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Bangladesh 
Badruddin Umar 

Communist Party of Bangladesh 
Marxist-Leninist 

The July Uprising in Bangladesh 
On the 5th of August, 2024, Sheikh Hasina resigned and fled 

to India. In this way the fifteen and a half years of fascist Awami 
rule has ended in Bangladesh. The July uprising was the most ex-
tensive, profound and aggressive event against the rulers in the 
series of people’s uprising that have taken place here since 1952. 

After this mass uprising, not only Sheikh Hasina, but the top 
floor, middle floor, and even the bottom floor leaders and work-
ers at all levels of her party left the country or went into hiding 
inside the country fearing people’s attack. Many have been 
caught by the police. Many others were killed or seriously injured 
by the angry mob. Such predicament of the rulers has never been 
seen after any other mass uprising in Bangladesh. This reaction 
has happened in the context of Sheikh Hasina’s fifteen and a half 
years of all-compassing and all-out exploitation and torture on the 
masses. Rather than exploitation, torture creates a stronger reac-
tion among the people against the ruling party. During Sheikh Mu-
jib’s three-and-a-half-year rule, people were tortured on a large 
scale, but the torture of Sheikh Hasina’s government exceeded 
even that. One of the reasons is that her rule lasted much longer 
than that of Sheikh Mujib. There is no doubt that if Sheikh Mujib’s 
rule was more than three and a half years, then his situation would 
have been similar to that of Sheikh Hasina. In that situation he 
would either have been killed by the people or have to flee from 
the country. 

The public anger that was expressed throughout the country 
against Sheikh Mujibur Rahman during the people’s uprising of 
July is very significant. Because until now, through Awami 
League’s campaign, Sheikh Mujib was projected as the savior of 
the nation, the great hero of the liberation war, the father of the 
nation, etc. Sheikh Hasina placed her father Sheikh Mujib in the 
seat of god as the hero of everything in the country and making 
all her misdeeds like torture, disappearances, murder, reckless 
looting, money laundering etc to be rational and acceptable, using 
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his image, presenting themselves to the public as successors of 
Sheikh Mujib’s regime. As a result of this, people felt angry against 
Sheikh Hasina, against the torture of Awami league government, 
and that anger also arose against Sheikh Mujib. He became the 
target of public anger. In that situation, with the fall of the Awami 
League government led by Sheikh Hasina on August 5, the people 
spontaneously turned against not only the leaders at all levels of 
that government, but also wanted to erase the false image and 
influence of Sheikh Mujib from Bangladesh. They set his house on 
fire on 5th August and destroyed his statues and murals all over 
the country including Dhaka. 

Ever since she came to power after winning the 2008 elec-
tions, Sheikh Hasina had been determined to cling to power by 
any means. That is why from the beginning she started to pull dif-
ferent types of strings. The most notable of these strings was the 
elimination of the electoral system in Bangladesh. Her initial move 
in this regard was an all-out attack on the opposition, especially 
the BNP, depriving them of all their democratic rights, throwing 
them into such a position so that it became impossible for them 
to even participate in the elections, far from winning them. 

That is what happened in the 2014 elections. All opposition po-
litical parties, including the BNP, boycotted the election. As there 
were no candidates in 153 seats, Awami League won 153 seats be-
fore the elections and achieved the necessary majority to form the 
government! Not only in the history of Bangladesh, but in the his-
tory of the whole world, this kind of election, farce in the name of 
election has not been seen anywhere before. In fact, Sheikh 
Hasina continued to create and implement plans to remain in 
power by performing farcical dramas in the name of elections 
while maintaining constitutional legitimacy. 

BNP decided to participate in the 2018 elections and took part 
in it. But Sheikh Hasina created a strange situation by controlling 
and exploiting all the state agencies during the election. Voting 
results were altered through rigging. Awami League’s goons with 
the help of the Election Commission filled their ballot boxes the 
previous night before the polls began. Awami League won in al-
most all the seats! 

The events of 2024 were even more shocking. All opposition 
political parties boycotted the election. As a result, none but 
Awami League was in the field. Only Awami League people 
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submitted nomination papers to participate in the elections. From 
among them, Awami League selected its own candidates and 
nominated them. But then other candidates of Awami League de-
cided to participate in the election instead of withdrawing their 
names. For this, as per the constitutional rules, these candidates 
were supposed to be expelled from the party. But instead of do-
ing so, Sheikh Hasina, without taking any action against them, an-
nounced that even if they do not get party nomination, those who 
will be elected will be considered as members of Awami League if 
they win. This means that those who will win the election will re-
main members of Awami League! As a result, Awami League 
formed the government for the fourth time in succession after 
winning 100 percent of the seats in the 2024 elections. This is the 
story of Awami League being in government power since 2009. 

Since the formation of the government in 2009, Sheikh Hasina 
made a plan to stay in power for an indefinite period and started 
taking various steps accordingly. The way they conducted elec-
tions in 2014, 2018, and 2024 was part of this conspiratorial plan. 
For this, they practically destroyed the electoral system by inter-
fering in the elections. Showing honour to constitutional rules and 
regulations on paper, they showed their thumbs to the constitu-
tion by conducting the election in this way. 

Winning the elections was not possible only by controlling the 
election processes. For this it was necessary that the opposition 
political parties, especially the BNP, do not participate in the elec-
tions or remain in a weak condition. To this end, Sheikh Hasina’s 
government controlled all the armed forces including police, RAB, 
bureaucracy, courts, election commission, etc. They prevented 
them from organising meetings, assemblies, etc or attacked them 
if they did so. To this end, they not only used police; they also used 
the goons of their students’ organisation, the Chhatra League. 
They arrested thousands of opposition party leaders and activists 
on false charges or without any charge at all. Thousands of oppo-
sition activists were forced to leave their homes due to their at-
tacks and oppression. These raids were accompanied by wide-
spread disappearances and murders. For this they used the mili-
tary intelligence department, the DGFI, extensively without any 
regard for the law. DGFI set up the torture centres called 
‘AynaGhar’ in different areas for inhumane torture of missing po-
litical persons. Most of the missing persons were held for years in 
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these ‘AynaGhar’. As time went by, this torture of Awami League 
became more wide-spread and cruel. 

The attacks and aggressions on the opposition were taking 
place without any reason. The exploitation and torture and at the 
same time looting of the people’s resources of the country by 
Awami League continued to increase unprecedentedly and with it 
people’s anger, protest and resistance against it. Countering 
these protests and resistance was necessary for the safety and ex-
istence of the government. 

The trading bourgeoisie, which began to form as Bangla-
desh’s ruling class from 1972, established total control and author-
ity over the regime during Sheikh Hasina’s 15-year rule. The coun-
try turned into a mafia regime and Sheikh Hasina became its su-
preme representative, the head of the mafia. In order to fulfil this 
role, she created a situation of anarchy by throwing away general 
rules of the country’s production system, distribution system, 
trade and economic system as a whole. Even though they kept 
beating their achievements tirelessly by talking about develop-
ment, every small, medium and big development projects of theirs 
turned into an arena of corruption and loot. The bigger the devel-
opment project, the bigger the theft and looting continued. On 
the one hand, the country was getting stuck in the web of foreign 
debts; on the other hand, the looting committed starting from 
Awami League leaders to bureaucrats and businessmen was reck-
less and sky-high. In Bangladesh, nothing close to the way these 
looters continued to loot the country’s resources had ever hap-
pened during any government in the past. Not only that Awami 
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League leaders, bureaucrats, businessmen, etc used government 
power to own thousands of crores taka. A large part of this money 
was illegally smuggled abroad. Their looting and smuggling is 
comparable to British East India Company’s looting and smug-
gling. But there is a big difference in this case. The East India Com-
pany looted abroad and sent money back home which helped the 
industrial revolution there. The money that has been smuggled 
during the Awami League government under the leadership of 
Sheikh Hasina is looting the country’s wealth and smuggling it 
abroad. If the wealth was looted and invested in the country, it 
would not have caused much damage and it would have played a 
role in the development of the country. But due to the wealth of 
the country being smuggled abroad instead of being invested in 
the country, the country has suffered on a large scale, there has 
been a crisis in the country’s economy and by this the economic 
life of the people has also been disrupted. 

The fact that the July uprising was the most extensive, pro-
found, intense and aggressive compared to other previous upris-
ings in the region was due to Sheikh Hasina’s fascism. It was crush-
ing the people of the entire country, the country’s economy and 
various state institutions like the claws of an octopus; there was 
no previous example of that here. The lives of the working people, 
middle class professionals and students became unbearable. They 
were prepared for resistance, but in the absence of proper politi-
cal leadership, a general inaction among the people was also a re-
ality as there was no possibility of an all-out offensive from their 
side. There was nothing they could do but wait in silence. Yet in 
spite of this silence of the people, despite an outwardly peaceful 
atmosphere, the situation was explosive. This explosion was 
caused by the students’ quota movement. 

The students’ quota movement was against the quota set for 
the children of the freedom fighters and for merit-based job sys-
tem, but the basis of that movement was the overall actual situa-
tion of the student community in the country. The impact of this 
situation described earlier was not only on the general public but 
also on the student community. In addition, the general student 
community was strongly angry against the Awami League’s stu-
dent organisation, Chhatra League, which had turned into a mafia 
gangster force and had been continuing the torture and repres-
sion of students in the universities for years. A reflection of this 
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protest was in the quota movement. Awami League was engaged 
in giving jobs to their mafia students in the quota that was fixed 
for the children of freedom fighters. 

The student movement started in early July and quickly 
gained momentum. From the beginning, the government op-
posed this movement and tried to suppress it by calling them trai-
tors, etc. They termed the students who participated in the quota 
movement as Razakars and were engaged in suppressing their 
movement. Thus Sheikh Hasina’s opposition to the quota move-
ment of the students made the movement even stronger instead 
of being weak. Students at Dhaka’s private universities also came 
out in droves to join the quota movement. The movement spread 
to all universities and educational institutions throughout the 
country and became huge and vigorous. Students at this stage 
called for agitation not only against quota but also against gov-
ernment repression and mismanagement. 

This situation created a spark among people from one end of 
the country to the other. This spark ignited a fire among the people 
of the country who were quietly ready to resist Sheikh Hasina’s fas-
cist rule. The largest and most aggressive mass uprising in the re-
gion began. In the face of this attack, Sheikh Hasina resigned and 
fled the country and took refuge in India and the leaders of all levels 
of Awami League, even many leaders of the union level left their 
homes and fled to India, some were caught by the police and most 
of them went into hiding in the country. In many countries, the gov-
ernment had fallen due to the massive and strong movement 
against the government. Mass movements like the ‘Arab Spring’ 
had taken place from Tunisia to Egypt. But no country’s head of 
state or government except Tunisia’s Ben Ali fled the country. In 
Egypt, Husni Mubarak remained in the country until he was ar-
rested and tried. Batista and Ben Ali were the only leaders in history 
to flee. Two years ago, Raja Paksha of Sri Lanka fled in the face of a 
people’s uprising, but returned to the country shortly after, so he 
did not escape as did Batista. After Batista, Sheikh Hasina is the only 
head of government who fled the country in fear of public attack. 
If she had not escaped in this way, if she had delayed leaving the 
Ganabhaban for another hour, she would have been beaten to 
death by the public who had entered Ganabhaban in large numbers. 
It is important to note that Sheikh Hasina is not only a hateful crim-
inal to the people of Bangladesh; she is a hated criminal to the 
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whole world. That is why no country wants to give her political asy-
lum. She is now staying in India in a difficult situation. 

An interim government was formed in Bangladesh on August 
8 after the fall of the Sheikh Hasina-led Awami League govern-
ment on August 5. Some people are criticizing this government as 
puppet government, a government coming from the blue and sit-
ting on the throne, etc. It is true that this government is not the 
government of the angels. They are the representatives of the 
same ruling class, which is represented by the Awami League, 
BNP, Jamaat-i-Islami, Jatiya Party, etc. Therefore, it is a kind of stu-
pidity to expect that they will provide milk and honey to the peo-
ple. But it is also not right to criticize this government saying that 
it ‘came from the blue’. After the fall of the Awami League gov-
ernment, it was necessary to fill the vacuum that was created in 
the field of governance of the country. It is in this situation that 
the present government has come to power. If this government 
would not have been formed then the only option was military 
government. 

The fall of the Awami League government led by Sheikh 
Hasina is a great loss for India. For the past 15 years, Sheikh Hasina 
had surrendered all interests of Bangladesh to the Indian govern-
ment led by Narendra Modi. The way India had extracted all the 
benefits from Bangladesh, in fact, had tied Bangladesh in the 
chains of slavery, India was not at all ready to end it overnight. So, 
this situation is not easy for India to accept. It is a big blow to their 
interests. No previous government in Bangladesh did what Sheikh 
Hasina had done as a boot-licker to Narendra Modi’s government 
for keeping her in power. In fact, the relationship between Naren-
dra Modi and Sheikh Hasina stood like a master-servant relation-
ship. India actually considers Bangladesh to be their protectorate. 
No other country in the world has agreed to give shelter to Hasina, 
so India cannot help giving her shelter, even though India is being 
accused for this. When a seditious criminal like Hasina is sheltered 
in this way, India-Bangladesh relations are difficult to normalise. 

It is important to note that the Indian government is not the 
only one acting in a domineering attitude towards Bangladesh. 
The attitude of India’s left-wing political parties, India’s writers 
and intellectuals towards Bangladesh is not appreciable. There 
was no support for the popular uprising against Sheikh Hasina’s 
extreme fascist torture in Bangladesh for a long time from the 
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left-wing political parties, writers and literary intellectuals of India. 
They are silent. Even a powerful writer like Arundhati Roy who has 
written a lot against the oppression of various peoples including 
Kashmir in India and against oppression in other countries, also 
did not write a single sentence supporting it during the July upris-
ing in Bangladesh. She did not say anything anywhere! But why? 
The answer is that no matter how progressive they are, they have 
a view of Bangladesh which can be called a colonial mindset. They 
want to see Bangladesh as a protectorate of India. It is notewor-
thy that in this regard, the role of Indian media, newspapers, ra-
dio, television, etc is disgraceful. 

After the present government came to power, it has fallen into 
a difficult situation due to the various problems created during 
Hasina government’s tenure. Not only did the previous govern-
ment bring the country’s economy to the brink of destruction, it 
also caused a disaster in the character of the ruling class as well as 
a significant section of the country’s people. It took part in theft, 
corruption, terrorism, looting and created an anarchic situation in 
the country in terms of morality. The character of the business class 
which has developed since 1971 and is now controlling everything 
in the country as the ruling class is the worst in this respect. Despite 
the fall of the Awami League government, they still remain and re-
main in a strong position as the ruling class. They have stolen from 
big projects, robbed banks, taking advantage of closeness with the 
government, they have grabbed land, canals, lakes, even rivers, 
controlled markets and hit the pockets of the masses. They are still 
there. They are now an obstacle even to the few reforms that this 
government wants to make. The problem that is bothering people 
the most today is the high cost of daily necessities. This price is now 
increasing instead of decreasing. And this situation is artificially cre-
ated by the business class. They have different types of syndicates. 
The government has no control over them. 

There is a lot of talk about the constitution of Bangladesh, be-
cause Sheikh Hasina had continued her misrule for 15 years by us-
ing this constitution. So, it is ineffective at present. Under this, as 
one election after another has been held from 2014 to 2024, it has 
become necessary to reform the election system. In this case, the 
current government can take some effective steps. But any major 
constitutional change or framing of a new constitution is beyond 
the legal purview of this government. That will have to wait for an 
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elected government. By acting as Parliament on one hand and 
Constituent Assembly on the other hand, the next elected parlia-
ment can make major changes in the constitution or enact a new 
constitution. 

The July Uprising created a great stir and drastic change in the 
situation of the country. It freed the country from the bonds of 
the octopus. It was a great blow to the thieves, corrupts, robbers 
and terrorists. But this popular uprising is no social revolution. As 
a result, the people of the country got a new taste of freedom of 
expression, but there is no reason to think that this freedom will 
always be maintained in the country. Awami League was the rep-
resentative of the ruling class, and this ruling class has not been 
evicted after the fall of the Awami League government. They are 
still there. However, it can be said that due to the change in the 
mindset of the people of the country through the July Uprising, 
even if there is torture in the future, its level will not be the same 
as the torture of the Hasina government, not even close to it. This 
lesson has also been received by the ruling class of this country. 
They have no power to ignore it. 

The changes that the July Uprising brought about in Bangla-
desh were massive, profound and far-reaching. But despite the 
importance of this uprising, it must be remembered that it is not 
a social revolution. Therefore, even if a new government is 
formed later through elections, even if a new constitution is made 
by them, even if the level of torture during their rule is less, the 
people’s struggle will continue because there is no radical change 
in the production and distribution system and overall man to man 
relations. No time frame can be indicated, but in the future, a new 
revolutionary socialist party will emerge in Bangladesh. They will 
gain strength through building up organisation and movement 
and at some point lead a final popular uprising. The social revolu-
tion caused by that popular uprising will bring about radical 
changes in all aspects of the country. So, there will be a struggle 
for this change even after the formation of a new government in 
the country and the promulgation of a new constitution. People’s 
struggle will continue. 

October, 2024 

Translated from Bangla by Mueenuddin Ahmad 
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Brazil Luiz Falcao 
Revolutionary Communist Party – RCP 

The Lies of the Bourgeoisie about 
Unemployment 

Before imposing new and high trade tariffs on products from 
180 countries, making it clear that free trade in the current impe-
rialist phase of capitalism is a deception of the world bourgeoisie, 
the fascist government of Donald Trump deported thousands of 
immigrant workers. Not content with expelling them from the 
U.S., billionaire Donald Trump ordered the Latin American work-
ers to be chained hand and foot, recalling the countless crimes 
that the U.S. bourgeoisie committed against blacks. 

It is worth noting that these men and women only left their 
countries because they were deceived by mainstream media 
propaganda that the United States is the "land of opportunity." 
There they were confronted with the reality of precarious jobs, 
low wages, discrimination, police violence and an economy in 
complete decline. 

But it is not just today that the bourgeoisie has been unable 
to guarantee work for the working class. As early as 1848, in the 
Communist Manifesto, Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels pointed out 
that, as the capitalist mode of production developed, its inability 
to guarantee the survival of the worker increased: 

"The modern labourer, on the contrary, instead of rising with 
the progress of industry, sinks deeper and deeper below the con-
ditions of existence of his own class. He becomes a pauper, and 
pauperism develops more rapidly than population and wealth. 
And here it becomes evident, that the bourgeoisie is unfit any 
longer to be the ruling class in society, and to impose its condi-
tions of existence upon society as an over-riding law. It is unfit to 
rule because it is incompetent to assure an existence to its slave 
within his slavery, because it cannot help letting him sink into such 
a state, that it has to feed him, instead of being fed by him." (Man-
ifesto of the Communist Party. FLP Peking) 

Unemployment and the economic crises 

Let us look in more detail at the causes of unemployment in 
the capitalist economy. 
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In the process of accumulation of capital, a fraction of the sur-
plus-value is invested by the capitalist in the development of new 
technical means and new machines. As these technical advances 
are produced and new machines are introduced into production, 
there is a decrease in the capital used to hire labor power (variable 
capital) and an increase in the capital invested in machines and 
raw materials (constant capital). In Marx's words: "With the ad-
vance of accumulation, therefore, the proportion of constant to 
variable capital changes... so that, as capital increases, instead 
of... [being] transformed into labour-power, it [progressively be-
comes only] means of production." (Karl Marx. Capital, Vol. 1, 
Chapter XXV) 

By employing new machines, the capitalist obtains an in-
crease in the productivity of labor: a greater quantity of goods 
produced with a smaller amount of human labor. In order not to 
be surpassed or lose markets, all the entrepreneurs end up follow-
ing the same path. As a result, a considerable mass of workers can 
no longer find buyers for their labour power. This part of the work-
ing population without work is thus excluded from production 
and also from consumption. 

Some examples. 
In the last three years, famous U.S. technology companies 

(Amazon, Microsoft, Meta, etc.) have laid off hundreds of thou-
sands of workers: in 2022, they laid off 165,000 workers; in 2023, 
there 264,000 and, in 2024, more than 152,000 employees were 
laid off. (FastCompany, February 10, 2025) 

Cargill, the largest private company in the United States and 
the largest trader of agricultural products in the world, an-
nounced in December last year that it would lay off 8,000 people, 
5% of its total employees. (Exame, December 4, 2024). 

In March of 2025 alone, the largest U.S. companies laid off 
275,240 workers in the United States, the website "tradingeco-
nomics.com/united-states" reported. 

In Brazil, according to data from the Annual Industrial Survey 
(PIA), of the Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics (IBGE), 
the processing industry employed 9 million workers in 2013; in 
2022, that number dropped to 8.3 million workers, a reduction of 
745,000 jobs. (G1, June 27, 2024). 

In the banking sector, so-called digitalization has closed 
branches and eliminated thousands of jobs. Data from Dieese and 
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the Union of Bank Employees of Sao Paulo, Osasco and Region 
show that from January 2014 to April 2023, the banks closed 5,716 
branches and eliminated 70,000 jobs. (OESP, June 5, 2023) 

The capitalist class, however, does not deplore having created 
a huge army of unemployed; on the contrary, it knows that in or-
der not to die of hunger, this unemployed population will have to 
accept the wages it establishes, which will provide it with greater 
profit. 

On the other hand, the increase in unemployment leads to a 
decrease in the mass of consumers; goods are not sold and shops 
and factories are overflowing with products. This situation exists 
in all capitalist countries, hence the fierce competition between 
the international monopolies for the shrunken world market. 

Thus there are economic crises of overproduction: there is a 
surplus of goods in relation to the reduced number of consumers 
who can actually buy them, but not in relation to the real needs of 
the great majority of the population. The result is more layoffs and 
rising unemployment1. Friedrich Engels summed this contradiction 
up as follows: "Overproduction and mass misery, each the cause of 
the other – such is the absurd contradiction which is its outcome, 
and which of necessity calls for the liberation of the productive 
forces through a change in the mode of production." (Ludwig Feu-
erbach and the End of Classical German Philosophy, F. Engels) 

The lies of the bourgeoisie about unemployment 

Unable to support the modern slave, the wage worker, the 
bourgeoisie does everything possible to hide the fact that the 
cause of unemployment is the capitalist system. One of these ac-
tions is to spread illusions that it is possible to improve life without 
a social revolution that puts an end to this system. They shout, "It 
is all up to you" and promise that young people with higher edu-
cation will get a good job. 

The truth is: a survey conducted by Geofusion with infor-
mation from the Brazilian Ministries of Education and Labor re-
vealed that only one in ten people with higher education has a po-
sition related to the degree they have. In other words, the labor 

 
1 According to a report by the International Labor Organization (ILO) 
on January 16 2025, the global number of unemployed last year was 
402.4 million. (https://news.un.org/pt/story/2025) 
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market in Brazil only absorbs 10% of the people trained in their 
field. (CNN, January 2, 2024) 

False entrepreneurship: the new illusion of capitalism 

Another fallacy of the bourgeois governments and their ideo-
logues is to proclaim that better than having a formal job is to be 
an "entrepreneur". 

First of all, I want to clarify: there is no doubt that a person 
should have the right to initiate, to put into practice an idea that 
he considers important for society, even more so if that work will 
provide him with an honest resource in an era when it is so difficult 
to get a job. Moreover, it is entirely understandable that many 
people, after being victims of their exploitation by an employer, 
think of freeing themselves from this evil. However, reality shows 
that there are many obstacles along the way. Let us see. 

A study by the Brazilian Institute of Economics of the Getúlio 
Vargas Foundation (Brazilian Institute of Economics), after inter-
viewing 1,108 self-employed workers, concluded that 66% live with 
the uncertainty of how much they will receive every month and 
45% decided to work for themselves because they had no other 
option to survive. A detail: 67% of these workers stated that they 
would prefer to work with a signed employment contract. 

The study Social Measures as a Digital Work Platform, carried 
out by Professor Rosana Pinheiro-Machado of University College, 
Dublin, Ireland, after researching one million profiles on Insta-
gram, concluded that the "platformization" of work has caused 
enormous frustration in those who believe that they will become 
rich overnight. Most respondents reported that they had not 
achieved the success they thought they would and felt that their 
lives were stagnant. (Capital Letter, November 12, 2024) 

The so-called pejotization2 of the workforce 

In Brazil, in 2008, the category of Individual Microentrepre-
neurs (MEI) was created. According to the Ministry of Entrepre-
neurship, Microenterprise and Small Enterprise, in 2023, 15.7 

 
2 Pejotization is the process of hiring a worker as a legal entity (PJ), 
rather than as a natural person. This occurs when workers need to 
open a company in the CNPJ (National Registry of Legal Entities) to 
be hired by a company to provide services. 
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million people were Individual Microentrepreneurs. In 2024, be-
tween January and June, another 2.7 million people registered as 
sole proprietors. 

But being an Individual Microentrepreneur is not an effective 
alternative to wage work; on the contrary, the capitalist class has 
benefited the most from the creation of the Individual Microen-
trepreneur law. 
 

Here is why: when hiring a worker with a signed employment 
contract, the employer is obliged to comply with what is deter-
mined by the Consolidation of Labor Laws (CLT): vacation rights, 
unemployment insurance, overtime pay, etc. But if the contract is 
made with an Individual Microentrepreneur, the employer does 
not have these obligations and his profit will be greater. For this 
reason, many companies, before hiring a worker, require that he 
or she become a Microentrepreneur, that is, be registered in the 
National Registry of Legal Entities (CNPJ). This requirement has 
become so common that most young people, in order to be hired 
by a company, have to become a legal entity, be a sole proprietor, 
and have a CNPJ. This practice has become so common that it was 
renamed "pejotization". In fact, the millions of young people look-
ing for work are the main victims of this fraud: the age group be-
tween 18 and 30 years old is the one with the most people regis-
tered as Microentrepreneurs. Thus, "pejotization" has become 
the preferred form of hiring of labor power by many companies: 
on the one hand, it allows greater profits to capitalists by not hav-
ing to pay the various rights to the workers and, on the other 
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hand, it keeps these workers trapped in the illusion that tomor-
row they will be able to become entrepreneurs. 

In fact, a study by the Getúlio Vargas Foundation (FGV) found 
that more than 53% of Individual Microentrepreneurs in Brazil are, 
in fact, workers hired as legal entities. (FSP, June 6, 2024). 

Well, this subtle means used by the capitalist class to reduce 
wages, increase working hours and take away rights from the 
working class, called "pejotization" in Brazil, although it began in 
the service sector, was incorporated into other branches of the 
economy in the 21st century, as Ricardo Antunes, professor of so-
ciology of labor at Unicamp (University of Campinas) analyzes in 
the book Pandemic Capitalism: 

"Without having alternatives of work and employment, a 
growing mass of the surplus labor force can only find some possi-
bility of remuneration through companies such as Amazon, Uber, 
Cabify, 99, Facebook, Airbnb, Lyft, iFood, Glovo, Deliveroo, Rappi, 
among many others that continue expanding around the world. 
These are corporations that, under the hegemony of financial cap-
ital, have at least three essential elements for their operation: 
1)  intensive use of information and communication technolo-

gies (FTAs); 
2)  availability of an enormous surplus of labor power, eager for 

"any job", as long as there is some remuneration; 
3)  demand that these new workers be transformed into "ser-

vice providers", "self-employed workers", "entrepreneurs", 
in order to permanently exclude them from the social legisla-
tion protecting labor". 
Conclusion: while the bourgeoisie and its economists appear 

on television and the internet proclaiming the false virtues of cap-
italism, such as free trade, equal opportunities, among others, 
workers are humiliated, their rights are denied and unemploy-
ment skyrockets all over the world. These, then, are the "won-
ders" of the capitalist mode of production in the 21st century: 
structural unemployment, the end of free trade, the mass depor-
tation of workers, the concentration of wealth, false entrepre-
neurship and imperialist wars. 

Central Committee 
Revolutionary Communist Party – PCR Brazil 

April 2025 
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Chile 
Vicente San Martín Sanguinetti 
Revolutionary Communist Party 

of Chile 

Industrial Automation, A Key Element in 
Socialism and the Planned Economy 

Theoretical Framework 

Modern society as we know it has shown the ability to 
interconnect all the elements that make it up, from the high-
est structures, States and Governments, through the na-
tional and international means of production, even managing 
to interconnect the most basic consumer goods, used by the vast 
majority of consumers. 

We are talking about such a technological capacity that 
our functionality as individuals is conditioned by the availa-
bility of technology and communication protocols. The 
proof of this is that our finances, transportation, legal docu-
mentation, communication, geographical location, health 
record, among many other necessary aspects of daily life 
are found in our electronic devices. This only refers to the indi-
vidual and his relationship with his immediate needs. 

Regarding the means of production, the existence of auto-
mated equipment and intelligent machinery is becoming in-
creasingly necessary when it comes to competing in the capi-
talist market, seeking to maximize efficiency and minimize ex-
penses. Also, in order to meet the environmental quotas pro-
posed by various international organizations, these automated 
elements have become useful when it comes to minimizing 
waste and production loss. 

Likewise, while administrative complexity of governments 
increases, both due to demographic growth and to strengthen 
their presence in less urbanized sectors, they have taken in-
creasing steps towards automated systems, especially in pub-
lic administration. They are thus able to reduce waiting lines, 
facilitate remote attention in territories difficult to access and 
manage increasingly complex census data. 

However, it is becoming increasingly evident that there is 
a tendency to take the step towards automation in various 
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sectors of the state and productive apparatus, creating a slow 
(and in other countries not so slow) but steady fall in employ-
ment, especially in certain manual tasks, such as cashiers, op-
erators, handling of food in bulk, among others. Today there is 
the concept of "Lights Off Plant" that alludes to the fact that it 
does not need light because no one works there, only auto-
mated machinery (such as certain distribution centers of Ama-
zon and Coca-Cola, among others). 

This leads us to say hastily that automation could be taking 
away jobs and worsening the living conditions of the working 
class, but is this so? 

The First Industrial Revolution 

The first industrial revolution (1770-1840) was initially 
based almost exclusively on the steam engine, which had the 
physical capacity to perform work (under the notion of force 
applied in displacement) much greater than the work per-
formed by a human or animal. Later, based on the same tech-
nical principles of converting rotating work into process work, 
it developed the internal combustion engine (typical of the sec-
ond industrial revolution), which was more efficient, compact 
and not dependent on saturated steam. 

There are many examples of this; to name a few there is 
the locomotive, which allows large quantities of raw materials 
and commodities to be moved over long distances, without 
the need for huge numbers of carts pulled by animals or exclu-
sively dependent on waterways such as large rivers or ports. 

We can also mention, in the productive field, that all the 
processes dependent on rotation and mechanical work 
(looms, lathes, crushing, mixing, and other such) lost their 
quality of manual work since the steam engine allowed them 
to drive, with a single device, several shafts at the same time, 
only requiring their periodic and   maintenance. 

This inevitably led artisans to be unable to compete effi-
ciently, in quantity and quality against the nascent factories. 
They thus lost their historical source of work., During the first 
years this situation was maintained, with the artisans losing la-
bor ground to the factories. Likewise, the emergence of meth-
ods of ploughing, gathering and processing food, which re-
quired a radically smaller amount of peasant labor, caused the 
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few peasants who filled the jobs necessary for agricultural pro-
duction to specialize in using and maintaining agricultural ma-
chinery, while the remaining majority were left without work. 

However, this situation led the artisans and peasants to 
abandon their jobs, scattered throughout the territory, and 
concentrate in the cities. There they found jobs as operators at 
different points of production, reducing their living conditions 
at the cost of a job to survive and beginning to train for indus-
trial work. 

This is because the owners of the means of production 
needed their labor to operate their factories and be able to 
have large profit margins, at the expense of the surplus value 
of these new workers. Thus, the world witnessed the birth of 
the Proletariat. 

