sulcommittee
Armed Services
Intelligence sulcommittee
Preparedness
Bankingd 2nd ranking member
Housing subcommittee
District of Columbia
Finance
ForeignRelations
Judiciary
Constitutional Rights subommittee
Public Works

House of Representatives

Appropriations
Agriculture subcommittee
Defense
Foreign Operations

Education and Labor

Government Operations

Interior

Merchant Marine

Post Office

Public Works

Science

Small Business

Standards of Conduct

Veterans

* Chairman

Talmadge (Ga.) Ch
McClellan (Ark.) Ch
McClellan (Ark.) Ch
McClellan (Ark.) Ch
StennigMiss.) Ch
StennigMiss.)
StennigMiss.)
Sparkman (Ala
Sparkman (Ala.) CI
Eagleton (Mo.) Ci
Russell Long (La.) CI
Sparkman (Ala
EastlandMiss.) Ch
McClellan (Ark.) Ch
Randolph (W. Vir.

Mahon (Tex.
Whitten (Miss.
Mahon (Tex.
Passman (La
Perkins (Ken.
Brooks (Tex.
Haley (FI..
Sullivan (Mo.!
Henderson (N.C
JoneqAla.)
Teague (Tex
Evins (Tenn.
Flynt (Ga..
Roberts (Tex

It is obvious that the working class movement in the Anglo

American Nation is strangled by the political representatives of

Wall Street from the SouthThere is no way for the Anglo
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American workers to vote these fascists out of office, yet these
Southern stooges of Wall Street legisldor the whole USNA.
There is but one proper slogan and that is the slogan for a separation
of the Negrd\ationfrom the AngleAmerican Nation.

In a parallel situation, Marwrote:

...Quite apart frona | | phrases about O6in
humane justice for Irelandit is in the @rect and absolute
interest of the English working class to get rid of thea-pr
sent connection with Ireland. And this is my fullest cenvi
tion, and for reasts which in part | aganot tell the English
workers themselves. For a long time, | believed that it
would be possible to overthrow the Irigggime by English
working class ascendancy. | alwaygpressed this point of
view in theNew York TribuneDeeper sidy has now ao-
vinced me of the opposite. The English working class will
never accomplish anything until it has got rid of Ireland...
English reaction in England has its roots in the subjugation
of Ireland.(11)

It is from the concrete realities of our gl lives, and from the
theoretical understanding of a century of struggle agaginal
oppression that we, in the name of the Angginerican working class
demand the independence and freedom of the Niagiian.

White chauvinism has become a material fdree powerful
weapon in the hands of the ruling class to divide the working class,
bribe the AngleAmerican workers into accepting, if not supporting
the aggressive impefiam of the USNA. White chauvinism acts to
strengthen the USNA impetiast s®6 oppression an
the NegroNation and the Negro national minority. White chauwvi
ism will not be eliminated by simple ideologicdkansing cen-
paigns that seek to wash from the minds and bodies of Anglo
American workers such wunholy si
privilege. 0 While we carry on a
chauvinismin all fields of wok, we must deepen our understanding
that the necessary material base of white chauvinism is imperialism
and white chauvinism will not be opletely wiped out until ime-
rialism is defeated. It is from this point of view that within the CLP
we project thathe concrete fight against white chauvinism is the
fight to free the Negro Nation.

White chauvinism can be attacked and defeated in the realm of
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ideology. In order to succeed, the ideological attack must be linked
to the obvious interests of the Anglanerican workers. There can

be no unity of the working class without a struggle against white
chauvinism There can be no peace or Socialism without a struggle
against white chauvinism. It is entirely possible amdessary to
show the AngleAmerican working class that the chauvinist bowl of
pottage prevents them from achieving the decent, moral and happy
life of Socialism.

The objective forces are developing (i.e., the defeats of imper
alism) which will tend to unié labor. This unity will be realized if
we correctly apply MarxisalLeninism to the solution of the national
colonial question in the USNA and the world.

National Cultural Autonomy
Concerning national cultural autonorgninsaid:

The gist of this program is that every citizen registers
as belonging to a particular nation, and every nationris co
stituted a legal entity with the right to impose compulsory
taxation on its members with national parliatse(diets)
and national seetaries of state (ministers}?)

Although this incorrect approach is manifested in several ways, its
primary effect is to divorce the national question from the question
of a common and historically evolved territory. Those whoforth

the position of national cultural autonormaintain that the nation

is wherever Negrgeople are living at any given moment. Such
formulations generally lead to reformist programs which may have
as their goal selfletermination (community control), via a pafrli
mentary plelscite or plea for justice to imperialist institutions like
the United Nationor World Courf by ignoring or distorting the
guestion ofnational territory, the cultural autonomists in the USNA
work objectively to preserve the USNA as a multinational imperia
ist state and encourage clasiatmration among all classes within
the Negro Natiorand among the national narities. Leninsays of

this reactionary theory:

...Proudhon was petiyourgeois, and his theory and
programme of O6cul tural nati onal
for it converts bourgeois nationalism into an absolute-cat
gory, exalts it athe acme of perfection... Marxism cannot
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be reconciled withat i onal i sm be it even

Opuresto6 most refined and <civi

forms of nationalism, Marxism advances internationalism,
the amalgamation of all nations higher unity...(13)

Stalinalso commented on the divisivéfexts of this bourgeois
theory:

The idea of national autonomy creates the psyciolog
cal conditions that make for the division of a united kwor
er s 6 p apatatg paities bronateral lines. The break
up of the party is followed by the break of trade unions,
and complete isolation is the result. In this way a united
class movement is broken up into separate nationat riv
lets.(14)

Within the USNA, national witural autonomyhas also reared
us head in the form of aeghand that revolutionary parties should be

divided along national or whor aci

related the Austrian experien¢e point up further the effects of
such a psition:

Let us begin with the dextrer
the Sc i a l Democratic Party of Au

was a united Social Democratic Party of Austria. In that
year the Czechs at the Internatidb Congresé London for

the first time demanded separate representation and were
given it. In 1897, at the Vienna (Wimberg) Party Congress,
the united Party was formally liquidated and in its place a

federal league of six natin a | 6Soci al Democr e

was set up. Subkguently these groups were converted into
independent pées which gradually severed contact with

one another. Rtowing the paties the parliamentary group

also brokeu@ nati onal 6cl ubsdamewer e
the trade unions, which also split according to nationalities.
Even the coperative societies were affected, the Czech
separatists calling upon the workers to split them up. We
will not dwell on the fact that separatist agitation weakens

t he waasenkeef sslidarity and frequently drives them

to strikebreaking.(15)

Nationalism, expressed as national cultural autonasngn &-
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pression of bourgeois ideology and must be combated by all honest
revolutionaries. On # question of national independence and the
fight for democracy, the CLP riézes that the fight for the imd
pendence of the NegrNation will have to be waged primarily
among the AngléAmerican working class and will have to be one

of the major points of the wor kel

other hand, the CLP holds the principle of unity of the working
class. But the question of unity must be primarily raised by thre co
rades within the Negro Nian. Leninclarified this position when he
said:

The weight of emphasis in the internationalist educ
tion of the workers in the oppressing countries mustsiece
sarily consist of their advocating and upholding freedom of
secession ofgpressed countries. Without this there can be
no internationalism. It is our right and duty to treat every
Social Democrat of an oppressing nation vidits to can-
duct such propaganda as an imperialist and a scoundrel.
This is an absolute demand, even & thanceof secession
being possible and 6feasi bl ed
cialism be j one in a thousand...

On the other hand, a Social Democrat belonging to a
small nation must emphasize in his agitation seeond

wordof our gene rumdryurfioodr noufl an:a td voonls

He may, without violating his duties as an internationalist,
be in favour ofeitherthe political indpendence of hisai
tion or its inclusion in a neighbouring state X, Y, and Z.

But in all cases he must fightagas t s mal | nations?®o

mindedness, isolationism, and dleess, he must fight for

the recognition of the whole and the general for the rsubo

dination of the particular to the imtssts of the general.
People who have not gone thoroughly into the question

think there is a 6écontrmdiction
pressing natons nsi st i ng ocetessiofd ewlliolme o f

Soci al Democrats of oppressed
ofu ni élowever a little reflection will show that there is

not and cannot be angther road leading from thgiven

situation for internationalism and the amalgamationaf n

tions, any other road to this goal.(16)
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CHAPTER SEVEN

IMPERIALIST OPPRESSION OF THE NEGRO NATION
AND THE SOUTH AS A REGION

In order to uncosr and follow the correct path on the Neges
tional colonial question, it is important to umsiand the relatio-
ship between the Negro Natiand the Souths a region.

The Southas a region is defined roughly by the area South of the
MasonDixon line. For statistical purposes the South is usuadly d
fined by the government as those 17 states which make up the South
Central and Soutkastern section of the state of tHENA. Within
this Southern region lies the Neg¥ationwith a territory @scribed
as the nABlacko or ACotton Belto
nomically connected territory that fringes the Nation. Within the
Southas a whole live 52% of all the 24 to 30 million Negroes living
within the borders of the USNA. Within the Negro Nation live about
10 million people, with the Negro people in the cleajomity.

Who Controls the NegroNation and the Southas a Region?

Since the end of the Civil War, the Soths been an especially
oppressed region of Anglamericabut the oppression of the Black
Belt has been that of direct colonial oppression. Since 1870 the
South has been controlled economically and politically by Anglo
American monopoly capital, led by the likes of Morgard Roclk-
feller. Thebanks, utilities, timber, railroads, oil, steel, minerals and
cash crops were firmly in the hands of the monopoly capitalists by
the turn of the century.(1) From then until the present day,ithe f
nancial instititions of USNA imperialisnhave catinued to conse
idate and expand their control over the productive forces amd ma
kets of both the Negrationand the entire South.

An indication of the extent of
Southas a region was made public on a low level in 1938. Tae N
tional Emergency Committee in ieport to the President on &c
nomic Conditions in the Soutbported the following:

Lacking capital of its own the Soultas been forced to
borrow from outside financiers who have reaped a rich ha
vest in the forms of dividends and interest. At the same
time it [independent Southern capital] has had to hand over
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the control of much of its business and industry t@&tors
from the wealthier s#ions. @)

In its report the committee stated specifically that almost all
public works, major railroads, oil, natural gas, iron ore, coal and
limestone, bauxite, zinc, sulphur, cottorlls and rayon mills were
all owned by Ainvestorso from out

In 1947, Hodding Carter stated intRee a d er sthattha g e s t
destruction of independent Southern capital was accomplished with
the aid of the ageld principle of colonial empés; lengthy org-
nized cartels which controlled supply, transportation and distrib
tion. In the same year, it was reported that the spp#its of the
fertilizer monopoly, operating in the Soutvere great enough to
give a colege education to every Southern high school graduate.

Any brief investigation of the economy of the Soirttgeneral
and the Negrd\ation in particular will show that the same ruling
class cliges which control the majority of the financial istions
and industries in the USNA also control the South. One of the main
differences in relation to this financial control is that the imperialist
financial power centered around the Rockefeldorgan Mellon
and other major bank groupings is, in general, more concentnated
the South than in the USNA as a whole. A good example of this
concentrated control can be found in the chemicaldtrgt in the
South. The chemical industry is big business in that more profits are
taken from exploiting the labor of chemical Wwers than in any
other industry within the South.
for the chemical industry was8% billion in 1965. (Annual Survey
of Manufactures, 1966)

Who owns the giant chemical industry of the S@ulftcording
to the Sales Management Directory of Key Plaritere were 243
plants each employing more than 250 people producing chémi
and allied products in 1964. For 220 of these plants additional data
is availableinMo o dy 6 s | Tid dat showsdhkat17 of the
220 plants are controlled directly or inectly by AngleAmerican
finance capital. For exgpte, the giants which dominate production
in Southern chemicals are Union Carbide (controlled by Manaufa
t ur e rofes Trudty Monsanto Chemicals (controlled by Chem
cal Bank of New York, Rockefellegrouping); Alied Chemical
(controlled by the Morgamrouping); and, to a lesser extent, the
Dow Chemical Company and other holdings of the Du Booup.
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Only about 2% of the chemical plants located in the South are
owned by firms which @ not connected with the imperialistnco
trolled mulinational giants of the chemical industry.

Imperialist control and investment in the Ned¥ation and the
connected Southern region has brought untold billions of rdatha
superprofits to the blodthirsty directors of high finance. The lower
wages and speagp conditions resulting from the oppression of the
Negro colony have produced fantastic sypefits (profits above
those taken by cdalists under wage and wanlg conditions pe-
vailing in the AngleAmerican Natior). Even a conservative ést
mate based on such lies as the statistics reported Antihgal Su-
vey of Manufactureréndicates that the rate of explaiion in the
South as a region is approximately -89% higher than in the
USNA as a whole.

In addition to the favorable position afforded monopoly capital
by discriminatory freight and tariff rates, monopoly control af-fe
eral agncies, state legislatures and trade union internationals have
produced many tax breaks, lower wage scales, separate labor co
tracts, and other favorable conditions which dictate sppuits
and the domination of Angldmerican bushesses in the South

As the worldwide crisis of capitalism has continued to deve
op, the imperialists of the USNA have been forced to shift more and
more of their industrial base into their colonies and-c@onies
and into theNegro Nation and surrounding territory in particular.
The <cost of the Ashifto of- ind
colonies, and its continued rapid expansion since W.W. Il, has, to a
large extent, been born by the wmdk class taxpayers of the
USNA. For example, during theegession years of 19480 the
government of the USNA sponsored thecatied plant decentrial
zation plan under the Defense Miiater Program. This program
was developed and directed by Charles Elsdviof the General
Electric Compny. Essentially, this program provided a $15 billion
tax amortization (tax cut) plan
to the Souttand resulted in unemployment and d@es weakening
of many trade unions in the North. For example, the electrical and
garment and textile workers were hard hit.(3)

Imperialist domination and exploitation of the Squdk a se-
cial region with a total population &bout 60 million people, is
made possible by the colonial oppression of the Négaton 1
heatland of the South. Combined military power and eldgal
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terror have been used by the imperialists to keep the Negro Nation
in chains. But to really insure the garrison of the Negro people and
expanding colonial supgrofits, the South as a region, with its
large Negro national minority, must also be divided along national
and class lines. It must also be subjected to néaelgame kind of
fascist political and economic oppression that is concentrated in the
Negro Nation. As long as the Negro Nation remains in chains, the
Southern working class as a whole will of necessity suffer &som
what similar fate.

Later in this sectio we will compare concretely the oppression
and exploitation of the Negnworkers and toilers with that of their
Anglo-American and Negro national minority counterparts living
outside the probable area of the Nationihside the SouthBut the
impact of Negro national oppression and the resulting imisria
domination of the South on the Angfanerican working class must
also be examined.

First of all, it is clear that the low wages paid tegxbnational
and southern workers act as a direct drag on the wages of workers
employed in the same industries in the Ar8loerican Nation
Workers in the #ANort htoonmuchmwiben i mpr
the corporation can get more work done for less at a Sotftlased
plant. Further, AngleAmerican workers in many industries nco
stantly face the threat t hat t he
Southif the workersd on 6t t one down thegir den
es and better working nditions.

In addition, AngleAmerican workers must realize the impdria
i sts have al ways mulseye doh eo rii aff rmg/s eo
forceo i fAmdridae Nitidmtahdreak strikes, hold wages
down and force speagb conditions in nearly every sector of the
economy. This reserve force in the Andimerican Nation hasdr
ditionally been reinforced by the giant reserve force of-paid,
unemployed and jehungry workers in the Negigationand in the
South Just recall the large number of workers recruited from these
areas for the purpose of holding wages down duringpeagids of
war time and rapid economic expansion.

The oppression of the Negidation effects AngleAmerican
workers adversely in many ways. For instance, much progressive
legislation has been blockeshd many antivorking class laws and
decisions have been made by the U.S. Congnedsr the direction
of the fascist, white chauvinist, southern Congressmen, who are
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agentsof USNA imperialism Congressien like StennisEastland
Fulbright and others stand on the backs of the Negaplpeand
oppose the interests of the working class of the USNA.

The above facts describe only sonfetlle ways the Anglo
American working class is held back in the struggle for a socialist
revolution by the oppression of the Negdtation It should be ev
dent to all clasgonscious workers in theSNA that the working
class in this country cannot unite and take any real steps forward in
the aganized struggle against fascist USNA imperialigntil the
demand for an independent Negro Nation is raised and recognized
through ation.