The Second Industrial Revolution 

The second industrial revolution (1870-1914) was character-
ized by the complexity of the technique and theoretical frame-
work of industrial equipment. For the first time this was closely 
linked to mechanical engineering, chemistry and electromag-
netic physics. It led to what we know today as industrial engi-
neering, electrical engineering and automotive engineering as 
formal university disciplines. Thus engineering technique was 
specialized according to area, breaking the previous scheme of 
“mechanical engineering", which was multipurpose and cov-
ered all areas of the productive apparatus. 

The discovery of new scientific areas such as gas combus-
tion, transport aerodynamics and flight, and new alloys of ma-
terials, only possible with industrial furnaces, added to the 
quantitative development of the means of production of the 
first industrial revolution. It ended up making a qualitative leap 
in both productive and communication theory and practice in 
society. 

The development of Fordism, which further worsened 
the living conditions of the working class, forced each worker 
to specialize in a particular field, precisely because of the much 
higher technical level of the productive means and pro-
cesses. 

This high specialization made interchangeable parts and 
the greater reliability of parts and mechanisms possible. This 
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made engines and chassis designs of vehicles more efficient, 
allowing the first automobiles and airplanes to have real in-
dependence, being able to travel greater distances without 
maintenance or refueling. This broke the stigma that they 
were simple curiosities, and they went on to play a leading 
role in the future logistical processes and conflicts. 

Electric motors, rudimentary at first, were able to change 
certain sectors of production and motoring, making certain 
processes and operations more efficient. 

In turn, electricity made it possible to open new horizons 
of communication, such as the radio, telegraph, and tele-
phone. These advances facilitated communication within and 
between countries, even across continents, allowing a much 
greater control and margin of editing/action than was custom-
ary during the first industrial revolution. This was the main rea-
son why "classical" capitalism became monopolistic and impe-
rialist, as the technical conditions allowed for transport and 
communication over long distances, opening up markets to 
which access was impossible a few years ago. 

Quickly, the advanced capitalist powers such as Great Brit-
ain, Germany, France, to a lesser extent Italy and the nascent 
but increasingly present United States and Japan, began a 
rapid and relentless colonization of Africa, the Middle East, 
Central and South America and Asia. 

Soon, the imperialist states had achieved a "balanced" re-
division of the world, but since obtaining more and more profits 
is an inherent property of capitalism, this balance was quickly bro-
ken. An inter-imperialist war, the Great War, broke out in order 
to conquer the domains of the other imperialist states, with 
the interests of the monopoly oligarchs of the respective 
countries behind it. 

It was in this Great War that the great machinery that 
began in this Second Industrial Revolution, airplanes, cars, 
trucks, armored ships, tanks and the huge volume of weap-
ons and ammunition from the large arsenal factories, took cen-
ter stage. However, the greatest protagonist was the world 
working class, thrown en masse into an all-out slaughter by 
the rifle and the bayonet, in which millions of workers lost 
their lives for the interests of the national oligarchy, 
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bringing class contradictions to such a high point that they 
led to the Great Bolshevik Revolution. 

It is from this point that the building of the first Socialist, 
Worker and Peasant State in history begins, with a planned econ-
omy in order to provide to each according to his needs, and 
from each according to his ability. 

It is on this plane, the Second Industrial Revolution, that 
the proletariat not only reaches its maximum expression as an 
exploited class, but also a high level of consciousness, forming 
communist parties all over the world, in order to organize, 
carry out the socialist revolution and achieve the world social-
ist state, knowing that this is the only way to end all exploita-
tion and injustice. 

Retrospective analysis 

In both industrial revolutions, initially, the working class 
(later the industrial working class), saw its living conditions 
worsen and faced unemployment and labor readjustment. Thus 
it was forced to train and develop specialization and tech-
nique, to find a place in the new industrial processes and be 
able to survive. However, in the long run, this made it possible 
to raise the level of education of the working class, and turn it 
into an industrial working class, the industrial proletariat, the 
urban and agricultural proletariat. 

The contradictions of capitalism became more evident 
during the Second Industrial Revolution, namely the contra-
diction between the completely collective relations of pro-
duction and completely individual profit. These same collective 
relations of production allowed the worker to relate to 
other workers, as well as to see his condition as a producing 
agent and the need for the collective in the current model 
of production. 

It was also these contradictions, which, analyzing them 
from a Dialectical-Materialist and Historical Materialist con-
ception, show us how the quantitative accumulation of the 
means of production inevitably gives way to a qualitative leap. 
This accumulation of the workers' forces, by the same prin-
ciples, makes a qualitative leap and forms the communist 
parties in the different countries of the world. 
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The Third Industrial Revolution 

The "Third Industrial Revolution" is a period much debated 
between the field of engineering and applied sciences as op-
posed to sociology and "social engineering" (a discipline that 
often falls into a reactionary, almost Orwellian analysis). 

This contradiction is based on the understanding of each dis-
cipline regarding the term. 

For sociology, social engineering and certain sectors of sci-
entists, especially promoted by the European Union, the third 
industrial revolution was experienced at the beginning of the 
21st century, with the widespread use of renewable energy 
forms (solar, wind and hydroelectric, among others), being a 
paradigm shift, like the two previous industrial revolutions. 

The most technical group, associated with engineering 
and applied sciences, considers that the above is true, that 
is, that the way of obtaining energy is a paradigm shift in it-
self, being cleaner, safer and more sustainable in the long 
term. However, these characteristics do not apply to be con-
sidered an industrial revolution because they do not influ-
ence the technique of the means of production themselves. 
Between 1920 and 2000, the type of work remained stable, with 
more complex machinery, but which inherently needs the hand of 
an operator to perform specific tasks within the production 
line. Work has become more complex and mechanized, but it 
has not ceased to be manual, with the workers linked to produc-
tion. 

The fact that the method of obtaining energy has gradually 
changed to sustainable methods (although today it is still not the 
majority), has not meant that the means of production and re-
valuation of raw materials in manufactured products have 
changed. The relations of production between the worker and 
the product have remained, just as the social character of 
production has remained the same as in the second indus-
trial revolution. This is unlike the comparison between the 
First and the Second, where the passage from one to the 
other ended up increasing the social character of produc-
tion, leading it to all sectors of production and its trans-na-
tionalization, a point that the First Industrial Revolution 
lacked. 
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There is no doubt that the development of sustainable ener-
gies has been an important advance in engineering – and why not 
say it, for the world – but they were not an industrial revolu-
tion. 

Automation, the real Third Industrial Revolution 

It is here, undoubtedly, that we are in the presence of a 
new Industrial Revolution. The new Intelligent machinery (sen-
sors, transmitters, controllers, PLCs (Programmable Logic Con-
trollers), among others) as well as new technologies and com-
munication protocols between machines (Infrared, Bluetooth, 
Internet of Things – IoT –, among others) and between humans 
(HMI – Human Machines Interface) have revolutionized not 
only production technology, but also production relations. For 
the first time in history, it is possible to produce without work-
ers in factories, the closest case being that of the plants with 
lights out, which receive their name because they have no 
need for lights, since there are no workers there. 

In addition, it not only changes the production relations be-
tween the worker and the resulting product, but also unblocks 
certain areas previously inaccessible in production. Energy, ma-
terial, spatial (referring to land) and cost efficiency have 
reached their highest point in history. The most important 
point of automation is that it is closely linked to the intercon-
nection of the means of production. Most of them are able to 
produce on-demand, both when requesting raw materials and 
at the time of production. They are even able to connect mul-
tiple branches of production, with the mere intention of coor-
dinating the monopolies of those capitalists who seek to have 
financial harmony between the productive branches they own. 

On the technical side, automation has a number of elements 
worthy of analysis, such as the following. 

• IoT (Internet of Things) and IIoT (Industrial Internet of Things) 
• Robotics. 
• Additive manufacturing. 
• Computer vision. 
• Cybersecurity. 
• Cloud computing. 

Internet of Things 
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The ability of devices and machinery to communicate through 
a Wi-Fi or 5G network, where each piece of equipment can 
communicate with its environment and with the network 
(and special networks in the case of national and military 
strategic industry). This allows the collection of gigantic 
amounts of data that allow economic projections to be formu-
lated and production to be planned. 

Robotics 
This is distinguished from machinery by its ability to func-

tion autonomously, either repetitively, doing the same tasks 
based on time, analog or telematic signals and sensors, or the 
next level, referring to "intelligent" machinery that has the 
ability to make decisions according to certain situations. It 
should be noted that these "intelligent" actions are not from 
the same machines, but depend on one (or several) PLCs, 
which are responsible for making these decisions. It is worth 
mentioning that, to date, there are certain machines that can 
make decisions independently. 

Additive Manufacturing 
Additive manufacturing, mostly known as 3D printing, is 

characterized by manufacturing objects through the con-
secutive addition of ability, through the extrusion of one or 
more materials of various kinds. It is, essentially, the reinvention 
of the lathe, being able to create complex parts that would 
require a greater process. Even the very form of manufac-
turing by layers allows for minimal waste, as well as achiev-
ing one-piece mechanisms that otherwise would require 
machining in parts or welding two or more components. 

Computer Vision 
This is the ability to monitor a process or task remotely, be-

ing able to see the process in detail, either with a camera (di-
rect inspection) or through an interface that projects in a sim-
plified way what the process would be (indirect), such as an 
HMI, mentioned above. 

This, except on rare occasions, frees labor inspectors 
from extremely risky positions, as well as allows monitoring 
larger sectors of production with less labor. 
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Cyber Security 
Cybersecurity protocols make it possible to protect the mas-

sive industrial and financial data that is transmitted and stored 
in various databases, which are usually the main target of 
hackers for theft or kidnapping of capital (often between 
the same companies), as well as more political objectives 
such as economic or administrative destabilization. 

Cloud Computing 
The ability to access administrative resources, as well as 

specialized applications in areas of work without the need to 
have them, either physically in documents or on your own com-
puter, but are accessible remotely, in the misnamed "cloud" that 
is nothing more than several gigantic databases spread around 
the world. 

This offers the advantage of reducing administrative vol-
umes and the easy comparison of millions of files and docu-
ments, considerably reducing the need for labor, office space 
and warehouses. The greatest advance of this point is the re-
duction of bureaucracy in all types of industry and services. 

These elements have an impact on the relations and needs 
of production, giving way to these determining factors. 

• Gradual reduction of the work-force. 
• Simplification of the administrative process. 
• Ability to efficiently manage massive databases. 
• Production planning for 5-10 years in all its branches. 
• Significant reduction of bureaucratic processes. 
• The need to raise the technical level of the workers. 
• The need to gradually increase the maintenance of equip-

ment. 
• Maximum efficiency, minimal waste. 

The influence of the Third Industrial Revolution  
on capitalist society 

Automation, given its relationship with the means of pro-
duction, has reduced the productive interactions between the 
worker and the good produced, contributing to the fact that 
the worker increasingly feels that he is not the owner of what 
he produces. It is also true that as of this writing, automation 
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is leaving vast sectors of working people without jobs, creating 
unemployment and exacerbating conditions of misery. 

The gap between developed and non-developed or devel-
oping countries has widened, since developed countries, 
driven by maximum long-term economic profit, are automat-
ing a large part of their productive branches, at the cost of a 
high initial precariousness. On the contrary, the countries that 
are lagging behind in capitalist development are suspicious of 
the idea of automating their industries, due to the strong initial 
investment and the fact that profits are seen only in the long 
term, which creates economic stagnation with respect to 
countries with a greater development of automation. 

It is also worth highlighting the examples of capitalist 
countries that, being pioneers in automation, at this point is al-
ready well integrated into their economy and that, according 
to statistics, those countries that are more automated are 
those with the lowest unemployment rate. 

This leads us to see that automation is the natural step 
in the development of the productive forces, the leap from 
quantitative to qualitative development of the means of produc-
tion, leaving all those countries with conservative capitalist mod-
els or lacking a developmentalist vision in economic stagna-
tion. 

The capitalist development of a country, today, is not com-
plete without the automation of all its productive forces. 

Incidences of the Third Industrial Revolution in  
Economic Planning and Socialism 

As seen above, not being up to date with the automation 
processes in a capitalist country is a backwardness and inevita-
ble point of economic stagnation. 

This leads to the question of what role the Marxist-Leninist 
parties of the world have after the seizure of power, whether 
in a People's Democratic Government of progress and devel-
opment, or in a socialist government with respect to the imple-
mentation of these new technologies and productive forces. 

Antecedents and Experiences of the Planned Economy 

Let us remember the situation experienced in 1922 by the Bol-
sheviks after the seizure of power. 
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The different nations that made up the USSR were torn 
apart by war. The economic backwardness, promoted by the 
tsars, existing prior to the revolution, turned the country into a 
giant with feet of clay, which was not capable of competing 
economically with the other powers of Europe. This dire sit-
uation forced the Bolsheviks to carry out modernization and 
rapid industrialization (of heavy industry) throughout the un-
ion. The Bolsheviks astutely knew how to analyze the situa-
tion of the country, and that being on a par in the productive 
technique, both quantitatively and qualitatively was funda-
mental for the survival of the first Workers' and Peasants' State. 

The planned economy, necessary for a Socialist State, is 
based on the law of harmonious development, which re-
wards, above all, the productive forces developing according 
to need, both immediate and projected, of the People and the So-
cialist State. This necessity is not distinct from the necessity 
existing in capitalism, but it is necessary for the develop-
ment of the means of production. The need for a people and 
state under feudalism, for example, is not the same as the 
need in the 10th century (applicable by extension to the 
21st) in which the development of new technology allows 
access to consumer goods considered basic (electricity, sep-
tic drainage systems, access to hot water, leisure items, toi-
letries, among countless examples), as well as the needs of 
the means of production for their operation and develop-
ment. 

This leads the socialist economies that are governed by the 
law of harmonious development to seek administrative sys-
tems able to identify these needs throughout the country, using 
data and projecting its growth in order to plan production. 

This approach turned out to be correct, two important exam-
ples of it being the First Five-Year Plan (1928-33) and economic 
growth after the Second World War (especially compared to 
capitalist countries). 

In the First Five-Year Plan, the rate of economic growth be-
tween 1928 and 1933 was 14.5%, following the progression be-
low: 
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(Percentage increase in GDP compared to the previous year)  
1928 – 7.5% 
1929 – 2.79% 
1930 – 5.82% 
1931 – 1.98% 
1932 – -1.09% 
1933 – 4.10% 

It can be seen at first glance that, during the Great Depres-
sion, while the capitalist economies suffered an economic re-
gression, the USSR not only managed to avoid it, but, due to 
its planned and non-speculative economy, managed to grow 
steadily, with a setback in 1932, but recovering the following 
year and achieving an overall growth of 14.5%. 

On the other hand, by 1946, with Europe destroyed by the 
war and the United States in economic recession due to the 
productive quotas of the war and having supplied arms to the 
United Kingdom and its allied countries, it saw its (non-mili-
tary) industry reduced by 22% compared to 1941, while the 
USSR saw a 20% increase in its non-military industry in the same 
year. This was despite having lost 26.6 million lives and its ter-
ritories (and those of the bloc of -people's democratic repub-
lics) being in the areas most devastated by the war. 

This continuous and unstoppable economic development 
thanks to the planned economy is not only seen in the Soviet 
Union. In the case of Socialist Albania, the PLA placed special 
emphasis on the industrialization of the country, specifically in 
the section of heavy industry, which aimed to develop "self-
sufficiency", fully achieved by the mid-1970s. By then Albania's 
largest export was rare minerals, electricity and raw materials, 
while consumer goods and agriculture were not export goods 
because they were needed for "self-sufficiency". They were 
planned and produced for the country's needs and not anar-
chically, which led to minimizing the waste of both raw materi-
als and already manufactured goods. 

These examples show that the leadership of a state governed 
by Marxism-Leninism aims at productive and economic self-
sufficiency. 
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On the administrative needs of the planned economy 

The very nature of the planned economy, dependent on 
the flow of data as quickly and reliably as possible, requires an 
administrative system or apparatus capable of carrying out the 
task of collecting, comparing, checking, distributing and pro-
jecting this data. This apparatus, like any productive force, is 
subject to technological development; it needs a amount of la-
bor according to the development of techniques and technol-
ogies. This implies that for the level of technological develop-
ment of the time, the socialist countries had to employ a com-
plex and extensive administrative apparatus, needing every-
thing from supervisors of control and production assigned to 
each factory and monitors of consumption in each community, 
to economists, planners and data analysts for the planning of 
each five-year plan. 

This need forced socialist countries to create millions of 
jobs for this work alone, increasing the gap between intellectual 
and manual work. A white-collar worker who had a higher profile 
than a worker or peasant was given this type of work, which was 
not manual as he did not take part in the production chain. But 
neither was he an intellectual (except for the latter in the 
professional areas of economic planning). 

In the case of Albania, a small country with 2.7 million 
inhabitants by 1980, the flow of data, as well as its inputs and 
outputs, was quite manageable, so it did not need a large bureau-
cratic apparatus for the proper planning of the country. 

However, the Soviet Union was not in such a scenario. With 
an area of 22.4 million square kilometers and a population of 
almost 287 million inhabitants at the time of its dissolution, it 
needed a complex and hierarchical bureaucratic state to pro-
cess the amount of data necessary for each five-year plan. 

The need for a huge bureaucratic apparatus implies, obvi-
ously, a bureaucratization of the whole society, a determining 
factor when it comes to understanding why in the USSR in the 
1960s onwards there was a growing "bureaucratic class" from 
which most of the deputies and members of the Central Com-
mittee of the CPSU would emerge, becoming more and more 
a petty-bourgeois version of it. 
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Development of Technique, Technology and  
the Productive Forces 

During the USSR of Lenin and Stalin, while the implemen-
tation and continuous improvement of a bureaucratic appa-
ratus to plan the economy began, there were heated debates 
about the implementation of new methods and technologies 
capable of processing data to minimize the need for bureau-
cratic agents. In addition, development did not only occur in 
the production and analysis of data, but at the same time, 
there was the constant development of communications. 

Since Lenin, there has been talk of electrification to con-
nect the Soviet country. Telephone networks, radios, commu-
nication centers and industrial communication protocols de-
veloped along with industry. Under Stalin this development 
was further deepened. The ability to communicate between in-
dustries, services, and communities made it possible to reduce 
waiting times for information (which before 1940 relied heavily 
on messages by paper), enabling for the first time direct real-
time communication between industries. This facilitated the 
flow of information and reduced the labor needed in certain 
administrative sectors. 

In "Economic Problems of Socialism in the USSR", a book 
by Joseph Stalin, we can find the discussion of the problems 
and their responses for the present and economic future of the 
USSR. Without mentioning it directly, it addresses the need for 
technological development (as the first mechanical comput-
ers, Turing-style, existed at that time) and its implementation 
in economic projection and planning, as well as the respective 
protocols of communication and information transfer. This al-
lowed it to gradually dispense with this bureaucratic apparatus 
and in turn, combat another inherent contradiction of social-
ism such as the contradiction between manual and intellectual 
labor. 

As a result of these discussions about the future of the de-
velopment of the Soviet country, the research and subsequent 
production of mechanical computers "SECM, Small Electronic 
Calculating Machines," began, being produced at the beginning 
of the 1950s. This was a technical advance that allowed for re-
ducing the personnel needed for integral and matrix 
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calculation (which usually employed dozens of people to do 
calculation in parts) and with the addition of protocols of com-
munication based on radio signals and electrical pulses, it in-
creased the efficiency of the economic administrative appa-
ratus. This technical improvement was implemented before 
the end of the Fifth Five-Year Plan, in its brief and experimental 
time managing to exceed the established production goals. 

Table 1 
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As can be seen in Table 1, all agricultural sectors managed 
to at least double production rates from the end of the Fourth 
Five-Year Plan to the end of the Fifth Five-Year Plan. If we con-
sider the fall in labor power after the Second World War, the 
only way to explain an increase in production in the country-
side, a sector that depends on large amounts of labor power if 
it does not have cutting-edge technology, is through the tech-
nical development of this sector. Likewise, the inclusion of 
analysis and control technology for planning made it possible 
to minimize the margin of error in the results, so that from 1950 
that the USSR would no longer face famine or shortages, a re-
curring problem in the 1930s and after the Second World War 
during the reconstruction period. 

TABLE 2 
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In Table 2 we find the greatest proof that the implementa-
tion of cutting-edge technology achieved and exceeded the es-
tablished production quotas without problems. 

Comrade Joseph Stalin stated that by 1960 the USSR would 
be the world's leading industrial producer. Analyzing Table 2 
we can see that by 1958 the rate of industrial production in-
creased 3 to 5 times compared to BEFORE the war. The Soviet 
industrial apparatus was able, thanks to these improvements, 
to trade in high volume with the member countries of COME-
CON and some countries of Asia and Africa. 

TABLE 3 
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In Table 3 we note that the production of consumer goods 
is skyrocketing. This is not only evidence that the Soviet coun-
try was able to overcome one of its weaknesses, the lack of 
consumer goods in favor of heavy industry. The skyrocketing 
increase in consumer goods raised the quality of life of the So-
viet people, a quality of life usually seen as deplorable thanks 
to anti-communist propaganda. 

With respect to consumer goods, economic planning, 
which already integrated computerized elements, was able to 
satisfy a demand that was especially difficult to measure and 
project. As we said earlier, the USSR had not been able to fully 
satisfy the demand for consumer goods and a considerable 
gap remained in access to consumer goods between the coun-
tryside and the city. 

In short, the success of the Soviet state and its five-year 
plans is due to the constant development and implementation 
of technology, a development that went hand in hand with the 
principle of reducing the bureaucracy and the state apparatus, 
key elements in developing a socialism that is heading towards 
an eventual communist society. 

The Experience of Industrial Automation in the post-Stalin 
USSR and in the Government of Salvador Allende 

The Soviet experience of implementing cutting-edge tech-
nology in all productive sectors and planning was successful 
enough to set a trend and demonstrate that the right path in 
the development of socialism is the continuous implementa-
tion of cutting-edge technology. 

From the 1960s onwards, a nascent and rudimentary strat-
egy of analysis, control and production emerged, which was 
supported by monitoring, correction and communication de-
vices that we know today as automation. 

This new discipline, although it was rudimentary, promised 
a lot for the future, something that we have now clearly veri-
fied. 

Thus, two cases of implementation of the discipline of au-
tomation will be analyzed. The Soviet case, implemented and 
cemented, but which faced problems and opposition within 
the country, and the Chilean case, which was a promising 
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attempt, but due to its short duration only allows us to analyze 
and speculate about it. 

The Soviet Experience 

In 1956, after the completion of the Fifth Five-Year Plan, it 
became clear that the implementation of cutting-edge technol-
ogy, especially in the administrative and planning apparatus of 
the economy, despite its small scale, had been a success and a 
substantial improvement. Thus, at the end of 1956, the new So-
viet government of Nikita Khrushchev, imposed by force and 
unpopular in various sectors (from workers and professionals 
to high officials that could not be removed) throughout the 
country, found itself in a difficult situation. It had to show its 
superiority over the former administration of the previous Cen-
tral Committee and its ministries. Therefore, it set production 
quotas and projections in the Sixth Five-Year Plan that were 
very high and promising. 

However, in a populist measure and contrary to the dialec-
tic and development of the productive forces, it was decided 
to begin to replicate industries and use the same production 
and technology strategies that dated back to 1950, which, alt-
hough they were not obsolete, were surpassed by other nas-
cent computers. This was done with 3 specific objectives. 

The first was to increase production under the principle of 
industrial expansion in the country. This was not a harmonious 
development and incorporating new technologies into new 
and old industries and sectors. Instead, it used a "Copy Paste" 
of industries across the country without innovating or devel-
oping anything. 

The second and a direct consequence of the previous one 
was to create new jobs, without considering whether there 
were the personnel to operate these factories, but which gen-
erated the false sensation of economic growth through 
"greater employment". 

And third, it avoided introducing new technologies and 
techniques that, on the one hand "threatened" administrative 
employment related to the area of planning, and at the same 
time did not incorporate cutting-edge production techniques. 
This in the same way "threatened" the jobs of workers, espe-
cially those who performed repetitive tasks. 
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By 1956 various university and research institutions were 
studying cybernetics processes and their long-term projection, 
including the s-Cybernetic Seminar of the University of Mos-
cow, where several papers on this discipline were presented, 
including "Mathematical Methods in the Planned Economy". This 
was a work carried out by Leonid Kantorovich, who was 
awarded the Stalin Prize for his scientific work, the Order of 
the Red Banner of Labor and the Order of Lenin, among many 
other recognitions. Kantorovich is also considered the father 
of linear programming for the optimization of resources in 
planning, a discipline studied today in the fields related to au-
tomation. 

Instead of promoting the studies and results of these in-
vestigations among the popular masses and linking them with 
their material conditions so that they would lose their uncer-
tainty and a certain fear of these new techniques, it was de-
cided to ignore this. This was a reactionary attempt to keep the 
people in confusion in order to win their support and not at-
tack this well-off "bureaucratic class" that saw its existence 
threatened by these advances. 

Thus, these completely reactionary and anti-Leninist deci-
sions led to the fact that, in 1958, a little more than a year and 
a half after the beginning of the Sixth Five-Year Plan, it was 
stopped because the goals were too far from the projection 
made based on the data obtained during the Plan. Thus, in 
1958, with the failure of the Sixth Five-Year Plan and the pres-
sure exerted by the most knowledgeable and well-versed sec-
tors in this nascent discipline of automation, the Plenum of the 
Central Committee issued an order to begin a process of auto-
mation when the country had the technical conditions to carry 
it out. 

Thus, at the beginning of the 1960s, the Soviets, develop-
ing the transistor to replace the valve, began the production of 
a second generation of computers, much faster and capable of 
performing a greater number of tasks per instant. This is how, 
at the beginning of the 1960s, the conditions were finally ready 
to begin the request of the Central Committee. 

By 1957, the Central Statistical Administration (TsSU) had 
undergone a reorganization thanks to the experiences of the 
Fifth Five-Year Plan and the research and development of 
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technical universities throughout the Union, which was not ex-
ploited until the Central Committee decreed it at the end of 
1958. 

This is how the TsSU, after its organization, proposed a 
strategy of regional control and collection, setting up 70 sta-
tions each with 58 calculating and computing machines. By 
1968, the TsSU had installed 1000 monitoring stations with 35 
machines each, making a total volume of 35,000 computing 
machines. The reason for the reduction of machinery per sta-
tion was due to the development of technologies, allowing 
greater performance with less equipment. 

This cutting-edge technology, superior to Western tech-
nology, made it possible to calculate placing the Voyager 1 into 
orbit and then launching Yuri Gagarin into outer space. 

However, from the creation of the Soviet Union until its in-
evitable end in 1991, following the Central Committee's turn to-
wards reactionary and revisionist policies in 1956, the Soviet 
Union was never able to reduce the bureaucratic apparatus. 
This was partly because of the limitations of technology that 
could not have eliminated this apparatus in its entirety (alt-
hough it could considerably) and partly because of the petty-
bourgeois opposition of the Central Committee to eliminating 
this bureaucratic class, from which in 1956 several of the mem-
bers came who paved the way for the infamous 20th Congress, 
and from which by 1970, the majority of the Central Committee 
came. 

Even in these conditions of opposition to eliminating the 
bureaucratic apparatus, they understood the vital need for au-
tomation, not only at the productive level, but especially in the 
planning apparatus. Thus, this discipline was strongly pro-
moted and allowed a social-Imperialist Soviet Union to com-
pete with the United States and Europe until its eventual col-
lapse. 

The Chilean experience, the SYNCO/Cybersyn Project 

Chile, within the spectrum of the left around the world, is 
usually known for only one thing: the Allende government and 
its subsequent coup d'état. 

However, within the world of engineering and cybernetics, 
it is well-known for the Cybersin Project, Stafford Beer [a 
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British professor at the Manchester Business School – transla-
tor’s note], the miracle of the Truckers' Strike and CHECHO. 

These two worlds converge, although at first glance they 
do not seem to be in a correlation, in the experience of "Chil-
ean-style socialism", economic planning and automation. 

During the government of Eduardo Frei (1964-1970), a pro-
cess of purchasing IBM computers for certain sectors of the 
state apparatus and the main universities of the country be-
gan. This allowed Chile, by 1970, to have a small sector of state 
workers and a considerable number of newly trained profes-
sionals who were, in the words of Stafford Beer, "cyberized" 
(cybernetically literate).  

Table 2.1 
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Thus, after the victory of Salvador Allende and Popular 
Unity in 1970, there was already an expertise in cybernetics 
within the country, although associated with calculating com-
puters and card punching. 

The central levers of Allende's government program were 
the nationalization of strategic industries, industrial develop-
ment, promoting "democratic socialism" and cooperation with 
the Center and the Center-Left to consolidate the necessary 
support in order to legitimize his government before Congress 
in the following years. 

This government was characterized from the beginning by 
having personalities with fresh and innovative ideas. Demo-
cratic socialism, decentralization of political power, innovative 
approaches to a mixed economy that responds to a centralized 
projection and a friendly rhetoric and alliance between the 
working class and petty bourgeoisie reminds one of the strat-
egy adopted by the Communist International at its Seventh 
Congress, but instead of an Anti-Fascist or Anti-Capitalist char-
acter, it was aimed at national progress and stability with a cer-
tain class component. 

Within these fresh ideas, economic planning during the 
Popular Unity government had Engineer Fernando Flores as 
technical general director of CORFO (Corporation for the Pro-
motion of Production). Flores, together with other depart-
ments of CORFO, proposed the idea of building a computer 
center capable of real-time monitoring of the production of na-
tionalized industries, and in this way they would be able to 
carry out corrective actions for optimal production, dispensing 
with supervisors and white-collar workers. 

This also had the objective of facilitating the task of eco-
nomic planning that was hampered by a mixed system of state-
owned, partially state-owned and private enterprises. 

This is how in 1971, on the eve of the first anniversary of the 
triumph of Popular Unity, Stafford Beer arrived in Chile with 
the purpose of carrying out what for him was a unique oppor-
tunity, to bring his studies and work to reality financed by a 
country that had the conditions to prove his postulates. Thus 
began the development of the Cybersyn Project, which was 
faced with 3 major problems: technological shortages, distrust 
of these new technologies and the growing political instability. 
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As seen in the graph of purchasers of computer machine 
by year, Chile had computers. But only 3 of these could work 
according to the demands of the project: the IBM 1620 ac-
quired in 1970, while the others could only support these 3 cen-
tral machines. Thus it was necessary to rethink the approach 
and communication of these machines to achieve the pro-
posed objectives. This led to the development of a whole new 
communications system to avoid bottlenecks in these comput-
ers. They could not be updated due to the economic blockade 
imposed by the United States, and the fact that all the Euro-
pean computers were not compatible with the hardware and 
communication protocols of the U.S. computers present in 
Chile. 

Photograph of Cybersyn Station, 1972. 

In addition, within the government itself there was re-
sistance to the project. The Communist Party considered that 
it would threaten the working class, a reason that, despite 
searching various sources, could not be found. Also, even its 
ideological bastion, Soviet revisionism, had realized the im-
portance of automation. It is possible that this was due to a 
similar reason that the Soviet administrative apparatus could 
not lose the support of the white-collar workers, as well as 
technical ignorance and lack of Marxist-Leninist ideological de-
velopment within the party. So, the government had to bring 
this information about the project to public light in order to win 
support so that this would not be seen as a "cyber-socialist fan-
tasy.” 
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But, without a doubt, the biggest problem was the political 
situation that the country was experiencing. By 1972, Popular 
Unity had lost the support of the Christian Democrats, which 
by that year advocated removing the government in the 1973 
plebiscite. In addition, the opposition led by the national oli-
garchs, spread by the right and its armed wing, Patria y Liber-
tad (Fatherland and Freedom), a shock group with several ide-
ological components drawn from fascism, advocated a military 
coup, creating the conditions for it at the worst time for the 
government. 