Recognizing the Differences Between the Neghation and
the Southas a Region

Despite the similar forms of oppression found in the Né¢ao
tion and tle Southas a whole, there are important differences in the
living conditions or levels of oppression which set the Negro Nation
apart from the South as a region. For example, voter registration in
the 17 Southern states for th&72 presidential election totaled
24,707,000 AngleAmericans and 4,386,000 Negroeghile 64% of
the Negro national population in the South is of voting agepas o
posed to 70% of Southern Angfonericans.(4) Irthe seven Sout-
ern state which contain the bulk of the Negro Nation (Black Belt
and connected areas) the average numbeligible Negroes reg-
tered to vote was only 29.6%. In the remainingsifiesgenerally
considered part of the South the average numibeligible Negroes
registered to vote was over 50%.(5)

These differences in voter registration would have loggeater

had onl y Of Bcloaucnkt i Beesl th e e n relatieed i n
percentages. It should also be noted that wbiial voter regista-

tion has increasadmgmeatefltesixg iOnc e
ti es, the relative differ etlneces I

NegroNationand the rest of the Soustill remain.

107



Reported Voter Registration for Persons of Voting Age, by B-
gion: 1968 and 1972

(Numbers in thousands)

Presidential Elections
Subject Black White
1968 \ 1972 | 1968 | 1972

All persons of voting age:

United States 10,93 13,494 104,52]121,21
South 5,991 6,950 28,834 35,411
North and West 4,944 6,544 75,687 85,83(

Number who reported they registered:

United States 7,238 8,83¢ 78,835 88,89¢
South 3,69( 4,449 20,414 24,70
North and Vst 3,54¢ 4,38¢ 58,414 64,27¢

Percent of votingage population:

United States 6 65 75 73
South 6 64 71 70
North and West 7 67 77 75

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Econostistiss
Administration Bureawf the Census.

Some additional data which shows roughly the same rdiffe
ences as those cited above deals with income levels in the &outh
a whole as opposed to the seven state area encompassing most of
the NegroNation Within the Negro Nation, the combined median
income of Negro families and Angldmerican minority was about
$6,565 per year. The samentduined statistics for the Negro natio
al minority and AngleAmerican fimilies in the five states which
border the Negro Nation was $6,838 per year. Again, the difference
would have been greater had more precise statistics beea-avall
ble.) It should i also be added that the median income of families
in the South as a wholeas considerably lower than the State of the

108



USNA as a whole. In the North, Anglimerican families averaged
$12,004 per year, while Negro national minority families averaged
only $8,109. In the South (including 17 states) Anftoerican
families average®10,465 and Negro families averaged $5,763 per
year.(7) These differing income levels reflect in a distinct way the
level of econmic oppression in the Negro Nation relative to the
South as a region and the USNA as a whole.

MEDIAN INCOME OF FAMILIES:

19501972
(In current dollars)
Race of head of family
Year Negro& Negro White
other r@es
1950 $1,869 (NA) $3,44¢
1955 2,549  (NA) 4,60¢
1960 3,233  (NA) 5,83t
1965 3,994 $3,88¢ 7,251
1970 6,516 6,274 10,23¢
1971 6,714 6,440 10,67:
1972
United States 7,106 6,864 11,54¢
South 5,73( 5,764 10,46¢
North and West 8,604 8,104 12,00¢
Northeast 7,984 7,814 12,307
North Central 8,574 8,31¢ 11,947
West 9,434 8,313 11,72¢

Source: U.S. Deptment of Commerce, Social and EconomigtiStics
Administration, Bureau of the Census.

The status of organized labor further confirms the ¢
lonial position of the NegrdNation Again, in the seven
states containing thgreater part of the Negro Nation, the
percentage of the neagricultural labor force belonging to
unions in 1964 was about 14.2%. In the remaining 10 states
which are conslered part of the Soutlhe pecentage was
about 24% whe the figure for all 50 states was about
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27.8%.8) Other statistics showing the difference in educ
tional levels, percentage of satandard housing, infant
mortality rates, number of political assassinations aad e
tra-legal executions all further confirthe real diferences
which exist between thBlegro Nation and the South, on
the one hand, and the South and the USNA as a whole on
the other.

Although the Negraand AngleAmerican toilers and
workers of the Southern neg are struggling for freedom,
equal rights and a de cent life, the political solution for that
area which will emerge as a result of the struggle of the
Negro Natiormust of necessity differ from the political-s
lutions that will bepossible for the Negro Nation. The
Southas a region does not have the concrete potential for
emerging as an independent nation exercising the right to
seltdetermination, but the Negro Nation definitely does.



MEASURES OF INCOME IN 1967 AND 1972 OF FAMILIES,
BY TYPE OF FAMILY AND REGION

(In current dollars)

Median income
Subject . Ratio Negro
Negro White to White
1967
All families $4,875 $8,234 0.59
Region:

South 3,953 7,359 0.54

Northeast 5,644 8,659 0.65

North Central 6,402 8,350 0.77

West 6,511 8,808 0.74

Type of family:

Male head 5,737 8,557 0.67
Wife in paid 7,272 10,196 0.71
labor force
Wife not in 4,662 7,743 0.60
paid labor force

Female head 3,004 4,855 0.62

1972
All families $6,864 $11,549 0.59
Region

South 5,763 10,465 0.55

Northeast 7,816 12,307 0.64

North Central 8,318 11,947 0.70

West 8,313 11,724 0.71

Type of family:

Male head 9,037 12,102 0.75
Wife in paid 11,336 14,148 0.80
labor force
Wife not in 6,900 10,806 0.64
paid labor force

Female head 3,840 6,213 0.62

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economtistiss
Administration Bureau of the Census.
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WHITE FAMILIES, FAMILIES OF NEGRO AND OTHER
RACES, BY TOTAL MONEY INCOME IN CONSTANT 1967
DOLLARS: 1947 to 1968

Income

| 1968 | 1965 | 1060 | 1955 | 1950 | 1947

WHITE FAMILIES

Numberd thousands| 45,437 43,497 41,123 38,987 (NA)| 34,12
Percent 100.¢ 100.¢ 100. 1000 100.¢ 100.C
Under $3,000 9.6 12.9 164 194 25. 24.1
$3,000 to $4,999 11.7 131 16.5 20.7 284 304
$5,000 to $6,999 15.3 17.3 21.4 240 224 21.8
$7,000 to $9,999 24.7 25.5 24.1 221 15.3 14.2
$10,000 to $14,999 24.Q 20.94 15. 10.2
$15,0® and over 14.9 10.4 6.2 3.5 9.0 9.5
Median Incomed
dollars 9,584 7,67( 6,601 5,766 4,794 4,72C

FAMILIES OF NEGRO AND OTHER RACES
Numberd thousands 5,074 4,954 4,337 3,907 (NA) (NA)
Percent 100.¢ 100.¢ 100. 100.¢ 100.¢ 100.C
Under $3,000 24.5 33.( 42 .( 475 57.7 62.4
$3,000 to $4,999 22.1 25.0 23.1 27.4 29.1 22.3
$5,000 to $6,999 16.7 16.5 15.9 145 8.0 7.9
$7,000 to $9,999 17.1 14.7 11.9 8.6 3.5 5.1
$10,000 to $14,999 13.1 8.7 5.8 1.7
$15,000 and over 5.9 2.0 1.3 0.3 14 2.2
Median incomed

dollars 5,377 4,25 3,644 3,18 2,591 2,41¢
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NEGROES AS A PERCENT OF TOTAL WAGE AND
SALARY WORKERS, BY INDUSTRY, AND LABOR UNION
MEMBE RSHIP, 1970

Total wage &| In labor uniong  Not in unions
Industry of longest | salary wokers
job held Numbel % |Number| % | Number| %
(1000s) Negro| (1000s)|Negro| (1000s) | Negro
All Industries 84,25¢ 11.4 17,197 124 67,067 11.4
Mining 574 4.4 205 4.9 364 4.3
Construction 4975 10.7 1,948 8.7 3,021 11.2
Manufacturing, total 22504 107 7,600 124 14,907 9.8
Transportation, commin| g o0 104 o527 104 3,118 111
cation andpublic utilities
'Wholesale trade 3,047 8.1 345 11.9 2,701 7.6
Retail trade 13,730 8.0 1,363 9.1 12,369 7.9
Services and finance 27,114 13.9 2,103 18.4 25,017 13.5
Public administration 4,761 12.9 1,055 16.5 3,706 11.8

Source: Selected Earnings and Demographic Characteristiagsarf U
Membership, 1970 Report 417, U. S. Department of Labor,
Bureau of Labor Statistics
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MATERNAL AND INFANT MORTALITY RATES: 1 940,
1950, 1960, 1970, 1971

(per 1,000 live births)

Negroand other races White
Year Maternal | Infant under 1| Maternal | Infant under
yr. 1yr.
1940 7.6 73.8 3.2 43.2
1950 2.2 445 0.6 26.8
1960 1.0 43.2 0.3 22.9
1970 (NA) 31.4 (NA) 17.4
1971 (NA) 30.2 (NA) 16.8

Source: U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare,
National Center for Health Statistics

Specifically on the question of how the national colonialsgue
tion will be handled in relation to the Southern Negroes livimg i
side the likely territory or borders of the Negdxation, the position
put forward by Charles P. Manin his 1954 pamphleStalind s
Thought llluminates Problems of Negro Freed8truggleremains
essentially sound:

Generally speaking we would say that the large Negro
minorities who live in the Soutbut outside of the likely
borders of the teitory of the Negro Natiomust be viewed
as a part of or extensions of, the Negro Nation. We must
stress the point, however, that we are obliged in each i
stance to examine the particular, concrete relationship and
the extent of the common ties
nity of the Negroes has to the national base. Is it noi-obv
ous that the Negro community in Atlanta, Ga., a cigy b
yond the probable boundary | i1
territory® for example, would and does have more binding
and extensive connections with the Negratibh than say
the 6Negrod community of Hartf
Moreover, a large part of the Negraustrial working
class of the Soutls located in these communities, and the
leading role of this class within the Negmational libea-
tion movement, is of basic importance.
Though the several respective Negrmority comnu-
nities in the Soutlnay put to the fore one or another point
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of the full program of the Negro national libéoat mowe-
ment, all of these communities are in need of, would fight
for, and would directly benefit from any gains won on the
road to freedom by thedgro Nation

In order to correctly understand and organize the n
tional and class siggles in the Negrblation and the South
as a region, we should always keep in mind Siatin- i
structions to the communists working in the border regions
of the Soviet Unioowhen he i ndicatled they
ingly take into account all the peculiarities of economic
life, class structure, and historical past which mark &e r

gions.Q)

S o0 ™ as s oy L 0

In front of their threeoom house in Mississippi sit three children

and their mother, whoirfished only seventh grade in school; the

house has no running water, electricity, or inside toilet facilities.
Source: Ebony Magazine, Vol. 26, No. 10, August, 1971

-
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CHAPTER EIGHT

THE NEGRO NATIONAL MINORITY IN THE ANGLO -
AMERICAN NATION

The Negronational minority in the Angl@merican Nationis
made up of those 11 million Negroes living outside the Black Belt
area of the Negro Natioand the immedigly surrounding area of
the South This Negro national minority, whicméludes more than
one million Negroes who have migrated within the last generation,
is concentrated for the most part in less than 20 major urban centers
of the AngleAmerican Nation, particularly in the East and the i
dustrial belt extending from Pittsburg through Chicago. Apiprox
mately thredourths of the Negro national mintyr either migrated
from the Negro Nation or were born in the North before 194%. T
majority of the Negroes living in the Angldmerican territory of
the State of the USNA still have blood ties in the South.

The millions of Negroes who were born in the Nebjation
but who have migrated North, did o an attempt to escape the
starvation, low wages and fascist rule in the Negro colony. Often
Negroes were lured to the North by unscrupulous labor recruiters
who were paid Aby the headodo for
towns or labor camps. This wasrfieularly true during the period
from 1900 to 1910 and again from 1917 to 1924, when nearly 3
million Negroes migrated to the North. For example, during the
period from 1907 to 1928, when the United Mine Workeese
organizingthe coal fields in West Virginia, Kentucky, southeri Il
nois and elawhere, tens of thousands of Negro workers were r
cruited from the Negro Nation for the purpose of driving wages
down and breaking strikes.

The United Mine Workersvere unable to organize the
mines of southern W. Virginia due in part to the large-su
ply of redundant Negrdabor brought in from the South
The existence of such a store of labor has given to ttre ope
ators inW. Virginia, and in practically every other mining
section of the country, an industrigserve army which
may be used either to defeat the purposes of unionism or to
meet an increased demand for labor caused by tha-expa
sion of industry.(1)
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The demanddr labor from the Negrdation became partic-
|l arly great after the source of U
labor was cut off by thedaent of World War I. During the years
1916 through 1924, millions of Negroes migtNorth. Many
were tricked into migrating by false promises of a better life. During
1916 and 1917, the lllinois Central Railroad recruited and dumped
some 10,000 Negro workers into East St. Louis in order to drive the
going wage down for the tradtying labor hired in that town. This
maneuver by the capitats forced people to sleep in the streets and
wages fell to new lows. These conditions and provocations iby |lI
nois Central agents, who pitted Anglonerican against Negroax
tiona | minority workrirst o gofit&281Thei
scores of Negro national minority workers were killed and hundreds
injured.

The gradual outcome of t b-e monc
ward the Negronational minority ad ffresho Negro
workers was their inclusion as more or less permanent workers in
the basic industries of Anglamerica By 1920 between 20 and
40% of the workers employed in mgaicking, steel, auto, and
chemicals were Ne&g national minority. By 1928, the number of
Negro national minority workers employed in the basic manufactu
ing, mining and transportation industries numbered nearly tdxo mi
lion.

These Negramational minority workers had jobs but they were
at the bottom of the skills pile, with 95% of these two million jobs
classified as unskilled and low paying. Yet anothdidation of the
low status of Negro national minority workers was the relatively
small number of those organized as opposed taoganaed. By
1928 only about 56,000 of the nearly 2 million Negro natiorial m
nority industrial workers in the Anglo American Nation were union
members. Even when a Negro national minority worker managed to
slip into a skilled job, he was paid less than his I&sgmerican
working-class counterpart. For example, in 1928, Negro railroad
engineers were paid $4.71 per 100 freight miles, while Anglo
American engineers were paid $5.75 for the same work.(2)

From 1870 to t he tied&matonwetehe wor
driven from the plardions to the factories, mills and mines, where
daily they risked their lives as the lowest paid of all minoritykwor
ers. Those who could not find work became part of the retsoe
force of big capitdl the Rockefelles, Morgans, Fords, @aegies,
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all used the weapon of white chauvinisondrive Negro national
minority workers to the wall. This tactic of dividendconquer has
cost the lives and limbs of millions of the working class. Bo#t N
gro and AngleAmerican workers suffered from the poor working
conditions and low pay promoted by class division.

It was this division of the working class that held¢kh#he @-
tire labor movement and slowed the organizing of the industrial
unions. An example of the divisive strategy practiced by the imper
alist rulers can be seen in a comment made by a top official of the
Carnegie Steel Company in 1928. He stated:

We enploy about 10% Negroes in our plant and we
could get along without them. However, we do not choose
to do so, since a cosmopolitan labor force makes fraterni
ing among the reployees difficult.(3)

During the | atter p anational mihorityjh e 1
joined enthusiastically in the labor and otheogpessive moe-
ments of the day. Constantly struggling for their equal rights and
fighting every step of the way for trade uniongght national rit
nority workers were often in the frolibhes of the battle. Manyda
vanced workers built organizations such as thatioNal Negro
Congresg1936) to fight for the rights of Negro workers and the
freedom of the Negro Natigmnd joined with th€ommunist Party

in organizing Unemployed Council$However, it was not until
193738, when the big drive to organize the Committee for Industr
al Organizations was launched, thaggkb national minority wdd-

ers of the AngleAmerican Nationwere really drawn in large nu

bers into the organized labor movement.niership of Negro &+
tional minority workers in unions jumped from about 110,000 in
1930 to about 759,000 at the endvébrid War Il. By 1950, about
1.5 million Negro workers (mostly in the Anghmerican Nation)
were in trade unions.(4)

Although the Negraational minority worker was drawn more
and more into the heart of Anghmerican industry between 1930
and 1950, this was due only in part to the efforts of the &idthe
Communist Party. More important forces operating were World
War Il and the resulting rapid expansion and mechanization-of i
dustry, and the growing monoly concentration. As Marpointed
out in theCommunist Manifesto:
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In proportion, therefore, as the repulsiveness of the
work increases, the wage decreases. Nay more, in
proportion as the use of machinery and division of labor
increases,in the same proportion the burden of toll
increases, whether by prolongation of working hours, by
increases of work exacted in a given time, or by increased
speed of the maahery...(5)

In short, Negraational minority workers were pulledto industry
to do the jobs no one else would do under the sppetbnditions
and poor wages the capitalists were offering.

To the present day, contrary to what capitalists of all nafional
ties say, the Negroational minority worker has ndmproved his
position relative to the neminority member of the Anglo
American working class. Neither has the Negro national minority
worker been integrated or accepted as an equal, despite the actions
of the NAACP, the Urban LeagueEqual Rights Commissiget. al.