This is how by 1972, the owners of the factories began to 
close them in order to stop production, often offering to pay 
the workers for the normal working day if they agreed not to 
show up for work. Also, the phony unions of professionals, es-
pecially doctors and engineers, paralyzed their functions to 
create a sense of instability and the strike of truck drivers 
ended up finishing off the operation to destabilize the country. 

It is here that the sectors loyal to Popular Unity began to 
intensify the class struggle and go beyond the government it-
self. The industrial cordons began to occupy and self-manage 
the previously closed factories, often despite the fact that they 
did not even receive a salary since this, according to the own-
ers, was an occupation of private property. The conscientious 
and honest professionals, despite being few in number, man-
aged to keep the factories operational; in the case of engi-
neers, they usually each took charge of several factories, and 
in the case of doctors they performed extra shifts without pay 
in order to keep the strategic health sector running. In addi-
tion, the truck owners who did not join the strike put them-
selves at the disposal of the government for transportation 
and supply from Arica to Punta Arenas, demonstrating by all 
these actions that it was the people of Chile who would take 
charge of the country if the traitorous right-wingers left. Even 
with all this, the forecast was for a total shortage in 2 weeks. 

It is here that the Cybersyn project would play a role that 
many experts at the time considered miraculous. The country's 
production was coordinated through this Centralized Station, 
which relieved the burden of the engineers who kept track of 
too many industries under their charge. It set the most power-
ful computers to calculate the variables, routes and contents 
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of each available truck to carry out supply tasks in the most ef-
ficient way possible. These measures allowed the shortage to 
occur only after 4 months, exceeding by 8 times the expecta-
tions of the greedy ones who were already preparing to enrich 
themselves as a result of popular need. 

The technical limitations of the time did not allow the na-
tional situation to be alleviated indefinitely, although it showed 
their effectiveness and potential, silencing those who attacked 
it. This made it clear that automation is an ally of the working 
class if it is used according in their interests. 

In addition, Stafford Beer, the English engineer in charge 
of the project, partly outside politics, witnessed the class strug-
gle at one of its highest points in the history of Chile. This 
would prompt him to propose a system that would allow the 
people to "give their opinion" in real time from their homes to 
the bills in Congress with a device which had the range of op-
tions from "Totally Disagree" to "Totally Agree". This would al-
low for really democratize decisions; however, this never ma-
terialized. 

The Cybersyn project saw its end together with the Popu-
lar Unity government. The military coup plotters destroyed 

Stafford Beer (second from left), with members of his team in Chile, 
including Fernando Flores (first from right). Photo: Liverpool 

Moores University/Constantin Malik 
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the Computer Station and with it eliminated what was consid-
ered one of the most important technological advances in the 
world to date. 

The government found in automation a strong ally, which 
was powerless in the face of the naïve and petty bourgeois po-
sitions of the government. It did not develop the class struggle, 
ignored all the signs and warnings of the unions that confirmed 
an early coup d'état and its anti-Marxist need to appease the 
opposition. It increasingly disarmed the natural organizations 
of the workers, finally refusing to arm the sectors that wanted 
to fight against the military coup and defend the government. 

Conclusions 

Technological development, since the origins of Marxist 
philosophy, seeks to achieve a fairer society capable of com-
peting with and defeating the increasingly agonizing and obso-
lete capitalist society. 

The Marxist-Leninists who have been at the head of social-
ist countries, such as Lenin, Stalin, Hoxha and many others in 
the countries of the socialist bloc of Eastern Europe and Asia 
before the 20th Congress and the rise of the revisionist cur-
rent, were able to understand this and advance with every-
thing for a cutting-edge development. 

Analyzing the Soviet and Chilean experiences, we realize 
that automation always works in favor of the progress of soci-
ety, turning out to be an ally of the working class in its struggle 
against the capitalist powers. 

It is also evident that automation, in both cases limited by 
the technologies of the time, allowed both countries and their 
respective governments to extend their useful life and facili-
tate all the tasks of the economy. The most obvious is the So-
viet case, which was able to resist for more than 30 years de-
spite having abandoned the principles of Marxism-Leninism 
and that ultimately its fall, both economically, socially and po-
litically, was due precisely to this, the ideological deviation and 
the rise of a bureaucratic class that was becoming stronger and 
stronger. 

In the case of the Chilean experience, the example is more 
dramatic, since, unlike the Soviet Union, this was not a strong 
state or one with a hegemonic government. It was also on the 
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verge of a class confrontation that could have ended very dif-
ferently if it had been led by Marxist-Leninists. With the limita-
tions of the time, automation allowed the Popular Unity gov-
ernment to sustain itself and last much longer than its enemies 
expected, and the use of this technology in the midst of a class 
struggle shows that it is not only a purely economic tool, but 
that, like any science, it must be linked and studied according 
to the class struggle and the interests of the working class. 

In both cases the failures of the governments were due to 
not having Marxism-Leninism as an ideology and leadership 
tool, falling into deviations, reactionary, counter-revolutionary 
and anti-Marxist positions. At the same time, in both cases it was 
shown empirically that the implementation of the discipline of 
industrial automation was a success as well as a necessity. 

Today, automation has made obsolete for several genera-
tions the computers and strategic models used in the Soviet 
Union and Chile. The most obvious example, to take one close 
to the reader, is that the feat performed by Cybersyn during 
the truckers' strike and the general situation in 1972 is some-
thing that our cell phones can perform in a fraction of a second 
using Google Maps, finding the best routes with the stops and 
variables that we want. The administration of several compa-
nies can be carried out in real time using the technology in our 
pocket through specialized applications and allowing us to 
give our opinion regarding the measures taken by a govern-
ment, simply by commenting on it on social networks. 

These being the capabilities of a simple cell phone, the ca-
pabilities of a Central Station that is in charge of economic 
planning in real time, thanks to fiber optic telecommunications 
capable of sending terabytes of information across the globe 
at the speed of light, and with each factory having its respec-
tive automated system, they are, quite simply, capabilities un-
imaginable to us in numerical terms. 

That is why today, any Marxist-Leninist party that finds it-
self in the position of leadership of a country must be at the 
forefront of the technique of automation. In this way, wher-
ever a socialist revolution breaks out, after its victory a tech-
nical development of automation must be implemented to al-
low the country to be at the forefront of the process. Other-
wise, it would not be able to compete against any capitalist 



INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF ML PARTIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

48 | UNITY & STRUGGLE 

country. Likewise, if it is economically blockaded, as has been 
the case with all socialist states in their beginning, automation 
and its implementation within the planned economy would al-
low internal needs to be met without the need for foreign in-
vestment or products. 

It is also the job of us Marxist-Leninists to provide this appar-
ently ultra-academic and technical information to the working 
class and even to ourselves, since it will depend on those in the 
leadership of a country to implement these new cutting-edge 
technologies in favor of the working class and not against it. 

We must explain and discuss why industrial automation is a 
tool, which can be used to exploit, doing away with jobs and 
swelling the army of the unemployed due to the ambitious need 
of capitalism to make the most profit, or as a tool that must be 
implemented with a plan and in a harmonious way to satisfy the 
needs of our class and improve our living conditions. As long as 
we are competing on a par with capitalist states in which there 
will inevitably be an economic war in which we are on par tech-
nologically, socialism will show its superior capacity. 

“Nature builds no machines, no locomotives, railways, elec-
tric telegraphs, self-acting mules etc. These are products of hu-
man industry; natural material transformed into organs of the 
human will over nature, or of human participation in nature." 
Karl Marx [Grundrisse, Notebook VII] 
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Dominican 
Republic 

 
Communist Party of Labor (PCT) 

Solidarity with the Workers and People of Haiti 
As a result of the serious crisis into which the local elites and 

US imperialism have plunged the country, the workers and all the 
Haitian people have seen their living conditions deteriorate to un-
precedented levels. The most dramatic expression of the crisis in 
the current situation is the insecurity that prevails in much of the 
country, especially in the south and around the capital, Port-au-
Prince. 

In the midst of this situation, the people are resisting, trying 
to rebuild their lives day by day. The popular and revolutionary or-
ganisations, which have been severely affected by the prevailing 
situation, are working to promote the organisation and conscious-
ness of the masses, especially in rural areas and working-class 
neighbourhoods. However, the actions of the organised popular 
movement have been seriously affected by the campaigns of ter-
ror and assassinations carried out by armed gangs, which have tar-
geted working-class neighbourhoods among their main objec-
tives and victims. As a result, many activists have been killed and 
others forced to flee their homes to other parts of the country or 
to go abroad to save their lives. At the same time, the popular sec-
tors have attempted to organise self-defence actions, which have 
allowed certain areas to remain free from the influence of the 
gangs. Some of these initiatives have been supported by uncor-
rupted police officers who have sided with the people in such 
cases. 

If we remember that these gangs were created by the coun-
try's political and economic powers, permeated by criminal mafias 
of all kinds, it is not surprising that their main victims are the pop-
ular sectors, systematically targeting activists from organisations. 
In this sense, it is not by accident that the formation of these 
gangs during the government of Jovenel Moise coincided with a 
period of significant growth in the popular movement, with large 
and continuous demonstrations for political change against these 
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governments established by the United States and other powers 
through their UN and its Missions in Haiti. 

II 

In this context of prolonged economic and political-institu-
tional crisis, the emigration of Haitian citizens abroad has intensi-
fied, and this situation naturally has an impact on the Dominican 
Republic, where an ultra-nationalist campaign of rejection, stig-
matisation, xenophobia and criminalisation of this migrant work-
force has emerged. 

The movement of workers from neighbouring Haiti to the Do-
minican Republic is a flow that was established long before the 
current situation. It began in the early decades of the 20th century 
with the development of the modern sugar industry in the con-
text of the military occupation of both countries by US troops, be-
tween 1916 and 1924 in the Dominican Republic and between 1915 
and 1934 in Haiti, as part of its strategy of neocolonial control and 
domination throughout the Caribbean region. 

In the last decades of the 20th century, following the collapse 
of the sugar industry in the Dominican Republic, the immigrant 
workforce was displaced to other sectors, mainly agriculture and 
migration, where it has been fundamental to keeping both 
branches of the national economy afloat, due to the exodus of 
Dominican peasants to urban centres and the large emigration of 
Dominican workers abroad, mainly to the United States and other 
destinations. The magnitude of this is reflected in the consolida-
tion of remittances as one of the fundamental pillars of the Do-
minican economy. 

The immigration linked to the sugar industry until the mid-
1970s was seasonal in nature, because the governments of both 
countries facilitated mechanisms that made it possible for work-
ers to return and leave again according to the needs of the harvest 
in the sugar mills. Later, to save costs, the government and the 
oligarchy encouraged these workers to remain in the Dominican 
Republic. They put down roots here and, over several genera-
tions, raised families whose descendants born here. In 2013, they 
were illegally stripped of their Dominican nationality and all their 
rights by the State, on the grounds that they were descendants of 
immigrants in an irregular situation. 
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It is in this general context that the current offensive by the 
Dominican government and ultra-reactionary sectors against im-
migrant workers from Haiti is taking place; it is an offensive that 
coincides with the rise of the same anti-immigrant, xenophobic 
and pro-fascist rhetoric and policies in various parts of the world. 

Faced with this situation, our Communist Party of Labour, to-
gether with democratic and revolutionary sectors in the Domini-
can Republic, has been carrying out various actions to denounce 
the Dominican government's policy and in solidarity with the im-
migrant workers and the Haitian people in their resistance for de-
mocracy and sovereignty, for the right to a dignified life, against 
the Haitian oligarchy, and against dependence on and control by 
US and French imperialism. 

III 

From Haiti: A special demand against the imperialist powers 

An important demand put forward by the Haitian popular and 
revolutionary movement is the demand for reparations for the 
plundering and colonisation perpetrated by France and the 
United States. 

The current situation of Haiti as a nation and as a people can 
be explained in part as the ultimate result of the long process of 
colonisation, which was a consequence of the consolidation of 
the modern capitalist system throughout the 19th century. The 
development of capitalism and modernity took place not only at 
the expense of the exploitation of workers in the so-called “cen-
tral” countries, but also, and especially, through the enslavement 
of entire peoples in the colonies, the control of their territories 
and the plundering of their resources. 

The consequences for the Haitian people caused by the colo-
nial and neocolonial powers are evident. Today, like other peoples 
in different regions, they are legitimately demanding reparations, 
restitution and compensation for what was stolen. In the case of 
Haiti, in recent years it has also been the victim of institutional de-
stabilisation as well as the introduction of diseases such as cholera 
under the banner of the United Nations itself. 

The Communist Party of Labour considers these demands to 
be an integral part of the struggle for the national and social liber-
ation of our peoples and nations. 
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We support the organisations that are representative of the 
Haitian people in this demand, as it must be incorporated into the 
elements of a national solution to the crisis that points towards 
true independence, sovereignty and democracy. 

Our peoples and nations are compelled to identify options for 
the access to the material means that will sustain our own path to 
development in accordance with our idiosyncrasies, with national 
liberation and the ideal of socialism as our central axis. In this per-
spective, it is imperative to demand the return of what was stolen 
by the powers and the interests accumulated over a long period 
of time by the colonialist usurpers of yesterday and today. 

Haiti is a good popular laboratory for promoting strategic de-
mands such as this in a project of liberation because, as is well 
known, it was here that the largest colonial slave plantation ex-
periment took place among all those that transferred net re-
sources to the colonialist metropolises. 

The US military occupation between 1915 and 1934, the pup-
pet governments, dictatorships and, more recently, military 
coups, new interventions and military occupations of various 
kinds, have been promoted by US imperialism with the support of 
the Haitian and other oligarchies of the region and the European 
imperialist powers. In the 20th century these make up the long list 
of grievances, oppression and systematic exploitation of which 
the Haitian people have been victims. 

IV 

To explain the current situation in the country, as asserted by 
the Haitian democratic and revolutionary movement, the follow-
ing elements must be taken into account: 

It is the neoliberal policies under the control of the IMF, the 
World Bank and the US State Department that have dismantled 
the state structures and implemented a whole series of public pol-
icies that exacerbate poverty, causing more hunger and unem-
ployment in the country. In this sense, the gang leaders are the 
legitimate children of the IMF and the imperialist countries. 

The bloody coup d'état of 30 September 1991 against a gov-
ernment elected by the people in fair elections. The coup of Feb-
ruary 2004 in which the State Department hired drug trafficker 
Guy Philipppe to obtain weapons and logistical support from the 
Dominican army to overthrow Jean Bertrand Aristide for the 
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second time. The electoral coup d'état to impose Michel Joseph 
Martelly as a legal bandit who gangsterised the political system 
until the PHTK regime managed to destroy all the democratic in-
stitutions, with the full support of the State Department. 

The gangs are constantly receiving assault rifles and ammuni-
tion, either directly from Miami or from across the border. 

The latest multinational mission, supposedly for peace, that 
has been deployed in the country looks more like an agreement 
with Kenya to defend imperialist interests in this region of Africa 
under IMF control. The Haitian and Kenyan peoples are suffering 
equally from the harshness of IMF policies. It is clear that the 
agreement between the United States and Kenya was not de-
signed to help the Haitian people (2021). 

In addition to the criminal attacks of the gangs against the or-
ganised popular movement, the counterinsurgency of imperial-
ism over the last 10-12 years has led to a process of corruption of 
the popular organisations, of co-optation and instrumentalization 
of the movement, especially through the actions of a flood of 
NGOs from the US and Europe that have been established in the 
country. Although they managed to divert it from many of its ma-
jor objectives, in the end, they could not stop the organised peo-
ple. That is why it can be said that at this moment, the social move-
ment in Haiti is still standing. (Source: Haiti: Permanent Resistance 
in the Face of an Endless Crisis. Study on the Impact of the Military 
Occupation in Haiti, Jubilee South Americas, 2023, 50 p.). 

V 

Given the situation described above, the urgent need for soli-
darity with the workers and people of Haiti includes, among other 
things, the following: 

Supporting in every way possible the organisation and re-
sistance of the workers, popular sectors and the left, who are 
fighting for a national solution to the crisis, without imperialist 
patronage, in which the people and their demands are the main 
actors; 

Denouncing the presence of gangs as part of the strategy of 
domination and control implemented by the Haitian oligarchy and 
governments in collusion with imperialism against the people and 
their organisations; 
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In our propaganda, clarifying that, in the midst of the difficult 
situation prevailing in Haiti, there is a popular movement, weak-
ened but still active, which is daily resisting the rigours of insecu-
rity and the imperialist offensive with dozens of new mega-mining 
projects in different regions of the country. These constitute a 
new threat to sovereignty, agricultural production and food secu-
rity. 

Highlighting the fact that the people have never stopped 
fighting, even today when the dismantling of many areas of the 
state, the institutionalised violence and the disinformation allow 
the mainstream press to spread the false idea of an “unviable 
country”. The Haitian democratic and revolutionary organisations 
and sectors have resisted and are continuing to resist, committed 
to real change that will be expressed in the independence, sover-
eignty, participatory democracy and national liberation. 

From the Dominican Republic, it is incumbent upon our party 
and the democratic and revolutionary movement to continue to 
expose the reactionary ideological bias of the Dominican govern-
ment's migration policy towards immigrant workers from neigh-
bouring Haiti, and to develop concrete solidarity initiatives with 
our sister organisations in Haiti that seek to strengthen the anti-
imperialist and anti-system struggle on both sides of the island. 

In a strategic sense, “it is our duty to contribute as much as 
we can to the development of the revolutionary struggle in Haiti 
and to the winning of popular sovereignty by its people, as we 
must do the same in our own country, because this is the only 
guarantee that a policy of good neighbourliness, friendship, and 
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economic and political collaboration will develop between the 
two nations. In the hands of the right wing, neither Haiti nor the 
Dominican Republic will achieve progress or national and popular 
sovereignty. This ideal must guide our approach to what has come 
to be considered in our country as ‘the Haitian question’.” (Sala-
zar, M. A Word of Commitment, SD: Mediabyte, 2005: 337). 

To carry out this task, the PCT draws inspiration from the les-
sons of proletarian internationalism throughout history. We rely 
on the experiences of mutual solidarity built between the Haitian 
and Dominican peoples at different periods in their history as they 
faced a common enemy: colonial domination, dictatorships and 
imperialist oppression on both sides of the island. 

April 2025. 
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Ecuador 
Pablo Miranda 

Marxist-Leninist Communist 
Party of Ecuador – PCMLE 

The Work of the Party Among the Masses1 
Historical materialism unequivocally points out to us, and life 

confirms, that history is the work of the masses of the people. 
The ABC of Marxism-Leninism teaches us that the popular 

masses, including the working class, are not aware of their histor-
ical role; they do not spontaneously form their own political con-
sciousness. In their life, their thought, the need for change, for so-
cial transformation, for socialism underlies this as a tendency, as 
a desire. But political consciousness is a consequence of the orga-
nized and conscious work of political parties, in the case of the 
working class, of the activity of the revolutionary party of the pro-
letariat, the Marxist-Leninist Communist Party. 

The relationship between the party and the masses  
is the core of communist activity 

In the course of its revolutionary activity, for more than thirty 
years, our Party has strived to work in accordance with these fun-
damental principles. 

The most important part of its activity has been related to the 
work with the working class and the other popular masses. In this 
process it has accumulated important experience, it has achieved 
both small and significant victories, it has made mistakes and had 
shortcomings. All this is the revolutionary heritage of the Party, it 
is very useful to us in the ascending march toward power, in the 
process of accumulation of revolutionary forces. 

It is necessary now that we reflect on our own experience, 
that we draw the lessons that will allow us to advance more 
quickly, deeply and broadly. In this activity, which is already part 
of the history of the Ecuadorian revolution and, of course, part of 
the history of the Party, we have been giving shape to, 

 
1 This article was published in Política Num. 16, the theoretical jour-
nal of the PCMLE, August 1995. We are republishing it now, because 
of its relevance to the revolutionary activity of the communists. 



ECUADOR – THE WORK OF THE PARTY AMONG THE MASSES 

MAY 2025 | 57 

elaborating, a revolutionary mass line. 
Supported by the universal principles of Marxism-Leninism, 

by the knowledge of the experiences of other fraternal parties 
and other revolutionary processes and, drawing from our own ex-
perience, collecting the tradition of struggle of the working class 
and peoples of Ecuador, the activity of hundreds and hundreds of 
communists and revolutionaries throughout the country, and in 
different social and political conditions, we have given form to 
that mass line. It is a conception, a style of Party work that must 
be preserved, evaluated and developed incessantly, in order to 
make it a powerful tool for revolutionary work. 

We have significant experience. From the first years of the 
Party, we have been actively involved in the work of the working 
class and the masses of people. The struggle of the communists 
has never been separated from the masses. 

This fact marks an important difference between the Marxist-
Leninists and the revisionists, between the proletarian revolution-
aries and the petty-bourgeois revolutionaries. The theory and 
practice of the Ecuadorian communists has always kept in mind 
the conception that the masses are the makers of history. 

Certainly, throughout our activity we made mistakes, we suf-
fered deviations. 

Voluntarism is alien to the politics of the proletariat 

The incidence of foquismo [the theory that small guerrilla 
groups could make the revolution – translator’s note] in the activ-
ity of the Party had expressions of voluntarism and vanguardism 
that tended to separate us from the masses. The study of Marx-
ism-Leninism, the knowledge of the revolutionary experiences of 
other countries of Latin America, of Ecuador; the very stumbling 
blocks we have made; the ideological struggle and, more specifi-
cally, the Proletarianization Campaign that we promoted in the 
years 1968-70, contributed significantly so that the Party, its lead-
ership and the rank and file could correct these deviations and 
take up in theory and practice the revolutionary principles of the 
mass line. 

Tailism and welfarism are alien ideas 

Maoism also had an impact on the mass work of the Party. 
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For a period, we Ecuadorian communists conceptualized the 
popular masses as possessors of great wisdom, we sympathized 
with their calamitous situation and our work suffered from popu-
list, welfarist manifestations. At certain times and situations, our 
"proletarianization" was expressed in going to live and suffer ma-
terially the way the masses lived and suffered. On some occasions 
the party had tailist positions with respect to the masses. The ide-
ological assimilation of Marxism-Leninism, the better knowledge 
of the reality of the country, the mistakes we made and the diffi-
culties we faced; the ideological struggle and, more particularly, 
the ideological and political struggle carried out consistently 
against so-called Mao Tsetung Thought, its unmasking as a revi-
sionist current and the demarcation of camps, contributed vigor-
ously to the rectification of these deviations. 

The Party affirmed itself in proletarian conceptions, also in the 
field of mass work. 

Later we made other mistakes, suffered from other devia-
tions. 

The Social Democratic tendency is opposed  
to Marxism-Leninism  

For a period, our connection to the life and struggle of the 
masses immersed us in an economist practice. 

The activity of the communists was mainly involved in the or-
ganization of the struggle for economic demands. We accumu-
lated experiences; we acquired leadership, many comrades be-
came outstanding popular leaders, but the struggle of the masses 
remained, fundamentally, on the level of the struggle for immedi-
ate objectives: wages, stability, land, social and political rights, 
etc. These non-proletarian manifestations in the thought and ac-
tion of the party reached the level of a deviation, a tendency. By 
its nature, its particularities and manifestations we typified it as a 
"social democratic tendency". The theoretical-political clarifica-
tion, the better knowledge of Marxism-Leninism and the internal 
ideological struggles allowed us, in the main, to confront these 
bourgeois and petty-bourgeois ideological and political manifes-
tations, which conspire against the class nature of the Party and 
distort its work with the popular masses. The ideological and po-
litical combat against the social democratic tendency must con-
tinue to develop in breadth and depth, unmasking and isolating 
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its different facets and expressions until they are eradicated from 
our conception and practice. 

We have confronted and continue to confront the different 
ideological manifestations alien to the proletariat that are ex-
pressed in mass work.  

Sectarianism tends to isolate us from the masses 

The sectarianism that strives to separate us from the masses, 
that claims that communists are possessors of the absolute truth, 
that underestimates others, the popular masses themselves, but 
mainly other popular fighters, including revolutionary organiza-
tions, which undermines the work for popular and revolutionary 
unity, is an ideological deviation that we have been fighting and 
that must be eradicated from our activity.  

Bureaucratism impedes revolutionary work 

Bureaucratism is also a manifestation of bourgeois and petty-
bourgeois ideology, which tends to attack the work of the Party; 
in some places and times, it becomes dominant practice. Bureau-
cratism separates us from the masses, stagnates the very func-
tioning of the mass organizations, turns them into figureheads, 
isolates their leadership from the rank-and-file. The fight against 
bureaucratism must be carried out consistently and permanently, 
now in the struggle for power and later in the struggle to maintain 
power.  

Petty-bourgeois revolutionism hinders  
the Party's connection with the masses  

Petty-bourgeois revolutionism has been affecting the life and 
activity of the party and, of course, it is also expressed in the rela-
tionship between the party and the masses. Its most obvious man-
ifestations are personalism, authoritarian posturing, self-suffi-
ciency. 

The cadres leading the masses, including the communists 
who attain these responsibilities, are susceptible to petty-bour-
geois attitudes and behaviors. Among them, careerism usually ap-
pears, which sometimes becomes real competition to excel and 
stand out as popular leaders. Of course, these struggles develop 
openly, involving the cadres and sometimes the masses them-
selves. On some occasions petty-bourgeois personalism has been 



INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF ML PARTIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

60 | UNITY & STRUGGLE 

one of the sources of ideological and political positions at odds 
with the nature of the Party and has even become one of the 
causes for factionalist activities. The struggle against personalism, 
against careerism, must continue to develop in the heat of social 
practice; it must involve the Party, but also the activists of the 
mass organizations and even the masses themselves.  

Populism and caudillismo [a caudillo is a strongman, meant in a 
pejorative sense – translator’s note] are anti-Marxist 

conceptions and practices 

We have won an important role in Ecuadorian society today 
by being involved in the social and political life of the masses, ac-
tively participating in the country's politics. 

Considerable sectors of the peoples of Ecuador identify us as 
their loyal friends, as their organizers and leaders; our political 
proposals are welcomed, made their own by important sectors of 
the popular masses. Our participation in Alternativa Popular (Pop-
ular Alternative), in alliance with the MPD (Popular Democratic 
Movement), is supported by more than 250,000 voters. The class 
enemy has identified us and fights us as its main detractors; it 
blames us for all the actions of the people and the revolutionaries; 
it accuses us of being extremists, terrorists, etc.  

All this means that the political influence of our activity is very 
important, but the reality also shows serious deficiencies and lim-
itations. The main one is that our organization is still small; it is not 
growing, it is not developing in correspondence with its ideologi-
cal and political influence, with the activity we are carrying out. 
This clearly expresses a serious ideological and political problem.  

In social practice, we communists promote action, the face-
to-face combat of the masses with their specific and strategic en-
emies. We are consistent standard-bearers of the organization 
and popular struggle and, therefore, the people support our pro-
posals, welcome and make our policies their own. In this activity 
we strive to educate the working class and people on the path of 
struggle, in the perspective of popular power and socialism. In re-
cent times, we have even worked persistently to highlight the 
leading role of the masses in their organization and struggle. But 
it is evident that we neglected, we left to a secondary level, our 
activity for the party organization, the work of recruiting the best 
popular fighters for the ranks of the Marxist-Leninist Party, the 
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work of training and developing new and numerous proletarian 
revolutionary cadres. These are manifestations of populism and 
caudillismo.  

Populism, within the Communist Party, in its work with the 
masses, is expressed in underestimating party building. The 
masses can be led by personalities, by caudillos. The work carried 
out in this way leads to recognition of the leader by the masses, 
to his applause and affection, trust, praise and exaltation. The 
communist who carries out public work, who is the object of this 
recognition, becomes conceited, individualistic, sometimes au-
thoritarian. For this reason, populism and caudillismo go hand in 
hand; they are petty-bourgeois ideological deviations that do us 
serious harm, and it is necessary to eradicate them from our minds 
and from revolutionary activity. 

 These manifestations, foreign to proletarian ideology and 
politics, can become a conception. They currently are at the level 
of a trend and must and can be fought and defeated. For this to 
happen, the main thing is the confirmation of the party and its mil-
itants in proletarian ideology, in the materialist conception of his-
tory, in the role of the masses and individuals, the role of the 
party; the ideological struggle to unmask these conceptions and 
practices; and the active participation in the revolutionary strug-
gle adhering to the principles of Marxism-Leninism.  

For a revolutionary mass line  

The relationship between the Party and the Masses is the key 
to the organization of the revolution. The forms, methodologies 
and action of the masses and the party itself, its immediate results 
and perspective are part of the revolutionary mass line. 

When we say that the Party has a rich tradition in its relation-
ship with the working class and the masses of the people, we are 
referring to historical experience, to the successes achieved. Alt-
hough they are few in number and limited, in their sum they have 
an important significance. We are also referring to the vicissi-
tudes, misunderstandings, the insufficient assimilation of Marx-
ism-Leninism, the ideological and political errors and deviations. 
We have briefly noted these and, despite their magnitude and sig-
nificance, they have not changed the class nature of the Party or 
separated it from the masses, which are the reason for its exist-
ence.  
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One thing is clear. The Marxist-Leninist Communist Party has 
always strived to direct its life and activity according to the princi-
ple of class struggle. Immersed in this work, the process of accu-
mulation of revolutionary forces has allowed us to achieve im-
portant positions that we must defend, consolidate and develop. 
This task can be achieved by strengthening one of its most im-
portant pillars, the relationship between the party and the 
masses. 

The Party-Masses relationship is expressed in the conception 
and practice of the revolutionary mass line.  

Masses, Party, Leaders 

 The first question is the Party's conception of the role of the 
masses in history; on the role of the individual. 

Marxism-Leninism teaches us, and life has confirmed it 
through centuries, that the productive process and, conse-
quently, the social and material progress, scientific research and 
experimentation, the changes, the social transformations are the 
work of the masses. It is people, as a social entity, who are respon-
sible for historical development.  

The history of humanity, since the appearance of private 
property and social classes, is the history of class struggle. The 
confrontation and struggle between the antagonistic classes in 
society determines social and material development, progress. 
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In the epoch of imperialism and proletarian revolutions, the 
class struggle necessarily leads to the dictatorship of the proletar-
iat. 

In capitalist society, of all the exploited classes, the proletariat 
is the most consistent and revolutionary class. It is the class that 
is at the center of the epoch, the one that by its role in production 
and in scientific research and experimentation, its role in society, 
its organization and social practice, its historical and political ex-
perience, represents the current interests of all the exploited and 
oppressed classes and social strata. It leads them to their final res-
olution, because its own liberation cannot be fully realized if all 
the exploited are not liberated, in short, if the whole of humanity 
is not liberated. 

The working social classes constitute the popular masses, the 
peoples who are subjugated by imperialism as a system. 

Social and national liberation must be the work of the masses 
of the people, of the oppressed peoples and nations. They are the 
protagonists, the actors. As Marx and Engels summed it up, the 
"liberation of the workers must be the task of the workers." 

In order to organize and fight for their liberation, the popular 
masses need guides, educators, organizers, leaders. The leaders 
of the classes are of a different nature according to the purposes 
that drive them. For the political struggle, the struggle for change, 
for power, these organizers are centered in the Marxist-Leninist 
Communist Party. 

The political party of the working class plays a decisive role in 
the revolutionary process. It is shown in a general way in the task 
of fusing scientific socialism with the workers' and people's move-
ment. This means elaborating a revolutionary policy and bringing 
it to the masses for its application.  

The popular masses, if they do not have a correct revolution-
ary policy, cannot achieve their strategic objectives despite their 
heroism and combativeness. They can struggle, suffer vicissi-
tudes, even achieve important gains and successes, but the final 
goal of their social and national liberation will not be achieved. For 
this to happen, they need the role of the Party.  