As proof, consider thedr o nati onal mimority
ployment situation: In 1959, 24% of national minority workers were
unemployed as against 14.28fglo-American. In 1964, there was

very little change and that for the worse. 25.5% of Negro national
minority workers were unemployed against 15% Arfjioerican.

By May 12, 1975, 14.6% of the Negro national minority workers

were unemployed against 8.1%dlo-American.

Look also at comparable wage data. Since World Waredy®
national minority workers on the average have received only about
onehalf the annual wage paid to Angfonerican labor. Negro a-
tional minority workers on the average have earned 13% less than
Anglo-Americans for the same work.(6) Or further, consider the
position of Negro national minority workers in skilled or whité-co
lar jobs. In the Chicago Civil Service Region, 19% of all employees
are Negro national minority workers, but 27% of all workers at the
lowest pay levels are Negro national minority workers.(7) Finally, a
recent study done in Chicago showed that after more than 100 years
in the job market the Negdgrcon- natio
fined to certain sectors of the |
These facts, reflecting discrimination, oppression and exploitation
suffered by the Negroational minority workers of AngloAmerica
are endless, just as the supeofits the monopoly apitalists have
made off their labor are countless.
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UNEMPLOYMENT RATES BY AGE, SEX, AND RACE:
19551972

(Annual Averages)

16 to 19 years old 20 years old and
White Negro& White Negro& other
other races races

Male | Femaeé | Male | Female| Male | Female| Male | Female

1955 | 113 9.1 134 19.2 3.3 3.9 8.4 7.7

1960 | 14.0 12.7 | 240 | 248 4.2 4.6 9.6 8.3

1965 | 12.9 140 | 233 | 317 2.9 4.0 6.0 7.5

1970 | 13.7 134 | 25.0 | 344 3.2 4.4 5.6 6.9

1972 | 14.2 142 | 29.7 | 385 3.6 4.9 6.8 8.8

SourceBureau of Labor Statistics, Employment & Earnings, Vol.
19, No. 8.

UNEMPLOYMENT RATES, BY EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT:
19651972

By Age and Race

Total White Negro& other raes

Year Under 12 Over Under 12 Over Under 12 Over
12 yrs. Yrs. 12yrs 12yrs. Yrs. 12yrs. 12 yrs. Yrs. 12

yrs.
Age 18 & Over

1965 6.6 41 23 59 37 23 98 82 94
1970 5.6 3.9 27 3.6 26 7.3 7.3 7.1 4.0
1972 7.3 55 3.7 6.6 51 35 10.6 9.6 6.5
Ages 1834

1972 134 7.7 50 11.7 7.0 4.9 20.4 13.06.8

Source: Bireau of Labor Statistics, unpublished data.
As we have demonstrated, the Negational minority in the
Anglo-American Nation has suffered more than a century @k o

pression and hardshiphe vast working class and poor sections of
the Negro national minority have responded to these conditions with
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growing militancy that has been expressed in many stdkens,
protest movements, and armed uprisings against the State of the
USNA. Althoughthe root of the majority of these protest raev
ments and freedom struggles can be traced to the NejanNhe

strike waves and spontaneous armed uprisings have occurred on a
much broader scale in the North than within the NegraoNait

least this was true for the decade just ended.

This is explained from several points of view. First and most
important, the concentrations of Negrational ninorities in such
cities as Cleveland, Los Angeles, Chicago, and New Yaskuar
known in the SouthThekgfore, the communications and sweep of
mass sentiment cannot take place on the same level. Also,nthe co
promised classes in the South have a much firmer hold on the Negro
masses than in the North. Tkeselated reasons have held the
breadth of the movement in check. Also, the Negro national minor
ty faces a different kind of oppression than the open fascist terror
that rules the Negro NatiomMevertheless, it should be noted that
every wave of struggle has had its beginnings in the Negro Nation.

The Negronational minority was for a time able to arise in a
spontaneous manner to oppose the police and therialigt state.
These spontaneous uprisings, which shook thedaions of the
state of the USNA, hit their peak in 196568.

The USNA imperialists have moved rapidly to clamp a lid on
the movement; to tighten their fascist oppression. Elaborate battle
plans have been drawn up and in some cases put into actiort agains
the industrial slave quarters where the majority of the Negtian-
al minority workers reside. Police departments have increased their
armed attacks on Negro national minority working class conymun
ties; thousands of new intelligence ageatsl provocateurs have
been sent into minority communities; the flow of heroin and other
hard drugs to minority communities has been stepped up; attempts
to bribe @commumiedsgd addelodyeplarsdor hav e
Acommunity cont r oha mitonsty commenityNe gr o
abound.

As the class and national colonial contradictions have heigh
ened within the world and within the State of the USNA, theeimp
rialist ruling class has been forced more and more in the direction of
imposing upon the Angidmerican working class the same type of
fascist rule that has long existed in the NeNadion This fascist
counteer evol ution is advancing Al egal
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law and order, because suchaacist rule has for decades legally
existed in the Negro Nation. Wage controls, gun laws, unlawful
assembly, conspiracy and all such laws are simply rewritten from
the existing statutes of the Negro Nation. The move toward fascism
in the AngleAmerican Naion is, to a great extent, the result of the
struggles of the colonial world and especially the Negro Nation.

To summarize the question of the Negrational minority in
the AnglaAmerican Natiornt they have been forced into sociabpr
duction where they live by the objective economic laws tlesr-d
mine social organization. Negro national minority workers hold a
large number of jobs in the basic industries amy thire an integral
part of the AngleAmerican working class.

Negronational minority workers hold a high percentage of the
most unstable, hazardous, hot and heavy jobs in the economy due to
their major role in the reserve labor force andrtisgstematic x-
clusion from skilled jobs. The majority of Negro national minority
workers are forced to perform this undesirable labor in order to feed
their families and stay out of the concentration camps that @e mi
labeled reformatories and peniteriga; (e.g., the Negro national
minority is 6% of the California population and makes up nearly
40% of the California prison population, with Mexican national
minorities making up almost the rest of the prison population.)

The oppression of a national miitgrliving in the imperialist
country is, by no means, the exclusive plight of the Negtimonal
minority. On the contrary, the special oppression and super
exploitation of the national minority is an inevitable link in the i
perialist chainSuch oppression and exploitation flows with thp-ca
italist system. The workers of the oppressed natammee to the
imperialist countries poverty racked, often in ill health, unable to
speak the language, poorly educated and often ofiem raligious
background or different color. Ciglists cannot fail to recognize
that such immigrants are especially vulnerable and defenseless. The
national minorities become locked in the slums that are their first
homes, the differences between therd the peoples of the imper
alist countries are institutionalized.

Simultaneously with the rise of profits is the rationalization and
systematization of the Atheories
of these HAoutsiders. 0 tyWssidifg int he
England this special and sugeploitation of the Irish national im
nority took place first by concentration on language and cultural
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difference, and as these faded away, the religious question became
the focal point. For the Irish, this igibus factor became the only
possible battle ground in the struggle for equality. This religious
factor is ever present in the relations between Irish and English.
This weapon of oppressiérthe religious struggfe was inherited
from the specifics of histgr
There is nothing in the history of the Negreople and theirer
lationship with the AngleAmerican Nationto inject a religious fex
tor. The factor in the USNA that made simple thaticmed super
exploitation of the Negro national minority was the color factor.
The capitalist wants to prevent the real integration of tegrd\
national minority into the Angld&merican Nationfor the same i@
son that the English capitalists want to prevent tregiation of the
Irish national minority or the Japanese capitalists want to prevent
the integration of the Korean national minority. That reasom-is s
perprofits and the method of ofion is the same. The colorcfa
tor, inherited from history, becomes a real weapon in continuing
and increasing the oppression, segregation and exploitation of the
Negro national minority. It appears thatiéed the state anthem of
Kentucky speaks the tiut, AFor the back must I
wi || have to bow, wherever the Da
The special oppression of the Negnational minority also
serves another important purpose. It acts as a stopper or a brake on
any dangerous out migratidrom the Negro Nation A Si nce t hi
arendt t hat enoutahin Biremihghasdri tions hett er
stay here where there is at |l east
the special oppression and exploitation of the Negro natimimek-
ity reinforces white chavinism, institutionalizes the divisions in the
working class by making the bribe to the Anglmerican workers
dearer and facilitates an alliancetween the AngleAmerican
workers and capitalists in the explation of the Negro Nation and
the whole of the colonial world.
Because they cannot be fully integrated, the Negtmnal ni-
nority workers have remained over many getiens culturally,
politicaltluyaldrnyd fdmikepidbe wi whofit hbe
the Negro NationAt the same time, brutal oppression and second
class citizenship have forced the Negro national minority workers to
realize that the fight for freedom in the Negro Nati®nheir fight,
and the future of the Negro Nation will largely determine their own.
In addition, the psition in the working class of the Negro national
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minority workers has forced them to become part of the most class
conscious and revolutionary elemenithin the AngloAmerican
Nation Thus, the Negro national minority worker, by virtue of his
ties with the Negro Nation and position within the Anglmerican
working class pvides the concrete link bgeen the Negro people
and the AngleAmerican working class. Moreover, the Negra n
tional minority not only objectively links the Anglamerican
workers to the Negro Natiénbut through the Negro Nation to the
whole of the colonial world. Thus, the Negro inaal minority
plays a key role in gopleting the encirclement of USNA imperia

ism by the fighting colonial masses. Indeed, the vanguasgrdN
national minority workers provide the basis for the unity of struggle
between the Angldmerican working class for their emancipation
and the Negro Nation for liberation. One struggle cannot proceed
without the other.

So we see that the colonial position of the Ndgabion, while
holding back the strugglef the AngloAmerican working class in
many ways that have already been pointed out, is also a major force
that propels not only the Negro national minority but the entire A
glo-American working class forward in the life and deathgjte
against imperialism of the USNA.

The |l ong history of | aboroés st
fact that there is only one road for Negrad AngleAmerican
workers: the fight for the unity of the working class.eTGam-
munist Labor Partgees the long and bloody history of white ha
vinsmand the fAcoloro divisions tha
of USNA history as the concrete exgsions of the profound and
fundamental class and national conteiidns within the State of the
USNA. The attempts of the ruling class to maintain a division of the
working class through the use of dlmist bribery, force and ok
lence, as well as by extending petty bribes andileges, has la
ready been doomed to failure by the amperialist struggles of the
Asian, African and Latin American allies of the Negro people.

All communists and progressiveinded people must now carry
forward the ideological struggle for clarity ohet NegroNatioral
Colonial question in the USNA and to demand by concrete action:
Equal Rights for the Bfro national minority! Independence for the
Negro Nation!
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CHAPTER NINE

THE ANGLO-AMERICAN MINORITY
IN THE NEGRO MATION

Within the general territory which makes up the Nelgaiion
a majority of the popudtion is made up of Negro men and women.
In the territorial core of the Negro Natidrihat is, the Black Bedt
there is a continuous stretch of overwhelming Negro majority.
However, as Lenistated:

But the national composition of the population is one
of the most important economic factorsyt the only one
and notthe most importantTowns forexample, play a
most important economic role under capitalism.... Tasep
rate the towns from the villages and areas which ecenom

cally gravitate toward them for
fact or 6 woul d be absurd and i mpos
must nottake their stand entirely and exclusively on the

6national territorialdé principle

History and economic development have absolutely linked the
destinies of the surrounding area with the Black.Béierefore, we
see that a large minity of the people of the Negidationare An-
glo-American. Because of imperialist terror and bribery, the power
of white chauvinist ideology and the resud) separate lines obs
cial development foed upon the Negro people and Anglo
American minority members of the Negr@thdn, the common sk
torical development of all the people of the Negro Nation has been
obscured. Slavery was a system thabived more than the African
slave. That African slaveias the base of slavery just as the Negro
people are the base of the Negro Nation. The slave system involved
a number of AngleEuropearand Indian slaves and, of course, the
nonslave é¢ements who made their living serving slaverysome
capacity or hacking out a living along side it. The point is that the
NegroNt i onés roots I|ie in the basis
help but involve those people who were in some way involved with
that syptem. Secalled color differences haveeen emphasized by
the reationary forces of the USNA imperialists to prevent tiee d
velopment of a united revolutionary national movement for the li
eration of the Negro Nation and the establishment of socialism.
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The AngleAmerican minority of the Nation can be roughly-d
vided into three major sections: first, the toiling, povavtacked
elements that trace their history back for generations as proletarians,
independent farmers and tenant farmers. Second, there are the
homegrown peit capitalists (AngleAmerican) and phony poiit
cians. A third and less prominent section of the Asfgloerican
minority consists of those petty bourgeois and bribed working class
elements that constitute the real social base of the white chauvinist,
imposer politicians and other Wall Street front men.

The first, or toiling proletarian element, is by far the largest and
most important segment of the Anglanerican minority. A real
struggle must be waged to unite this oppressed Afglerican
minority with the Negrovanguard of the proletariat in the struggle
for Negro national libetion and socialism.

Many sacalled revolutionaries and upstanding progressives in
the AngleAmerican Nationdeny the many examples of outstanding
proletarian and animperialist fighters that have emerged in times
past, and are emerging today from the ranks of the Alglerican
minority.

These enemies of the Negpeople point slely to the role
played by the AnglAmericn mi nor ity as the ev
of the Negro people for the Anglemerican imperialists. Thatsa
pect of the AngleAmer i c an mi nor Othg dedd dev
bosses, prison guardgrémen, informers, sheriffs, KKK members
and other tools of oppressidrcannot be denied. In fact, it was to a
degree this role that made them part of the Negro NaBah we
must reéize that the hiring of these tools of oppression dme
chauvinist divisions within the Negro Nation, have been made po
sible not by the low level, but real bribery of the Anglmerican
minority workers in relation to the Negroes. By bribed, we mean
that the Anglo-American workers of the Nation have iergeral e-
ceived a few more of the bare necessities of life, and more social
rights and priileges than their Negro brothers and sisters. A quick
glance at any statistics reflecting living conditions will quicklyco
firm this fact. This bribery has considtén the main of a few more
crumbs povided by imperialist exploitation of the Negro people. As
imperidism is defeated, so is the material base for the bribery of the
working and toiling AngleAmerican minority of the Negro Nation.
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(Right) An assembly
line at the Internationa
Harvester plant ir
Louisville,  Kentucky,
where Negroes an
Anglo-Americars work
together.

Anglo-American and Negrowomen workers on the shop floc
Source: Langston Hjlnes& Milton Meltzer, A Pictorial Hstory of
the Negro in America (New York: Crown Pulblgs, Inc., 1956).
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The poverty of the Angldmerican minority in the NegraNa-
tionis, in spite of the bribe, a direct result of theoo@! position of
the Negro people and Nation. Imperialigmas constructed the social
relations between the Anglsmerican mineity and the Negro pe
ple so that it often appears thais the AngleAmerican minority
who is the oppressor and exploiter of the Negro people rather than
the social, economic and political relationships of imperialism: Du
ing the period of slavery the economic and social-veihg of the
Anglo-American minoity was dependent upon the position of the
Negro majority. This is just as true today as a hundred years ago.
This intertwined history has bound class heos and sisters of fdi
ferent nationalities togkér and molded them through periods of
antagonism ah cooperation into a single natality with a single
destiny.

The common history is far too long to recount, but in addition
to the facts already mentioned, some of the realities which show the
common background in the Neghation are: Both Negroes and
Anglo-Americans were slaves (Angldmericans were generally
indentured rather than chattel slaves) in the earliest days of the pla
tation system. Both Negroes and Anglmericans were subjected
to centuries of oppression and hardships relative to the workers in
the Anglo-American Nation Many Anglo-American toilers were
sl aughtered al oneyro lrotherds inthb BRener A f 1
struction struggles for land and freedofthe posteconstruction
years, the Populist Movement and later World War | saw numerous
examples of cooperation betweenstaves and Anglémerican
toilers.(2) During strikes by the Bilwrhood of Timberworkers in
1912 and throughout the United Mine Wersorganizing drive in
the Negro Nation, which involved militant strikes in 1904, 1908,
1917 and | 1920, Negro and Anglanerican workers battled the
imperialists together in united unions until they were finally beaten
back ly the open fascist terror of the KKK and the USNA gaver
ment . In the 19206s and 19306s
organizing sharecroppers unions and the @id massive Ume-
ployed Councilswhich grew up througout the Southunder the
leadeship of brave fighters.(3) More recent times have seen i
creased unity éiween Negro and Angidmerican workers in the
ship and building construction industries, hospital industry, amd ot
er strggles where the working class is beginning to feel more and
more the raw edge of fascism.
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Hard times and the threat of extermination have promoted un
fied action between Negrand AngleAmerican workers before,
and hard tires are leading in the same direction today. But the
struggle for national liberation and socialism requires more than
spontaneous cooperation based on a common desperation or-refor
ist battles which lead into one blind alley after another. It veHl r
quire a high degree of class consanass and internationalism on
the part of both the Negro majority and the Anglmerican ni
nority in the Negro NationThis consciousness can only be built
around a united stggle for Negro National Ingendence that is
closely linked with the fight for socialism in the Negro Nation and
the USNA as a whole.