The Party is a political organization. The Marxist-Leninist Party 
is a unique system of organizations. It acts as a whole, with a sin-
gle line, under a single leadership, with great unity of thought and 
will. Each of the Party organizations is made up of people.  



INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF ML PARTIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

64 | UNITY & STRUGGLE 

The popular masses are the expression of millions of human 
beings who work, dream, think, have interests, organize and 
struggle.  

The role of the individual in history is a question that historical 
materialism takes into account and values in a notable way. Hu-
man beings as social entities act in a manner motivated by mate-
rial interests. The pursuit of these interests impels them to take 
positions regarding other human beings. In class society, people 
belonging to the same class identify their interests with each 
other; they unite, fight against the same enemies, and pursue sim-
ilar interests. People, considered individually, express the inter-
ests of their group in their conception and activities.  

People, in the place they occupy in production as well as the 
relationships among themselves, among social classes, among 
people, have individual qualities that stand out. Personal charac-
teristics and skills make them socially useful entities. In this way, 
technical and scientific cadres, political cadres, organizers and 
leaders appear in social practice.  

The social revolution of the proletariat has a great collective 
leader, an organizer, educator, agitator, a political and military 
leader. That is the Communist Party. The revolutionary party of 
the proletariat is a container and a content. It is made up of men 
and women who have taken up its concepts and fight to put them 
into practice. Each Party organ represents, summarizes in its 
sphere, all the qualities and takes up all the responsibilities of the 
Party. 

Each militant in his life, thought and actions is the Party, he is 
the expression of a philosophical, political, economic and cultural 
conception, he is the praxis of a revolutionary position.  

We communists value people, the individual to a high degree. 
As part of society, they make their contribution to historical devel-
opment. The individual who is conscious of his role, imbued with 
the ideology of the working class, in control of its politics, com-
mitted to Marxism-Leninism represents the militant, communist, 
self-sacrificing fighter for the cause of the revolution and social-
ism. As a communist, as a proletarian revolutionary, the individual 
is an indispensable part of the revolutionary process, he is an or-
ganizer, a leader. 

The Communist Party works to forge numerous cadres, out-
standing leaders of the popular masses, courageous tribunes of 
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the people, of vigorous leaders, men and women who will play an 
outstanding role in the social struggle, who will rally around them 
other fighters, through their attitude and practice, who will win 
the respect and affection of the masses. 

In short, we work to develop new and numerous revolution-
ary leaders. 

Masses, party, leaders form a single unity, a single will, a rev-
olutionary social practice.  

Bring the policy of the Party to the broad masses 

A second question relates to how the Party can reach the 
masses with its politics. If we bear in mind that the revolution is a 
historical necessity, that the desire for change, the revolutionary 
tendency to socialism are latent in the working class and the pop-
ular masses, if we consider that the Party has drawn up a revolu-
tionary political line, guided by Marxism-Leninism, which corre-
sponds to the material conditions of Ecuadorian society today, 
and establishes the general orientations for the organization of 
the revolution, the most important thing will be how the Party can 
apply these guidelines, these strategic orientations in the current 
social and political reality, in a reality that is complex and changing 
rapidly. That is, how to carry out politics every day, politics that 
serves the problems of the situation, but has its sights set on stra-
tegic objectives, on the seizure of power.  

In this process the Party has important experiences; it is able 
to recreate its political line; it must do so with greater skill and op-
portunity.  

The Party's central purpose is to organize the revolution and, 
to do so, it must speak for the working class, but also for all the 
people. It must address public opinion, using all resources. It must 
be the expression of each and every one of the leaders of the 
masses, trade unions and political organizations, of the natural ca-
dres of the masses, the leader of the rank-and-file union and the 
national trade union center, the leader in his field and the national 
leader of the Federation, the spokespersons of the party, of the 
Youth, etc. They must all talk about the same issues, and, in the 
same sense, they must all do so with their particularities, with 
their style, taking into account to whom they are talking. This is a 
general political orientation, which reaches the people simultane-
ously from various angles, in various languages and using all the 
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media, their own and the media of collective communication, the 
radio, press and television. In this way we will provide an alterna-
tive to the difficulties posed by the high costs of political propa-
ganda.  

We will be in various places and times and in large numbers, 
we will reach appreciable sectors of the masses. 

Our point of view is not only an opinion; it is, above all, an ori-
entation, a political approach that must be converted into action, 
into struggle, by the working masses. Therefore, to speak our 
voice to the whole of society, to stir it up with our proposals is 
only one part of revolutionary activity. We must advance and con-
centrate our efforts on the social sectors with which we work, on 
the rank-and-file of the mass organizations where we have lead-
ership responsibilities. We must bring the party's policy to the 
masses through their problems and aspirations.  

The popular struggle strengthens  
the mass revolutionary movement 

Organizing the revolution is a daily task and is expressed in 
propaganda, in political education, in the struggle of the masses 
led by the communists. The specific proposal that we elaborate 
and has a political or economic character is directly related to the 
problems, the aspirations of the masses and the authoritarian and 
repressive attitude of the class enemy. When it expresses itself in 
struggle and confronts the concrete enemies of the masses, it be-
comes a school of political education, a rehearsal of what will be 
the confrontational struggle for power, it contributes to the forg-
ing of the revolutionary movement of the masses.  

When, in this concrete struggle, we communists educate the 
masses by pointing out the class nature of their enemies, the need 
for the unity of the exploited to oppose the exploiters; that the 
definitive solution of the problems and needs will be met with the 
seizure of popular power; when we propagate the Party, when we 
win the masses to its general policy, when we take advantage of 
the combat to bring the outstanding popular fighters into the 
ranks of the Party, when we organize self-defense, we are making 
that particular struggle into a revolutionary battle, a step forward 
in the process of accumulating revolutionary forces, we are, in 
fact, organizing the revolution. If we do this in each particular 
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combat, if we project it into the general struggles, if we show our-
selves on a national scale, our advance will be more sustained.  

Uphold the Party's policy, organization and cadres 

For some time, we have been insisting on the orientation of 
showing our face, of taking charge of the struggle, even of the 
excesses of the masses. This has to do with the decision to over-
come manifestations of the social-democratic tendency, which 
strives to lock us into the struggle for economic demands, which 
takes care of the material results of concrete action to the detri-
ment of the general political struggle, which tries to hide the pres-
ence of the communists allegedly in order not to frighten the 
masses, not to alert the enemy.  

This also responds to the political need to accumulate forces, 
to win over the affection, respect and confidence of the masses 
for the forces of the revolution, to overcome a stage of national 
political life. In this stage we revolutionaries, communists fought 
and died, while it was social democracy, the bourgeois opposition 
of the day, that took up the discontent and dissatisfaction of the 
people. 

 When we in the leadership insist on showing our face, we 
take into account the need and task of promoting the policy of the 
party, the social and political organizations that are part of the 
forces of the revolution, and the comrades who fulfill the role of 
public leaders of the masses.  

The relationship between the party and the masses is ex-
pressed in essence in the connection of each communist with a 
sector of the masses. The work of the militants, their persever-
ance and selflessness, their ability and initiatives, their consistency 
with the interests of the people make them political reference 
points, organizers and leaders of the masses, models for the rest 
of the popular fighters, the expression of what the new person 
will be, the person of the revolution and socialism. 

The organization and struggle of the masses demand specific 
policies, they also demand the activity of concrete actors. 

We communists must be able to identify with the interests of 
the masses, with their most advanced sectors. 

We must work with perseverance to bring them the Party's 
policy.  
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Discussion and consultation with the rank and file highlight  
the leading role of the masses 

The experience of recent years promotes discussion among 
the masses, about their problems and aspirations, about their 
views on the concrete situation, about the national questions, 
their views on how to confront and resolve them, etc. The work 
of the communists to get the masses to resolve, in open debate, 
what to do, how to do it and to take up the decision to work to-
gether for their resolutions means, in fact, that the masses are 
conscious protagonists of their action, of the struggle to resolve 
their problems, of the revolutionary political activity that they are 
developing.  

On the other hand, the practice of communists who have 
leadership responsibilities in the mass organizations, of consult-
ing the rank and file on all decisions, of maintaining a close rela-
tionship between the leadership and the rank and file, of asking 
for their opinion and suggestions and listening to their concerns 
and demands, is forging a new type of trade union and mass or-
ganization. It is marking a line of differentiation between the work 
of the communists and the trade union leadership; it clearly estab-
lishes the opposing positions between the communists and the 
union bureaucrats and other opportunists and revisionists.  

Rendering accounts affirms our work with the masses 

Rendering accounts is another orientation for revolutionary 
mass work. It is a matter of the Party as such, the forces of the 
revolution themselves as organizational and political entities, the 
mass organizations for which we Marxist-Leninists have responsi-
bilities. They must give detailed information on their political ad-
ministration, their daily activities, their responsibilities, the han-
dling of material questions; they must do so periodically, make it 
a regular practice, part of their style of work.  

It is also a matter of this practice being carried out by the com-
munists and revolutionaries, by the leftists and democrats who 
work with us in a personal way. The cadres must go to the rank 
and file to render account of their responsibilities, to receive the 
mandate of their voters, to renew the ideological, political and or-
ganizational relationship of the party with the masses. Rendering 
accounts is a revolutionary obligation that is mainly directed to 
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the mass sector where we work, which is carried out directly with 
physical contact in the places where the masses carry out their ac-
tivities, but it is also a rendering of accounts that is fulfilled in re-
lation to all revolutionary classes and social strata, to public opin-
ion.  

This practice ensures a close link with the masses, contributes 
to educating them politically, to highlighting their protagonism in 
actions.  

The social sectors with which we have worked with these ori-
entations are educating themselves politically, taking up their role 
in the process of the revolutionary transformation of society. The 
Party is developing a revolutionary style of work, in which the 
opinion and work of the masses, and also the activity of revolu-
tionaries, the communists, counts.  

These practices have to do with the need to overcome and 
combat bureaucratism and sectarianism. By persisting in them, it 
will be possible to ideologically and politically combat these vices 
of petty-bourgeois ideology that do great damage to revolution-
ary activity.  

The elaboration of the banners of struggle, their propaganda 
among the masses directly interested in the struggle, the tena-
cious work to strengthen the union or mass organization, the con-
duct of the economic and political actions, of the struggle of the 
masses, are part of the social movement.  

The political education of the masses:  
a fundamental task of communists 

In reality, these activities develop intermittently among the 
working class and peasantry, among the inhabitants of the popu-
lar neighborhoods, among the teachers and youth, and they are 
important, but they are not enough to give it the characteristics 
of a revolutionary movement of the masses.  

For this to happen, for the struggle of the popular masses to 
be part of the revolutionary process, it is necessary for the masses 
to clarify their understanding of the class character of their ene-
mies, to understand the need to fight for power, to recognize 
their present strength, their potentiality, to identify their true 
friends and accept the leadership of the party and its forces.  

This situation is not achieved by decree; it is the consequence 
of a persevering activity of revolutionary propaganda, of political 
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education and of the action of the masses itself, which becomes 
the best school.  

The masses learn in periods of struggle, in the midst of the 
hurricane of class struggle, what they have not been able to see 
in dozens of years, what the communists told them in months and 
months of activity. That learning that comes from experience, the 
life experience of the masses, that needs to be processed, ration-
alized, abstracted, assimilated as a lesson, converted into part of 
the popular heritage.  

The theory of knowledge teaches us that sensory perception 
is the initial stage of the process; a second stage is rational under-
standing, the processing of information, its transformation into 
concepts, ideas; and a third stage is verification in social practice 
and then a new work of rationalization and practice. Thus it is a 
process that unfolds in a spiral, in the accumulation of knowledge.  

In this activity of understanding and assimilation of their own 
experience by the masses, the communists must play a leading 
role. Because of the philosophical conception we hold, because of 
the global understanding we have of things, because we have the 
guidance of Marxism-Leninism, we are in a position to help the 
masses in the assimilation of their political consciousness, in the 
knowledge and management of their responsibilities and tasks.  

The social, economic and political struggle does not take 
place every day. Strikes and mobilizations of the masses cannot 
be organized in a voluntarist way; they are always part of a pro-
cess, in a concrete context. This means that there are periods, 
sometimes more or less long, in which the masses do not develop 
face-to-face struggles for their rights. 

In those times we communists must not remain inactive; we 
must understand that every day, in every time and place, a sharp 
ideological confrontation develops between the bourgeoisie and 
the proletariat, between the oligarchies and the people. The rul-
ing classes struggle to impose their ideas, their system of thought, 
their conception of the world, their way of life and, if the popular 
masses are defenseless, left to their fate, they will be deceived. 
The bourgeoisie will ideologically legitimize its economic and po-
litical domination.  

This situation and, above all, our obligation to organize the 
revolution at all times and situations, imposes on us the task of 
educating the masses politically, doing so permanently and using 
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all our resources. We must permanently carry out the practices of 
debate, of consultation, working to highlight the leading role of 
the masses, to gain experience in their application and develop 
initiatives for their development. We must also generalize the 
conversation between the Party and the masses, through talks, 
round tables, panel discussions. We must insist on organizing 
study circles of the newspaper En Marcha, on developing specific 
propaganda of the party cell or committee, aimed at its social sec-
tor. Billboards, wall newspapers, etc. must be established.  

We have referred to the methodology, the communist style 
of educating the masses. We must now refer to the contents of 
this education.  

Through the most varied means, we must discuss the political 
problems of the day with the masses, problems that have to do 
with the activity of the ruling classes, of the bourgeoisie in gov-
ernment and that which is playing the role of opposition. We must 
use all the facts that expose the reactionary, anti-popular and anti-
national character of the oligarchies, their moral decomposition 
and the corruption in which they are mired.  

We must talk to the masses about the actions, mobilizations 
and struggles that other social sectors are developing, about the 
popular victories and also the defeats. We must refer to the inter-
national situation, to the great problems that show the general 
crisis of the system, to the struggle of the international proletariat 
and the peoples, to the actions of the revolutionaries and com-
munists in other areas.  

Working persistently in this way, we will promote the politici-
zation of the masses, we will get them to take up revolutionary 
political positions, to recognize the role of our comrades, to ac-
cept the proposals of the party, to make them their own and fight 
for them. 

The work of politicizing the masses must be carried out per-
manently, but we must take care to link politics, its discussion, its 
understanding and practice with the strategic purposes of the 
Party, with change, with the revolution, with the use of revolu-
tionary violence, with people's power, with socialism. We must 
work to make the masses understand their role in the revolution-
ary process, to consciously join it, to accept and recognize the 
leadership of the Party. That is to say, in order to have a revolu-
tionary nature and objectives, the politicization of the masses 
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must be complemented by the ideological offensive of the Party's 
strategic proposals.  

The leadership of the revolutionaries must confront  
populism and caudillismo in the organization and  

struggle of the masses 

For a long time, for the most part the Ecuadorian popular 
masses have been trapped by populism and caudillismo. 

From Velasco Ibarra to the present day, various bourgeois 
caudillos, one after another, brandishing offers of salvation, have 
managed to deceive the people, to include them as voters. This 
phenomenon is seen, above all, among the urban petty bourgeoi-
sie and the semi-proletariat, but it also shows itself in the country-
side and even among the working class. Electoral initiatives have 
been organized around some local and national personalities, 
sometimes from the petty bourgeoisie, from family clans or polit-
ical parties. No caudillo or bourgeois populist has proposed, let 
alone succeeded in, mobilizing the masses around a political pro-
posal or model; all of them have proposed only an electoral pat-
ronage, and they have largely succeeded. It is enough to remem-
ber the great electoral results and the skepticism and regret of the 
masses a few months later.  

On the one hand, these facts show the desire for change of 
the popular masses, since they come together around the pro-
posal and personality who most clearly and directly offers them a 
solution to their specific problems, to their situation of poverty. 
On the other hand, they show the political backwardness of the 
masses, who cannot distinguish in the caudillo, in the Messiah, 
one of their enemies, one of the representatives of the oligar-
chies.  

In politics, there exists the phenomenon of caudillismo and 
populism in the country. The party's political work with the 
masses takes this reality into account and aims to win the leader-
ship of the masses. Our experience shows that the Party and its 
forces are building a political alternative that includes the workers 
of the city and the countryside, the teachers, the poor of the cities 
and the youth in considerable numbers.  

This is expressed in the unions, political associations and or-
ganizations, in the struggle of the organized popular sectors, in 
the street actions, in the face-to-face combat by the youth. It is 



ECUADOR – THE WORK OF THE PARTY AMONG THE MASSES 

MAY 2025 | 73 

seen in the results obtained in our electoral participation, in the 
positions won in local governments, in the municipality and the 
provincial councils, in the bourgeois parliament. 

Life shows with facts that it is a matter of the leadership of a 
political proposal, of an organization. The great leader is the Party; 
it is a collective leader.  

Experience also clearly shows us the role of the comrades in 
different areas, in the unions, associations, neighborhoods, com-
munes, schools, also in the provincial and national leadership, in 
the participation in the elections. In our ranks there are comrades 
and friends who stand out as organizers, as leaders of the masses, 
who earn the affection, trust, respect of the masses, who are 
forged as popular leaders. They form part of our revolutionary 
heritage we must work to encourage their abilities; to strengthen 
their work and develop their authority, so that they are projected 
into the general, national spheres. The leadership of revolutionary 
politics, of the Marxist-Leninist party, is the leadership of its mem-
bers, of its militants.  

The masses follow those who struggle and they fight under 
their leadership. Leadership is forged through fidelity to revolu-
tionary principles, through consistency with the interests of the 
people and the nation, with the courage and valor to undertake 
and develop the struggle, with the ability and initiative, with the 
resolve to set the course. The leader must sum up the courage of 
the people, the selflessness of the combatants; the combatants 
must sum up the knowledge and skills of the revolutionaries. The 
masses do not expect either offers of salvation or the demagogic 
approach from the leader. They want, they demand a leader of 
their organization and struggle. The obligation of communists is 
for all of us to become revolutionary popular leaders in our re-
spective trenches.  

There are big differences between the bourgeois populist 
caudillo and the revolutionary leader. First, the revolutionary 
leader points out the opposing class interests, in which the objec-
tives of the bourgeois caudillos are to maintain the system, while 
that of the revolutionaries is to seize popular power. Second, the 
bourgeois caudillos are set in their forms and methods, they ma-
nipulate the masses for their personal and group purposes, they 
take care that the masses do not take up their role; while the 
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revolutionary leader educates, organizes and leads the struggle of 
the masses for their social and national liberation.  

The strategy and tactics of the revolution are seen in the or-
ganization and struggle of the masses of the people. 

The relationship between the party and the masses allows us 
to join the social movement, to organize the struggle for eco-
nomic and political demands, to take up local and national leader-
ship, as militants and as an organization. In reality, it makes possi-
ble the concretization of revolutionary politics as an action of the 
masses, as a material force; it is matter of specific policies, of tac-
tical proposals. In order for the actions of the popular masses to 
become part of the revolutionary process, for them to aim at the 
objectives of power, it is necessary to keep in mind the strategic 
orientations.  

The political line points to the building of the revolutionary 
movement of the masses as one of the general orientations, as 
one of the main lines of the revolution. Taking into account the 
statements, working with the orientations drawn up by the Party, 
we will add factors, accumulate forces, build in deeds the revolu-
tionary movement of the workers and the people. This is part of 
the strategy and tactics of the Ecuadorian revolution.  

Finally, the relationship between the party and the masses, 
the revolutionary mass line has the purpose of closely linking the 
Party with the working class, the peasantry and other revolution-
ary classes and social strata; it has the objective of achieving an 
ideological, political and organizational relationship of the Party 
with the masses. 

Ecuador, April 2025 

 



MAY 2025 | 75 

France Communist Party of the  
Workers of France – PCOF 

No to Militarization, No to National Unity  
with the Warmongers! 

On March 5 Macron made an "address to the French people" 
as President of the Republic and chief of the armed forces. He in-
troduced his speech in a dramatically staged manner by saying: 
"The war in Ukraine... is continuing with the same intensity. The 
United States of America, our ally, has changed its position on this 
war, is less supportive of Ukraine and is casting doubt on what will 
happen next. At the same time, [they] intend to impose tariffs on 
products from Europe.... Our prosperity and security have be-
come more uncertain. It must be said that we are entering a new 
era. 

His entire speech was built around the "Russian threat". Sup-
ported by graphs, he detailed the development of Russian military 
forces, which he described as making Russia "a threat to France 
and to Europe". In the face of US military disengagement in Eu-
rope, which he presented as a virtual certainty, he insisted above 
all on the need to move to a higher level in setting up a "European 
defense", in which French imperialism would be called upon to 
play a leading role. Echoing this, at the EU summit on March 6, 
attended by Zelensky, the President of the European Commission, 
U. van der Leyen, announced an 800 billion euro "rearmament 
plan". This opens up a whole new world of opportunities for the 
arms merchants, manufacturers of aircraft, missiles, shells, drones 
and even "small ammunition", etc., who are now talking of noth-
ing more than increasing rates of production, building new vessels 
and hiring workers to keep the production lines running 24 hours 
a day... The competition between the armament monopolies of 
different countries, particularly the imperialist powers, will be 
more exacerbated as a result, despite all the talk about the need 
to develop a "common European industrial base". 

Regarding the national effort involved in entering the "era of 
war", Macron said that new investments would be needed "with-
out raising taxes", but that "to achieve this, we will need reforms, 
choices and courage". Everyone understands that this means 
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making the workers and the masses pay for preparing for war. In 
other words, in addition to "making us pay for the state debt", 
which is reflected in the mega-austerity budget passed by parlia-
ment with the backing of MPs from the right, the far right, the 
Macronists and the Socialist Party, the aim is to make us pay to 
finance the arms merchants and all the "war profiteers". 

Macron called on "all the country's political, economic and 
trade union forces" to rally behind the Prime Minister and his gov-
ernment, and he ended his "address to the French people" by sol-
emnly stating: "the country needs you, your commitment". In 
fact, he is calling on the people to rally behind him – and not be-
hind the Prime Minister. 

But beyond asserting his authority, which has been under-
mined by a succession of political failures that have increased his 
unpopularity1, this is a dangerous reactionary ideological and po-
litical offensive, against a backdrop of economic choices on a mas-
sive scale, which is set to continue.  

The monopolies want to profit from militarization 

Macron's stated ambitions and pretensions are those of the 
French monopolies and oligarchy, faced with the offensive of US 
imperialism launched by Trump, the monopolies that support him 
and the executive he is putting in place.  

We often say that the French oligarchy has great ambitions, 
but it does not have the means to achieve them. It wants to be 
one of the dominant imperialist powers, claiming the status of an 
imperialist power with a military presence in Europe, Africa, the 

 
1 In particular, his personal failure and that of his party, member 

of Renew in the European elections of June 2024, was followed by 
his decision to dissolve the National Assembly. This, without the 
massive electoral mobilization "to block M Le Pen", in which our 
party has participated, would have enabled the far-right party, the 
Rassemblement National, to gain a majority in parliament. What fol-
lowed was a chaotic political period in which successive govern-
ments, without a parliamentary majority, pursued right-wing, anti-
worker and anti-popular policies that echoed the reactionary 
themes of the far right, particularly in the area of immigration. 
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Indo-Pacific, the Middle East, etc.2 But in recent years, the French 
military presence in Africa has been increasingly challenged by the 
people (Mali, Niger, Burkina Faso, Chad, Senegal, Côte d'Ivoire) 
and by the different governments.  

The failure in 2022 of the Barkhane military operation in the 
Sahel (2013-2022), which mobilized up to 5,100 French troops with 
large quantities of equipment, and of its European extension, 
Takuba, which never took shape, reflects a major weakening of 
French imperialism. It is a weakening in the face of the peoples of 
Africa and in the face of its imperialist rivals, in particular Russian 
imperialism (which has been deployed militarily through the Af-
rika Corps and the Wagner paramilitary groups), US imperialism, 
which has strengthened its military presence on the African conti-
nent, and other rivals, such as Turkey and China, which now also 
has a military base near Djibouti. 

The objective weakening of French imperialism in its military 
presence in Africa does not mean that the imperialist relations of 
domination and looting that it exercises over the neo-colonies 
have disappeared. But there are major economic consequences, 
particularly in the exploitation of the world's largest uranium 
mine, Imouraren, in Niger, which is breaking away from the French 
monopoly Orano. There are also market losses for the arms man-
ufacturers, for oil monopolies such as TotalEnergies, which has 
withdrawn from Mali and Burkina Faso, for French banks, etc. 
which consider these markets insufficiently profitable and fear 
the political uncertainties. There are also threats to the continued 
existence of the system of financial domination linked to the "CFA 
franc".3 

 
2 French imperialism has bases in practically all its colonies: in 

the Indo-Pacific, through Kanaky New Caledonia; in the Indian 
Ocean, through Reunion and Mayotte; in Polynesia (Tahiti); in the 
West Indies (Martinique, Guadeloupe) and French Guiana. It has suf-
fered major setbacks in its neo-colonies, but it retains a major base 
in Djibouti and a presence in Gabon and Côte d'Ivoire. It also has a 
permanent military presence in the United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

3 The France of the African Financial Community (F CFA) is the 
common currency of 14 African states. It has a fixed parity with the 
euro, "guaranteed by the French Treasury”. It is a mechanism that 
stems from colonization. 
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In short, there is a loss of military, economic, diplomatic, po-
litical and other influence, which the French oligarchy wants to 
counter by developing the sectors in which it has 'assets', particu-
larly in the arms sector, and by playing the European card. 

Links and rivalries between French monopolies  
and US imperialism 

Macron obviously deplores the behavior of the US leaders, 
who want to tax imports of European products, but he is not the 
most "virulent" European leader. Above all, he is trying to avoid 
antagonizing Trump and to spare certain particularly important 
French exports, such as wines, liquor and luxury goods. But above 
all, he wants to take advantage of the trade crisis between the 
USA and the EU in order to strengthen the influence of French 
monopolies within the EU, primarily those of the military-indus-
trial complex. 

French imperialism is not as dependent on US markets as are 
others, particularly German imperialism. Trade between France 
and the USA has steadily declined. France exports business jets 
(Falcon), yachts, pharmaceutical products and beverages, and im-
ports hydrocarbons (especially LNG), products used in aircraft 
manufacture and pharmaceutical products. The USA is only 
France's 4th customer, behind Germany, Italy and Belgium, and 
France is only the USA's 5th supplier.  

The French oligarchy invests in the USA because "it pays 
more" than in France, since, as a French boss recently put it, there 
are "more favorable" conditions for exploiting labor power in 
companies in the USA. The managers of French monopolies be-
have like their US counterparts: Thales, Airbus, etc. the "flagships" 
of French industry, are actively involved in "mergers and acquisi-
tions", particularly in the USA, a trend that Trump himself has 
been praising ever since he took office. 

But not all monopolies can establish themselves in the USA. 

No to militarization, the war economy, etc. 

We must state loudly and clearly: No, we are not at war! This 
is an important prerequisite for resisting the current high dose of 
propaganda, which wants us to accept the inevitability of war be-
tween France and the EU with Russia, and to push the idea that 
we must now accept the "efforts and sacrifices" and play an active 
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part in financing militarization by investing part of the people's 
savings in dedicated funds. 

But it is also true that the plan to militarize society – econom-
ically, politically and ideologically – is an important step towards 
preparing for a war of imperialist confrontation. That is why we 
need to denounce and fight it now, and say "no to militarization". 

French imperialism has a long history of conflicts and wars, in-
cluding colonial wars. It has taken part in most of the wars waged 
by US imperialism, in variable conditions, including in Europe, with 
the war in Yugoslavia. The military-industrial lobby is powerful and 
produces the whole range of conventional and nuclear land, na-
val, air and space armaments, etc. and its professional armies have 
never stopped taking part in joint operations.  

As the top military brass are pleased to say, “France is a cred-
ible and recognized military power", but its number of equipment 
and personnel is lacking. 

The change brought about by the inter-imperialist war in 
Ukraine shows that a so-called "high-intensity" war is possible in 
Europe itself. 

Since the start of this war, Macron has stated that he wants 
to make the economy a "war economy", meaning an economy in 
which the production of weapons of all kinds must be massively 
developed by the companies of the military-industrial complex, 
which must increase their production. At the same time, an over-
haul of recruitment methods in the various armies is being 
launched, targeting the younger generation4, but also categories 
of workers with specializations of interest to the army. 

Today, its ambitions are quantitatively and qualitatively 
higher: the army budget must pass the 100 billion a year mark in 
the next few years (it is 58.5 billion at present). Recruitment tar-
gets have been revised upwards and the "reserves", i.e. the peo-
ple who take part in military training alongside professional sol-
diers every year, are to be doubled to 100,000 by 2035. 

 
4 A first step in this direction was taken in 2020 with the intro-

duction of the Universal National Service (SNU), open to 17-year-old 
youths, boys and girls, who volunteer for an initial two-week train-
ing course, with civilian and military framework. The next step is to 
make short but fully militarized training compulsory for an entire 
age group, i.e. 700,000 to 800,000 young people. 
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Macron wants to go even further, making himself the spokes-
person for "European defense", for which he says he is prepared 
to include France's nuclear deterrent, while claiming exclusive 
control of the decision to use it. It is a way of claiming the role of 
leader of this "European defense" that flouts the sovereignty of 
all the peoples of Europe. 

To combat that dangerous trend, we are working to develop 
a broad movement, against the militarization of society, of con-
sciousness and of the economy, and against national unity around 
this militarization. This opposition translates into concrete slo-
gans: Money for health care, education and social services, not for 
war! No to the recruitment of young people. No to the diversion 
of popular savings into militarization. This is a long-term mobiliza-
tion that must seek to build bridges with the working class, the 
masses, the young people and organizations in other European 
countries. This is what the Marxist-Leninist parties and organiza-
tions of Europe, members of the ICMLPO, are working towards. 

April 2025 

No to Militarization, to National Union with the Warmongers! 
Communist Party of the Workers of France PCOF.NET 
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India Revolutionary Democracy 

Emergent Fascism and People’s Resistance  
in India 

Ever since the adoption of neo-liberal policies by the Indian 
state in the early 1990s, there has been simultaneously a spurt in 
the rate of growth of the GDP, sustained attack on the traditional 
livelihoods of farmers, tribal people and artisans forcing them to 
alienate their traditional resources to corporate capital and take 
to ‘self-employment’ or low paid casual labour in the burgeoning 
‘informal service’ sector, an unprecedented increase in the gap 
between the super-rich and the super-poor and an increasing at-
tempt at polarising the people on communal, religious and caste 
lines, reinforcing the powers of the upper castes. Understandably 
these changes cannot be ushered in ‘peacefully’ in normal course 
of development and require an extraordinary use of force, both 
ideological and physical. This has taken the form of arming the 
state with immense coercive powers aided by electronic surveil-
lance and use of Artificial Intelligence, and promoting an alarm-
ingly strident orthodox Hindu chauvinism targeting minority com-
munities, especially Muslims but also Hindus not subscribing to 
this variety of upper caste orthodoxy. The coercive power of the 
state has not only been used against left-wing activists and trade 
unionists, but also against bourgeois opposition parties, so as to 
establish a single-party hegemony. The communal polarisation is 
being promoted by violent front organisations and vigilante 
groups drawn from unemployed lumpen middle classes, aided 
and abetted by state agencies. There has been a systematic attack 
on all liberal and pluralist democratic institutions and institutions 
promoting scientific and critical research, NGOs, trade unions, 
popular organisations and critical media.  

It is not merely the minorities that are at the receiving end of 
the present dispensation. The last decade has seen a significant 
consolidation of upper caste forces which have forged a front 
with the middle landowning castes to dilute and eliminate the spe-
cial provisions in the Indian constitution for the protection and 
promotion of the historically oppressed and marginalised Dalit 
(hitherto treated as ‘untouchable castes’) and tribal communities. 
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In the same vein the hard-won rights of the working class en-
shrined in the labour laws have been made inoperable by simply 
dismantling the old kind of industrial production and replacing it 
with ‘outsourced’ labour processes and employing ‘contractual or 
informal labour’. Today, almost over 95% of the working class is 
not under the cover of these laws. As a result no protection or so-
cial security is available to the labouring people. An example is the 
gradual elimination of 8-hour working day as a norm and replacing 
it with a 12-hour norm. Indeed all the old labour laws have been 
replaced with four labour codes, which were hurriedly passed in 
the parliament without any meaningful discussion, and even with-
out any process of consultation with the established trade unions 
of the country.  

Similar undermining of hard-won protections by the small and 
middle farmers – protection from arbitrary land acquisition by the 
state on behalf of corporate houses, protection for prices of key 
agricultural products against speculative control over agrarian 
market by agribusiness conglomerates. It took prolonged strug-
gles by the farmers to roll back these measures. Even so, the state 
has been systematically assisting the corporate houses to gain 
control over agriculture through new forms of ‘putting out sys-
tem’ going by the name of ‘contract farming’. 

These processes initiated by the Indian National Congress in 
the 1990s, are now being spearheaded by the Bharatiya Janta 
Party (BJP) backed by its parent organisation the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), which is today also promoting the 
personality cult of the Prime Minister, Narendra Modi and his 
right-hand man, Amit Shah. This regime has been propped up and 
supported to the hilt by the leading corporate houses of the coun-
try which have benefitted the most from it while many other cor-
porate houses feel helpless and have been forced into submission.  

Fascism in the Marxist-Leninist tradition has been defined as 
the ‘open terroristic dictatorship of the most reactionary section, 
most chauvinistic and most imperialist elements of finance capi-
tal’. While India is still short of this extreme situation, we can see 
some of the key elements of the establishment of such a regime. 
The strengthening of the coercive powers of the state, building 
aggressive mass organisations targeting activists and minorities, 
pushing a reactionary racist (casteist-communal-nationalist) ideol-
ogy, dismantling liberal democratic and scientific institutions, 
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promoting a mass media to build mass hysteria and acceptance of 
the reactionary ideology and blatant lies, promoting a single-party 
rule focussed on a charismatic saviour leader…. These were the 
ingredients which helped German monopoly capital to build the 
most dreaded form of fascism designed to radically alter industrial 
and agrarian relations. That is why we term this regime an ‘emer-
gent fascist’ state. Of course it is being suitably modified to suit 
the needs of a globalised neo-liberal regime in which autarkic na-
tional economies is not possible. The communal nationalist ideol-
ogy seeks to camouflage an abject surrender to international cap-
ital and the ‘opening’ of Indian markets and investment opportu-
nities to transnational capital. In our own times this also takes the 
form of aggressive destruction of forest cover, promotion of ‘in-
frastructure’ building designed to undermine ecological balance, 
reckless mining of natural resources leading to immediate natural 
disasters and long-term environmental degradation.  

This building of a fascist state has been resisted by the mass 
of the people in multiple ways. We have mentioned the historic 
struggle of the farmers against the changes to land acquisition 
laws and laws pertaining to marketing of agricultural produce. 
These very farmers have continued to express their resistance by 
voting for the opposition in the recent elections to the union par-
liament and the provincial legislatures. This has given a major 
boost to the opposition parties which have faced the prospects of 
being rendered irrelevant in Indian politics. Prior to the massive 
farmer movement, there was the movement of Muslim women 
against the amendment to citizenship laws (Citizenship 
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Amendment Act or CAA) designed to target Muslims and other 
minorities. Another major resistance force which made significant 
difference to the voting pattern in elections has been the Dalit 
communities, who stand to lose their hard-won positive discrimi-
nation (laws relating to reservations in education and public em-
ployment and representation in assemblies and also laws against 
casteist practices). 

On the other hand the working class whose ranks have been 
swelling due to influx of dispossessed farmers, tribal people and 
artisans, and who have faced the brunt of neo liberal restructuring 
of urban production, has been on a back foot. Traditional trade 
unions have become ineffective as the old industrial regime to 
which they catered has been more or less dismantled. With the 
working class being employed under debilitating conditions, or 
left to work in the unorganised and ‘self-employed’ sectors, build-
ing unity and organisations representing their interests have be-
come very difficult. This is not to imply that the working class is 
not resisting. The resistance is diffused and incipient, occasionally 
bursting out into spurts of public action. The movement of Maruti 
Suzuki workers over the last few years, the current struggle of 
workers of Tamil Nadu Samsung plant, the outburst of women 
textile workers in Bengaluru some months ago are examples of 
such actions. Recent labour surveys indicate a declining female la-
bour participation. This actually is a camouflage as more and more 
women have been drawn into capitalist circulation and produc-
tion cycles without being designated as workers. However, wher-
ever women have joined the workforce they have been at a disad-
vantage and forced to accept roles ostensibly in the category of 
‘service’ and are expected to make sacrifices to provide services 
to the community (teaching, nursing, child-care…). However, a 
large number of women employed in this manner have been or-
ganising themselves and demanding regular working conditions 
and appropriate wages. Special mention may be made of the 
movements of Anganwadi workers (early child-care centres) and 
para teachers. However, these movements of urban workers have 
not been able to consolidate themselves into organisations and 
force legal and real changes in working conditions and wages. 

Part of the reason for this weakness of the working class is 
the structural weakness of the neo-liberal ‘growth’, the inability 
of this growth to provide stable employment and the resultant 
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oscillation between state of being employed and unemployed for 
the workers. It is evident that the neo liberal growth powered by 
the Information Technology sector is a jobless growth in which a 
few employed on precarious basis are paid very high salaries for 
the duration of employment. The rest of the labouring poor eke 
out an existence based on the circulation of these salaries provid-
ing services of diverse kind, including the burgeoning ‘gig econ-
omy’. The dream of ‘manufacture in India’ couldn’t be realised and 
world capital refused to invest in the manufacturing sector in In-
dia. As a consequence the state has been forced to invest in mas-
sive infrastructure projects like road building, railway building, 
and other forms of construction industry including the massive re-
designing of the national capital. This has kept the economy go-
ing, generating much casual employment. But it has not suc-
ceeded yet in attracting capital investment in stable manufactur-
ing projects. This has resulted in massive movement of labouring 
population across the country (migrant labour is one of the most 
pliant forms of labour used extensively in the construction sec-
tor). Yet the work offered is extremely precarious and the wages 
pitifully low and the opportunities for organised resistance even 
less. 

Given this challenge of emergent fascism, it is imperative for 
all democratic and socialist forces to join hands to defeat the de-
signs of the RSS, BJP and the present government, and at the 
same time strengthen the autonomy of the movements of the la-
bouring people, of workers, peasants, Dalits, adivasis, students, 
youth and women. It is important to carry out a sustained cam-
paign against the ideology of upper caste Brahmanic Hindu su-
premacism and its concrete manifestations like pogroms against 
minorities, workers and peasants. 

March 2025 
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Italy 
Communist Platform – for the 

Communist Party of the 
Proletariat of Italy 

The Importance of Partial Demands in the 
Revolutionary Action of the Communists 

What are “partial demands”? They are all those demands dic-
tated by the concrete situation, expressing specific needs of the 
working class and the laboring masses. 

Partial demands do not fall from the sky, but are formulated 
from the problems suffered by the workers. They are “partial” 
when compared to the ultimate aims of the communist move-
ment, but they are often brought to the forefront in the course of 
the class struggle because they express the urgent and vital needs 
of broad exploited masses, which are denied by the ruling class. 

Their importance is crucial for the mobilization and organiza-
tion of struggles led by the communists that can thereby increase 
their influence among the masses. 

Slogans and demands are absolute conditions of just tactics, 
aimed at uniting and mobilizing the working class. For example, 
the politics of the proletarian united front are inconceivable and 
unrealizable without partial demands, thus without expressing 
the uncompromising defense of the economic and political inter-
ests of the working class, which in all capitalist and imperialist 
countries must be the starting point and fundamental content of 
the proletarian united front and its mass bodies (workers’ and 
people's Committees). 

The ability to attract layers of semi-proletarians and the petty 
bourgeoisie oppressed by capital around the working class de-
pends on the ability to formulate, support and incorporate into its 
program of action certain partial demands that do not conflict 
with the fundamental interests of the working class. 

Partial demands therefore form the basis of the mass work of 
communists, to unify and mobilize the proletariat around these 
demands, and to create a system of class alliances led by the work-
ing class that enables broad working masses to mobilize against 
capitalism and the bourgeois state. 



ITALY – IMPORTANCE OF PARTIAL DEMANDS IN REVOLUTIONARY ACTION... 

MAY 2025 | 87 

Given their importance, it is therefore necessary to arrive at a 
complete theoretical-practical clarity on this issue, observing the 
development it has had in the history of the communist and work-
ers' movement, in order to properly understand their characteris-
tics, function and to avoid errors and deviations in this area. 

Partial demands in Marx and Engels 

Marx and Engels knew the role and importance that partial 
demands play in the class struggle of the proletariat and the ap-
proach that communists should follow regarding them.  

In the “Manifesto of the Communist Party” they wrote: 
“The Communists fight for the attainment of the immediate 

aims, for the enforcement of the momentary interests of the 
working class; but in the movement of the present, they also rep-
resent and take care of the future of that movement.” 

This statement illustrates the relationship that Marx and En-
gels always sought to establish with the labor movement of their 
times and the importance they gave to topical slogans, linking 
them to the broad aims of the communist movement. 

Marx drafted a program of partial demands for the Geneva 
Congress (1866) of the International Workingmen's Association, 
the First International. 

This program, drafted in the form of “Instructions for dele-
gates” and read by Marx at the Congress, included several partial 
demands: eight hours as the legal limit of the working day, the 
prohibition of night work, the limitation of working hours for 
young people and children, the total abolition of indirect taxes 
and their replacement by direct taxes, the formation of mutual aid 
societies, a statistical survey of the conditions of the working class 
carried out by the workers themselves, etc. 

In a letter to Kugelmann dated October 9, 1866, Marx ex-
plained why he considered this program necessary: 

“...I deliberately restricted it [the program] to those points 
which allow of immediate agreement and concerted action by the 
workers and give direct nourishment and impetus to the require-
ments of the class struggle and the organization of the workers 
into a class.” 

We can observe here Marx's ability to grasp the necessary 
links at a given moment and act tactically to unite the working-
class masses and lead them to the battle against capital.  
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The elaboration by the Communist International 

With the formation of the Communist International, the ques-
tion of partial demands was elaborated and mastered.  

At the Third Congress of the Communist International (1921), 
the “Theses on Tactics” inspired by Lenin were approved, with a 
specific chapter on “Single-Issue Struggles and Single-Issue De-
mands,” in which it states: 

“The Communist Parties can only develop through struggle. 
Even the smallest Parties should not limit themselves to propaganda 
and agitation. The Communists must act as the vanguard in every 
mass organisation. By putting forward a militant programme urging 
the proletariat to fight for its basic needs, they can show the back-
ward and vacillating masses the path to revolution and demon-
strate how all parties other than the Communists are against the 
working class. Only by leading the concrete struggles of the prole-
tariat and by taking them forward will the Communists really be 
able to win the broad proletarian masses to the struggle for the dic-
tatorship.” 

After making it clear that social democracy deceives the work-
ers by flashing hopes of winning over one sector of industry after 
another, the Theses state:  

“The Communist Parties do not put forward minimum pro-
grammes which could serve to strengthen and improve the totter-
ing foundations of capitalism. The Communists’ main aim is to de-
stroy the capitalist system. But in order to achieve their aim the 
Communist Parties must put forward demands expressing the im-
mediate needs of the working class. The Communists must organise 
mass campaigns to fight for these demands regardless of whether 
they are compatible with the continuation of the capitalist system. 

“The Communist Parties should be concerned not with the via-
bility and competitive capacity of capitalist industry or the stability 
of the capitalist economy, but with proletarian poverty, which can-
not and must not be endured any longer. If the demands put for-
ward by the Communists correspond to the immediate needs of the 
broad proletarian masses, and if the masses are convinced that they 
cannot go on living unless their demands are met, then the struggle 
around these issues becomes the starting-point of the struggle for 
power. In place of the minimum programme of the centrists and re-
formists, the Communist International offers a struggle for the 
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concrete demands of the proletariat which, in their totality, chal-
lenge the power of the bourgeoisie...  

“As more and more people are drawn into the struggle around 
these demands and as the needs of the masses come into conflict 
with the needs of capitalist society, the working class will come to 
realise that if it wants to live, capitalism will have to die. This reali-
sation will be the main motivation in their struggle for the dictator-
ship of the proletariat.... 

“The objections raised against single-issue demands and the ac-
cusations that campaigns on single issues are reformist reflect an in-
ability to grasp the essential conditions of revolutionary action. This 
was the case with the opposition of certain Communist groups to 
participation in trade unions and in parliament. It is not a question 
of appealing to the proletariat to fight for the ultimate goal, but of 
developing the practical struggle which alone can lead the proletar-
iat to the struggle for the ultimate goal... 

“The present epoch is revolutionary precisely because the most 
modest demands of the working masses are incompatible with the 
continued existence of capitalist society, and the struggle for these 
demands is therefore bound to develop into the struggle for Com-
munism.” 

A wonderful lesson in strategy and tactics, extremely relevant 
today! 

Later, in 1924, in the Fifth Comintern Congress “Theses on Tac-
tics,” the issue of partial demands was reaffirmed and clarified as 
follows: 

“The tactics of the Communist International not only do not ex-
clude, in our agitation and policy the introduction of partial de-
mands, but on the contrary pre-suppose the inclusion of partial de-
mands in our agitation and policy. In this, however, it is necessary to 
have the following three circumstances in view. 

“(a) The partial demands we put forward, must have practical 
bearing on life, i.e., they must be such as will be supported by the 
wide masses of the toilers. 

“(b) These demands must proceed along the line of revolution-
ary development. 

“(c) These demands must always be connected up with the ulti-
mate aim; from the particular we must proceed to the general; from 
partial demands to the whole system of demands, the sum of which 
gives the social revolution. 
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“While the reformists put forward partial demands as a substi-
tute for Proletarian Revolution, Communists put forward partial de-
mands as a means towards the more successful preparation for Pro-
letarian Revolution.. 

“All the agitation put up by Communists for partial demands, 
closely links up each of these demands with the programme of the 
revolutionary overthrow. particularly in those countries where the 
crisis in the bourgeois system has arisen..” 

At the 6th Congress (1928) the “Program of the Communist 
International” was adopted. In continuity with the previous elab-
oration, the following is stated under “The Fundamental tasks of 
communist strategy and tactics”: 

“In determining its line of tactics, each Communist Party must 
take into account the concrete internal and external situation, the 
co-relation of class forces, the degree of stability and strength of the 
bourgeoisie, the degree of preparedness of the proletariat, the po-
sition taken up by the various intermediary strata, etc., in its coun-
try. The Party determines slogans and methods of struggle in ac-
cordance with these circumstances, with the view to organising and 
mobilising the masses on the broadest possible scale and on the 
highest possible level of this struggle. 

“When a revolutionary situation is developing, the Party ad-
vances certain transitional slogans and partial demands correspond-
ing to the concrete situation; but these demands and slogans must 
be bent to the revolutionary aim of capturing power and of over-
throwing bourgeois capitalist society. The Party must neither stand 
aloof from the daily needs and struggles of the working class nor 
confine its activities exclusively to them. The task of the Party is to 
utilise these minor everyday needs as a starting point from which to 
lead the working class to the revolutionary struggle for power.” 

With regard to the communist movement in our country, in 
the “Lyon Theses,” drafted by Gramsci and adopted by the Third 
Congress of the Communist Party of Italy (1926), the issue of par-
tial demands assumed particular prominence in Thesis 39 twice, 
excerpts of which we reprint: 

“Thesis 39. The party directs and unifies the working class by 
participating in all struggles of a partial character, and by formulat-
ing and agitating for a program of demands of immediate interest 
to the working class. Partial and limited actions are regarded by it 
as necessary to achieve the progressive mobilization and unification 
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of all the forces of the working class. The party combats the concep-
tion that one should refrain from supporting or taking part in partial 
actions because problems of interest to the working class are solva-
ble only with the overthrow of the capitalist regime and with gen-
eral action by all anti-capitalist forces. It is aware of the impossibility 
of serious and lasting improvement of the workers' conditions dur-
ing the period of imperialism and before the capitalist regime has 
been overthrown. The agitation for a program of immediate de-
mands and support for partial struggles, however, is the only way 
by which we can reach the broad masses and mobilize them against 
capital. On the other hand, every agitation or victory of working-
class categories in the field of immediate demands sharpens the cri-
sis of capitalism, and also subjectively hastens its downfall as it shifts 
the unstable economic balance on which it now bases its power. The 
Communist Party ties every immediate claim to a revolutionary goal, 
uses every partial struggle to teach the masses the necessity of gen-
eral action, of insurrection against the reactionary domination of 
capital, and seeks to have every struggle of a limited character pre-
pared and directed so that it can lead to the mobilization and unifi-
cation of proletarian forces, and not to their dispersion.... 

“Thesis 39a. It is a mistake to assume that immediate demands 
and partial actions can only be economic in nature. As the crisis of 
capitalism deepens, the capitalist and agrarian ruling classes are 
compelled, in order to maintain their power, to limit and suppress 
the proletariat's organizational and political freedoms; thus the vin-
dication of these freedoms provides an excellent ground for partial 
agitations and struggles, which can lead to the mobilization of 
broad strata of the working people....” 

From these historical documents of the international com-
munist movement, the importance of partial demands for com-
munist revolutionary action stands out incontrovertibly. 

Some tasks of communists regarding partial demands 

In the long history of the class struggle, the proletarians con-
tinually present a variety of partial demands and struggle against 
the capitalists and their governments for their attainment. 

The communists, by supporting the workers in these strug-
gles, by joining the movement of the proletariat, do not simply 
passively accept these demands, but examine them and the rea-
sons that particularly aggravate the situation of this or that sector 
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of workers; they point out the most urgent needs and goals for 
which the struggle must be waged; they express more exactly and 
precisely the common economic and political demands, formulate 
them publicly by appropriate means and represent the interests 
of the whole class movement, bringing scientific socialism to its 
core. 

By expressing the partial demands, the communists, as we 
have seen, must ensure their connection with revolutionary ends, 
subordinating the partial, temporary, class and national interests 
of the proletariat to its overall, permanent, general, class and in-
ternational interests. 

Thus, it is necessary to go beyond the particular and establish 
the link with the general: from the struggle of groups of workers 
against individual capitalists, to the struggle of the working class 
as a whole against the bourgeoisie and its state, to the conquest 
of power and the overthrow of capitalism.  

The communists' program of action, hinging on a series of 
partial demands arising from the particularity of the concrete sit-
uation, class struggles, etc., must therefore be evaluated from the 
point of view of its connection with the revolution, leaving no 
room for extremist or reformist tendencies. 

This represents a complex task that requires communists to 
combine their general program of the dictatorship of the proletar-
iat and building socialism with the demands expressed on the eco-
nomic and political terrain, which can produce reforms within the 
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capitalist system. This task requires clarity and strategic firmness 
combined with tactical flexibility and ingenuity, as well as master-
ing all forms of organization and struggle, using reforms, which in 
capitalism are always limited and provisional, to advance the rev-
olutionary struggle.  

Lenin, in particular, established the dialectical interrelation-
ship between agitation, propaganda and revolutionary theory, 
and explained the way in which the forces of revolutionary Marx-
ism, by winning over the most advanced strata of the class, can 
subsequently win over the mass of the proletariat and, through 
the latter, the other oppressed strata of society. This strategy, the 
result of theoretical clarity, was expressed in the great socialist 
revolution of 1917. 

Therefore, it is not a question of giving economic struggles a 
reformist and parliamentary political character (as advocated by 
economists who degrade revolutionary political struggle to the 
level of trade union politics), but of freeing the proletariat from 
the influence of the bourgeoisie and reformism by knowing how 
to unite revolutionary political struggle with everyday struggles.  

Communists must know how to link these two aspects, 
strengthening both and understanding them within a single class 
struggle of the proletariat, orienting and leading the working class 
and working masses to the revolutionary struggle for power.  

We must therefore avail ourselves of every partial demand to 
explain to the masses the necessity of revolution, to show the 
masses, with hard facts, the impossibility of serious and lasting im-
provement, let alone essential improvement, in their position as 
long as the rule of capital is maintained. 

At the same time, the communists must show the masses that 
it is precisely the reformists who are sabotaging any serious strug-
gle for partial demands, while the Communist Party is the only one 
capable of leading a consistent struggle for the everyday interests 
of the working masses and repelling attacks on their living stand-
ards. 

Particularly, in the absence of a revolutionary wave, com-
munist (Marxist-Leninist) organizations and parties must, taking 
the daily needs of workers as their starting point, advance slogans 
and partial demands, linking them with the fundamental demands 
and goals of the communist movement, explaining their connec-
tion with the struggle of workers in other countries. 
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Such an approach should be followed especially today, at a 
time of the deepening general crisis of capitalism, in which even 
the most modest workers' demands clash head-on with the exist-
ence of capitalism and its laws of operation; therefore, the strug-
gle for these demands facilitates the realization of the necessity 
for the overthrow of this barbaric system and thus the building of 
socialism. 

Examples of partial demands in the field of workers' issues 

As Marxist-Leninists, we must never give up partial demands, 
which can become the starting point of large mass movements.   

In our country today such partial demands should include: 
Problems of economic struggle (struggle against the attacks 

of monopoly capital, struggle against layoffs, questions of wages, 
the workday, work rhythms and workloads, unemployment) 
which often turn into problems of a general political struggle (ma-
jor industrial conflicts, strike movements, demonstrations, etc.). 

Problems of direct political struggle (full freedom to strike, or-
ganize, the press, etc.); fiscal policy: measures to shift the burden 
of taxes onto the shoulders of the rich, cancellation of public debt 
at the expense of the banks and bosses, drastic measures against 
capital fleeing abroad; government policy in general: struggle 
against reactionary transformation of the state and fascism, with-
drawal of anti-worker, repressive laws and the persecution of 
combative trade unionists and revolutionaries, measures against 
reactionary terrorism. 

World political issues: struggle against imperialism and the 
dangers of war, international proletarian solidarity, support for 
peoples' liberation struggles, struggle for the unity of the interna-
tional labor and trade union movement, etc. 

Of course, in every area of confrontation with the bourgeoi-
sie, including social, environmental, health, etc., certain partial de-
mands should be worked out and propagated.  

Partial demands should be advanced regardless of whether or 
not they can be realized within the framework of monopoly capi-
talism and the bourgeois state.  

Today, the vast majority of democratic demands can no 
longer be realized within the framework of the existing imperialist 
system; but by advancing and advocating them, we can expose 
the reactionary and fascist nature of the present bourgeois state, 
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reveal the class character of the policy of the social democratic 
and reformist leaders who have abandoned the defense of the 
workers' elementary interests and freedoms.  

Two dangerous tendencies  

In regard to partial demands there are two dangerous tenden-
cies that must be avoided and fought openly.  

First, there is a tendency that underestimates the importance 
of partial demands in the action of organized communists to in-
crease their influence on the working class.  

This tendency is expressed in giving the greatest importance 
to general political slogans and putting aside issues of immediate 
interest to workers. 

There are those who treat the demands as if they should not 
concern communists engaged in solving a key problem: that of 
combining, merging, scientific socialism with the workers' move-
ment. Or they criticize them by judging them as a “shopping list” 
or a “surrender of the revolution.” 

Such an attitude is deeply mistaken, indicative of an unac-
ceptable detachment from the daily struggle of the working class, 
of passivity and political inability to mobilize and unite the ex-
ploited and oppressed masses. Therefore, it becomes much more 
difficult to politicize the working-class struggle in a revolutionary 
sense, starting from the struggle around the questions of working 
conditions, wages, working hours, unemployment, etc.  

That is, one remains in the sphere of abstract revolutionary 
propaganda, neglecting the connection with the immediate bat-
tles and their real motives, which are often ignored, thus neglect-
ing all the work in preparation for the revolutionary struggle to 
overthrow capitalism.   

The underestimation of partial demands is often linked to the 
underestimation or denial of active work in mass unions to in-
crease communist influence in the class. 

This renunciation “in principle,” or by underestimation, of par-
tial demands is incompatible with the tactical principles of com-
munism, because it condemns communist organization to passiv-
ity and detaches it from the masses. 

This is a manifestation of the extremist deviation (which in It-
aly also manifests itself outside Bordighist-type organizations), as 
the ideological and political expression of radicalized layers of the 
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petty bourgeoisie, incapable of grasping the essential conditions 
of revolutionary action and developing practical struggle. Such 
deviation leads to separation from the masses and sectarianism, 
political passivity.  

There is also another dangerous tendency. It consists in over-
estimating the importance of partial demands and detaching 
them from the general demands and aims of communists.  

Often this tendency manifests itself in the refusal to tie gen-
eral class slogans to partial demands. 

In other words: we adapt to immediate goals, converting re-
forms that satisfy partial demands into an end in themselves, for-
getting that they should instead help us create better conditions 
for revolutionary aims.  

This tendency is typical of right-wing opportunist, “move-
mentist” and reformist positions that push to adapt to the bour-
geoisie, to avoid the radicalization of the workers' movement, to 
exalt the “movement” by denying “the goal”, if not even by put-
ting particular and personal issues into the foreground.  

Both of these dangerous tendencies lead to the development 
of a flawed method of work, which prevents the communist or-
ganization from assuming a leading role in the working class. 

These defects turn out to be even more serious at a time 
when the economic situation is worsening, and communists must 
know how to take advantage of this, to make the working masses 
understand that socialist revolution is the only way to solve the 
existing problems, using every local struggle and every partial de-
mand to that end. 

In conclusion… 

Increasing the fighting capacity of the working class and the 
working masses, developed on the basis of experience from the 
struggle for partial demands to the struggle for the general class 
tasks of the proletariat, is one of the main tasks for all communist 
forces, especially in today's conditions. 

It is therefore necessary to make the program of partial de-
mands the basis of mass work for the organization and develop-
ment of the class struggle of the exploited against the exploiters, 
taking into account the peculiarities of the concrete situation. 

It is the characteristics of the present period that compel us to 
carry out this task in order to accelerate and spread the struggle of 
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the working class and other oppressed and exploited workers, 
through partial economic and political demands and battles, to the 
social revolution and the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

March 2025 
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Mexico Communist Party of Mexico 
(Marxist-Leninist) 

With a National Strike in Mexico, the 
Accumulation of Forces of the Proletariat  

is Advancing 
The victory of the National Regeneration Movement (MO-

RENA) party, led by Andrés Manuel López Obrador in the 2018 
elections, implemented a populist policy that increased the politi-
cal and ideological control of the Mexican oligarchy over the pro-
letariat.  

As a consequence of this restructuring of the domination of 
the bourgeoisie over the working class, since mid-2018 a period of 
relative demobilization and dispersion of the struggle of the work-
ing class and the other popular sectors began, a situation that con-
tinued with greater emphasis with the Covid 19 pandemic that be-
gan in 2020.  

This means that the process of accumulation of forces that 
the Mexican working class had achieved had a temporary setback; 
this period of ebb began to be overcome starting in 2024. This 
general assessment should not overshadow various very signifi-
cant struggles that workers from different sectors made in the 
midst of very complex situations of the class struggle in previous 
years.  

Since May 2024, with a 28-day national strike of teachers led 
by the National Coordinator of Education Workers (CNTE) de-
manding the repeal of the educational-labor reform and the Law 
of the Institute of Social Security Services for State Workers (IS-
SSTE) and the salary increase, that dark period of the struggle of 
the workers in Mexico ended and a new stage of reactivation of 
the mass movement began. 

Of course, both the period of ebb and this new period of re-
activation do not move in a straight line nor are they absolute; 
they have permanent ups and downs, they are affected by the dif-
ferent contradictions inherent in the capitalist-imperialist system, 
and the objective and subjective conditions in the midst of which 
the class struggle develops. 
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Now (April 2025), 7 months after the inauguration of Presi-
dent Claudia Sheinbaum Pardo, and after two 48 and 72 hour 
strikes, which the CNTE carried out during February and March, to 
demand the repeal of the ISSSTE law and the revival of a solidarity, 
collective and intergenerational pension system,  and in the face 
of the government's refusal to meet this demand, a national strike 
has been called for an indefinite period of time starting May 15, 
2025. 

This national strike in May has the conditions to take the form 
of a general political strike, to bring along broad sectors of the 
country's workers and to consolidate a new period of accumula-
tion of forces of the Mexican proletariat that will allow it to move 
from resistance to the offensive, accumulating strength to throw 
out other neoliberal reforms that the system has been imposing 
in the last 40 years.  

It is important to break down what the elements are to make 
these considerations. What are the forces of the workers that 
mark this process, the demands, the slogans and also the re-
sponses that the regime is preparing in the face of this new period 
of the sharpening of the class struggle in Mexico. 

A government that promised change but continued  
to deepen neoliberalism in Mexico 

Since the 1980s, neoliberal policy has been established in 
Mexico. During all this time the imposition of economic, political 
and social measures were carried out by the Mexican State for the 
financial oligarchy through the alternation of the parties of the 
right and ultra-right, such as the Institutional Revolutionary Party 
(PRI) and the National Action Party (PAN). 

Throughout this period of neoliberalism, the resistance of the 
proletarian and popular masses in the country was expressed in 
great waves, which suffered greatly violent state repression. This 
left a long list of forced disappearances, state crimes, prisoners 
and political persecution.  

The discontent, which accumulated for decades against the 
parties that alternated in power during that period, was taken ad-
vantage of by a sector of the Mexican oligarchy in order to con-
front its counterpart within the framework of inter-bourgeois 
contradictions. As a result of this the MORENA party emerged 
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that led to the victory of López Obrador, who essentially repre-
sented the interests of the producers of consumer goods.  

Since the triumph of the MORENA government in 2018, a plan 
was implemented to reduce the downward trend of the rate of 
profit, seeking the expansion of the domestic market, allocating 
millions of pesos in social programs to increase consumption. This 
government, which called itself the Fourth Transformation, imple-
mented large megaprojects in the southeast of the country, to 
benefit large national and transnational capital. It initiated a great 
process of dispossession of natural resources and the accelerated 
proletarianization of the peasantry in the region.  

Politically, the Obrador government managed to renew the 
ascendancy of bourgeois institutions, raising the level of credibil-
ity of the State. It was based on promises that it would be a differ-
ent government, that social change and justice would reach the 
most impoverished sectors of the country. In April 2019, it even 
declared the end of the era of neoliberalism in Mexico. 

At the same time as the Mexican government promised 
changes, it appropriated the banners of struggle of the popular 
masses, implementing propaganda with a leftist discourse that 
captured the will of millions of Mexicans. However, in the truly 
strategic distribution of the wealth produced by the labor force, 
the richest families in Mexico doubled their wealth just in López 
Obrador's six-year term. 

While it was repeated to the point of exhaustion that change 
had come, that there was a government that had the poor as its 
priority, the bankers reported profits every year as never before 
in the history of the country. Certainly, in a six-year term, the in-
crease in minimum wages grew more than 280%, while contractual 
wages grew below the level of inflation.  

With a leftist discourse to appease the workers' will to fight, 
the budget for the repressive forces such as the army, navy and 
national guard increased geometrically, while the budget for the 
countryside, for the native peoples, health care, public education, 
etc., was reduced in the same proportion.  

After 6 years since the end of neoliberalism was formally de-
clared, the current government bases itself comfortably on the in-
stitutionality and legality on which the entire neoliberal period 
was consolidated. Change remained only in the discourse; neolib-
eralism continues to deepen its development in Mexico, U.S. 
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imperialism continues to devour our national sovereignty, sub-
jecting Mexico to greater dependence. 