Unlike the Negro people, these members of the Anglo
American minority who migrate from the Negro Natiane usually
integrated into AngleAmerican society within a generation or two.
The prevwously described color factor in the USNA prevents the
integration of the Negro national minority. Through the use of this
color factor, no Negro toiler caram equal rights or real freedom.
However, under these circumstances, USNA imperialismnot
prevent the escape of the Angdnerican minority nor too much
hinder their assimilation into Angldmerica. This integration is not
a simple matter for these workers. They must rapidighange their
folk ways and idiomatic expressions for those afgiy-America.
More and more they have been returning to the Safiith a bitter
taste of no jobs and hard timesirsl life. There has been many a
verse written like those in the sobgtroit City which describes the
hard life and deep isation suffered by the Angldmerican minor
ty from the Negro Idtion in their struggle to integrate themselves
into the AngleAmerican Nation
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CHAPTER TEN
CONCLUSION

We are living in the historic era of moribund capitalism
imperialism. We live in the decades of imperialist wars andeprol
tarian revolutions, the era marked by the transition of natants
peoples from capitalism to socialism. The question of developing an
international front of struggle of the working class becomesa fu
damental question in the tactics of the class. The questiona-of m
neuver and reserves become basic questid strategy for the
glo-American working class.

The Negroquestion developed as an antithetical element in the
growth of the State of the USNA. The bourgeoistetion of 1776
was also a turning point in the devahoent of Negro slavery. B-
gelswrote:

...the American Constitution, the first to recognize the
rights of man, in the same breath confirmed the slavery of
the colored races in America; class privileges we pr
scribed, racerivileges sanctified.(1)

In a like manner, the development of USNA imperiafsits
assuming an international charaétevas paced with the devglo
ment of the national character of the Negu@stion. The keysten
of revolution is the resolution of the Negro question, just as this
guestion is the kestone to the introduction of fascism in the United
States of North America as a whole.

History has repeatedly proven that any attempt of the Anglo
American working class to move forward and not take full account
of the Negragquestion is doomed to failure. The sorry history of the
C.1.0. is proof enough.

We communists of the Communist Labor Paatg the rost
passionate crusaders for justice and morality. We have a sense of
moral revulsion and outrage when we daily see the humiliafirg o
pression and ruthless exploitation of the Nepemple. Not only
because we hate national oppression andmstprivilege but also
because it is that very national oppression of the Negro Nation
which fastens ever tighter the chains of capitalist exploitation on the
Anglo-American working class.

Leninism defines thegditical nature of imperialism as reaction
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down the line. This is doubly true regarding USNA imperialé&rd
triply true in relation to the Negrblation All the prayers, pious
resolutions and Chatian selfsacrifice of life and liberty will not
bring independence and democracy one bit closer for the Negro N
tion. There are no more reforms left in USNA imperialism. Histor
cally it is transforming into Socialism. The only path is the path of
revoluion, the path of socialist reconstruction of the United States
of North America.

We face a difficult task. The class struggle and social struggle
are being waged without a mature Mantishinist Communist
Party. It is the very difficult and contradictomature of the task of
building a revolutionary Communist Party that suggests itsuesol
tiond that is, to build such a party on the basis of the fact that the
Negroquestion, a national colonial question, is key to the Socialist
revolution inthe USNA. It is key to the unity of the working class,
key to the alliance of the Latin American masses and the Anglo
American proletariat

The political movements that preceded the Communist Labor
Partyd from the New York Communist Clulmiown to the decrepit
revisionist CPUSA have all been smashed to smithereens on this
rock of the Negra@uestion.

We believe hat we have fundamentally proven our point on the
Negro question. Now we must match the struggle for theoretical
clarity with an aggressive practical and revolutionary struggle for
the unity of the proletariat.

We call upon those who have dethis document and basically
agree with it to join us in militantly answering the call of history!

WIN THE PROLETARIAT TO THE
CAUSE OF COMMUNISM!

INDEPENDENCE FOR THE NEGRO NATION!

EQUAL RIGHTS FOR THE NEGRO
NATIONAL MINOR ITY!
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APPENDIX
Introduction

The following appendix contains the two resolutions on the N
gro Natiomal question passed by the Communist Internatiamal
October 1928 and October 1930. Together, these resolutiotigelay
foundation for any really scientific investigation of the Negrosgue
tion. The reader will note some obvious and sharp differenees b
tween the position of the CLP and the position of the Communist
International at that time. Such differences are natinain viewed
over a forty year span. This is so, first of all, because the world is in
constant flux and the truths of yesteryear are not entirely applicable
today. Our knowledge of truth grows dialectically. That is to say
that we approach our understargliof reality by constantly taking
on new concepts that conform more closely to objective reality and
casting aside those concepts that contradict this reality. So it is with
the development of the Negro question. Therefore it is with a sense
of pride andwith a firm knowledge of our historical continuity that
we present these valuable historic political documents.

Also included in this appendix are three articles taken from the
Peopl e 6 sthe padliticah papeeof the Communist Labortya
AiSocialism the Only Road?o, iAre
Nati onal Mi norities?o

Also included are supplementary charts which provide statistics
on the economic and social status of Negroes in the USNA.

In addition, we invite the readé¢o study the pamphlet of the
Communi st Party, written by Gus
andthe NegrQu e st i ono. Of baslongagerept he
diated that document. However, it is the highest mark of theoretical
understanding of the Negro agi®n in the CPUSA. Despite itsisu
jectivity and some gross thedreta | errors fAMar xi sn
Questiono, a dlutiamgyof thei Corhinternhpevide thes
basis for the present work of the Communist Labor Party
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RESOLUTIONS OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL
ON THE NEGRO QUESTION IN THE UNITED STATES

1. RESOLUTION OF COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL,
OCTOBER, 1930

1. The Communist Party of the United States has always acted
openly and energetidglagainst Negrappression and has thereby
won increasing sympathy among the Negro patmii. In its own
ranks, too, the Party has relentlessly fought the slightest evidence of
white chauvinismand has purged it§edf the gross opportunism of
the Lovestoneites. According to the assertions of these people, the
“industrial revolit i ono wi | | sweep away the
the agricultural Southand will proletarianize the Negro peasgn
so that the Negro question, as a special national question, would
thereby be presumably solved, or could be put off until the time of
the socialist revolution in America. But the Party has not yet su
ceeded in overcoming in its own ranks all undemgsiion of the
struggle for the slogan of the right of sddtermination, and still
less succeeded in doing away with latk of clarityon the Negro
guestion. In the Party discussion of the question was often wrongly
put and much erroneous counterpoisafgphrases of the question
occurred; thus, for instance: Should the slogan of social eqoality
the slogan of the right of seffetermination of the Negroes bm-e
phasized? Should only propaganda
determination be carried oor, should this slogan be considered as a
slogan of action? Should separatist tendencies among the Negroes
be supported or opposed? Is the Southern region, thickly populated
by Negroes to be | ooked upon as a
the nationale conomy of the United State:
revolutionary situation cannot arise independent of the general rev
lutionary development in the United States?

In the interest of the utmost clarity of ideas on this question, the
Negroqueston in the United States must be viewed from thedstan
point of its peculiarity, namely, as the question obapressed &
tion, which is in a peculiar and extraordinarily dissiag situation
of national oppression not only in view of the pioentracial dis-
tinctions(marked difference in the color of skin, etc.), but above all,
because of considerabsmcial antagonisn{remnants of slavery).
This introduces into the American Negro question an important,
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peculiar trait which is absent from the nationalegtion of other
oppressed peoples. Furthermore, it is necessary to face clearly the
inevitable distinction between the position of the Negro irStbath
and in theNorth, owing to the fact that at least thrmirths of the
entre Negro population in the United States (12,000,000) live in
compact masses in the South, most of them being peasants iand agr
cultural laborers in a state of semie r f d 0 m, settl ed
Beltb and constitut ipomlationhwhereas theo r i t
Negroes in the northern states are for the most part industrilel wor
ers of the lowest categories who have recently come to the various
industrial centers from the South (having often even fled from
there).

The struggle of the Commists for theequal rightsof the Ne-
groes applies to all Negroes, in the North as well as in the South
The struggle for this slogan embraces all or almost all ofrthe i
portant special interests of the Negroes in the North, duinnthe
South, where the main Communist slogan mustThe Right of
SelfDetermination of the Negroes in the Black B€hese two €-
gans, however, are most closely connected. The Negroes in the
North are very much intested in wining the right of seH
determination of the Negrpopulation of the Black Belt and can
thereby hope for strong support for the establishment of trueiequal
ty of the Negroes in the North. In the South the Negroes ara-suffe
ing no less, but stimore than in the North from the glaring lack of
all equality; for the most part the struggle for their most urgent pa
tial demands in the Black Belt is nothing more than the struggle for
their equal rights, and only the fulfillment of their main slogae,
right of selfdetermination in the Black Belt, can assure them of true
equality.

THE STRUGGLE FOR THE EQUAL RIGHTS
OF THE NEGROES

2. The basis for the demand of equality of the Negroesois pr
vided by thespecialyoke to which the Negroes in the Ut States
are subjected by the ruling classes. In comparison with the situation
of the other various nationalities and races oppressed by American
imperialism, the yoke of the Negroes in the United States is of a
peculiar nature and particularly oppressiVais is partly due to the
historical past of the American Negroes as imported slaves, but is
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much more due to the still existing slavery of the American Negro
which is immediately apparent, for example, irmparing their
situation even wit the situation of the Chinese angaaesevork-
ersin the West of the United States, or with the lot of the Filipinos
(Malay racé who are under coloniagpression.

It is only a Yankee bourgeois lie to say that the yoke of Negro
slavery has been lifted in the United States. Formally it has been
abolished, but in practice the great majority of the Negro masses in
the Southare living in slavery in the literal sense of the wordr-Fo
mal | vy, thagy adtendhteéarmersodo or
the big plantations of the white land owners, but actually they are
completely in the power of their exploiters; they are not permitted,
or else it is made impossible for them to leave their exploiters; if
they do leave the plantations, they are brought back and in many
cases whipped; many of them are simply taken prisoner under var
ous pretexts and, bound together with long chains, they have to do
compulsory labor on the roads. All through the South, the Negro
are not only deprived of all rights, and subjected to the arbitrary will
of the white exploiters, but they are also socially ostracized, that is,
they are treated in general not as human beings, but as cattle. But
this ostracism regarding eyroes is notimited to the South. Not
only in the South but throlgut the United States, the lynching of
Negroes is permitted to go unpunished. Everywhere the American
bourgeoisie surrounds the Negroes with an atmosphere of social
ostracism.

The 100 per cent Yankegrogance divides the American pBp
lation into a series of castes, among which the Negroes constitute,
so to speak, the caste of the fAun
category than the lowest categories of human society, the immigrant
laborers, therellow immigrants, and the Indians. In all big cities the
Negroes have to live in special segregated Ghettoes (and of course,
have to pay extremely high rent). In practice, marriage between N
groes and whites is prohibited and in the Sdhib is even forh-
den by law. In various other ways, the Negroes are segregated, and
if they overstep the bounds of theysmgation they immediately run
the risk of being iltreated by the 100 per cent bandits. As wage
earners, the Negroes domeced to perform the lowest and most di
ficult work; they generally receive lower wages than the white
workers and do not always get the same wages as white workers
doing similar work, and their treatment is the very worst. Many
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American Federation of leor Trade unions do not admit Negro
workers in their ranks, and a number have organized special trade
unions for Negroes so that they will not have to let them into their
fgood white society. o

This whole system ofCrofissnedgr ieg a
special form of national and social oppression under which the
American Negroes have much to suffer. The origin of all this is not
difficult to find: this Yankee arrogance towards the Negroes stinks
of the disgusting atmosphere of the old slave eiarkhis is
downright robbery and slave whipping barbarism at the peak of
capit dtluirset. ofi cu

3. The demand for equal rights in our sense of the word, means
not only demanding the same rights for the Negroes as the whites
have in the United States at theesent time, but also demanding
that the Negroes should be granted all rights and other advantages
which we demand for the corresponding oppressed classes of whites
(workers and other toilers). Thus in our sense of the word,dhe d
mand for equal rights eans a continuous work of abolishment of
all forms of economic and political oppression of the Negroes, as
well as their social exclusion, the insults perpetrated against them
and their segregation. This is to be obtained by constant struggle by
the whiteand black workers for effective legal protection of the
Negroes in all fields, as well as actual enforcement of their equality
and the combating of every expression of Negrophobia. One of the
Communist slogans is: Death for Nedyoching!

The struggle for the equal rights of the Negroes does not in any
way exclude recognition and supp
own special schools, government organs, etc., wherever the Negro
masses put forward such national demands eif thwn accord.

This will, however, in all probability occur to any great extent only
in the Black Belt In other parts of the country the Negroes suffer
above all from being shut out from the general social institutions
and not from beig prohibited from setting up their own national
institutions. With the development of the Negro intellectuals{pri
ci pal | y ipmofessidngandfoffarth@ éayer of small cagita

ist business people, there have appeared lately not only definite e
forts for developing a purely nationakdito culture, but also d¢u
spoken bourgeois tendencies towards Negro nationalism. The broad
masses of the Negro population in the big industrial centers of the
North are, however, making no efforts whatsoever to mairtad
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cultivate a national aloofness. They are, on the contrary, working
for assimilation. This effort of the Negro masses can do much in the
future to facilitate the progressiveopess of amalgamating the
whites and Negroes intanenation, and it is uger no circumstas:

es the task of the Communists to givepart to bourgeois natioka

ism in its fight with the progressive asiliation tendencies of the
Negro working masses.

4. The slogan of equal rights of the Negregthout a relentless
struggle in pactice against all manifestations of Negrophobia on
the part of the American bourgeoisian be nothing but a deceptive
liberal gesture of a sly slave owner or his agent. This slogan is in

fact repeated by fAsocialisto and
and philanthropists, who want to get publicity for themselves by
appealing to the fAsense of justic

the individual treatment of the Negroes, and thereby-tsibé d-

tention from the one effective struggle against the shdregéiem

of Awhite s up elassstugdletagainst thd Ameritant h e
bourgeoisieThe struggle for equal rights for the Negroes is, in fact,

one of the most important parts of the proletarian class struggle of
the United States.

The struggle forgual rights for the Negroes must certainly take
the form of common struggle by the white and black workers.

The increasing unity of the various working class elemeruts pr
vokes constant attempts on the part of the American bourgeoisie to
play one group agast another, particularly the white workers
against the black, and the black workers against the immigrant
workers, and vice versa, and thus to promote the divisions within
the working class, which contribute to the bolstering up of Amer
can capitalist rd. The Party must carry on a ruthless struggle
against all these attempts of the bourgeoisie and do everything to
strengthen the bonds of class solidarity of the working class on a
lasting basis.

In the struggle for equal rights for the Negroes, howevas, i
the duty of thewhite workers to marctat the headf the struggle.

They must everywhere make a breach in the walls of segregation

and "JmCr owi smd which have been set
market morality. They must most ruthlessly unmask and condem

the hypocritical reformists and b
in reality, are only interested in strengthening the power of the en

mies of the Negroes. They, the white workers, must boldly jump at
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the throat of the 100 per cent bandits who strikéegroin the face.
This struggle will be the test of real international solidarity of the
Americanwhite workers.

It is the special duty of the revolutionary Negvorkers to ce
ry on tireless activity among the Negro workingsges to free them
of their distrust of the white proletariat and draw them into the
common front of the revolutionary class struggle against the- bou
geoisie. They must emphasize with all force that the firk of
proletarian morality is that no workevho wants to be an equal
member ofhis classmust ever serve as a strike breaker cua
porterof bourgeois politics. They must ruthlessly unmask all Negro
politicians corrupted or directly bribed by American tmmois ick-
ology, who systematically intenfe with the real proletéan struggle
for equal rights for the Negroes.

Furthermore, the Communist Party must resist all tendencies
within its own ranks to ignore the Negrpuestion as a national
guesion in the United States, not only in tBeuthbut also inthe
North. It is advisable for the Communist Party in the Nortlalto
stain from the establishment of any special Negro organizations,
and in place of this to bring the black and white workers together in
common organizations of struggle and joint action. Effective steps
mustbe taken for the rganization of Negro workers in the Trade
Union Unity League and revolutionary trade unions. Underastim
tion of this work takes vaous forms: lack of energy in recruiting
Negro workers, in keeping them in our ranks and in drawing them
into the full life of the trade unions, selecting, educating anak pr
moting Negro forces to leading functions in the organizations.

The Party must make itself entirely responsible for the tayry
through of this very important work. It is most urgently necessary to
publish a popular mass paper dealing with the Nggestion, edi
ed by white and black comrades, and to have all active followers of
this paper grouped organizatiowall

Il. The Struggle for the Right of Selietermination
of the Negroes in the Black Belt

5. It is not correct to consider the Negmane of the Souths a
colony of the United States. Such aaddcterization of the Black
Belt could be based in some respects only upon artificialty co
strued analogies, and would create superfluous difficulties for the
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clarification of ideas. In rejecting this estimation, however, it should
not ke overlooked that it would be none the less false to try to make
a fundamental distinction between the character of national eppre
sion towhich the colonial peoples are subjected and the yoke of
other oppressed natiarfsundamentally, nainal opprssion in both
cases is of the same character, and is in the Black Belt in raany r
spects worse than in a number of actual colonies. On one hand the
Black Belt is not in itself, either economically or poliliga such a
unitedwhole as to warranits being called a special lomy of the
United States.But on the other hand, this zone is not, eitherec
nomically or politically, such an integral part of the téxai States as
any other part of the country. Industrialization in the Black Belt is
not, asis generally the case in colonies, properly speaking, iR co
tradictionwith the ruling interests of the impeligt bourgeoisie,
which has in its hands the monopoly of all theustry; but insofar
as industry is developed here, it will in no way bringadution to
the question of living conditions of the oppressed Negro majority,
nor to the agrariaguestion,which lies at the basis of the national
guestion. On the contrarthis question is still further aggravated
as a result of the increase of the tcadictions arising from the pre
capitalist forms of exploitation of the Negro peasantry and oha co
siderable portion of the Negro proletarfatiners, forestry workers,
etc.) in the Black Belt, and at the same time, owing tdrttiestrial
development herghe growth of thenost important driving force
of the natimal revolution, the black working class, is especially
strengthened. Thus, the prospect for the future is not an inevitable
dying away of the national revolutionary ¢fe movement in the
South, as Lovestonprophesied, but on the contrary, a gredt a
vance of this movement and the rapid approach of elutkanary
crisis in the Black Belt.

6. Owing to the peculiar situation in the Black Bétie fact that
the majority of the resident Negmmpulation are farmers and agr
cultural laborers and that the éfgtist economic system as well as
political class rule there is not only of a special kind, but to a great
extentstill has precapitalist and serrgolonial features), the right of
selfdetermination of the Negroes as tinain sloganof the Can-
munist Party in the Black Belt is appropriate. This, however, does
not in any way mean that the struggle for equal rightthefNe-
groes in the Black Belt is less necessary or less well founded than it
is in the North. On the comty, here, owing to the whole situation,
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this struggle is even better founded; but the form of this slogan does
not sufficiently corespond with theconcreterequirements of the
liberation struggle of the Negro population. Anyway, it is clear that
in most cases it is a question of the daily conflicts of interest b
tween the Negroes and the white rulers in the Black Belt on bie su
ject of infringement othe most elementary equality rights of the
Negroes by the whites. Daily events of the kind are: all Negro pe
secutions, all arbitrary economic acts of robbery by the white e
ploiters (ABl ack Mands Bucalké no)
fiJidm o wi Kem, hdwever, it is very important in connection
with all these concrete cases of conflict to concentrate the attention
of the Negro masses not so much on the general demands of mere
equality, but much more on some of the revolutioraagic -
mandsarisng from the concrete situation.

The slogan of the right of sedfetermination occupies therce
tral place in the liberation struggle of the Negpulation in the
Black Beltagainst the yoke of American imperialism. Busthlo-
gan, as we see it, must be carried out only in connection with two
other basic demands. Thus, there are three basic demands to be kept
in mind in the Black Belt, nady, the following:

(a) Confiscation of the landed property of the white landowners
and capitalists for the benefit of the Negiarmers The landed
property in the hands of the white American exploiters constitutes
the most important material basis of the entire system of national
oppression and serfdoofi the Negroes in the Black Bellore than
threequarters of all Negro farmers here are bound in actual serfdom
to the farms and plantations of the white exploiters by the feudal
system of Ashare cr oppi nctice are On
they freed from the yoke of their former slavery. The same holds
completely true for the great mass of black contract laborers. Here
the contract is only the capitalist expression of the chains of the old
slavery, which even today are not infregtly applied in their nat
ral iron form on the roads of the Black Belt (chain gang workg-Th
se are the main forms of present Negro slavery in the Black Belt,
and no breaking of the chains of this slavery is possible without
confiscating all the landed gperty of the white masters. Without
this revolutionary measure, without the agrarian revolution, the
right of seltdetermination of the Negro population would be only a
Utopia or, at best, would remain only on paper without changing in
any way the actuanslavement.

141



(b) Establishment of the state unity of the Black .B&ftthe
present time this Negrmoné precisely for the purpose of facilita
ing national oppressi@énis arificially split up and divided into a
number of vaous states which include distant localities having a
majority of white population. If the right of sefetermination of
the Negroes is to be put into force, it is necessary wherever possible
to bring together into one govenental unit all districts othe
Southwhere the majority of the settled population consists @f N
groes. Within the limits of this state there will of course remain a
fairly significant white minority which must submit to the right of
selfdetermination oftte Negro majority. There is no other possible
way of carrying out in a democratic manner the right of-self
determination of the Negroes. Every plan regarding the establis
ment of the Negro state with an exclusively Negro population in
America (and of cougs still more exporting it to Africa) is nothing
but an unreal and reactionary caricature of the fulfillment of the
right of seltdetermination of the Negroes, and every attemptao is
late and transport the Negroes would have the most damaging effect
upontheir interests. Above all, it would violate the right of the-N
gro farmersin the Black Belt not only to their present residences
and their land, but also to the land owned by the white landlords and
cultivated by Negro labor.

(c) Right of seldetermination.This means complete anch-u
limited right of the Negraonajority to exercise gernmental authe
ity in the entire territory of the Black Belis well as to decide upon
the relations between theirrtitory and other nationgparticularly
the United States. It would not be right of s#dtermination in our
sense of the word if the Negroes in the Black Belt had the right of
seltdetermination only in cases which concerredtlusivelythe
Negroes and did not affect the whites, because the most important
cases arising here are bound to affect the whites as well as Negroes.
First of all, true right to selfletermination means that the Negro
majority and not the white minority in the entbegritory of the d-
ministratively united Black Belt exercises the right of administering
governmental, legislative, and judicial authority. At the present time
all this power is concentrated in the hands of the white bourgeoisie
and landlords. It is theywho appoint all officials, it is they who &l
pose of public property, it is they who determine the taxes, it is they
who govern and make the laws. Therefdhe overthrow of this
class rulein the Black Belt is unconditionally necessary in the
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strugglefe t he Ne gr o-detidninationgThis, howvever,s e | f
means at the same time the overthrow of the yoke of Amenican i
perialism in the Black Belt on which the forces of the local white
bourgeoisie depend. Only in this way, only if the Negro population

of the Black Belt wins its freedom from American imperialism even

to the point of decidingtself the relations between its country and

other governments, especially the United States, will it win real and
complete sefldetermination. One should demandnfradhe begi-

ning that no armed forces of American imperialism should remain

on the territory of the Black Belt.

As stated in the letter of the Political Secretariat of the E.C.C.I.
of March 16, 19 30, unresbreedlyaoyroma ni s t
s t r u g gthees@fdetermination of the Negrpopulation in the
Black Beltin accordance with what has been set forth above. It is
incorrect and harmful to intpret the Communist stand point to
mean that the Communists stand toe tight of seHdetermination
of the Negroes only up to artan point but not beyond this, to, for
example, the right of segation. It is also incorrect to say that the
Communists are only to carry on propaganda or agitation for the
right of seltdetemination, but not to develop any activity to bring
this about. No, it is of thetmost importance for the Communist
Party to reject any such limtton of its struggle for this slogan.
Even if the situation does not yet warrant the raising of the question
of uprising, one should not limit oneself at present to propaganda
for the demanblet efirRmignhatt ioofn , e | bfut
mass actions, such as demswations, strikes, tax boycott mmsv
ments, etc.

Moreover, the Party cannot make its stand fis slogan d-
pendent upon any conditions, even the condition that the proletariat
has the hegemony in the national revolutionary Negoeement or
that the majority of the Negro population in the Black Eelopts
the Sovié form (as Pepper demanded), etc. It goes without saying
that the Communists in the Black Belt will and must try to win over
all working elements of the Negroes, that is, the majority of the
population, to their side and to convince them not only that they
must win the right of selfletermination but also that they must
make use of this right incaordance with the Communist program.
But this cannot be made @ndition for the stand of the Co-
munists in favor of the right of seffetermination of the Negnmop-
ulation. If, or so long as, the majority of this population wishes to
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handle the situation in the Black Belt in a different manner from
that which we Communists would like, its complete right to-self
determination must be regwized. This right we muddefend as a
free democratic right.

8. In general, the Communist Party of the United States has
kept to this correct line recently in its struggle for the right of self
determination of the Negroes, even though thisdlimesome ca-

e has been unclearlyrcerroneously expressed. In particular,
some misunderstanding has arisen from the failure to make a clear
di stinction between t-het eremiamadt ifo
and the demand for governmental separation, simply treating these
two demands in theame way. However, these two demands are not
identical. Complete right to seffetermination includes also the
right to governmental separation, but does not necessarily imply
that the Negrgopulation shouldnake use of thigght in all cir-
cumstances, that is, that it must actually separate or attemptato sep
rate the Black Belfrom the &isting governmental federation with

the United States. If it desires to separate, it must be free to do so;
but if it prefers to remaifiederded with the United States it must
also be free to do that. This is the correct meaning of the idea of
seltdetermination, and it must be recognized quite independently of
whether the United States is still a capitalist state or whethey-a pr
letariandictatorship has already been established there.

It is, however, another matter if it is not a case ofrigbt of
the oppressed nation concerned to separate or to maintaim-gover
mental contact, but if the question is treated on its merits: whether it
is to work for state separation, whether it is to strudgtethis or
not. This is another question, on which the stand of the Communists
mustvary according to the concrete conditions. If the proletariat has
come into power in the United States, the Comistudegroes will
not come out for buagainstseparation of the NegRepublic from
federation with the United States. But thight of the Negroes to
governmental separation will benconditionally reéized by the
Communist Party; it will uconditionally give the Negro population
of the Black Beltfreedom of choice even on this question. Only
when the proletariat has come into power in the United States the
Communists will carry on propagda among the working masses
of the Negro population against sgption, in order to convince
them that it is much better and in the interest of the Negro nation for
the Black Belt to be a free republic, where the Negro majority has
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complete right of selfletermination but remains governntety
federated with the great proletarian republic of the United States.
The bourgeois counteevolutionists, on the other hand, will then

be interested in boosting the separation tendencies in the ranks of
the various nationalities in order to utilizeparatist nationalism as

a barrier for the bourgeois countewolution against the consodid

tion of the proletarian dictatorship.

But the question at the present time is not this. As loropas
talism rules in the United States the Communists cannot ocarhe
against governmental separation of the Negmae from the United
States. They recognize that this separation from the imperialist
United States would be preferable, from the standpoint of dhe n
tional interests of the Negro populatidn, their present oppressed
state,and therefore, the Communists are ready at any time to offer
all their support if only the working masses of the Negro pmpul
tion are ready to take up the struggle for govermiaéindepend-
ence ofthe Black Belt At the pesent time, however, the situation
in the national struggle in the Soughnot such as to win masspsu
port of the working Negroes for this separatist struggle; and it is
not the task of Communists to call uptihem to separate, without
taking into consideration the existing situation and the desires of the
Negro masses.

The situation in the Negrquestion in the Unéd States, ho-
ever, may undergo a radical change. It is evenghelithat the g&
aratist efforts to obtain complete state independence of the Black
Belt will gain ground among the Negro masses of the Siouthe
near future. This is connected with the prospective sharpening of the
national conflicts in the South, with the advance of the national re
olutionary Negro movement, and with the exceptionally brutsd fa
cist aggressiveness of the white exploiters of the South, as well as
with the support of this aggressiveness by the central goeatnm
authaity of the United States. In this sharpening of the situation in
the South, Negro separatism will presumably increase, and the que
tion of independence of the Black Belt will become the question of
the day. Then the Communist Party must also thge question
and, if the circumstances seem favorable, must stand up with all
strength and courage for the struggle to win independence and for
the esthlishment of a Negro republic in the Black Belt.

9. The general relation of Communists to separaisiencies
among the Negroes, described above, cannot mean that Communists
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associate themselves at present, or generally speaking, during cap
talism, indiscriminately and without criticism with all the separatist
currents of the various bourgeois or petbutgeois Negr@roups.

For there is not only a natioredvolutionary, but also a reactionary
Negro separatism, for instance, that represented by Garvey. His
Utopia of an isolated Negro state (regardless of whether in Africa or
America, if itis supposed to consist of Negroes only) pursues only
the political aim of diverting the Negro masses from the realdiber
tion struggle against American imperialism.

It would be a mistake to- imagi
deter mi nat i on orevautiomagyastogan aly imeet r ul y
nection with the demand for complete separatiime question of
power is decided not only throughe demand of separation, but
just as much through the demand of tigit to decide the separ
tion question and setfetermnation in general. A direct question of
power is also the demand of confiscation of the land of the white
exploiters in the Southas well as the demand of the Negroes that
the entire Black Belbe amalgamateidto a state unit.

Hereby, every single fundamental demand of the liberation
struggle of the Negroes in the Black Belsuch that if once tha-
oughly understood by the Negmasses and adopted as thedr- sl
gard it will lead them into the struggle for the overthrow of the
power of the ruling bourgeoisie, which is impossible without such
revolutionary struggle. One waot deny that it is just possible for
the Negro population of the Black Belt to win the right to -self
determiration during capitalism; but it is perfectly clear and indub
table that this is possible only through successful revolutionary
struggle for power against the American bourgeoisie, througH-
ingt he Ne gr o e sdéterminatiph from Arhericareinge
alism. Thus, the slogan of right to sdtermination is a real slogan
of national rebellion which, to be considered as such, need not be
supplemented by proclaiming struggle for the complete separation
of the Negro zone, at least not at present. Boiuist be made pe
fectly clear to the Negro +Mmasses
determinationd includes the- deman
cide even the question of complete @apon. We demand freedom
of separation, real right of sefeterminatn, wrote Lenin A o-er t ai
l'y not in order to 6recommendd scE€
order to facilitate and accelerate the democratic rapprochement and
unification of nations 6 For t he samertypther pose,
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Communist Party of the Soviet Union, bestowed after itzuse of
power on all the peoples hitherto oppressed by Russian Tsarism, the
full right to selfdetermination, including the right of complete @ep
ration, and achieved thereby its enormouscesses with regard to
the democratic rapprochement and voluntary uaiifio of nations.

10. The slogan for the right of selétermination and the other
fundamental slogans of the Neggoestion in the Black Betto not
exclude but rather prsuppose an energetic development of the
struggle for concretpartial demanddinked up with the dailyneeds
and afflictions of wide masses of working Negroes. In order to
avoid, in this connection, the danger of opportunist tslickngs,
Communists must above all remember this:

(a) The direct aims and partial demands around which a partial
struggle develops are to be linked up in the course of the struggle
with the revolutionary fundamental slogans brought up by the-que
tion of power in a popular manner corresponding to the mood of
the masses. (Confiscation of the big landholdings, establishment of
governmental unity of the Black Betight of seltdetermination of
the Negragpopulation in the Black 8t.) Bourgeoissocialist tende-
cies to oppose such a rembnary widening and deepening of the
fighting demands must be fought.

(b) One should not venture to draw up a complete program of
some Kkind, or a system of ofiposi
grams on the part of petiyourgeois politicians should be exposed
as attempts to divert the masses from the necessary hard struggles
by fostering reformist and democratic illusions among them. Every
positive partial demand which might crop up is to be camnsid
from the viewpoint of whether it is in keeping with our revolntio
ary fundamental slogans or whether it is of a reformist or reactio
ary tendency. Every kind of national oppression which arouses the
indignation of the Negronasses can hgsed as a suitable point of
departure for the development of partial struggles, during which the
abolition of such oppressions, as well as theavemtion through
revolutionary struggle against the ruling exploiting dictatorship,
must be demanded.

(c) Everything should be done to bring wide masses of Negroes
into these partial struggles. This is importamind not to carry the
various partial demands to such an ufadical point that the mass
of working Negroes are no longer able to recognize thethers
own. Without a real mobilization of the massovementd in spite
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of the sabotage of the bourgeois reformist Nqgpliticiansd even

the best Communist partial demands get hung up. On the other
hand, even some relatively insignificant actghd Ku Klux Klan

bandits in the Black Beltan become the occasion of importaot p

litical movements, provided the Communists are able to organize

the rsistance of the indignant Negro masses. In such cases, ma
movements of this kind can easily develop into real rebellion. This

rests on the fact théitas Leninsaidd A Every act p-of nat
pression calls forth resistance on the part of the masses of the pop

lation, and the tendency of eveaagt of resistance on the part gf-o
pressed peoples is the national u

(d) Communists must fight in thforefront of the national
liberation movement and must do their utmost for the progress of
this mass movement and its revolutionization. Negommunists
must clearly dissociatehemselves from all bourgeois currents in
the Negro movement, must indefatigably oppose the spread of the
influence of the bourgeois groups on the workiregides. In dela
ing with them they must apply the Comanist tactic laid down by
the Sixth C.I. Congressith regard to the colonial question, in order
to guaranteghe regemony of the Negro proletariat the national
liberation movement of the Negro poatibn and to coalinate
wide masses of the Negro peasantry in a steady fightiraned
with the proletariat.