The pension and retirement system, a dispute that  
escalated in the first months of 2025 

The voracity of the neoliberal policy privatized public services 
such as education and health care. Private investment in these 
sectors grew enormously. The pension and retirement system suf-
fered the same fate since it represented an enormous fund that 
bankers and finance capital needed to feed the financial system 
and capital speculation.  

In order to hand over the money of the workers to the mercy 
of the capitalists, the bourgeoisie dismantled the solidarity pen-
sion system, which had been won through great struggles of the 
workers in the distant past. That solidarity pension system was ad-
ministered by two institutions: the National Institute of Social Se-
curity (IMSS), where workers in the private sector were pen-
sioned, and the Institute of Social Services and Security for State 
Workers (ISSSTE), which was the institution in charge of pension-
ing the public sector.  

This pension system was dismantled; that of the IMSS with a 
reform in 1997 under the PRI government, and the one operated 
by the ISSSTE in 2007 under the PAN government. In both cases, 
millions of pesos of the workers' savings went into the hands of 
financial institutions called Retirement Fund Administrators 
(AFORE), which, apart from charging a commission just for the 
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administration of pension funds, the AFORE invests the workers' 
money in the stock market, obtaining juicy profits.  

Currently, the value of the pension funds of Mexican workers 
managed by the AFORE is estimated at 7.2 trillion pesos (approxi-
mately $367.2 billion), equivalent to 20% of Mexico's Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP). In recent years, the AFORE reported annual 
profits of more than 8 billion pesos (408 million dollars). 

This privatization, which greatly enriched the owners of the 
AFORE, is at the same time condemning the generations that be-
gan to save for their retirement to a miserable old age after the 
privatization of the pension system. 

A further blow to the workers' pension system was the crea-
tion of a new unit of reference to calculate the payment of pen-
sions, the Unit of Measurement of Updating (UMA), to unlink the 
increase in pensions to the value of the country's minimum wage. 
This further impoverishes retired workers (for 2025 the value of a 
UMA is $113.14 and that of the minimum wage $278.80). 

This situation forced various sectors of workers to take up 
again the struggle for the recovery of the solidarity pension sys-
tem that was lost for the private sector in 1997 and for the public 
sector in 2007. The governments of AMLO and the current presi-
dent promised the country's workers to repeal the reforms that 
privatized pensions. 

But the promises were never fulfilled; on the contrary, the re-
forms of the PRI and the PAN to the pension system were per-
fected in the previous six-year term. In order to protect the inter-
ests of the financial institutions that administer the pension funds, 
the Obrador government created a social program that it called 
Pension for Well-Being, taking funds from the workers themselves 
to contribute to the improvement of the pensions of a small group 
of retirees, without solving the basic problem.  

President Claudia Sheinbaum made a commitment to the 
CNTE teachers that a consensual proposal for the repeal of the IS-
SSTE Law would be constructed in a bilateral meeting in Decem-
ber 2024. However, on February 7 of this year she presented a uni-
lateral initiative to reform the ISSSTE law that does not touch the 
issue of pensions at all, arguing now that there is not enough 
money in budget to restore the solidarity pension system. 

This caused great discontent among the workers in the ser-
vice of the State. The CNTE teachers directed this discontent and 
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called two strikes, one of 48 and the other of 72 hours. With the 
support of other union forces the CNTE managed to get the pres-
ident to withdraw the initiative on March 18, but she refuses to 
move forward with the repeal of the ISSSTE Law.  

The national strike in May 

The president's refusal to resolve the growing demand of 
workers, mainly in the public sector, led by the CNTE, led to the 
generalization of the discontent that was shown in the two recent 
strikes, and this created the conditions to move forward toward a 
national strike.  

After a consultation with the rank and file, the CNTE called for 
a national strike starting on May 15, with the central objective of 
reviving the solidarity, collective and intergenerational pension 
system.  

Although this national strike has as its backbone the forces of 
the democratic teachers, dozens of workers’ currents and unions 
of public institutions are expressing their willingness to join this 
strike. Dozens of other popular, peasant and student organiza-
tions are also joining in this struggle. 

The unitary mobilization struggles on May 1, 2025, show the 
growing ascendancy of the CNTE among broad sectors of the 
workers and give a perspective for the national strike. At the time 
of writing this article, the depth or the length of time in which this 
strike will last is not known, but it is clear that it will mark a new 
period of the class struggle in the country.   

Transform the national strike into a general political strike  
in order to advance the revolutionary accumulation  

of forces of the proletariat 

The call for a national strike by the CNTE and the response of 
other sectors are in themselves signs that the process of reactivat-
ing the mass struggle in the country is advancing, and that broad 
sectors of the proletariat are willing to definitively break with the 
period of an ebb and move from resistance to an offensive against 
the regime of neoliberal continuity.  

These May days of struggle still have a trade union perspec-
tive; however, they have solid bases to overcome their own limi-
tations. For this it is necessary that the most advanced sectors of 
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the working class and peoples of Mexico play their part in trans-
forming the national strike into a general political strike.  

This would mean taking a concrete step to elevate the forms 
of struggle of the Mexican proletariat that would allow the recov-
ery of the solidarity, collective and intergenerational pension re-
gime and recover confidence in the historical forms of struggle, 
such as the general strike, and generalize the struggle against the 
entire legal and institutional framework of neoliberalism in Mex-
ico.  

The victory of the May strike and its approach or generaliza-
tion towards the general political strike will lead to the consolida-
tion of the process of revolutionary accumulation of forces in the 
struggle against the current system and bring the Mexican work-
ing class closer to the struggle for the proletarian revolution.  

Elevating the forms of organization and putting the building 
of the National Assembly of the Proletariat and Peoples of Mexico 
at the center is another of the necessary conditions to advance in 
the process of the revolutionary accumulation of forces.  

These challenges to lead the mass struggle that is preparing 
to take to the streets is not an exclusive task of the CNTE or of the 
advanced sectors of the working class in general, is essentially a 
task of the vanguard party of the Mexican working class, the Com-
munist Party of Mexico (Marxist-Leninist) and of the kernel of the 
next communist international, the International Conference of 
Marxist-Leninist Parties and Organizations (ICMLPO). 

April 2025 
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Peru Peruvian Communist Party  
(Marxist-Leninist) 

The Lumpen-Proletarianization  
of Peruvian Society 

The situation of criminality in Peru 

Crime rates in Peru have increased in recent years, creating a 
climate of insecurity that particularly affects the working class. In 
2024, about 2,057 homicides were recorded nationwide, an in-
crease from the 674 homicides reported in 2017. At the same time, 
complaints of extortion reached 22,800, highlighting the expan-
sion of criminal networks operating in different regions of the 
country. The main victims of this growing wave of violence and 
crime are store owners, business owners in the transport sector, 
informal taxi drivers, entrepreneurs in the education sector, 
teachers and street vendors, who depend on daily work for their 
livelihood and live at constant risk. 

According to statistics from the Notification System of As-
saults and Deaths due to Violence (SINADEF), up tp March 2025, 
368 homicides have been registered throughout Peru. Lima has 
the largest number of cases, with a total of 160 homicides in that 
period. The La Libertad region ranks second with 49 homicides, 
followed by Callao with 42. This increase in numbers reflects a de-
terioration in public safety and contributes to the country climb-
ing from 40th to 10th place in the world ranking of the most dan-
gerous countries, according to recent data. For its part, Lima is 
now ranked 23rd among the most dangerous cities on the planet, 
according to the Numbeo platform, which shows the magnitude 
and seriousness of the problem of insecurity that Peru is currently 
facing. 

Organized crime represents the main threat and form of crim-
inal activity facing the population today. According to data from 
the Peruvian National Police (PNP), many of the homicides rec-
orded are closely linked to extortion and networks of contract kill-
ings, showing a level of violence that intensifies as these organi-
zations feel increasingly safe to act without restrictions. The in-
crease in the number of homicides shows that these criminal 
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organizations have consolidated their power and have expanded, 
creating a sense of insecurity among citizens. 

In Lima, about 200 criminal organizations have been identi-
fied, of which 70 operate in North Lima and more than 100 in East 
Lima, showing a territorial distribution that allows easy access to 
various strategic points. Many of these gangs have both a national 
scope and international connections, engaging in illicit activities 
such as extortion, sexual exploitation, kidnapping, and money 
laundering. Groups such as "Los Pulpos del Norte" and "El Tren de 
Aragua" have been consolidated in several regions of the country, 
showing an organized structure and a response capacity that 
makes it difficult to combat them. 

The government and organized crime 

This situation has clear culprits, since the dictatorship of Dina 
Boluarte and Congress was consolidated in 2023, repressing pop-
ular resistance with the death of more than 70 Peruvians. It initi-
ated a constitutional reform to shield political organizations (po-
litical parties) that are being investigated as criminal organizations 
and have a presence in Congress and the executive. The political 
party Fuerza Popular, led by Keiko Fujimori, is being investigated 
for crimes of money laundering and criminal organization; López 
Aliaga's Renovación Popular, is also being investigated for alleged 
money laundering, and Vladimir Cerrón's Perú Libre, is being in-
vestigated for alleged money laundering and criminal organiza-
tion. These criminal gangs have taken over the state and are mak-
ing sure they are not being investigated, in complicity with the 
Constitutional Court. 

The Congress, run by the alliance of Fuerza Popular, APP [Alli-
ance for Progress], Perú Libre, Renovación Popular and Avanza 
País, approved a series of laws that seek to favor mainly the par-
ties investigated for criminal organizations and, as a consequence, 
ended up giving free rein for the underworld to act with impunity. 
Law 31990 establishes a maximum period of eight months to ver-
ify the information provided by useful collaborators, with possible 
extensions in cases of organized crime. On the other hand, Law 
31751 reduces the statute of limitations for crimes, limiting their 
suspension to one year and creating concern in the Public Prose-
cutor's Office about the difficulty of prosecuting serious crimes. 
Law 32108 promotes new penal categories for organized crime, 
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but the Prosecutor's Office warns that this is complicating the 
classification and punishment of criminal networks, in addition to 
requiring the presence of lawyers during raids, which delays inves-
tigations. 

 Law 32130 allows defendants to appeal the start of the trial, 
which could hinder more than a hundred cases linked to organized 
crime and corruption. In this way, the government and its allies 
have managed to create a favorable context for organized crime 
to intensify its criminal activities. This is part of a confrontation 
between the prosecutor's office and the criminal organizations 
established in Congress and the government, which intend to an-
nul their investigations. Recently, Congress amended the Code of 
Criminal Procedure and added a rule that allows the National Po-
lice to lead investigations, leaving aside the prosecutor's office, 
and without taking into account the level of corruption that exists 
in the National Police of Peru. 

The Peruvian National Police, in particular, is one of the most 
controversial institutions in relation to its functions, not only for 
not providing effective security to the population, but also for its 
involvement in criminal activities. Many times, police officers are 
part of or lead criminal gangs, promoting impunity. Equally worry-
ing is that the weapons seized end up in the hands of networks of 
contract killers or organized crime, revealing a deeply corrupt and 
rotten structure at all levels. 

The middle and small bourgeoisie is gaining more and more 
influence in the State and in its wake it is establishing laws and 
modifying institutions that are favorable to its interests; the prob-
lem is that these interests are those of criminal organizations and 
the lumpen. Marx already mentioned in the Communist Manifesto 
that right is the will of a class manifested in laws and institutions. 
In this sense, the judiciary, the Prosecutor's Office and above all 
the Peruvian National Police are incapable of fighting against crim-
inal organizations, not only because they are institutions that are 
in the hands of these same criminal organizations, but because 
naturally their objectives are to exercise domination over the 
working class. These actions of the middle bourgeoisie show and 
confirm that the bourgeois state and its institutions are not useful 
for the workers. 

The government's actions are ridiculous. The government's 
first reaction was to declare a state of emergency in 14 districts of 
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Lima, send the military into the streets and make false promises 
to the transport workers about a plan against insecurity. The state 
of emergency has been a total failure; crime in these days oper-
ated without restrictions, the military was not prepared nor 
trained to act against organized crime, while the most ridiculous 
law they have approved is the prohibition of driving with two peo-
ple in motorized vehicles, affecting the mobility of many people 
who choose to travel on motorcycles. The government's inability 
to respond is evident in short-term actions. 

The process of lumpen-proletarianization  

With the establishment of neoliberalism and the end of the 
populist model, attempts to industrialize the country through pro-
tectionism, subsidies or nationalization ended, and with it also the 
limited job stability offered by a matrix of industrial productive. In 
this way, the constitutional ties that the financial bourgeoisie 
placed on the State promoted business and left the management 
of the economy to foreign or local private capital. This led to the 
abandonment of any attempt at industrial and national develop-
ment in favor of a model that was based on primary-export 
growth, labor flexibility and the increase of the industrial reserve 
army. This reserve army was available in the cities as a result of 
the abandonment of agricultural production and the political vio-
lence that was unleashed in the countryside. Subsequent govern-
ments intensified foreign intervention in our economy with the 
signing of FTAs with the US and China; they ended up destroying 
the productive sectors that we maintained, such as agriculture 
and the textile sector, intensifying foreign dependence. 

This accumulation of wealth through the plundering of the 
country's resources and the accumulation of surplus value would 
also be taken advantage of by other economic sectors, such as the 
service sector, which the State had previously abandoned: 
transport, education, health, etc. The growth of the service sector 
led to the formation of a middle or national bourgeoisie that, prior 
to its consolidation, went through a period of informality and 
even illegality (Acuña, Ramírez, Oscorima, Luna Galvez, etc.). 

The growth of these economic sectors remained constant as 
long as the occasional capitalist spring came from abroad. Precar-
ious and unstable jobs for the proletariat expanded, but offering 
the possibility of promotion as the market continued to expand, 
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being able to form a middle class or petty bourgeoisie that saw in 
informality a necessary transition until its consolidation. However, 
it was not only the big, middle and petty bourgeoisie that swelled 
in this period. As society became proletarianized in a precarious 
way, a huge industrial reserve army was inevitably formed in the 
so-called informal sector. This allowed, on the one hand, for low-
ering wages, and on the other hand, for creating economies out-
side the supervision of the State. In this enormous mass of reserve 
we find a stagnant reserve (Marx, 1856) where the lumpen prole-
tarian is found. This underclass without the physical or mental ca-
pacity to engage in production, a sector probably more struck by 
the system than highly imbued with bourgeois individualist ideol-
ogy, acts against its own class. In it we can find common robbers, 
extortionists, drug traffickers, pimps, prostitutes, etc. 

The strong presence of the lumpen proletarian in Latin Amer-
ica has several causes. One of them is that high crime rates do not 
happen in impoverished societies, where there is not much to 
steal, nor in societies with high incomes that discourage people 
from taking what is not theirs. They happen in societies with enor-
mous social inequality, with deep gaps, where there is a produc-
tion of wealth that is concentrated in a few hands while a large 
mass is separated from the benefits of production. This is particu-
larly acute in Latin America, as it is the most unequal region in the 
world (UNDP, 2021). However, this type of explanation falls short 
when it offers measures to confront the lumpen. This refers to the 
application of social programs that make up for the gaps of ine-
quality. Meanwhile, it exposes the proletariat and the popular 
movement to the attacks of the lumpen both economically and 
politically. 

Social programs only have the objective of reducing or allevi-
ating the inequality gap in access to some services. They do not 
attack the economic system and model that creates this enor-
mous industrial reserve army in a country with underdeveloped 
productive forces that cannot provide better job offers. One more 
piece of evidence is the increase in NEETs (Not in Education, Em-
ployment, or Training), young people who do not work or study, 
leaving them exposed to criminal organizations that offer them 
income and a life of luxury. This ends up being attractive to many 
young people from the popular classes, thus keeping the lumpen 
almost intact. This serves as a pretext for the ruling class to 
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tighten the laws of repression (urban terrorism) and then redirect 
them against the producing classes that protest (the workers, 
peasants, petty bourgeoisie). 

The lumpen-proletariat as the enemy of the working class 

The heavy-handed discourses are spreading among the popu-
lation, which has led Congress, which is mainly responsible for the 
growing wave of crime, to propose more punitive measures. The 
Draft Law on Urban Terrorism or Systematic Criminality has re-
cently been debated, terms that seek to solve the problem by a 
system of repression and violation of human rights. However, this 
trend is not new; history has taught us that dictatorial govern-
ments and state structures have also resorted to heavy-handed 
discourses and laws to justify the repression of the working class 
and to limit fundamental rights. 

The use of the lumpen proletariat by the ruling class against 
the proletariat and the popular movement is not new in Peru or in 
the world. Let us remember that it was the underworld that the 
U.S. bourgeoisie used to control the unions in the 1930s. In Latin 
America, in Mexico the paramilitary groups used the lumpen ele-
ments to carry out the Corpus Christi Massacre in 1971; in Argen-
tina, they used the Triple A (Argentine Anticommunist Alliance) in 
their struggle against rebellious organizations and combative un-
ions during the 1970s. The most illustrative case is Colombia, 
where the lumpen gained such strength with the drug cartels that 
it put the Colombian oligarch state itself in check. This was fol-
lowed by El Salvador of the Maras (gangs) and Mexico of the car-
tels, which even more than in Colombia also consisted of a lumpen 
proletarianization of society. 
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This threat to society, and especially to the productive or 
working classes, is due to systemic conditions. Quantitatively, the 
lumpen are growing in countries of backward and dependent cap-
italism, whose bourgeoisies form economic groups associated 
with foreign capital, but at the same time are limited in their ex-
pansion by this capital. Qualitatively, it is due to the profound ine-
quality in which the ruling class concentrates such a high level of 
wealth, using all means to acquire and maintain it, both formally, 
informally and illegally. The limited markets available to the bour-
geoisie cause it to use a voracious exploitation of the productive 
forces of the country it dominates, super-exploiting its labor force 
and destroying its natural resources. To do this, it must go beyond 
the legal frameworks, or accommodate them to its liking, to the 
point that informality and illegality are legal (the deforestation 
law, for example). This voracious devastation even leads to 
clashes between bourgeois sectors of the same country, which 
periodically cause the eruption of political crises. 

But the most important thing is that it creates a great contra-
diction, because it spreads a set of values to the working class, 
such as the law of the jungle in which the strongest must survive 
or accumulate wealth using any means. However, at the same 
time, it gradually restricts the market by hoarding wealth in the 
hands of a few. This situation is a breeding ground for the growth 
of the lumpen, who begin in poverty, move on by attacking their 

 
[Sign reads: The System Cannot Fight Corruption  

Because Corruption Is the System] 
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neighbors, rise by striving or associating themselves with the rul-
ing class and, after having learned from their teacher, take on a 
force that creates an irruption causing the lumpen proletarianiza-
tion of society: in which there is no longer a difference between 
the values of the bourgeoisie and the lumpen, in which in politics, 
finance, culture, etc.; there is an enormous appetite for enrich-
ment, which to be satisfied the most injurious practices are used 
(Marx, 1885). 

The response of the workers 

In the current context of Peru, one of the sectors that has suf-
fered the most from the effects of the increase in crime are those 
involved in transportation. For years, they have been the victim of 
constant extortion by criminal organizations, but the situation has 
worsened in recent years, especially after the approval of laws in 
Congress. It is estimated that more than 70% of transport compa-
nies in the country have been extorted, and in 2025 at least 15 
transport workers have died as victims of these extortions. This 
sector been characterized as being one of the most reactionary 
among the workers; the transport workers in the informal sector 
are more exposed to the criminal gangs. The seriousness of the 
crisis has led this sector to take the initiative to mobilize and lead 
national strikes from October 2024 to March 2025, in order to de-
nounce the situation and seek solutions. 

The 2024 mobilizations coincided with the APEC (Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation) summit in Lima in November, which led 
the government to respond with symbolic measures, such as de-
claring a national holiday and making school activities virtual, in an 
attempt to demobilize and reduce the impact of the protests. 
However, these actions failed to diminish the indignation of the 
population and they came out en masse to oppose the growing 
wave of crime. In February 2025 crime reached an alarming level 
of violence with the murder of a popular artist, which created 
widespread indignation in the population. The death of this public 
figure unleashed new marches and protests, led mostly by people 
from the artistic field, some linked to political parties such as 
Fuerza Popular and Renovación Popular, who sought to depoliti-
cize and demobilize citizen mobilizations. 

The mobilizations have been spontaneous and are the first re-
actions of the popular movement to the dictatorship. The 
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transport unions complied with the call but did not have the ca-
pacity to organize and direct the indignation of the masses; on the 
contrary, they allowed themselves to be influenced by the crimi-
nal political parties that have subjected them to this situation. 
They tried to negotiate in order to demobilize, as did artistic fig-
ures who through their networks tried to depoliticize the mobili-
zation and the demands for security. In addition, this sector could 
not unify others such as students, trade unions, markets and pop-
ular sectors around a single demand or a single action. However, 
these sectors supported the calls and mobilized. The main de-
mands of the mobilizations and strikes were for the repeal of the 
laws in favor of criminal organizations, the resignation of Presi-
dent Dina Boluarte and the Minister of the Interior, as well as the 
departure of members of congress and an effective plan against 
insecurity in the country. 

From PCP (m-l) 

We assert that the solution in the fight against the lumpen 
cannot be asking for a firm hand from a State that is already lump-
enized in its values and rules, but in popular organization. The 
peasant patrols have experience in curbing the most lumpenized 
elements of society. In the 1980s and ‘90s, at the time of the ter-
rorism, it was the peasant patrols who fought against the terror-
ism of the Shining Path and the state. The immediate measures 
that our party is promoting are: 
• Repeal of the laws that favor organized crime that Congress 

has implemented since 2023, such as Law 31990: Restrictions 
on effective collaboration, Law 31751: Shortening of statutes of 
limitations, Law 32108: New regulations against organized 
crime, Law 32104: Reduction of suspension of the statute of 
limitations, Law 32130: Changes in criminal procedure 

• The formation and reinforcement of the peasant and urban pa-
trols, so that there is territorial control and the participation of 
social organizations in forming these patrols. The workers 
must form their defense committees, choose the most honest 
among their elements, organize them in shifts, and put to-
gether an intelligence and communication network that serves 
to combat the lumpen. 

• Structural reform of the Peruvian National Police, that all 
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generals who are involved or investigated for acts of corrup-
tion be dismissed, the elimination of obsolete ranks, the elimi-
nation of the School of Officers and Non-Commissioned Offic-
ers and the creation of a single school. 

• Restructure the intelligence services of the PNP and the Armed 
Forces, so that they dedicate themselves to dismantling crimi-
nal organizations and not to following social leaders. 

• The creation of a system so that urban and peasant patrols and 
the organized people can monitor the National Police, the Pub-
lic Prosecutor's Office and the judiciary so that they fulfill their 
role of reducing crime. 

April 2025 
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Spain 
J. Romero 

Communist Party of Spain 
(Marxist-Leninist) – PCE(ml) 

Imperialism Talks about Peace and  
Prepares for War1 

About the Swamp of Social-Chauvinism 

"Socialist parties are not debating clubs, but organizations of 
the fighting proletariat; when a number of battalions have gone 
over to the enemy, they must be named and branded as traitors; 
we must not allow ourselves to be taken in by hypocritical asser-
tions that 'not everybody understands imperialism in the same 
way'." V.I. Lenin, The Collapse of the Second International.  

2024 has been a year of "armed truce" between the powers; 
a year in which "democratic" elections were held in more than 70 
countries that together have more than half of the world's popu-
lation. Among them were some of the main powers: the European 
Union, India, Russia and the United States. Indeed, tell me what is 
democratic about elections in which more than $16 billion were 
spent on propaganda to manipulate collective sentiment, as hap-
pened in 2020 and 2024 in the US or in India last May, contributed 
largely by business owners and owners of large fortunes. 

We all know that, in the end, whoever wins, nothing will 
change; that economic policy, diplomacy, the main measures im-
plemented over the next few years by the competing powers will 
be the same, except, to a limited degree, in their intensity. 
Whether Harris or Trump wins in the US, and the right or social-
liberalism in Europe, for example, trade barriers will continue, as 
will the tripping and cynical hugs between them, as well as the 
brutal, increasingly inhumane and cruel immigration policy, and 
military rearmament. 

2024 has ended, as did the previous year, with dozens of open 
conflicts in the areas disputed by the powers, two of them 

 
1 This article was prepared as a summary of the international sit-

uation at the beginning of this year 2025, so it does not include 
changes that have taken place since then. Some corrections of form 
have been made to adapt the content to the time of its publication. 



INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF ML PARTIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

116 | UNITY & STRUGGLE 

(Ukraine and the endless Nazi-Zionist massacre in Gaza, the West 
Bank, and Lebanon) on the "geopolitical" border between the 
two blocs that, little by little, are forming around China and the 
US. 

And 2025 began with newly formed governments, aimed at 
guaranteeing the capitalist bourgeoisie stability for a certain time 
that would help them develop the policy in the interest of big cap-
ital. As the limits of each are being defined, as alliances are forged 
between the secondary powers that are not yet sufficiently estab-
lished, the aggressiveness, less and less formal, less diplomatic, 
between the heads of each bloc is increasing, the cuts and privat-
izations of services are growing, and the areas in which the con-
frontation is gradually becoming more direct can be seen more 
clearly. 

Amid hymns to "democracy" and the progress of nations, the 
US demands from its partners more precise conditions to be part 
of the "Western" gang; and China is trying to form a new gang, 
with partners who accept its control. Neither of the two powers 
has yet assured this support. As we will see, many of the actors in 
the game are playing with two decks and following their own 
rules, although no one doubts that they will finally opt for one or 
the other mafia boss. 

About the "multipolar" world 

The two previous great inter-imperialist confrontations pro-
vide important experiences on the causes of wars in the epoch of 
imperialism, the policy of the bourgeois states and the attitude of 
the social-traitors. All these experiences help us to analyze the 
current phase of the inter-imperialist confrontation and also to de-
termine what the policy of the communists should be today in the 
face of the danger of war. And, as a first conclusion, we must say 
that the only possible alternative to a system that is leading us to 
war is to advance in the struggle to overcome it in a revolutionary 
way and transform the war between the peoples to which the 
bourgeoisie is leading us into a war between the classes. 

This question becomes one of the elements of differentiation 
between the revolutionary camp and that of the new revisionism. 
As the positions of the opportunist forces become clearer, their 
social-chauvinist policy is expressed by a series of positions which 
they attempt to pass off as if on the sly as socialist (even as 
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Leninist) what are nothing more than crude copies and repetitions 
of the old theories of the social-traitors of the Second Interna-
tional which Lenin relentlessly lambasted. 

Some of these distortions that we are accustomed to hearing 
from the leaders of these revisionist currents are that: 
• behind the policy of China and its allies and the formation of 

some of the organizations (BRICS, China-Africa Forum, etc.) 
that promote it is the formation of a "multipolar" world with 
more just and equitable organizations of economic govern-
ance and international politics; 

• China's intention in developing its policy of investment and al-
liances, although it has some contradictory aspects, only 
seeks to help the development of dependent countries, so 
that we could classify it as a "good imperialism"; 

• there is only one imperialism, Western imperialism, and, in the 
face of it, the "Global South" demands more "equal" condi-
tions with the help of Russia and China, which are acting as 
leaders of an "axis of resistance" that we must support in the 
face of Western imperialism. 
There are forces that must make real balancing acts (we will 

see this in more detail later) in order to pass off their theoretical 
aberrations as "Leninist": thus, for example, the inequality of the 
agreements between the metropolises of what they call the "axis 
of resistance" and the countries that they come to "save" would 
be the price to pay for developing capitalism in these countries 
and a working class that can in the future lead the revolution 
(while waiting for that, it seems necessary for the "good" imperi-
alists to look the other way when negotiating with all kinds of re-
actionary satraps and dictators). There are even those who, ab-
stracting from any criterion of intellectual decency, go so far as to 
say that, if the USSR signed a non-aggression pact with Hitler's 
Germany, why should China not recognize the sovereignty of Mo-
rocco (the Morocco of the satrap Mohammed VI) over the Sahara, 
for example, as the Chinese regime has done by inviting this coun-
try to the last summit of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation, 
if what is at stake is the future of progress of the African conti-
nent? There is everything in this ceremony of confusion to which 
the different factions of social-chauvinism aim. 

As in our country, most of these currents come from Carrillist 
[Carrillo was the “Eurocommunist” leader of the Communist Party 
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of Spain – translator’s note] revisionism, they share a common 
confusion that should be clarified in the first place: the current sit-
uation bears no resemblance to the one that led the USSR to pro-
mote and be part of the allied powers against Nazi-fascism, with 
some of the imperialist powers of the present time. 

--------- 

"In Germany in 1919 there was a phenomenon typical of peo-
ples in crisis: the phenomenon of the social healer appeared. A 
large number of sects were formed (...). One of these sects, con-
sisting of 40 individuals, was the German Workers' Party, which 
an unemployed lathe worker, Anton Drexler, had formed.... Hit-
ler was attracted by the atmosphere of this party and he ended 
up joining it. From the beginning he was at the head of this small 
group.... The ultraconservatives could not hope to win over the 
masses with outdated reactionary programs... it was necessary 
to promise profound social reforms, but social reforms, socialist 
if necessary, would have to be carried out, in the opinion of the 
reactionaries, in a national, nationalist framework.... It was 
therefore urgent for them to combat socialism, in the double... 
aspect of collectivist doctrine and internationalist movement. 
The formula that began to circulate was perfect: national social-
ism or, by another name, fascism...."2 
Lenin pointed out that for the victory of the revolution it was 

necessary not only that there be revolutionary conditions, with an 
organized proletariat in struggle, but also that there must be ex-
ceptional circumstances that prevent capital from controlling the 
situation and maintaining the status quo. The victory of the Soviet 
revolution in Russia was the proof that the revolutionary destruc-
tion of the bourgeois state was possible in the condition that 
these requirements were met, as well as an even more decisive 
one: the existence of a political vanguard capable of directing the 
inevitable struggle in a revolutionary direction. 

This lesson was learned by the proletariat, opening the epoch 
of proletarian revolutions, but also by big capital, which, after the 
Bolshevik victory, needed to prevent at all costs the development 

 
2 Antonio Ramos Oliveira, Political and Social History of Germany, 

Vol. II. 
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of political consciousness on the part of the proletariat in periods 
of general crisis, in order to avoid revolution. 

The terrorist forms of the bourgeois state (fascism and Na-
zism) have occurred in periods of deep economic, social and polit-
ical crisis (both nationally and internationally) of dying capitalism. 
It is then that the small and middle bourgeoisie, which was rapidly 
impoverished and unable to gain control of the State, demanded 
greater protection from it. To avoid the danger of revolution, cap-
ital fostered all kinds of irrational currents and the idea of a "na-
tional community" that united the interests of the various classes 
and sectors (exploiters and exploited) in a common goal towards 
other countries; That is why the bourgeoisie has always tried to 
break the internationalist sense of the workers' struggle. This hap-
pened in Germany that had been defeated in the First World War, 
when the working class, overwhelming the leaders of Social De-
mocracy, was trying to advance along the revolutionary road. 
Once the immediate danger was over, the attempts of the prole-
tariat to seize power had been defeated (with the decisive assis-
tance of the traitorous leaders of the Social Democracy), capital 
needed to divert the proletarian movement from the objective of 
putting an end to the bourgeois state, as its class brothers and 
sisters had done in Russia. For this purpose, they used forces aris-
ing from the political rottenness created by the crisis and the gen-
eral confusion caused by the treason of the revisionists. These 
forces, with the support of big capital and the most reactionary 
sections of bourgeois institutions, took on the dirty work of trans-
forming bourgeois liberal "democracy" into a brutal terrorist state 
that denied all democratic rights and prepared the conditions for 
war. 

"With the dissolution of the workers' unions, the abolition 
of social legislation, the reduction of wages, the capitalists now 
lived in a certain way in the world of which they dreamed.... On 
May 19, 1934, the Nazi government issued a kind of "Labor Char-
ter"... which began with this paragraph: "The basis of the new 
social constitution is the factory. Its leadership falls to the head 
of the company. The head of the company decides for the fac-
tory personnel on all matters of exploitation. The community of 
the factory is founded on this fidelity. Consequently, all laws of 
basic importance such as the Factory Councils, Collective 
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Contracts and Wage Rates, Arbitration and the Working Day are 
abolished.  

“Two months earlier, on March 14, a law had come into 
force by which 12 capitalists of heavy industry were entrusted 
with the management of the entire industry of Germany. 
Among them were Krupp von Bohlen, Blohm, Rochlin, Enrich 
Hartkopf, Bruno Schuler, Albert Vogler, and others. The case of 
Italy under Mussolini's regime was similar. Capitalism in insol-
vency and threatened by social revolution saved itself from 
bankruptcy and "Bolshevism" by creating the state-bank, 
whose purpose, apart from destroying the workers' organiza-
tions, consisted in using the funds of the nation to save insol-
vent private enterprises...."3 
For big European capital, the enemy to be defeated was the 

Soviet Union, the first proletarian state. The whole policy of Nazi 
Germany from the outset was aimed at putting an end to the So-
viet experience as a living expression of the danger of transform-
ing the crisis arising from the inter-imperialist confrontation into 
revolution and to prevent the transformation of the inevitable 
war between the imperialist powers into a revolutionary civil war 
that would put an end to the bourgeois state4. Until the end, the 
great Western powers (the United Kingdom, France, the United 
States) tried in the same way to drag the Nazi leaders into war 
against the Soviet state and at all times worked to weaken the 
revolutionary forces in other countries that were trying to ad-
vance towards emancipation (blocking, for example, aid to the 
Spanish Republic, which fought in poorer conditions against the 
reactionary rebel forces, supported by the Nazi-fascist axis). 

And today? Today there is no proletarian state that serves as 
a reference point for the rest of the communist movement. 

 
3 Ibid., pp. 83-87. 
4 Shortly before the signing of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, 

Hitler, speaking to the High Commissariat of the League of Nations 
in Danzig, said: "Everything I am undertaking is directed against Rus-
sia. If the West is too stupid and blind to understand this, I will be 
forced to enter into an alliance with the Russians and then defeat 
the West, so that after its defeat I can turn against the Soviet Union 
with all the forces I can muster." Domenico Losurdo, Stalin. Critical 
History of a Black Legend. 
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Today, the situation is more reminiscent of what existed before 
the First World War. At that time, the treacherous leaders of So-
cial Democracy also spoke of a good imperialism and provided ar-
guments very similar to those of the social-chauvinists of today for 
taking sides with the powers that were preparing for war. Don't 
the reasons of the revisionists of that time sound like those of so 
many "communists" who objectively act as propagandists for Rus-
sia, China and their "multipolar order"? 

Is China a socialist country? 

The Spanish revisionists have contributed decisively to the in-
ternal work of ideological disorganization and dispersion of the 
proletariat and are now part of a coalition government that con-
tinues to shy away from the adoption of a revolutionary policy 
against fascism. They tell us that we must avoid a "noise" in poli-
tics and that social dialogue should be prioritized. They accept the 
complicit role of imperialist militarism assigned to our country in 
the structure of the bloc led by the United States. They approve 
the constant increase of the military budget with their vote in the 
coalition government, etc. They are also the staunchest propa-
gandists of the theory of the multipolar world. 

The central organ of the revisionist PCE, Mundo Obrero, is one 
of the main proponents of this thesis, according to which we are 
not witnessing a fight between the imperialist powers to impose 
their control over the imperialist economy, but the birth of a new, 
fairer and more democratic world order, in which China and its 
"socialism with Chinese characteristics" would be the champion 
of the "Global South". 

In its edition of September 18, 2023, Mundo Obrero published 
an article, signed by Miguel Manzanera, which stated the follow-
ing: "... Bearing in mind that Chinese state capitalism is led by the 
Chinese Communist Party, controlling the fundamental sectors of 
the economy, we are faced with a new social formation, which we 
can classify as capitalism because of its industrial and technologi-
cal development, based on the surplus value extracted from the 
Chinese workers. But it does not adopt the typical form of liberal 
capitalism based on private ownership of the means of produc-
tion. production. On the other hand, although it has monopolist 
features, it is not an imperialism at the service of the financial 
bourgeoisie, nor does its class structure follow the pattern of that 
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mode of production [sic]. The ruling class is the state bureaucracy, 
which has allowed the development of the Chinese bourgeoisie, 
but now always in a subordinate position." (All underlining 
throughout the article is ours). 

Of course, for people who reason without dialectical rigor the 
numbers add up and, finally, all the contradictions end up in a "vir-
tual" qualitative change. Something similar was proposed by the 
leaders of the old social democracy to justify their renunciation of 
the revolution: capitalism has fulfilled its historical role and will in-
evitably pass over, by itself, into socialism, going through a previ-
ous phase of "ultra-imperialism". In the words of Miguel Manzan-
era: "...Once state capitalism ends up establishing itself as the 
dominant mode of production under Chinese hegemony, we are 
entering a new phase of history. The old world of capitalist impe-
rialism is dying of old age. The new world is already being born. It 
is not the dictatorship of the proletariat, but perhaps it is the way 
to get there." 

So: Is China a socialist country? Although we have already 
dealt with this topic on other occasions, it is worth returning to it. 
The People's Republic of China never carried out a clearly socialist 
project, but, starting in 1978, with the advent of Deng Xiaoping5, 
the CCP promoted an economic program known as "Reform and 
Opening." This liberalized the economy, promoting the private 
sector, progressively dismantled the communes and opened up 
to the outside. The revisionist leader traveled to the United States 
and established firm ties with Washington, after the historic first 
step taken by Richard Nixon when he visited China during Mao's 
lifetime. These were the years of so-called "ping-pong diplo-
macy", in which China became one of the strongest supporters of 
the US against the revisionist USSR. 

His successors, Jiang Zemin, Hu Jintao and the current presi-
dent, Xi Jinping, deepened aggressive state capitalism, eliminat-
ing the few "socialist" forms that still existed in the Chinese 
model6. The 16th Congress of the CCP, held in 2001, approved an 

 
5 This Chinese leader popularized the slogan "To get rich is glori-

ous!" 
6 Xi Jinping presented a report summarizing his "thought" to 

the 20th Congress of the CCP. In it, among other objectives, he ex-
pressed the following plans that can help to understand the true 
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amendment that allowed "all advanced elements of other social 
classes to be members, in addition to peasants, workers, soldiers 
and intellectuals, so that the CCP became the vanguard of the Chi-
nese working class, the Chinese people and the Chinese nation.” 
This allowed business owners formal entry into the CCP, which 
controls the state power structure. 

In short, one can play with words without any scientific rigor, 
but the truth is that the means of production in China are in the 
hands of a powerful bourgeoisie that really controls the economy. 
one can "naively" state that the ruling class in China is the state 
bureaucracy, as if that gave a socialist stamp to its state capital-
ism; but the confusion between individual owners or CCP mem-
bers does not in any way change the fact that there is no social 
control of production and that the means of production are 
owned by a social minority that acts consistently, as a class, on the 
margins of and against the collective interest. 

The Spanish-language edition of Xinhua, the official Chinese 
agency, stated in June 2024: "The number of private business en-
tities in China, at the end of last May, represented 96.4% of the 
national total.... China has long promoted the development of the 
private sector and consistently worked to create a market-ori-
ented international business environment based on law. The num-
ber of Chinese private companies has quadrupled in the last dec-
ade amid efforts to optimize the business environment.... The pri-
vate sector contributes more than 50% of tax revenue, more than 
60% of GDP, and more than 70% of technological innovations. It 
also provides more than 80% of urban employment and accounts 
for more than 90% of market entities in China.”7 

 
character of Chinese state capitalism: "We will build a unified na-
tional market, advance reforms for the market-based on allocation 
of factors of production and establish a high-level market system. 
We will improve the systems that underpin the market economy, 
such as protection of property rights, access to the market, fair 
competition and social credit, to improve the business environ-
ment." 

7 Xinhua defines the private sector narrowly, as enterprises with 
less than 10% state-owned property. The state sector includes both 
mixed ownership (MSEs), in which the state owns between 10% and 
50%, and majority-state-owned enterprises. 
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Is Chinese imperialism a "good imperialism"? 

"From the standpoint of bourgeois justice and national free-
dom..., Germany might be considered absolutely in the right as 
against Britain and France, for she has been ‘done out’ of colonies, 
her enemies are oppressing an immeasurably far larger number of 
nations than she is, and the Slavs that are being oppressed by her 
ally, Austria, undoubtedly enjoy far more freedom than those of 
tsarist Russia, that veritable ‘prison of nations. Germany, however, 
is fighting, not for the liberation of nations, but for their oppres-
sion.... Socialists must first of all tell the people the truth, namely, 
that... this is a war... to increase the enslavement of the colonies by 
means of a ‘more equitable’ distribution and subsequent more con-
certed exploitation of them;… to increase the oppression of other 
nations within the ‘Great’ Powers...; o increase and prolong wage 
slavery, since the proletariat is split up and suppressed, while the 
capitalists are the gainers, making fortunes out of the war, fanning 
national prejudices and intensifying reaction, which has raised its 
head in all countries, even in the freest and most republican....” V.I. 
Lenin, Socialism and War. 

Lenin wrote this in 1915, in the middle of the First World War, 
to make clear the position of revolutionary social democracy to-
wards social traitors. There is no doubt that China today, like Ger-
many then, has been defrauded in the division of the colonies, 
that its enemies oppress many more countries than it does, and 
that the slaves oppressed by it enjoy more freedom than the 
slaves of other imperialist masters. But we communists continue 
to say, and history has proven us right, that China's policy, like that 
of its imperialist rivals, seeks to subjugate other peoples and pro-
long wage slavery. 

At the beginning of the 20th century, on the eve of the First 
World War, the revisionists also spoke, like the author of the arti-
cle published in Mundo Obrero, of "ultra-imperialism" as a possi-
ble new phase of agreement between the powers to peacefully 
divide the world. This theory, which the modern revisionists also 
use to justify their sell out, is part of the arsenal of lies to which 
the powers resort in order to embellish their criminal policy. 

The imperialists, of course, justify their policy with the finest 
words and the highest ideals. While increasing their military arse-
nals, strengthening trade barriers, increasing the exploitation of 
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the proletariat in their own countries and the oppression of the 
peoples, they all propose a "friendly" agreement between them 
for the "peaceful" division of the world, which will allow the dom-
inated countries to "get out of their misery" to which their policy 
condemns them. This agreement, of course, is advantageous for 
"everyone", and they hold their rivals responsible for the obsta-
cles that they put in the way of the "free market". And China is no 
exception. 

Recently, Wang Huiyao, adviser to the Chinese government 
and founder of the Center for China and Globalization (CCG), a 
think-tank whose aim is, by its own definition, "to offer recom-
mendations for China from a global perspective and to provide 
global advice with Chinese wisdom" (no doubt we can take Mr. 
Wang as a spokesperson, at least "unofficially", for the Chinese 
government). This is what he stated in a recent article with the 
clarifying title: "How China and the West can collaborate to truly 
help Africa", in which he called for collaboration between the im-
perialists for the division of that continent, which has the young-
est population in the world and the largest number of developing 
countries, and which, in his own words, has abundant labor and 
rich natural resources: 

"As the world continues to grapple with unprecedented global 
challenges," said Mr. Huiyao, "Africa's development has become a 
focal point for international cooperation." And he added, complain-
ing: "...despite widespread recognition of Africa's global im-
portance and development potential by Western countries, 
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sometimes conflicting approaches and political nuances of their 
strategies can hinder effective cooperation and lead to an inefficient 
allocation of resources... the participation of a wider segment of the 
international community is needed." 

Mr. Huiyao could not be clearer (or more cynical) in calling on 
his imperialist colleagues to participate in this exploitation: "The 
increased attention and investment of the great powers has led 
to diversified development initiatives and stronger economic 
partnerships among African nations.... To truly promote African 
development, it is critical that all parties involved prioritize Afri-
ca's real needs and foster genuine collaboration rather than com-
petition. Fortunately, some Western countries are gradually 
adopting a more open attitude towards foreign aid, viewing Chi-
na's development projects in Africa with better eyes, and engag-
ing in active collaboration. For example, China is exploring the 
possibility of establishing cooperation with France abroad, en-
couraging companies from both countries to jointly participate in 
projects. This type of cooperation has proven to be beneficial for 
China, France and African countries...". 

This is how China proposes to build the "multipolar world": 
calling for collaboration between the old masters that devastated 
Africa (French imperialism) and the new ones. This cynical bid by 
the imperialists to coordinate their policy of exploitation was 
what the old social-traitors called "ultra-imperialism". 

On November 16, on the occasion of the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation summit in Lima, Peru, Biden and Xi Jinping met. The 
Chinese leader, like his US counterpart, displayed the usual diplo-
macy among the imperialists, a mixture of good intentions and 
veiled threats, and in their own way put forward the same "ultra-
imperialist" theory. This is some of what Jinping said to his col-
league Biden, taken from the Spanish edition of Xinhua: 

"Containing China is reckless, unacceptable and destined to 
fail.... When the two countries treat each other as partners and seek 
common ground by putting aside differences, their relationship will 
make considerable progress... neither China nor the US should try ... 
to deprive the other of its legitimate right to development in order 
to maintain its leadership status.... The two sides should expand the 
list of cooperation and make this cooperative pie bigger in order to 
achieve a win-win result... it is necessary to shoulder the responsibil-
ities of the big countries ... refrain from mutual attrition and not 
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force other countries to take sides..., only mutually beneficial coop-
eration can lead to common development. "A small yard with high 
fences" is not what a great country should pursue; only openness 
and sharing can promote the well-being of humanity..." 

These are not the statements of a socialist and international-
ist leader, but those of the leader of an imperialist power demand-
ing that its rival recognize its place in the exploitation of the 
world. 

According to the Chinese agency, Biden responded in kind: 
"The relationship between the US and China is the most important 
one in the world, not only for our two peoples, but also for the 
future of the world. Our two governments have a responsibility to 
our two peoples and to the world to ensure that competition does 
not turn into conflict..." 

It is true that the value of that meeting was really very minor, 
because it was held 11 days after Trump's victory in the US presi-
dential elections. This histrionic character has his own agenda (in 
fact, it did not take long for him to show a greater rapprochement 
with Putin); but it serves to illustrate, at least, the fears of a part 
of Yankee capital that, in international affairs and in times as fluid 
as the present, it does not cease to view with concern the victory 
of the former. 

"Ultra-imperialism" again 

Lenin wrote in 1915 [The Collapse of the Second Interna-
tional], at the beginning of the First World War: “The most subtle 
theory of social-chauvinism; one that has been most skillfully 
touched up to look scientific and international, is the theory of ‘ul-
tra-imperialism’ advanced by Kautsky. Here is the clearest, most pre-
cise and most recent exposition of this theory in the words of the 
author himself: ... ‘a new, ultra-imperialist policy, which will intro-
duce the joint exploitation of the world by internationally united fi-
nance capital’." And Lenin continued: "This ‘theory’ boils down, and 
can only boil down, to the following: Kautsky is exploiting the hope 
for a new peaceful era of capitalisms as to justify the adhesion of the 
opportunists and the official Social-Democratic parties to the bour-
geoisie, and their rejection of revolutionary, i.e., proletarian, tactics 
in the present stormy era...." 

This theory of the multipolar world is the updating of the old 
refrain of ultra-imperialism. This is what Mr. Manzanera said in his 
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article in Mundo Obrero: "The project that China offers to the 
world is multipolarity, replacing the unipolar hegemony of liberal 
imperialism that has been dominant until now.... Multipolarity is a 
peaceful [sic] project of understanding between world powers, 
with the UN as the center of dialogue and internationally consen-
sual decision-making...". According to the revisionists, the prole-
tariat must help imperialism in its task of building a world in which 
finance capital exploits the proletariat and the peoples of the 
world, in a united and coordinated way, so that its confrontation 
over markets and, consequently, wars, comes to an end. 

Lenin denounced this deception as follows: “‘The growing in-
ternational interweaving between the cliques of finance capital’ is 
the only really general and indubitable tendency, not during the last 
few years and in two countries, but throughout the whole capitalist 
world.... To think that the fact of capital in the individual states com-
bining and interlinking on an international scale must of necessity 
produce an economic trend towards disarmament means, in effect, 
allowing well-meaning philistine expectations of an easing of class 
contradictions take the place of the actual intensification of those 
contradictions.... whoever consoles the slave instead of arousing 
him to rise up against slavery is aiding the slave-owner." [Ibid.] 

The facts are incontrovertible: Messrs. Huiyao and Manzanera 
can talk about peace between the imperialists, but the struggle 
between the capitalists to obtain maximum surplus value through 
the exploitation of the proletariat, the disputes between them to 
dominate the greatest number of countries through their financial 
investments, contesting with their rivals for areas of influence, 
have been a constant in the era of imperialism. This has cost (and 
continues to cost) millions of lives and countless sufferings to the 
peoples of the world; And this trend has not only not diminished, 
but is growing every day. Militarism, the elimination of democratic 
rights, the imposition of ferocious cuts in the living and working 
conditions of the proletariat and the peoples, and finally, war, re-
main the only constant in the acts of imperialism, and will continue 
to be so as long as the proletariat does not put an end to capital-
ism in a revolutionary way. Whoever says otherwise is ignorant, 
mistaken or lying. 
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The so-called axis of resistance, the China-Africa Summit  
and, again, the BRICS 

In the second half of the year, shortly before the presidential 
elections of the Yankee boss, two meetings took place, hailed by 
the social-chauvinists as a step towards a multipolar world: the 
ninth ministerial meeting of the Forum on China-Africa Coopera-
tion held in Beijing at the beginning of September; and the BRICS 
summit, held at the end of October in Kazan (Russia).  

Little new can be said about the agenda of the last BRICS sum-
mit, apart from the fact that its promoters continue to advance 
the objectives established at last year's Johannesburg summit: to 
de-dollarize the economy, to favor exchanges in local currencies, 
to create an alternative to the SWIFT codes for financial transfers, 
etc. 

Since January of this year, four new countries have joined the 
group: Iran, Egypt, the United Arab Emirates and Ethiopia; but in-
ternal contradictions, as we pointed out in a previous article, con-
tinue to grow8. The unstable nature of the alliance among the 
group's states was evident at the end of 2023, when Argentina's 
newly elected president, Javier Milei, an ultra-liberal, histrionic 
staunch defender of the dollarization of the economy, rejected 
that country's inclusion in the BRICS, agreed to a few months ear-
lier at the Johannesburg summit. 

The coexistence among the three leading states, Russia, 
China and India, is not without tension; India in particular has its 
own "agenda" to favor its national capital. In fact, as ElDiario.es 
recently pointed out: "...the US is seduced by India's status as Chi-
na's regional geopolitical and economic rival. In addition, it counts 
on Modi's flexibility to create links with the Global South, while 
engaging in dialogue with the G-7 (despite its membership in the 
BRICS) and building consensus with the G-20 with multilateral 
overtones."9 Another example of the growing contradictions is 

 
8 "Socialism and Social-Chauvinism: On the BRICS Summit." 
9 In India, the most populous country in the world, the national-

ist drift of the state is becoming more evident every day. The victory 
of the BJP, the party of Indian President Narendra Modi, in 2014, 
gave rise to groups such as the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS), a far-right Hindu paramilitary organization, the ideological 
cradle of the BJP of which Modi is a member. 
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Brazil's rejection of Venezuela's candidacy. As France 24 h pointed 
out, the BRICS summit in Russia ended with big bets and few 
agreements. 

----------------- 

A few weeks earlier, the Summit of the Forum on China-Africa 
Cooperation was held in Beijing. China, the world's second-largest 
economy, is Africa's largest trading partner. Bilateral trade 
reached $167.8 billion dollars (151.8 billion euros) in the first half of 
2024, according to official Chinese media. 

China's huge financial investment in Africa has no revolution-
ary or internationalist goals. China has always respected the sta-
tus quo in Africa; it has always encouraged agreement with the 
dictators and reactionary governments of the continent to whom 
it has offered military aid and training for their armies, in exchange 
for allowing it to share in the plundering of its resources, as we 
will see. 

Of course, it has helped to build transport routes; it needs 
them to move the natural resources it needs and to export its 
products to the area. There is no altruistic spirit in it; its behavior 
has always been that of an imperialist power that depletes the re-
sources of its colonies. It does not act (for the moment) directly 
to impose its rule militarily; it does not need it: its friendly govern-
ments impose the "imperial order". Of course, when necessary, it 
does not hesitate to export weapons to maintain instability in ar-
eas where it should be encouraged, or to use the private armies 
of its Russian ally, which also shares a significant presence in Af-
rica. 

China has invested a significant amount of money in Africa 
and sent thousands of workers and engineers to the continent to 

 
It is therefore not surprising that India was one of the states 

that abstained from the UN vote on October 26, 2023, that called for 
a ceasefire in Gaza, effectively backing Israel; or that, a few days af-
ter the Kazan summit, after Trump's victory, Modi stated on X: "I 
had a great conversation with my friend, President Donald Trump, 
and congratulated him on his spectacular victory. I look forward to 
working closely together once again to further strengthen India-US 
relations in the technology, defense, energy, space and other sec-
tors." 



SPAIN – IMPERIALISM TALKS ABOUT PEACE AND PREPARES FOR WAR 

MAY 2025 | 131 

build large infrastructure projects, obtaining in return privileged 
access to the continent's natural resources, including cobalt, cop-
per, gold, lithium, etc. Chinese state loans have also financed rail-
ways, ports and roads, very important infrastructure for Africa, 
which strengthens Chinese influence on the African continent to 
the maximum. 

What is the reality in Africa? 

The African continent has endured the most brutal coloniza-
tion by the European powers for a very long period of time. After 
the Second World War, and especially throughout the 1950s and 
1960s, a period of decolonization developed on the continent that 
allowed the independence of the colonized countries, sometimes 
after bloody wars, as in the case of Algeria against the French em-
pire10. However, the former metropolises did not abandon the ex-
ploitation of their former colonies, which in most cases were still 
in the hands of front men of their former owners. 

Western imperialism has never allowed the real independ-
ence of its former colonies; it has maintained its control using all 
kinds of arguments. At the beginning of this century, for example, 
between 2010 and 2012, a popular movement known as the "Arab 
Spring" developed, which, starting in Tunisia, a former French col-
ony, spread throughout the north of the continent and was 
quickly suffocated by the political and military intervention of im-
perialism. One of the examples of this "shadow colonization" can 
be found in Libya, which, after NATO's intervention, continues to 
be broken and divided into two states controlled respectively by 
Western imperialism (the western sector of the country) and by 
Russia (the east) with puppet governments as a screen. 

This same situation of "armed tutelage" of imperialism ex-
tends throughout the continent: the vacuum left by French impe-
rialism, expelled from the Sahel, has been filled by Russia (which 
is intervening militarily through the mercenary armies that work 
for it). In this context China is strengthening its economic control 

 
10 It is worth remembering once again that Spain failed to fulfil 

its commitment to the UN as a colonial power, by not guaranteeing 
the right to self-determination of Western Sahara (one of the last 
European colonies in Africa) and accepting Morocco's illegal annex-
ation of that territory. 
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and seeking agreements ("security”, in the mellifluous terms of 
bourgeois diplomacy), to advance its military control. 

The continuous coups d'état, as well as the activity of jihadist 
groups and paramilitary gangs of all kinds, aggravate conflicts 
promoted and manipulated by one or another superpower. They 
bleed African states restricting the full development of the peo-
ples and provoking the exodus of hundreds of thousands of their 
citizens, who seek a future in flight to the metropolises. These in 
turn close their borders with barbed wire and prisons to prevent 
their entry. 

In fact, as Mr. Huiyao pointed out, Africa is the continent with 
the youngest population in the world and the largest number of 
developing countries, and it also possesses many mineral re-
sources and raw materials necessary for the most cutting-edge in-
dustry, which are contested by its former and new masters. But 
Africa is also the world's garbage dump: the United Nations points 
out that, every year, the world generates 62 billion kilograms of 
electronic waste, and three quarters of this disappears into land-
fills in Africa. 

Countries such as Burkina Faso, after suffering two coups d'é-
tat in 2022, is experiencing a process of fascistisation, with demo-
cratic rights denied and the free activity of "death squads" and 
fascist gangs supported by the military dictatorship. In Sudan, the 
armed conflict between the two branches of the former reaction-
ary regime continues, both supported by imperialism and regional 
powers with the aim of further fragmenting Sudan and plundering 
its wealth (this is a conflict that has already led to more than 7.5 
million displaced people and thousands of deaths).11 Tunisia’s 
president Said reigns in a bankrupt country, crushing all popular 
protest. The Democratic Republic of Congo, despite its great 
wealth in minerals, is, according to the World Bank, one of the five 
poorest countries in the world, in which paramilitary gangs act 
with impunity, stealing cobalt and minerals that citizens extract in 
private holdings, risking all kinds of diseases, etc., etc. They speak 
of a continent with open veins, in which imperialism carries out 
constant wars to control its wealth, uses the most obscurantist 

 
11 For the cases of these two countries, see the resolutions of 

the 29th Plenary of the ICMLPO. 
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and reactionary forces like puppets, dismembers states and ag-
gravates conflicts, while singing songs of hope and brotherhood. 

The opening speech of the Forum, delivered by Xi Jinping, be-
gan in the "poetic" and Confucian tone of the Chinese revisionists: 
"Flowers in spring turn into fruit in autumn, and a bountiful har-
vest is the reward of hard work. In this harvest season, I am ex-
tremely pleased to meet with so many old and new friends in Bei-
jing to deliberate together on the grand plans for China-Africa 
friendship and cooperation in the new era.... In the midst of the 
unprecedented changes in the world in a century, we stand shoul-
der to shoulder to firmly defend our legitimate rights and inter-
ests. By going with the flow of economic globalization, we be-
come more robust and resilient together, bringing tangible bene-
fits to billions of ordinary Chinese and Africans." 

Between praise and eulogies, the Chinese leader offered his 
guests more than just financial support. His 10th proposal was the 
Common Security Partnership Action: "We will provide Africa with 
RMB yuan worth of billions of yuan, we will train 6,000 military 
personnel and 1,000 police and law enforcement officials from Af-
rica, and invite 500 young African military officers to visit China...." 

Among the friends of the Chinese leader present at the Forum 
were Moroccan Prime Minister Aziz Akhannouch, representing 
"His Majesty", Satrap Mohammed VI; of course, the Chinese host, 
in order not to disturb his friend, rejected the presence of repre-
sentatives of the Polisario Front and the Sahrawi Arab Democratic 
Republic at the Summit. The Moroccan Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
stated: "The Summit of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation 
(FOCAC), held in Beijing from September 4 to 6, confirmed Moroc-
co's status as a key continental leader who places Africa's devel-
opment and prosperity at the center of its diplomatic action, in 
accordance with the High Instructions of His Majesty King Mo-
hammed VI, may God help him...". 

What should be the attitude of the left in Spain? 

And Spain? What is the role played by the Spanish state in this 
inter-imperialist confrontation? At the end of the Second World 
War, the great imperialist powers were in fact opposed to sup-
porting the Spanish communists, as proposed by the USSR, in 
their struggle to settle accounts with Francoism, the last fascist 
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regime in Europe allied with the criminal Nazi-fascism, which sub-
jected the Spanish people to a brutal and criminal dictatorship. 

The United States, playing the role that China plays today, 
helped Franco to emerge from his political isolation by signing the 
Spanish-American agreements of 1953. Since then, together with 
the flood of investments that turned our economy into an indus-
trial branch of the great company of the United States, it found in 
our country a cheap labor force and subjected it to a brutal regime 
of denial of rights; Spain was filled with Yankee bases and soldiers: 
in Rota, Zaragoza, Morón, Torrejón, etc. 

The Palomares accident in 1966, when the collision between 
two US Air Force planes caused the fall of several nuclear bombs 
in the municipality of Almeria, showed the impunity with which 
the imperialist armies use our soil, putting the security of our peo-
ples and coasts at risk. The swim of then Francoist Minister of In-
formation and Tourism, Manuel Fraga Iribarne (founder of AP 
[People’s Alliance], later PP [People’s Party]) and the US ambas-
sador in nearby waters, to show that they were not contaminated, 
was another proof of the lackey submission of the Francoist pub-
lic authorities to the Yankee master. 

After the death of the murderous dictator, the transition pro-
cess, supervised by the direct intervention of the US administra-
tion, the active help of social-liberalism and the complicity of Car-
rillista revisionism, kept the basic pillars of the Franco regime un-
touched: none of the issues having to do with the structure of the 
State and the necessary purge of its institutions were touched, 
etc. Nor did its complete submission to the dictates of its Yankee 
"ally" change one iota. 

The first governments of the monarchy began the process of 
our country's entry into NATO, provoking a huge popular mobili-
zation with the cry of "NATO No, Bases Out!", which swept the 
country from end to end. Forced by popular pressure, Felipe Gon-
zález, the great hypocrite of social-liberalism, was in charge of do-
ing the dirty work, as so many other times. He called a referendum 
after a campaign under the cynical slogan "No to Entry into 
NATO"; but, despite having absolute control of the propaganda 
apparatus, the indignant opposition of the majority of the Spanish 
people forced the Government to make three commitments in or-
der to make this step acceptable, which appeared on the same 
ballot, the text of which read: 
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“The Government considers it advisable, for the national inter-
est, for Spain to remain in the Atlantic Alliance, and agrees that this 
shall be established in the following terms: 

1. Spain's participation in the Atlantic Alliance will not include 
its incorporation into the integrated military structure. 

2. The prohibition on installing, storing or introducing nuclear 
weapons into Spanish territory will be maintained. 

3. The United States military presence in Spain will be progres-
sively reduced. 

Do you consider it acceptable for Spain to remain in the Atlantic 
Alliance under the terms agreed to by the Government of the Na-
tion?" 

Neither this, nor any other government that succeeded each 
other in the monarchical regime, has fulfilled these commitments; 
neither has the coalition government. The decision to remain in 
the military bloc is therefore illegitimate and null and void.  

------------------- 

NATO has never had as its reason for existence the defense of 
"democracy", nor to protect Europe by "deterring" its "enemies" 
from a possible attack, as the leaders of the PSOE [Socialist Party 
of the Workers of Spain] and the right have argued in chorus. It is 
to form a military bloc at the service of Western imperialism which 
is dominant until now, grouped around the US; today it is a power 
in decline. 

However, this is an issue that has been left out of the political 
debate over the years; while the invasion of Ukraine by the Rus-
sian army has laid bare all the contradictions, including those of 
the submissive left. So far, the irregular nature of the referendum 
has been ignored, which invalidates NATO membership even from 
the point of view of bourgeois justice. However, now the interna-
tional situation, with the real danger of war, must place this prob-
lem at the center of political debate. 

What has revisionism done in the face of this question, which 
is acquiring such a decisive character for our safety?: "If we are 
part of an international organization and we have obligations, it is 
obvious that as long as we are part of it we must comply with 
them." This statement, made in 2021 by the Secretary General of 
the PCE [Communist Party of Spain], Enrique de Santiago (at that 
time, moreover, Secretary of State for Agenda 2030), in relation 



INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF ML PARTIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

136 | UNITY & STRUGGLE 

to Spain's membership of NATO, is a sign of surrender and cyni-
cism worthy of being framed. It shows the extent to which revi-
sionism has accepted the status quo imposed by the monarchical 
regime, renouncing any democratic fight. A year later on the eve 
of the NATO Summit held in Madrid, Minister Albares' statement 
to justify NATO's warmongering was not far behind: "... the fact 
that you declare yourself opposed to all wars does not prevent 
war from coming to you...". 