(e) One must work with the utmost energy for the establishment
and consolidation oCommunist Party organizatiorsnd revoli-
tionarytrade unionsn the SouthFuthermore, immediate measures
must be taken for the organization of proletarian and peaséint
defenseagainst the Ku Klux Klan. For this purpose the Communist
Party is to give further instructions.

11. It is paticularly incumbent on Negr€ommunists to crit
cize consistently the halfeartedness and hesitations of the petty
bourgeois nationalevolutionary Negro leaders in the liberation
struggle of the Black Beltexposing thenbefore the masses. All
national reformist currents as, fesstance, Garveyism, which are an
obstacle to the revolutionization of the Negro masses, must be
fought systematically and with thenoost energy. Simultaneously,
Negro Communists must carry on @ng the Negro masses am-e
ergetic struggle against nationalist moods directed indiscriminately
against all whites, workers as well as capitalists, Communists as
well as imperialists. Their constant call to the Negro masses must
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be: Revolutionary struggle gainst the ruling white bourgeoisie,
through a fighting alliance with the revolutionary white proletariat!
Negro Communists must indefgably explain to the mass of the
Negro population that even if many white workers in America are
still infected with Ngrophobia, the American proletariat, as a class,
which owing to its struggle against the American bourgeoisi@fepr
sents the only truly revolutionary class, will be the only reahmai
stay of Negro liberation. Insofar as successes in the national
revolutiorary struggle of the Negro polation of the Southor its
right to selfdetermination are already possible under capitalism,
they can be achieved only if this struggle is effectively supported by
proletarian mass actions on agarscale in the other parts of the
United States. But it is also cl
revolution will finally decidethe agrarian question and the national
guestion in the South of the United States, in the interest of éhe pr
dominatiy mass of the Negro Qotomall| at i
Theses of the Sixth World Congrgss

12. The struggle regarding the Neggoestion in the North
must be linked up with the liberation struggle in the Soutlorder
to endow the Negro movement throughout the United States with
the necessary effective strength. After all, in the North, as well as in
the South, it is a qBon of the real emancipation of the American
Negroes, which &s in fact never taken place. The Communist Party
of the United States must bring into play its entire revolutionary
energy, in order to obilize the widest possible masses of the white
and black proletariat of the United States, not by words, but by
deeds for real effective support of the struggle for the liberation of
the Negroes. Enslament of the Negroes is one of the mast i
portant foundations of the imperialist dictatorship of United States
capitalism. The more American imperialism fastens its yark¢he
millions-strong Negro masses, the more must the Communist Party
develop the mass struggle for Negro emancipation, and the better
use it must make of all conflicts which arise out of the natiorfal di
ference, as an ingtve for revolutionary mass dohs against the
bourgeoisie. This is as much in the direct interest of the proletarian
revolution in Ameica. Whether the rebellion of the Negroes is to be
the outcome of a general revolutionary situation in the United
States, whether it is to originate ihe whirlpool of decisive fights
for power by the wding class, for proletarian dictatorship, or
whether on the contrary the Negro rebellion will be the prelude of
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gigantic struggles for power by the American proletariat, cannot be
foretold now. But ineither contingency it is essential for thenGo
munist Partyto make an mergetic beginning noévat the present
momend with the organiation of joint mass strugglesf white and
black workers againstaégro oppression. This alone will enable us
to get rid of he bourgeois white chauviniswhich is polluting the
ranks of the white workers in America, to overcome the distrust of
the Negro masses caused by the inhumane barbarous Negro slave
traffic still carried on by the American bourgs@d inasmuch as it

is directed even against all white worlérand to win over to our
side these millions of Negroes as active felfighters in the strg-

gle for the overthrow of bourgeois power throughout America.

2. RESOLUTION OF COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL
OCTOBER 26, 1928

1. The industrialization of the Soutthe concentration of a new
Negro working class population in the big cities of the East and
North and the entrance of the Negroes into the basic industrias
mass scale, create thespibility for the Negro workers, under the
leadership of the Gomunist Party, to assume the hegemony of all
Negro liberation movements, and to increase their importance and
role in the revaltionary struggle of the Americanqgietariat.

The Negroworking class has reached a stage of development
which enables it, if properly organized and well led, to fulfik-su
cessfully its double historical mission: (a) to play asiderable
role in the class struggle agaisterican imperialism as amk
portant part of the American working class; and (b) to lead the
movement of the oppressed masses of the Negro population.

2. The bulk of the Negrpopulation (86 per cent) live in the
southern states; of this nueb74 per cent live in the rural districts
and are dependent almost exclusively upomcafiure for a livel
hood. Approximately onbalf of these rural dwellers live in the-so
call ed ABIlI acnk whelcth ar ea ®HBhpery cons
cent of the entire pagation. The great mass of the Negro agrarian
population are subject to the most ruthless exploitation and persec
tion of a semislave character. In addition to the ordinary forms of
capitalist explo#tion, American imperiaiim utilizes every possible
form of slave exploitation (peonage, sharepping, landlord &
pervision of crops and marketing, etc.) for the purpose of extracting
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superprofits. On the basis of these slave remnants, there has grown
up a supestructure of soial and political inequality that expresses
itself in lynching, segregation, Ji@rowism, etc.

Necessary Conditions for National Revolutionary Movement

3. The various forms of oppression of the Negrasses, who
are concentrated mainly the sec al | e d A Bl apcrko vB edlet
necessary conditions for a national revolutionary movement among
the Negroes. The Negro agriculililaborers and the tenant farmers
feel the pressure of white pergdon and exploitation. Thusheé
agrarian problem lies at the root of the Negro national movement.
The great majority of Negroes in the rural districts of the Sargh
notessdédirves of capitalist reaccti on
lutionary proletarat. Their objective position facilitates their tsan
formation into a revolutionary force, which, under the leadership of
the proletariat, will be able to participate in the joint struggle with
all other workers against capitalist exploitation.

4. It is theduty of the Negrovorkers to organize through the
mobilization of the broad masses of the Negro paijmur the strg-
gle of the agricultural laborers and tenant farmers against all forms
of semifeudal oppression. On the other hand, it isdbty of the
Communist Party of the U.S.A. to mobilize and rally the broad
masses of the white workers for active participation in this struggle.
For that reason the Party must consider the beginning of systematic
work in the Souttas one of its main tasks, having regard for the fact
that the bringing together of the workers and toiling masses of all
nationalities for a joint struggle against the lawhers and the
bourgeoisie is one of the most important aims of the Communist
International as laid down in the resolutions on thaional and
colonial question of the Second and Sixth Congresses of the
Comintern.

For Complete Emancipation of Oppressed Ndggoe

5. To accomplish thitask, the Communist Party must come out
as the champion of the right of the oppressed Neagefor full
emancipation. While continuing anctensifying the struggle under
the slogan of full social and political equality for tiNegroes,
which must remain the central slogan of our Party for work among
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the masses, the Party must come out openly and unreservedly for
the right of Negroes to national selétermination in the southern
states, where the Negroes form ajarity of the population. The
struggle for equal rights and the pagpnda for the slogan of self
determination must be linked up with the economic demands of the
Negro masses, especially thoseedted against the slave remnants
and all forms of national an@aial oppession. Special stress must

be laid upon organizing active resistance against lynching, Jim
Crowism, segregation and all other forms of oppression of #ie N
gro population.

6. All work among the Negroes, as well as the struggle for the
Negro cause among the whites, must be used, based upon the
changes which have taken place in the relationship ssedeamong
the Negro population. The existence of a Negro inthigtroletar-
at of almost two million workers makes it imperative that the main
emphasis should be placed on these new proletarian forces. The
Negro workers must be organized under the leadership of the
Communist Party, and thrown into joint struggle together with the
white workers. The Party must learn to combine all demands of the
Negroes with the economic and political struggle of the workers and
the poor farmers.

American NegrdQuestion Part of World Problem

7. The Negrajuestion in the United States must be treated in its
relation to the Negro questie and struggles in lwgr parts of the
world. The Negro raceverywhere is an oppressed race. Whether it
is a minority (U.S.A., etc.), majority (Soukfrica) or inhabits a so
called independent state (Liberia, etdhje Negroes are oppressed
by imperialism. Thus, a common tie of interest is established for the
revolutionary struggle of race and national liberation from imperia
ist domination of the Negroes in various parts of the world. A strong
Negro revolutionarymovement in the U.S.A. will be able to infl
ence and direct the revolutionary movement in all those parts of the
world where the Negroes are oppressed by imperialism.

8. The proletarianization of the Negmeasses makes the trade
unions the gncipal form of mass organization. It is the primary
task of the Party to play an active part and lead in the work-of o
ganizing the Negro workers and agricultural laborers in trade u
ions. Owing to the refusal of the majority of the whitéoms in the
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U.S.A,, led by the reactionary leaders, to admit Negroes to membe
ship, steps must be immediately taken to set up special unions for
those Negro workers who are not allowed to join the white unions.
At the same time, however, the struggles for tiwbusionof Negro
workers in the existing unions must be intensified and concentrated
upon, special attention must be given to thasiens in which the
statutes and rules set up special limitations against the admission of
Negro workers. The primary duty of the i@munist Party in this
connection is to wage a merciless struggle against the A.F. of L.
bureaucracy, which prevents the Negro keos from joining the
white workersd unions. The organ
the Negro masses must be carried asitpart and parcel of the
struggle against the restrictions imposed upon the Negro workers,
and for their admission to the
of separate Negro unions should in no way weaken the struggle in
the old unions for the admissiai Negroes on equal terms. Every
effort must be made to see that all the new unions organized by the
left wing and the Communist Party should embrace the workers of
all nationalities and of all races. The pijle of one union for all
workers in each ingstry, white and black, should cease to be a
mere slogan of propaganda, and must become a slogan of action.

Party Trade Union Work Among Negroes

9. While organizing the Negroes into unions and conducting an
aggressive struggle against the @eigrotrade union policy of the
A.F. of L., the Party must pay more attention than it has hitherto
done to the work i n atohsesucNasgheo w
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, Chicago Asphalt Workers
Union, and so on. The exémce of two million Negro workers and
the further industrialization of the Negroesyind a radical change
in the work of the Party among the Negroes. The creation df-wor
ing class organizations and the extension of our influence in the
existing workingclass Negro organizations, are of much greater
importance than the work in bourgeois and pbtiyurgeois organ
zations, such as the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People, the Pgkfrican Congressetc.

10. TheAmerican Negrd_abor Congressontinues to existro
ly nominally. Every effort should be made to strengthen this ergan
zation as a medium through which we can extend the work of the
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Party among the &jro masses antchobilize the Negro workers
under our leadership.

11. The importance of trade union work imposes special tasks
upon the Trade Union Unity League. The T.U.U.L. has completely
neglected the work among the Negvorkers, ntwithstanding the
fact that these workers are objectively in a position to play a very
great part in carrying through the program of orgagi the uno-
ganized. The closest contact must be establistebdebn the
T.U.U.L. and the Negro masses. The T.U.U.L. musiome the
champon in the struggle for the rights of the Negroes in the old
unions, and in the organizing of new unions for botgmes and
whites, as well in separate Negro unions.

White Chauvinism Evidenced in the American Party

12. The C.E.C. of the American CommsinParty itself stated
in its resolution of April 30, 19
sufficiently realized the signifi
Such an attitude toward the Party work among the Negroesas, ho
ever, not satisfactory. Thente is ripe to begin within the Party a
courageous campaign of seliticism concerning the work among
the Negroes. Penetrating setfticism is the necessary preliminary
condition for directing the Negnwork along new lines.

13. The Partynust bear in mind that white chauvinismhich
is the expression of the ideological influence of American imperia
ism among the workers, not only prevails among the different strata
of the white workers in the U.S.A., but is eveflected in various
forms in the Party itself. White chauvinism has manifested itself
even in open antagonism of some comrades to the Negnoades.

In some instances where Communists were called upon to champion
and lead in the most vigorsunanner the fight against white cha
vinism, they instead vyielded to it. In Gary, white members of the
Workers Party protested against Negroes eating in the restaurant
controlled by the Party. In Detroit, Party members, yielding te-pre
sure, drove the Negrcomrades from a social given in aid of the
minersd strike.

While the Party has taken certain measures against these man
festations of white chauvinisrmevertieless those manifestations
must be regarded as indications of rpogjudice even in the ranks
of the Party, which must be fought with the utmost energy.
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14. An aggressive fight against all forms of white chauvinism
must be accompanied by a widespread and thorough educational
campaign irthe spirit of internationalism within the Party, utilizing
for this purpose to the fullest possible extent the Party schools, the
Party press and the public platform, to stamp out all forms ofanta
onism, or even indifference among our white comradesrtbiee
Negrowork. This eduational work should be conducted simukan
ously with a campaign to draw the white workers and gber
farmers into the struggle for the support of the demands of ¢he N
gro workers.

Tasks of the Party in Relatidro Negrowork

15. The Communist Party of the U.S.A., in its treatment of the
Negroquestion must all the time bear in mind this twofold task:

(a) To fight for the full rights of the oppressed Negroesfand
their right to selHdetermination and against all forms of chauvinism,
especially among the workers of the oppressing nationality.

(b) The propaganda and the dayday practice of international
class solidarity must be considered as one of the basic tasks of the
American Conmunist Party. The fight by propaganda and by
deed$ should be directed first and foremost against the chauvinism
of the workers of the oppressing nationality as well as against bou
geois segregation tendencies of the oppressed nationality. The pro
aganda binternational class solidarity is the necessary prerequisite
for the unity of the working class in the struggle.

AiThe center of gravity in ed
oppressing countries in the principles of internationalism
must inevitably consist ithe propaganda and defense of
the workers of the right of separation by the oppressed
countries. We have the right and duty to treat every kocia
ist of an oppressing nation, who does not conduct such
propaganda, as an i mperiali st

(Lenin, from selected articles on thetional question.)

16. The Party must seriously take up the task of training a cadre
of Negrocomrades as leaders, bring them into the Party schools in
the U.S.A. and abroad, and make rgveffort to draw Negro pret
tarians into active and leading work in the Party, not confining the
activities of the Negro comrades exclusively to the work among
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Negroes. Simultaneously, white workers must splgctze trained
for work among the Negroes.

17. Efforts must be made to transform thiegroChampioninto
a weekly mass organ of the Negro proletagiatl tenant farmers.
Every encouragement and inducement must be given to the Negro
comrades to utilize the Rg press generally.

NegroWork Part of General Work of the Party

18. The Party must link up the struggle on behalf of tlee N
groes with the general campaigns of the Party. The Negdaem
must be part and parcel of all and gveampaign conducted by the
Party. In the election campaign, trade union work, the campaigns
for the organization of the unorganized, amperialist work, labor
party campaign, International Laborfense, etc., the CentrakE
ecutive Committee must worbut plans designed to draw thee-N
groes into active participation in all these campaigns, and at the
same time to bring the white workers into the struggle on behalf of
the Negroesd demands. |t mu st be
masses will not be won fdhe revolutionary struggles until such
time as the most conscious section of the white workers show, by
action, that they are fighting with the Negroes against all racal di
crimination and persecution. Every member of the Party must bear
i n mi n de lany agppressioa df the awlial and weak natio
alities by the imperialist powers, has given rise to a feelingtef bi
terness among the masses of the enslaved countries as well as a
feding of distrust toward the oppressing natiomgieneal and b-
ward the proletariat of those nat
and National Question of Secondrgoess)

19. The Negravomen in industry and on the farms constitute a
powerful potential force in thstruggle for Negro emancipation. By
reason of being unorganized to an even greater extent than male
Negro workers, they are the most exploitediea. The A.F. of L.
bureaucracy naturally exercises toward them a double hostility, by
reason of both theirator and sex. It therefore becomes am i
portant task of the Party to bring the Negro women into tlee ec
nomic and political struggle.

20. Only by an active and strenuous fight on the part of the
white workers against all forms of oppression directed ag#iest
Negroes, will the Party be able to draw into its ranks the most active
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and conscious Negraorker® men and womeh and to increase
its influence in those intermediary organizations which aresaece
sary for the mobilization of the Negro massn the struggle against
segregation, lynching, Ji@rowism, etc.

21. In the present struggle in the mining industry, the Negro
workers participate actively and in large numbers. The leading role
the Party played in this struggle has helgeéatly to increase its
prestige. Nevertheless, the special efforts being made by the Party
in the work among the Negro strikers cannot be consideredeas ad
quate. The Party did not send enough Negro ozgesinto the coal
fields, and it did not sufficietly attempt, in the first stages of the
fight, to develop the most able Negro strikers and to place them in
leading positions. The Party must be especiallyicizgd for its
failure to put Negro workers on the Presidium of the Pittsburgh
Mi ner s 6 ceCdomd sroelynafter such represinh was
demanded by the Negroes themselves.

22. In the work among the Negroes, special attention should be
paid to the role played by the churches and preachers who are acting
on behalf of American imperialism. Theuy must conduct a oe
tinuous and carefully worked out campaign among the Negi®s-
es, sharpened primarily against the preachers and the churchmen,
who are the agents of the oppressors of the Negro race

Party Work Among Negr®roletariat and Peasantry

23. The Party must apply united front tactics for speciéie d
mands to the existing Negnoetty bourgeois orgarations. The
purpose of these united front tactics should be tblgilining of the
Negromasses under the leadership of the Party, and to expose the
treacherous petty bourgeois leadership of thosenizaions.

24. The NegrdMiners Relief Committee and the Harlemnte
ants League are examples of joint organizationsctibra which
may serve as a means of drawing the Negro masses into struggle. In
every case the utmost effort must be made to combine the struggle
of the Negro workers with the struggle of the white workers, and to
draw the white wor ker scampaigng ani z a

25. In order to reach the bulk of the Negnasses, speciat-a
tention should be paid to the work among tregiges in the South
For that purpose, the Party should establish a district organization in
the most suitable locality in the South. Whilst continuing trade u
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ion work among the Negro workers and the agricultural laborers,
special organizations of tenant farmers must be set up. Spkcial e
forts must also be made to secure the support of the shaecso
in the creation of such organizations. The Party must undertake the
task of working out a definite program of immediate demanids, d
rected against all slave remnants, which will serve as the rallying
slogans for the formation of such peasant orgapizsit

Henceforth the Communist Party must consider the struggle on
behalf of the Negronasses, the task of organizing the Negrokwor
ers and peasants and the drawing of these oppressed masses into the
proletarian revolutionary struggle, as @fats major tasks, reme-
bering, in the words of the Second Congress s ol ut i on, t h
victory over capithsm cannot be fully achieved and carried to its
ultimate goal unless the proletariat and the toiling masses af-all n
tions of the world rally of their own accord in a concordant and
closewmi on. O

Leninism and SeiDetermination

Formerly, the principle of setfetermination of nationsvas
wrongly interpreted, and not infrequently it waarawed down to
the right of nations to autonomy. Certain leaders of the Secomd Inte
national went so far as to convert the right of-detiermination into a
right to cultural autonomyj,e., they would acord to the oppressed
nation the right to have itwwn cultural institutions while the dom
nant nation would retain all political power in its own hands. The
result was that the idea of sdiftermination was in danger of bego
ing a means for justifying annexations rather than a means of fighting
againstannexations. This confusion has now been cleared um-Leni
ism has broadened the conception of-determination, and inte
prets it as the right of the oppressed peoples in dependent countries
and colonies to complete separation, as the right of nationslge
pendent existence as states. This has precluded the possibility of a
nexations being justified on the grounds that the right of self
determination merely means the right to autonomy. The veryiprinc
ple of selfdetermination was thus changed from a mse® deceive
the masses, that it undoubtedly was in the hands of the -social
chauvinists during the imperialist war, into an instrument for €xpo
ing all imperialist designs or chauvinist madgions, a means of
political education of the masses in theispf internationalism.
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Formerly, the question of the oppressed natissed to bea-
garded purely as a questioma of
tional equality under tbne abbua wo
t he fiequal wergcomnion stoaki-tiade rofsthie parties
of the Second International, which served to gloss over the sheer
mockery of talking about t He #fec
ism while one group of nations (a minority) lives upon the backs of
another groupf nations whom they exploit. This bourgeois legrali
tic point of view on the national question has now been completely
exposed. Leninism brought the national question down from the
lofty heights of highsounding declarations to the solid ground of
factsanl decl ared that pronouna-emen:H
tionso which are not reinforfced
ian parties to the liberation movement of the oppressgdns are
meaningless and false. In this way the question of ppeessd
nations became a question of rendering support andeass, real
and continuous, to the oppressed nations in their struggle against
imperialism, their struggle for real equality of nations and for their
independent existence as staie$. Stalin from Foundations of
Leninism.
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SOCIALISM: THE ONLY ROAD
(fromThe Peopl &d. 2,N0.B8,iFdbwaryel, 1975)

Negro History Week, 1975, comes at a period of history that
demands the most critical examination of gusition of the Negro
Peopleds National Liberation Move

NegroHistory Week was proclaimed by the governmentrin o
der to counteract and divert the powerful and growing natioal i
eration movement of the Neddro peo
Negro History Week take the place of theitaiit holidays of June
19th (when slavery was outlawed in theiteries) and January 1st
(Emancipation Proclamation Day), but close behind this, the stirring
Negro national anthgmVweaser anidt ISe
and carefully shelved. Every manifestation in culture and politics of
the national character of the Negro people was slowly and carefully
isolated and liquidated.

Crucial in this motion was the role of the CPUS/ke Party b
1949 was in utter rout. The lead@&riiled, scareebff or bribed
were ready for whatever compromise the government demanded.

The disbanding of the Party in the Soith1949, in violation of
democratic cetralism and the Partgrogram, set the objectiveop

litical situation for the liquidation of the Marxist line on the Negro
Question. The chauvinistic lame duck leadership of the Party did

not dare use any of their Anghimerican sccalled theceticians for

the task ofundoinglLenins ands Saabhl psis sof the
tion. However, there has never been a period in history when satraps
and sycophants arenot avai heabl e t
intellectual dignity of honorable men and women. Dr. Jamés Jac

son clutching the mantl e of it heort
on him by the equial Agoi GussHral dbuys
up t o gi v eoupade graetw ar atteddy mortally wouh

ed Marxist policy.

Dr. Jacksof $lew Theoretical Aspects on the Ne@uoestion
was added to the | ong striboagg of
about: first Negro Eagle Scout in Sb@arolina, first Negro Ph.D.
in South Carolina, and then the first Negro theoreticabmyant in
the CPUSA Standing on the respect that Comrade Pettis ey
won for the proletaan Negrotheoretician, Jackson, backed to the
bloody hilt by Gus Hall, Gene DenniBoster Davis et. al., forced

=t
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his rotten document on the Party membership. This document bas
cally stated that the great migrations from the Sailuhing the
194006s had resulted peaple@dabisss per s a
quently the Negro Natiohad ceased to exist.
This position was challenged theoretically by many comrades,
but the fact that the dispersal of natidgasan ineytable result of
imperialist oppression was put aside. The fact that there was not a
decline in the absolute number of Negroes in the Black \Badt
disregarded. Jacks@nd the leadershipf the Party were presented
with facts of the migrations from Irelarahd Puerto Ro and the
fact that these nations still exist, but these facts were also waived
aside. In short, the CPUSy first abandoimg the Marxist position
on the national question and then embracing cultural nationalism,
created an mprecedented political vacuum in both the NeBm-
pl eds National Li beration Movemen:
Under these conditions thbeoretical and ideological leade
ship of the Negrd e opl eb6s Nati onal Liberatd.i
from the hands of the Negro workers and radical petty bourgeoisie
(that were in or influenced by th
CommunistParty) and into the hands of thed¥o petty bourgeoisie
that was hostile to the working class and communism.
The contradictory, but twin ideologies of the Nedgpaurged
sied integration and black nationaligmwere suported all the way
by the now discrdited CPUSA It appeared as if reaction was at last
victorious and the shattered movement defeated. But life asserts
itself and in August, 1965, in Watt€alifornia, the national aspects
of the Negro Question were asserted with sudentce that every
political group in the country was compelled to reassess its position.
Today life itself has placed such a searchlight on this question that
every progressive group in the country isnpelled b at least pay
lip service to the partisan, scientific brilliance of Marxism on the
National and Colonial Question. We assedaty, as we always
have, that the Negro Question is the question presented by & histor
cally evolved stable community of peoplermed on the basis of a
common language, territory, economic life and psychological make
up manifested in a common culture. In the Negro Natiocolonial
nation, every class, with the exception of the comprador bodrgeo
sie, is oppresed and exploited through the imperialist relationa. In
word, the Negro People, oppressed as a natisocially, politicd-
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ly, and econorncally shackled by imperialistncannot free thm-
selveswithout the overthrow of imperialism. This cannot be a
complishel without the abolition of capitalism. This is the only-sc
entific position. It is the position of Marxism.

During the heyday of t hlkoufimove
geoisie, the scalled leaders, were quick to point to s®called
gains by the Negronasses. To point to such gains means to first
describe the journey from where to where. If we were to start at the
beginning of this century, we would have to say that the position of
the Negro people in 1900 was almost as it had been underysla
Disenfranchised, terrorized by pogroms that rivaled the Black Hu
dreds in terror and brutality, economically at the very bottom of the
ladder, the Negro masses slowly gained consoiss of their de
lective plight. In a period of identity of intereshe rising Negro
national bourgeoisie, peasantry and proletariat began a struggle for
equality. This was spelled out as a fight for seniority on the job, for
an antilynch law, for a voting rights act and for angarehensive
set of laws banning discrimation. The struggle that lay ahead for
the Negro people was a cruel one. The Leninist thesis of oppressor
peoples and oppressed peoples, oppressed nai@h®ppressor
nations, and not simply oppressed and oppressor classes in the
epoch ofimperialism, was fully proven in life.

As USNA imperialismtightened its murderous grip on thd-co
onies and especially the Negxation, the material standard of life
for the AngleAmerican people began to rise. The rexploiting
classes knew instinctively that their maaémwell-being was tied to
the exploitation of the nesovereign peples. The exploited se
tions of the AngleAmerican population blocked with the impéria
ists in the rape of the Negro Nation. If the Wall Street imperialists
could not count on the support of thexgdo-American workers to
brutally enforce job discrimination, hsing and educational segr
gation and political disenfranchisement, the imperiafigtem
could not exist.

The imperialist bribery of the AnglAmerican workers made it
possible and profitable to brutally murder Negromen and ch
dren, to bum their houses and churches and to meet appeals-for ju
tice with an indescribably bloody violence. There can be no doubt
that history will place a collective responsibility upon the Anglo
American people for the horrors of the lynch rope and burning stake
of that period.
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In the face of ma o sssriplibatiat bbya t i o n
and contempt from the vast majority of the Anglmerican people,
the Negro masses plodded on. The international situation became
moretv or abl e to the st r uapmpsediler Wa l |
gave a moral weapon to the Negro people that they lacked before. In
1938, the courts ruled that state colleges had to admit Negroes if
segregated schools were not available to them. The solid wall of
reaction was beginmg to crack. Under the coritbns of the fascist
offensive within the USNA, the militant National Negro Congress
was formed in 1936. The Congrgasneered the idea of a coerd
nated drive by a utéd front of Negro organizations. They met with
some notable successes. This left progressive motion forced such
traitorous elements as A. Phillip Randolph and Walter Whitd-to a
tempt to take the hegemony of the Negro movement away from the
left. The resulwas the 1941 March on Washingtand the restH
ing Fair Employment Practices Commission appointed by &oos
velt. At the end of the war, the NAACBpeaking in the name of the
Negro peoplepresented its famousppeal to the World, a Stat
ment on the Denial of Human Rights to Minorities in the Case of
Citizens of Negro Descent in the United States and an Appeal to the
United Nationsfor RedressAn embarrassed USNA gavenent
conceded that if it were to continue the ideological struggle against
Communism, it would have to lend a more sympathetic ear to the
demands of the Negro people. The gutter politician, Truman, was
forced to appoint a Committee on Equal Rights.

Independent struggle on the part of the trade unions as well as
favorable rulings by the courts, broadened the employmentr-oppo
tunities for Negravorkers. The 1954 school dsion, the antlynch
law and in 1965 the Voting Rights Act, just aboompleted the
victories in the legal and trade union field.

Negro Generals and Admirals no longer caused a stir by their
presence. Negro politicians were to be found in the Senate and the
House. Negro Mayors were elected in the large citigheMNorth
and in a number of small southern towns. Two Negro Lt. Governors
were elected in states with less than 5% Negro vote. Bull Connor is
dead and Governor George Wallace has appointed a Negro to his
Executive Committee.

To any fairminded outsidelif would appear as if the battle was
won. No wonder the Negide o pl e 6 s Kation Moveneimt Li be
is in such disarray. Legally everything has been won. In fadt; not
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ing has been won. The economic gulf between Negroes and and
Anglo-Americans is wider than ever.

When the fight for fair housing began, every city had scattered
pockets of povertgtricken Negroes locked into areas of pooii-san
tation, no hospitals and poor schools. Thecaled fair housing
laws have failedo prevent the transformation of huge sections of
big cities into stinking putrid slums where police murders have far
outstripped the best the Klan could do. Thecalted integration of
the armed forces has not removed the Negidier fromthe -
main of the labor battalions, but has converted him into a mercenary
infantryman. The struggle to gain the equality ofihg Negro
lots has only added a black hand alongside of the white hand in the
criminal bombing of innocent peoples.

Is it notclear to all that these goals of the struggles of tegrd\
masses have had the tendency to turn into their opposites? Is it not
clear that the underlying cause is the colonial position of the Negro
Natior? Bitter histoy of the struggles of all oppressed peoples-sur
ly proves that ppressed and oppressor peoples cannot be ittegra
ed. Of course there have been some gains, especially for the Negro
national bourgeoisie which the government has made an effort to
buy off andto a great extent has succeeded. If the Negro people
were to relinquish, for one moment, the struggle to improve their
lot, they would immeidtely be reduced to the level of slaves.

What is needed is a new perspective for the NEgeoo p lae 6 s N
tional Liberation Movement. What is needed is the leadership of a
different class.

Under the ideological leadership of the Negréo al ent ed t
which could not help but be its national bourgés the goal of
each class among the Negreople of achieving equality with the
corresponding class of Anglemericans was perfectly normal since
that would make the sky the limit for the Negro bourgeoiBigt
inherent in this concept is that the Meginemployed would be
equal to the AnglAmerican unemployed. The Negro laborer
would be equal to the Angldmerican laborer. To limit the drive
for liberation to such equality of poverty cannot be acceptable to the
Negro masses. Howevego, ievempbbi:
capitalism.

One of the most progressive results of the past years of struggle
is the massive growth in numbers of Negrdustial workers. No
Anglo-American today can speak of the need of umifythe proé-
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tariat without addressingielf first of all to the tasks of defending

the Negro worker. This eates a favorable objective situation. The

next step on the agenda of the Negro Naiiduiberation Movement

is to endorse ahraise the goal of socialism as the only political

context for the emancipation of the Negro people. Such a direction

is bound to have an immediate effect upon a huge section of the
working class. It is clear that the ever closer intertwining of the N
groPeopl eds movement and the wvangu
only a historical inevitability, but a political necessity for either of

the setions to move forward.

It is time for all militants and left progressives to carefully
search out ways to raiseighquestion within the Negr@ e op | e 6 s
National Liberation Movement. Negro History Week, 1975, marks
the ending of the spontaneous process of the movement. Further
advances depend on consciousness, and only the revolutionaries,
clearly raising explaining and defending the goal of socialism, can
create that consciousness.
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ARE THERE ORACESO®6?
(fromtheP e o p | e 6 sVolT2r Nob7pApré 1, 1975)

Are there races among human beings? Is there any connection
bet we ein dincatotahgeestion?

All oppressing classes and natidmsve poc | ai me dn- t hei
herent superiorityo to the <cl as
CLP, as a part of the international proletarian netimhary moe-
ment, the revolution that wikend all oppression, stands with the
great teachers of the proletariat and with all re@rdsts, in decla
ing all #Aracial o theories as com

Aristotle proclaimed the fsup:¢
slaves by statingtht whoever fAcan foresee
is by nature intended to be lord and master, and that which can with
its body give effect to such foresight, is a subject, and by nature a

sl ave; hence master and sl ave ha
of the natural Ainferiorityo of
take on a specifically A@Araugialo
rope launched its four century orgy of conquest, murder and e

slavement of Asia, Afri daoancdcetoh
of Aracesod reached it sAfribaeandghet i n
USNA. #ARaciald theories are noth

national oppression.

A series of studies produced by UNESCO conferences from
19491967, which gathered together anthropologists, biologists,
sociologists and other scientists from around the world made these
conclusions (reported iRacial Discrimination,by Hernan Santa
Cruz, published by the U.N. in 1971).

1. (1949) For all practicd oc i al p uodr pioss enso tfi rsaoc
a biological phenomenon as a social myth.

2. (1964) All men living together belong to a single species and
are derived from a common stock; pure races in the sense a¢f gene
ically homogenous populations dmt exist in the human species
and there is no national, religious, geographic, linguistic, or cultural
group which constitutes a race

3. (1967) nARace, 0 in the biolo
racial attitudes and thinking.

4. (19¢7 ) The division of the hum
purely arbitrary and conventional and should not imply any hiera
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chy whatsoever.

The real nature of t baebeseecinent i f
such profound statements as that of Hous$tewart Chamberlain,
one of the founders ofscussingthe Asci
di fficulties of determining who w
intuition or spiritualn Wropaladgyy.
No doubt it was this rationanthropology which the Nazis used to
decl are the Japanese fAhonorary Ar
raci al fexpertso decl ared tehe Wel
rior races. 0 The USNA Census defi
ulation is divided intdhree groups on the basis of rdcehite, Ne-
gro and other. Persons of Mexican birth are classified as white u
less they are definitely of some other racial stock. In 1970,athe f
therés race was us eehtage oo wer@ins ons
doubt as to their classification. In 1960, persons who reported
mixed parentage of white and any other race were classifieddaccor
i ng to t he@.SoCerses Abstrad/e, p. @)

Race theories, whether they put forward three, five or twenty
freiracesd are mere matters of con
have no scientific bagisthe range of physical variation within any
ofthesec a |l | e do CQaucasiare Negrdvongoloid, Australoid,
etc., is greater than the difference betwéert fir aces . 0

Physical differences developed as responses to variads fa
torsd skin color to the intensity of sunlight, fat distribution to the
degree of cold, etc., as a product of thousands of years of isolation
of peoples. Today, that isolation has ended| with the advance of
socialism which ends all national oppression, there will soon be an
end to all racial theories and we shall see the blending of all these
physical differences.

The only conne ot ianmrd eatt weiemra | il rog
as an ideological justification for imperialism. The historical ci
cumstance that with the exception of Japan, the major imperialist
powers are fAwhiteo aanndd ptehoep | oepsp rfiecso
was trumped up damy®d tao Ajswd teinfty ftilce
burden. 6 The foundation of the US
land from the Indians and the theft of labor from the Negjmwes
gave rise to the vicious white chauvinighnat is tle mainstay of the
USNA imperialists and their justification for looting the world.
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WHAT ARE NATIONAL MINORITIES?
(fromtheP e o p | e 6 sVolT2y No.dL@, May 15, 1975)

During the era of imperialism, one of the divisions of the world
is into oppressednd oppressor nation¥he @pressed nations are
the source of supgarofits to their imperialist oppressors who-e
force their economic stranglehold and political domination of the
weaker nations with military force. Under direct colonaat the
imperialist power maintains total control over the exploited nation.
There is no independent state. Thus, Leninar act er i zes
uprisings within colonies as fAar
of political independece of the oppressed nation, i.e., the kesta
| i shment of a s e(p €arieature of Marxismg n a |
CW, Vol. 23, p. 55.)

The USNA is a multinational stgteomprised of the imperialist
oppressor nation, the Anglmerican nation (which consists
roughly of the northern east, migest and western regions); its d
rect colonies, the Negrblation and Puerto Ro; the oppressed
Southwest region; arntie Philippines, in fact a direct colony with a
separate sham fAstateo tied iopenl
alists.

As a result of imperialist oppression and exploitation, the
standard of life in the colonies is driven ever downward, forcing the
colonial peoples to flee impoverishment and starvation byitmm
graing to the oppressor nation in search of a better life. This em
gration from a direct colony such as Puerto Rind the NegriNa-
tion is urhampered by legal hindrances; no papers are necessary, as
the colonial peoples are a part of the same state. In fact, theé-imper
alists often encourage these migrations in order to flood the labor
mar ket with #fAcheap | aboro kend t
Anglo-American proletariat

A national minority is a person who has emigrated from a direct
colony to its own imperialist oppressor nation. Irish workers are a
national minority in England, but@ma national group in the USNA,
where the national minorities are only those people who come from
the direct colonies of USNA imperialisithus, within the Anglo
American proktariatthere are four main groupings of nationat m
noritie® those from the Negrilation, Puerto Ricpthe Philippines
and the Mexican national minority from the Southwest region.
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Why do we refer to@me Mexican workers as a national mino
ity, when Mexico is not a direct colony of the USNA? We do so
only in regard to the Southwest region, which formerly was a part of
Mexico, is a conquered territory, and was annexed by the USNA
imperialists at gunpointMexican workers in and from the Shut
west region are a national minority within the Anglmerican pro-
letariat However, Mexican nationals, workers from the state of
Mexico itself, are not a natiah minority in the AngleAmerican
proletariat; thus, when we refer to workers from Mexico we refer to
them as AMexican national workers

Within the oppressor nation, the national minorities are subject
to special oppression because of the colonial st#ttiseir hone-
land. This special oppression reinforces the oppression of the col
nies and acts as a stopper to prevent too many of the colonkal wor
ers from emigrating.

In 1870, Marxwrote of this phenomenon in relation to Ireland
and England:

Every industrial and commercial centre in England
now possesses a working class divided into two hostile
camps, English proletarians and Irish proletarians. The o
dinary English worker hates the Irish worker as a compet
tor who lowershis standard of life. In relation to the Irish
worker he feels himself a member of the ruling nation and
so turns himself into a tool of the stacrats and capitalists
of his country against Irelandhus strengthening their
domination ower himself. He cherishes religious, social and
national prejudices against the Irish workers... This antag
nism is artificially kept alive andniensified by the press,
the pulpit, the comic papers, in short by all the means at the
disposal of the rulinglasses. This antagonism is the secret
of the impotence of the English working class, despite its
organization. It is the secret by which the capitalist class
maintains its power(Letter of Karl Marxto Meyer and
Vogt,April 8, 1870.)

The same may be said today. The strength of the imperialists
lies in the historic division of the Angldmerican proletariatalong
national lines. This is the result of imperialist bribery, and ig-just
fied by white chauvinismAs class coscious workers, we must
combat all f o r msuvinesin, the hourgemdis idéo at i o n
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ogy of national superiority. We must especially struggle against
white chauvinism, or national supaity on the basis of skin color.

It is in order to create the conditions for the unity of our class that
we demand independence for the Nelyattion, Puerto Ricp and
freedom for all nationsppressed by USNA imperialisnan end to
deportations and the documentation of any workers; regiokai-a
omy for the Southwest and for the Indian peoples; and equality for
all national minorities! It is on this basis that sgpport busing and
demand equal quality education for all children!
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SUPPLEMENTARY CHARTS

Statistics on the Economic and Social Status of
Negroes in the USNA

Sources:

1: Black Americans, A Decade of Occupational Change, Bureau of
Labor Statistics, U.Department of Labor, 1972

2: The Social and Economic Status of the Black Population in the
United States, 1973, Current Population Reports, Special Studies
Series P23, No. 48 Bureau of the Census,
U.S. Department of Commerce

3-7: Social Indicators,473: Statistical Policy Division, Office of
Management and Budget, U.S. Department of Commerce
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1.

Chart 9-a&b. Percent of persons employed in nonfarm occup
tions with earnings under $3,000in 1959 and 1969

Sex and race 1959 1969
Men 18.0 14.6
White 15.9 14.0
Negroand other races 39.5 22.1
Women 51.9 43.3
White 48.6 42.0
Negroand other races 75.3 52.0

YIn constant 1969 dollars.
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
Curent PopulatiorSurvey.

Chart 10-a. Distribution of the total labor force by age, 1960,
1970, and 198

Race and age 1960 1970 1980
Negroand other 100 100 100
Under 35 years of age 42 48 55
35 years and over 58 52 45
White 100 100 100
Under 35 yearsf age 38 43 48
35 years and over 62 57 52
! Projection

Source: Travis, Sophia Che U.S. Labor Force Projections to
1985,Special Labor Force Report No. 119, and U.S. Department of
Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistidsmployment and Earningdaru-

ary 192.

Chart 10-b. Percent with 4 years of high school or more in the
civilian labor force, ages 254, 1970 and 1980
Negroand other  White

1970 59 78
1980 74 84
! Projection

Source: Johnston, DennpiEducation of Adih Workers,Special la-
bor Force Report No. 122, and William Deutermdsdiicational
Attainment of Workers, March 1969 and 193fecial Labor Force
Report No. 125.
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2.

Table 2. Distribution of the Population by Region:
1965, 1970, and 1973

Subject 1965 1970 1973
BLACK
United States millions.. 20.9 22.6 23.2
Percent, total 100 100 100
South 54 53 52
North 38 39 40
Northeast 18 19 19
North Central 20 20 21
West 8 8 8
WHITE
United States millions 169.2 177.7 180.3
Percent, total 100 100 100
South 27 28 29
North 55 54 53
Northeast 26 25 25
North Central 29 29 29
West 17 18 18
Table 89. Black Elected Officials by State: March 1974
State 1970 Black elected officials
percent | Total Congress | State| City County | Other
black
United States 11.1| 2,991 17 239 | 1,360 242 | 1,133
Maine 0.3 5 ) 1 3 T 1
New Hanpshire 0.3 1 i T T i 1
Vermont 0.2 2 ) 1l 1 T 1
Massachusetts 3.1 23 1 5 10 i 7
Rhode Island 2.7 7 ) 1 2 i 4
Connecticut 6.0 50 i 6 31 i 13
New York 11.9 174 2 14 18 9 131
New Jersey 10.7 152 T 7 61 4 80
Pennsylvania 8.6 83 1 14 19 2 47
Ohio 9.1 139 1 11 85 3 39
Indiana 6.9 55 ) 7 27 3 18
lllinois 12.8 152 2 19 73 3 55
Michigan 11.2 194 2 14 73 28 77
Wisconsin 29 14 ) 3 6 3 2
Minnesota 0.9 8 ) 2 1 i 5
lowa 1.2 9 i 1 3 T 5
Missouri 10.3 93 1 15 47 4 26
NorthDakota 0.4 i i T T T T
SouthDakota 0.2 ) i i i i i
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Nebraska 2.7 2 ) 1 i ] 1
Kansas 4.8 25 T 5 11 1 8
Delaware 14.3 8 ) 3 5 ] ]
Maryland 17.8 65 1 19 32 1 12
District of Co- 71.1 8 1 i i ] 7
lumbia
Virginia 18.5 63 i 2 39 17 5
West Virginia 3.9 5 i 1 4 i i
North Carolina 22.2 159 i 3 113 7 36
SouthCarolina 30.5 116 i 3 57 20 36
Georgia 25.9 137 1 16 72 9 39
Florida 15.3 73 ) 3 65 1 4
Kentucky 7.2 59 ) 3 43 2 11
Tennessee 15.8 87 ) 9 27 29 22
Alabama 26.2 149 ) 3 57 17 72
Mississippi 36.8 191 T 1 91 26 73
Arkansas 18.3 150 ) 4 74 20 52
Louisiana 29.8 149 ) 8 42 32 67
Oklahoma 6.7 66 ) 4 40 T 22
Texas 12.5 124 1 8 59 i 56
Montana 0.3 ) ) i i i i
Idaho 0.3 1 i T 1 ] ]
Wyoming 0.8 1 i T 1 i i
Colorado 3.0 13 i 4 5 T 4
New Mexico 1.9 4 | 1 3 T T
Arizona 3.0 10 i 2 2 ] 6
Utah 0.6 ) i i i ] ]
Nevada 5.7 6 i 3 i 1 2
Washington 2.1 15 i 2 7 T 6
Oregon 1.3 6 T 1 1 i 4
California 7.0 132 3 8 48 ] 73
Alaska 3.0 6 i 2 1 i 3
Hawaii 1.0 ) i i i i ]
3.

VICTIMS OF FORCIBLE RAPE, ROBBERY, AND
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT, BY RACE AND SEX: 1965
(Rate pe 100,000 population)

White Negroand other races
Crime Male Female Male Female
Forcible rape ) 50 () 193
Robbery 97 43 174 270
Aggravated assault 297 71 305 386

X Not applicable.

Source: Philip H. Ennig€riminal Victimization in tke United States: Report

of a National Surveyl967 (a report of a research study submitted t®tbé
dent's Commission on Law Enforcement and Administration of Justice, Field
Survey No. 2).
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VICTIMS OF HOMICIDE: 1940 -1971
By Race and Sex
(Rate per 10000 population)

White Negroand other rees

Year All races Male Female Male Female

1940 6.3 5.0 1.4 55.5 13.0
1941 6.0 4.5 1.3 55.0 12.6
1942 5.9 4.4 1.3 535 12.1
1943 5.1 4.2 1.2 42.5 9.9
1944 5.0 4.0 1.2 44.1 9.7
1945 5.7 4.9 1.3 48.0 10.7
1946 6.4 4.9 1.5 54.4 12.4
1947 6.1 4.8 1.5 51.5 11.9
1948 5.9 4.5 1.5 51.0 11.7
1949 5.4 4.1 1.4 45.8 11.4
1950 5.3 3.9 1.4 45,5 11.2
1951 4.9 3.6 1.4 41.3 10.7
1952 5.2 3.7 1.3 45.4 10.8
1953 4.8 35 1.4 41.3 9.6
1954 4.8 35 1.4 40.6 9.5
1955 4.5 3.4 1.2 36.9 9.5
1956 4.6 3.3 1.3 37.1 10.3
1957 4.5 3.2 1.3 36.5 9.2
1958 4.5 3.4 1.4 34.9 9.3
1959 4.6 3.5 1.4 35.0 9.4
1960 4.7 3.6 1.4 34.5 9.9
1961 4.7 3.6 1.5 33.5 8.9
1962 4.8 3.8 1.6 35,5 8.9
1963 4.9 3.9 1.5 35.7 9.0
1964 5.1 3.9 1.6 37.4 9.2
1965 55 4.4 1.6 40.0 10.0
1966 5.9 4.5 1.8 43.4 10.6
1967 6.8 5.3 1.9 49.5 11.9
1968 7.3 5.9 1.9 54.6 11.7
199 7.7 6.0 2.0 58.1 11.7
1970* 7.6 6.4 2.0 56.2 10.6
1971 8.5 7.0 2.3 60.3 12.7
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5.
HOUSEHOLDS LIVING IN CROWDED CONDITIONS, BY
INCOME AND RACE: 1970

All races White and other race Negro

Number Number Number
Family income (thousands Percent (thousands Percent (thousands) Pecent

All households 5,06( 8.0 3,862 6.7 1,199 194
Less than $2,000 392 5.1 221 35 171 12.2
$2,000 to $2,999 253 6.6 144 4.5 110 18.4
$3,000 to $3,999 325 8.9 197 6.4 128 22.8
$4,000 to $4,999 346 9.8 226 7.5 121 24.C
$5,000 to $5,999 386 10.2 271 8.3 118 23.8
$6,000 to $6,999 396 10.2 294 8.6 102 23.C
$7,000 to $9,999 1,161 9.7 938 8.6 226 22.2
$10,000 to $14,99¢ 1,17¢ 8.2 1,01z 7.5 160 19.8
$15,000 and over 628 5.8 561 5.4 67 17.4

Note: Income is 1969 family income,
Source: Bureau of the Cens870 Census of Housinyol. II,
Part 1

HOUSEHOLDS LIVING IN SUBSTANDARD UNITS,
BY RACE: 1950-1970

Race | 1950 | 1960 | 197¢
NUMBER (thousands)

All races 4,794 8,474 4,740
White 2,126 6,210 3,303
Negroand other races 2,667 2,263 1,437
PERCENT

All races 354 16.0 7.4
White 31.8 13.0 5.7
Negroand other races 73.2 44.0 23.0

YIn 1970 "Negraand other races" is limited to Negro only and "white"
includes white and other races.

Source: Bureau of the Censi850 Census of Housinyol. I, Part 1;
1960Census of Housing/ol. |, Part 1; 1970 Components of Inventory
Change Survey, unpublished data.
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6.

READING ACHIEVEMENT: 1971

(Group Differences From the Performance of AiY&arOlds)

Characteristic Percent above or below
average pdormanceof all
17-yearolds

SEX

Male -2.0

Female 1.9

COLOR

White 2.2

Black -16.4

EDUCATION OF PARENT

No high school -11.1

Some high school -6.0

High school gradate -3

Posthigh school 5.6

SIZE AND TYPE OF COMMUNITY

Low metro -7.7
Main big city 1.3
Urban fringe 1.2
High metro 5.6
Medium city .8
Small places -1.4
Rural -2.6
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SCIENCE ACHIEVEMENT: 1970
(Group Differences From the Performance of AY&arOlds)

Characteristic Percent above or below
average performance of al
17-yearolds

SEX

Male 2.8
Female -2.4
COLOR

White 2.0
Black -11.9
EDUCATION OFPARENT

No high school -8.4
Some high school -7.7
High school graduate 1
Posthigh school 5.0
SIZE AND TYPE OF COMMUNITY

Low metro -7.4
Main big city 2
Urban fringe 9
High metro 5.1
Medium city 1.2
Small places -1.5
Rural -3.6
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