At that summit, which established NATO's plan for the next 
decade, an express reference was made to China, which the “Alli-
ance" considers a "systemic" challenge. Taking a further step in 
the escalation of threats, it was also agreed that the military bloc 
would not only respond to armed attacks but could intervene mil-
itarily in the face of any threat to its security. Irregular immigration 
was declared a threat, and the increase in military spending and 
increased support for Ukraine in its war against Russia was ap-
proved12. 

Spain’s presence in NATO poses a serious danger to the safety 
of our people. Our country is vital for the imperialists because of 
its geostrategic location: a gateway between the Mediterranean 
Sea and the Atlantic Ocean and between Europe and Africa. Its 
ports and military bases have turned our country into the "aircraft 
carrier" of Yankee imperialism in Europe, which poses a serious 

 
12 Moncloa's website published this as a summary: "During the 

Summit, the leaders agreed to increase common funds. In this 
sense, Sánchez reiterated that Spain will fulfil its commitment to 
NATO and the EU by allocating 2% of GDP to the defense budget.... I 
want this proposal to be an agreement of the country to defend and 
guarantee what has been called into question and at risk by Putin's 
war in Ukraine, and that is the security of Europe and also to guaran-
tee and strengthen the security of Spain...". 

In fact, this is the government that has increased military spend-
ing the most. As reported by El Salto in October 2023, "the Spanish 
State dedicates annually twice as much of its budget to the army as 
it did two decades ago. Since 2019, Sánchez's government has com-
mitted more than 82.7 billion euros in military spending (including 
military spending by all ministries), 20 billion more than in Rajoy's 
last legislature and 40 billion more than in the second term of José 
María Aznar (PP). 
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danger to everyone. This is, therefore, a question of the first order 
for the popular forces, the democrats and the progressives of our 
country. 

It is necessary to start working to build a united front against 
NATO and its bases, against the incessant increase in military 
spending, demanding a policy of peace, as expressly established 
in the Constitution of the Second Spanish Republic. To do so, we 
must first address the working class and the popular sectors, and 
denounce clearly and forcefully the political forces that are trying 
to use this need for unity against NATO, its bases and the involve-
ment of our country in the Western camp, to support the other 
imperialist side. 

But we communists have an additional obligation: to clarify to 
our class the causes of war, the role and nature of imperialism, the 
relationship between imperialism and war as the final conse-
quence of its policy; to explain why revolution is, in the end, the 
only way to end wars. As Lenin pointed out in the quotation at the 
beginning of this article, this requires us to denounce as traitors 
to the revolution the forces that deceive the proletariat, silencing 
or justifying the imperialist and reactionary nature of those pow-
ers that are dragging the world into war. Theories such as the mul-
tipolar world are nothing more than a cynical cover for the Chi-
nese and Russian imperialists who, together with their comrades 
in the gang, are talking about peace but preparing for war. They 
are talking about social progress, but they are participating in the 
exploitation of the workers and the plundering of the peoples of 
the world. 

We are living in a time when the powers are beginning to treat 
the possibility of a new world war with intolerable frivolity: the 
senile Biden authorized the Zelensky regime to use Yankee mis-
siles against Russian territory; Germany approved Defense Policy 
Guidelines that establish measures such as compulsory conscrip-
tion, the use of metro tunnels as air raid shelters and food ration-
ing in the event of war. These and other measures adopted by the 
political representatives of imperialism, or the tavern bravado of 
characters such as the Hungarian president, Viktor Orbán13, are 

 
13 Hungarian President Orbán is an example of the leaders of 

fascist populism who have one each in both camp and are paid sup-
porters of the inter-imperialist theater of war. This character, the 
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more than just anecdotes, proof that imperialism is actively pre-
paring for war, ignoring the needs of its own peoples. 

In these circumstances, the organizations of the proletariat 
cannot remain oblivious to the escalation of the threats to our 
people and we communists must be implacable in denouncing the 
complicit attitude of the revisionists. Those who take sides with 
one or the other imperialism are objectively acting against peace, 
against progress and against the socialist revolution, and we must 
denounce them as such. 

Central Committee of the PCE (m-l) 
March 2025 

 

 
rotating president of the European Council during the second half of 
2024, is a friend of Trump, whom he visited after the US elections, 
declaring afterwards: "We discussed ways to achieve peace. The 
good news is: he will figure it out." He is also a friend of Putin, 
whom he met in July. Putin then said of him: "I know that this time 
he comes not only as an ally, but as president of the European Coun-
cil." He is also a friend of Netanyahu, as his response to the Interna-
tional Criminal Court's order calling for the arrest of the Nazi-Zionist 
leader has already shown: "The ICC's arrest warrant against Prime 
Minister Netanyahu is flagrant, cynical and completely unaccepta-
ble. I invited Prime Minister Netanyahu on an official visit to Hun-
gary, where we will guarantee his freedom and safety." 
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Tunisia Hamma Hammami 
Workers’ Party of Tunisia (PTT) 

The Battle for Consciousness Today and Now 
(Some Lessons from the “Al Aqsa Flood”) 

“We will rebuild Gaza more beautiful than before... 
Our women will give birth to other generations to succeed 

those who died as martyrs... We will continue the struggle, 
weeping for nothing and grieving for nothing, until total 

victory over our enemy and the liberation of our home-
land, from the river to the sea.” 

Statement by a Ghazaoui woman to the media 

In Sawt al-Shaab (The Voice of the People), the central organ 
of the Workers' Party (Tunisia), on more than one occasion we 
published opinions on the “Al-Aqsa deluge” and analyzed its po-
litical and military dimensions, as well as its regional and interna-
tional repercussions. However, one important aspect stands out 
today. This is the “battle of conscience” against the forces of de-
feat and apostasy, who intervene only to spread skepticism, des-
pair and frustration in order to maintain the status quo and justify 
their defeatist behavior on the one hand, and preserve their exist-
ence and interests on the other. 

We're not talking here about the Zionist enemy and its impe-
rialist backers, for that camp's position is clear and unambiguous, 
since it wants the Palestinian people and our peoples in general to 
be in perpetual slavery or death and annihilation. By contrast, 
we're talking about the puppet and traitor regimes and the clique 
of semi-intellectuals, media and analysts who are in their pay. This 
is a category of people who drape themselves either in the cloak 
of religion, patriotism, progressivism or false leftism. They all con-
verge on one idea, however they express it: the Palestinian re-
sistance should not have undertaken the “October 7 adventure 
and provoked the Zionist entity” in light of the unfavorable bal-
ance of power and at an inopportune moment to drag the Pales-
tinian people into a new Nakba (catastrophe), as they claim. 
Throughout the 16 months of aggression, they have spread des-
pair, frustration and fake news, pointing the finger at Hamas and 
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the resistance and implicitly, if not explicitly, justifying the Nazi en-
tity's war of annihilation against Gaza. 

Today, after the Zionist enemy has been forced to cease fire 
without having achieved any of its main objectives, and while the 
Zionist newspaper Haaretz writes that “the Palestinians are the 
best in the world at defending their land” (January 16, 2025) and 
that “the greatest defeat in Israel's history is the Gaza war” (Jan-
uary 19, 2025), and Zionist political analyst Alon Mizrahi declares 
that “Hamas has not only defeated Israel, but the whole of the 
West”, while former Prime Minister Ehud Barak does not hesitate 
to consider that the symbolic martyr Yahya al-Sinwar “died a 
hero”, these “wretched and despicable beings”, to use the ex-
pression of the late Tunisian poet, academic and activist Tahar 
Hammami, try to present the resistance's victory as a “defeat” 
and call the heroes “adventurers”, “criminals” and even “infi-
dels”. 

Sponsors of the culture of defeat 

This category of people is not new, but rather an extension or 
reproduction of others who preceded them, whose role has re-
mained the same at all times and in all circumstances: to spread 
the culture of defeat. This culture is more dangerous for peoples 
than material or military defeats, because it affects their minds 
and souls, condemning them to stagnation, humiliation and slav-
ery, which takes longer to change than the rectification of a mili-
tary plan or political position. Reactionary forces use every availa-
ble means to spread this culture, drawing on their ideological ar-
senal of media, propaganda, study centers, schools, universities, 
art institutions and places of worship – all influential ideological 
tools that “shape souls”. 

The cleric, in condemning the resistance, claims that "a be-
liever would not throw himself with his people into perdition"; 
journalists exaggerate the enemy's strikes and minimize the ac-
tions of the resistance. As for the politician, he claims that Hamas, 
Hezbollah, and the Houthis are the "arms of Iran," with the aim of 
sowing division between sects and ethnicities, pitting Sunni 
against Shiite, Kurdish and Amazigh against Arab, to undermine 
the unity of the people's struggle against the main enemy. The in-
tellectual, for his part, claims that the Palestinian people and the 
Arab peoples in general are "powerless" because they are "weak" 
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and are therefore obliged to accept the status quo as long as they 
face "a powerful enemy supported by major international pow-
ers," which makes their confrontation "an adventure with unfor-
tunate consequences." This opportunistic intellectual does not 
hesitate to "advise" the Palestinian people to accept the fictitious 
"two-state" solution and to renounce the land that the Zionist 
usurper confiscated from them, and the Arab peoples to "normal-
ize" and live "peacefully" with the Zionist usurper. 

All of this underscores the need for genuine patriotic and rev-
olutionary forces to confront the culture of defeat, which is al-
most ingrained in the consciousness of vast segments of our peo-
ples as a result of decades of destructive work. It is essential to 
win this battle to consolidate the gains achieved today in the bat-
tle of the Al-Aqsa flood, instill them in the consciousness of our 
peoples, and integrate them into their culture in order to free 
them from the culture of defeat and enable them to regain their 
morale and pride and accept facing their destiny without fear or 
hesitation. This task can only be accomplished through in-depth, 
meticulous, and sustained explanations, focused on the articula-
tions targeted by the propaganda of the enemies and their collab-
orators. 

This issue should not be seen as a matter of concern only to 
the Palestinians, but rather to the peoples of the region who are 
subjected to oppression and aggression, and to the peoples of the 
world who face the same enemies, led by American imperialism. 
Therefore, any victory achieved by one people, and in this case by 
the Palestinian people, is a victory for all others because it weak-
ens the common enemy. 

Of course, the battle of conscience also concerns our people 
in Tunisia, not only in relation to the Palestinian cause, but also in 
relation to our own cause. The Tunisian people's lack of strong 
support for the Palestinian people is not isolated from their gen-
eral state of mind and the way they even deal with their own prob-
lems. In other words, it is linked to the state of frustration, des-
pair, and fear that inhabits them under a populist authoritarian re-
gime that has succeeded in excluding them from public affairs and 
has made the search for basic necessities (bread, coffee, sugar, 
vegetable oil, gas, etc.) that are lacking on the market or whose 
prices are skyrocketing its main concern. It is obvious that a 
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people that cannot defend itself cannot stand alongside a broth-
erly people subjected to a war of extermination. 

This is why, in our country, we are in great need of the lessons 
of the "Al-Aqsa Flood" to inspire in us the strength that allows our 
people not to fall into frustration and despair, not to accept de-
feat and to believe in the feasibility of the struggle, regardless of 
the difficulties of the hour, the strength of the reactionary attack 
of the power and the imbalance of forces in its favor. 

"The Al-Aqsa Flood": Daring to Fight at the Right Time 

The Al-Aqsa flood was launched in the context of a terribly un-
favorable balance of power in favor of the enemy camp. But the 
strength of the resistance lies in having dared to fight despite this 
imbalance, because it is deeply aware that the balance of power 
does not change by itself, but is modified by human beings who 
wish to change it, and that those who submit to it and accept it as 
a fixed and immutable parameter because it is currently in favor 
of the enemies will never be able to develop and improve it in their 
favor and condemn themselves to eternal slavery. On the other 
hand, one of the qualities of the Gazan resistance is that it did not 
launch its action on October 7 in this unfavorable balance of 
power without prior planning and preparation that takes into ac-
count the various possibilities, including the barbaric reaction of 
the enemy and the possibility of a prolonged confrontation, but 
rather prepared its action at all levels. 

This is confirmed by the legendary steadfastness of the re-
sistance for nearly 16 months. As for the timing of the attack, we 
believe it was opportune. The enemies—the Zionist entity, US-
Western imperialism, and the Arab/Muslim reactionaries—were 
about to take decisive steps toward burying the Palestinian cause 
and imposing a general normalization led by Saudi Arabia, the Gulf 
countries, Egypt, and Morocco, so that the Zionist entity could en-
joy tranquility and dominate the region forever. The Al-Aqsa flood 
came to foil this plan (the deal of the century, the Abraham Ac-
cords, etc.) and strike it dead, which explains all the crimes commit-
ted by the reactionary Arab/Islamist Zionist regime at the expense 
of the Palestinian people. The resistance deprived this reactionary 
clan of the "bliss of stability," at the expense of the Palestinian peo-
ple, as well as its Zionist ally under the auspices of the American im-
perialist master criminal. All of these elements, from the launch of 
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a surprise attack and the choice of a fatal moment, are to be cred-
ited to the resistance and its accurate reading of the circumstances 
and its military intelligence, which surprised the enemy. 

Of course, in addition to these elements, there are the results 
of the battle, which must be judged within the framework of the 
balance of power we discussed above, and not in absolute terms. 
In this context, the victory achieved by the resistance must be at-
tributed to the circumstances that governed it, that is, from the 
perspective of the resistance's ability to change the unfavorable 
balance of power at a particular stage of the conflict and prevent 
a bloodthirsty and heavily armed enemy from achieving its objec-
tives. From this perspective, the resistance emerged victorious, 
because the enemy did not achieve any of its main military objec-
tives, namely the elimination of the resistance, the release of its 
hostages, the displacement of the inhabitants of Gaza, and the re-
capture of the city. The enemy succeeded only in killing and de-
stroying. This is not a victory, despite its considerable impact on 
the Palestinian people and their resistance, but it has cost the Zi-
onists an unprecedented moral, ethical, and political defeat, as 
their victim narrative has been exposed and their Nazi character 
revealed to the entire world, and their leaders have been ques-
tioned by the International Court of Justice. This is in addition to 
the serious internal political, economic, financial, and social crisis 
in which they are mired. 

As for the Palestinian people, who undoubtedly paid the price 
of dignity in Gaza, brought their cause out of oblivion, reintro-
duced it as never before, gained the sympathy of peaceful forces 
in the world, especially in the Western imperialist countries, 
whose nature and hypocrisy were exposed, and also exposed the 
puppet Arab regimes; which made the battle of Gaza clearly de-
fine who are the enemies of the Palestinian people and who are 
their friends. The Palestinian people are in a position to heal their 
wounds, to rebuild a "more beautiful Gaza," as the residents 
themselves have said, to regroup and move forward to prepare 
for a new phase of struggle and resistance throughout Palestine, 
not just in Gaza, to confront all the political and diplomatic con-
spiracies that will proliferate with the advent of the arrogant Don-
ald Trump and his Zionist team, and to confront the aggression of 
the occupying entity, which should not be believed to stop in 
Gaza, at a time when it is intensifying in the cities of the West Bank 
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under the same pretext of "fighting terrorism" that was used in 
the genocidal war against Gaza. 

Peoples do not free themselves from colonialism without sac-
rifices because they are not facing docile lambs, but monsters 
ready to commit the most heinous crimes to maintain their he-
gemony and their interests. Indeed, the history of all humanity 
confirms that there is not a single step taken in the past and pre-
sent towards liberation from ignorance, oppression, exploitation, 
and slavery in all its forms that has not had a price to pay. Without 
going into details and listing examples, it is enough, when evoking 
the sacrifices of the Palestinian people in Gaza, to recall that the 
Algerian people paid one and a half million martyrs for their free-
dom. The Vietnamese people paid four million martyrs to free 
themselves from three of the most odious colonial empires 
known to humanity, namely the French empire, the Japanese em-
pire, and the American empire. 

It is no secret to anyone who remembers history that the 
French colonialists committed terrible massacres in the Algerian 
regions of Sétif/Guelma/Kharrata, killing approximately 45,000 in-
nocent civilians. This was on May 8, 1945, the day of victory over 
Nazism, in retaliation against the Algerians who had demon-
strated on that occasion to demand the independence of their 
homeland. These massacres, however, did not deter the Algerian 
people from continuing the march and paying more martyrs. 

The Vietnamese resistance began in 1934 with an "army" com-
posed of 34 men and one woman, two pistols, two light machine 
guns, and 17 rifles. This ever-growing army suffered defeats and set-
backs before transforming into a great people's army and winning 
victory over ferocious enemies. Would this victory have been possi-
ble without this first step? Of course not. Would the colonizers have 
left without a resistance marked by victories and defeats before 
achieving the decisive victory? "The colonialist," as Frantz Fanon 
said, "does not raise his hand until a knife is stuck in his neck." 

A Fundamental Question: No Struggle Without Conviction 

A fundamental question obviously arises when addressing the 
issue of resistance in Gaza: What is the secret of the legendary and 
unprecedented tenacity of a few thousand resistance fighters in 
Gaza, whose territory covers no more than 360 square kilometers, 
in the face of the army of the Nazi entity and its Western 
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imperialist backers, led by the US imperialists, for nearly 16 
months without surrendering despite the war of annihilation, the 
enormity of the destruction caused, and the martyrdom of many 
leaders and senior officials? There is no doubt that training, plan-
ning, organization, and leadership play an important role in this 
regard. However, the decisive, determining, and definitive ele-
ment remains the element of conviction/belief. Without this ele-
ment, there is no will, no courage, no composure, no leadership, 
no successful implementation of planning, no weapons, and no 
money. This is the great lesson that we, our people, all the peoples 
of the region and the world, and all free men and women should 
learn and internalize. 

Without conviction/belief, national in this case, even if it takes 
on a religious color, the resistance in Gaza could not have faced a 
Zionist entity equipped with modern weapons and technology 
and supported, financially, militarily, technologically and intelli-
gence-wise, by the entire Western imperialist world and by reac-
tionary Arab and Islamic regimes (Wahhabi like Saudi Arabia, and 
traditional Sunni regimes like Egypt, Morocco, Jordan and the 
UAE, which, despite their religious ideology, have all openly or 
covertly normalized with the Zionist entity, which confirms that 
the issue is fundamentally political and class rather than religious), 
reactionary Arab and Islamic regimes that are more eager to elim-
inate the resistance and kill the Palestinian cause than some impe-
rialists. As history has shown, this conviction can be 
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religious/nationalist (Algeria) or socialist (Vietnam), which, in all 
cases, constitutes the main motivation to dare to fight and resist 
in the most difficult and complex circumstances and to believe in 
victory, but it is the element that welds all the political, organiza-
tional, military and other elements into a solid mass. 

It stems from the conviction of the justness of the cause and 
the inevitability of victory, from the conviction that you have an 
inalienable right to freedom, self-determination and to live in 
peace in your land and in your homeland, which has been usurped 
by external forces, by internal class forces, or by both at the same 
time. It is this conviction that translates into immediate and dis-
tant objectives (tactics and strategy), forms of organization and 
methods of struggle that allow the accumulation of partial and 
quantitative successes and transform them into general and qual-
itative successes. Revolutionaries throughout history would not 
have dared to struggle and accept sacrifice without a conviction 
or belief in the justness of the cause they espouse, which gives 
meaning to their existence and pushes them to transcend them-
selves to devote their lives to the service of this cause, the cause 
of the oppressed and exploited. 

If there is a lesson to be learned from the "Al-Aqsa Flood" and 
the legendary tenacity of the resistance of the people of Gaza, it 
is the need to arm ourselves with a conviction/ideology of strug-
gle that we choose as the Gazans chose theirs in their particular 
historical circumstances, with the will and audacity to struggle 
and the confidence in victory regardless of the sacrifices, with 
good planning and setting of goals and the ability to adapt to 
changing conditions without losing our compass. 

We do not accept injustice, oppression, tyranny, exploitation, 
poverty, hunger or loss of national dignity in our country and so-
ciety. We are armed with revolutionary goals and programs that 
achieve "employment, freedom, and national dignity" and open 
the door to a better future in which there is no return to exploita-
tion and oppression, and we understand that the struggle may 
have ups and downs, that the revolution may experience victories 
as well as setbacks, and that what is important in all this is not to 
lower our heads and not to lose the compass or confidence in the 
struggle as soon as the situation turns and a setback occurs, not 
to accept humiliation, not to be afraid of arrest, torture, or mar-
tyrdom, not to antagonize one another, not to divide our ranks 
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among workers, wage earners, peasants, the poor, women, 
youth, intellectuals, and creators, while our oppressor is more or-
ganized, aware of its interests, and determined to defend them 
than we are, and draws its strength from our weaknesses. 

This is the lesson. There is no victory without resistance, no 
resistance without organization, without planning, without set 
goals and sacrifices, and none of this without a conviction that 
unites all these elements into a solid and unified mass. Raise your 
heads, arm yourself with the will and determination of the Gazans, 
have faith in victory, and remember the words of your poet, the 
author of "The Will to Live": 

If I aspire to a goal 
I ride on hope and forget caution. 
I have not avoided the harshness of the reefs 
or the intensity of the burning flame. 
He who does not want to climb the mountains 
Will live forever among the pits. 

Tunis, January 23, 2025 
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Turkey Mustafa Yalçiner 
Party of Labour (EMEP) 

The Tyranny of the Erdoğan Government and 
the Rising Anti-Fascist Struggle in Turkey 

Erdoğan lost his parliamentary majority for the first time in 
June 2015 with the electoral defeat he suffered, but he won the 
new elections four months later and consolidated his power again 
by putting an end to the ‘peace process’ he had initiated, This in-
tensified the pressure and terror on all exploited and oppressed 
masses, the sharp point of which was to step up the war against 
the Kurds. In 2017, he established a ‘one-man’ regime by amending 
the Constitution through a fraudulent referendum and adopting a 
‘presidential system’. 

The March 2024 local elections were Erdoğan's second major 
defeat, with his ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP) losing 
the control of several large cities and falling to a second place. 
When it became clear that Ekrem İmamoğlu, the winner of two 
consecutive elections as Istanbul Metropolitan Mayor, would be 
the presidential candidate of the bourgeois opposition Republi-
can People’s Party (CHP), which Erdoğan sees as his main rival, he 
was subjected to a series of investigations, from charges of cor-
ruption to terror. He was portrayed as a criminal, with court cases 
coming after one another in March, with fabricated dossiers. 

Erdoğan's government is trying to block İmamoğlu from be-
ing the likely winner of the presidential elections under normal cir-
cumstances, and keep him out of politics. On 18 March, his univer-
sity diploma of 30 years ago was withdrawn by the Istanbul Uni-
versity Board of Directors, which has no authority, after the fac-
ulty administration refused to annul it – a university degree is a 
prerequisite for presidential candidates. On 19 March, İmamoğlu 
was detained and imprisoned along with more than 100 people, 
including two Istanbul district mayors and his executive team in 
the metropolitan municipality. The grounds for the arrest were lu-
dicrous: Only in a one-man regime would it be possible to accuse 
his main opponent of corruption, when the corruption of Erdoğan 
and his entourage, including AKP municipalities, runs into billions 
of dollars, and when it is known that Erdoğan, who started his 
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political career as a civil servant in the Istanbul municipality, has 
become one of the world's richest men. 

With this, the one-man rule aimed to eliminate İmamoğlu and 
seize the Istanbul Municipality - which has a huge economic capac-
ity and which it had ruled until 2019 with large scale corruption and 
speculation in real estate and other areas – and regain the eco-
nomic, financial, etc. opportunities it had lost, through a govern-
ment appointed trustee. 

The palace regime of the one-man rule managed to do this in 
13 other municipalities towns and districts in the last year alone by 
dismissing the elected mayors and appointing a trustee in their 
place. These municipalities include DEM Party municipalities of 
Kurdish provinces such as Hakkari, Van, Mardin, Batman, Siirt and 
the CHP-held district municipalities of Istanbul such as Esenyurt 
and Şişli. This practice not only targets the elected local represent-
atives and their right to be elected, but also effectively nullifies 
the people’s will and right to vote. 

The one-man rule planned to appoint trustees not only in Is-
tanbul, but also in Ankara and a number of other large cities held 
by the bourgeois opposition. It also planned to have the last con-
gress of the CHP, in which the current leadership was elected, can-
celled on the grounds that there were alleged irregularities. It cal-
culated that this would get rid of the imminent threat to itself by 
leading this party to a new congress with the trustee it would ap-
point and with a new administration in harmony with the one-man 
rule. It aimed to complete the formation of a fascist political re-
gime that would also secure Erdoğan's re-election as president un-
der conditions where it believed that the exploited and oppressed 
masses would be intimidated and their struggles suppressed. This 
was the plan of the one-man rule when İmamoğlu was detained. 

The AKP and its fascist partner the Nationalist Movement 
Party (MHP) could not find any other way to maintain the one-
man regime under the existing conditions of rapidly deteriorating 
living and working conditions. This increased the discontent and 
reactions of the exploited and oppressed masses, which led to 
their relatively fast loss of mass support. What they did was to in-
crease repression and tyranny. 

Erdoğan's order of intensified exploitation through his cor-
rupt monopoly began to falter in the mid-2010s. Turkey entered 
an economic crisis in the summer of 2018 which lasted for part of 
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2019. Last year, industrial production and economic growth were 
negative for two quarters and remained static for the whole year. 
While industrial production and the economy followed an unsta-
ble course with ups and downs, the economic policy based on 
cheap labour and exports led to a significant decline in the share 
of the workers and labourers in the country's total income. High 
inflation, fuelled by Erdoğan's fiscal and economic policies, has 
caused real wages and incomes to plummet even further.  

In the last three years, labour's share of the GDP has fallen by 
5 percentage points. The minimum wage (around $580 per month 
as of the end of March), which has become the average wage, is 
now below the hunger line. Collective agreements for workers in 
the public sector imposed wages 20 percentage points below of-
ficial inflation, while in reality the real inflation rate is twice as high 
(75% as opposed to 38% in March). Workers only received wage 
increases above inflation in exceptional cases through hard-
fought strikes, many of which have been banned and attacked by 
security forces. The average pension is dismal, only $368, and is 
not even enough to meet the most basic needs, when the lowest 
rent in Istanbul, for example, is $600-700. Farming, apart from 
large-scale capitalist agriculture, has been crippled, with most 
peasants unable or unwilling to cultivate because it is not cost-ef-
fective. 

Everybody knows that the banks and monopolies are making 
huge profits, and Erdoğan is allocating large sums of money in the 
form of tax cuts, incentives and treasury guarantees to big busi-
nesses on his side. They operate large infrastructures tendered 
with the ‘build and operate’ model, while working people and pen-
sioners are denied even the inflation level wage increases, leading 
to a rise in discontent of the exploited masses. 

Especially since the local elections of March 2024, seeing that 
economic, political and social conditions are working against him, 
Erdoğan has increased his aggression as the only way to maintain 
his power. He is trying to hold on to power through the judiciary 
under his control, and he is now ruling the country under an unde-
clared state of emergency, attacking the smallest demand for 
rights, banning strikes and arresting even those who have a criti-
cal view of him in social media. 

Towards the end of last year, dismissals and arrests of elected 
leaders in the municipalities and the appointment of trustees has 
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been extended from Kurdish regions to other districts held by the 
bourgeois opposition party, CHP. This is to try to put political rivals 
in a difficult situation and restrict their room for manoeuvre, as 
well as to exploit the political, economic and financial opportuni-
ties of those local administrations. Thus, the one-man regime 
moved towards limiting and dismissing İmamoğlu, the main rival 
as the presidential candidate. 

Since 2015, Erdoğan has been fully cooperating with Turkey's 
oldest and most powerful fascist party, MHP, forming an alliance 
with it in order to establish a fascist dictatorship, by the fascistisa-
tion of his one-man regime, which he has accelerated in the last 
few years.  

With the 2017 referendum, Erdoğan has gathered all power in 
his hands and is now ruling the country with a ‘one-man rule’ sys-
tem called the ‘presidential administration system’. He has gradu-
ally disabled the Parliament in favour of the executive, appointing 
hierarchical administrative institutions himself, and linking the ju-
diciary to the executive, dismissing judges who make unfavoura-
ble decisions and issuing presidential decrees. With the support of 
the MHP he holds a slim majority in the Parliament. However, not 
deeming even such a form of government sufficient to realise his 
aims, he is planning for a new constitutional amendment, and he 
has turned to reinforcing it with new reactionary laws that he has 
been constantly enacting in the last few years.  

For example, one of his latest laws, the renewal of the Law on 
the State Supervisory Board, gives Erdoğan the power to dismiss 
all central and local state officials and replace them with those 
close to him through the decisions of this board, which he directly 
appoints, without any judicial decision or supervision. With this 
new law, the Board can also dismiss and replace the managers and 
employees of professional organisations such as trade unions, co-
operatives, bar associations, etc. In addition to the policy and 
practice of trusteeship, this is another step towards the fascistisa-
tion of the administration and the permanence of the palace re-
gime and the de facto elimination of the right to vote and be 
elected. Another example is the reintroduction of the law ‘punish-
ing as terrorists those who are not members of a terrorist organisa-
tion, but who are associated with it or who take actions in its inter-
est, for example, by expressing ideas and opinions in this direction’, 
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which was enacted by Erdoğan but annulled by the Constitutional 
Court upon the objection of the CHP. 

In this process, Erdoğan's one-man rule was preparing to 
launch another attack. The last Kurdish initiative, using the propa-
ganda that it aims to bring about ‘peace’, was put on the agenda 
as part of the attempt to fascistise the regime, along with interna-
tional and, especially, regional developments. By raising expecta-
tions of resolving the Kurdish question, it aimed to draw the Kurd-
ish national movement and the Kurdish people to its side, or at 
least to remove a part of them from the front being formed 
against the one-man regime. This is the calculation of the palace 
regime headed by Erdoğan, but whether this calculation will hold 
or not is a separate problem and it does not seem easy to main-
tain. 

With this judicial operation, the government is trying to divide 
the opposition, while trying to criminalise İmamoğlu and to turn 
the CHP, which it considers its closest rival, into an opposition 
loyal to itself, and to fascistise the regime. 

After the 2023 general elections, the CHP changed its leader-
ship, and the conflict between the CHP's old and new leadership 
is being utilised as a ground to divide it. In addition is using the 
rivalry between the mayors of Istanbul and Ankara, who have long 
been competing for CHP’s presidential candidacy, and both of 
whom poll higher support than Erdoğan. 

Another move to divide the opposition is being carried out 
through the Kurdish question: In October, the leader of the fascist 
party MHP, Devlet Bahçeli, called on the PKK leader Abdullah 
Öcalan to disarm and dissolve his organisation in an effort to cre-
ate expectations in the Kurdish movement, which collaborated 
with the CHP in the last local elections. This was presented as a 
‘call for peace’. 

However, this ‘process’, which is not even called the ‘peace 
process’, does not involve any commitment by the government to 
recognise any national rights of the Kurds. It claims that ‘no nego-
tiations can be made with terrorists’, and is being carried out 
through talks with Öcalan, who has been held in a special prison 
for over 25 years. It aims to isolate the Kurdish opposition from 
the social opposition. The ‘process of PKK's dissolvement and sur-
render’ was put on the agenda for two reasons: 1) to ‘strengthen 
the external front’ by neutralising the Rojava Kurds in anticipation 
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of the developments in Syria, and 2) to ‘strengthen the internal 
front’ by dividing the opposition. The aim is to bring the Syrian 
Kurds under control and to make a constitutional amendment 
that will allow Erdoğan to become ‘president for life’ by talking 
about ‘peace’ without meeting any of the Kurds’ demands and by 
drawing their opposition and the People’s Equality and Democ-
racy Party (DEM Party) to the side of the ruling bloc. 

* * * 

Before İmamoğlu was placed in custody, the CHP, in order to 
fend off the move against itself, had initiated the process of de-
claring him as the official presidential candidate by mobilising its 
two million members through a primary election. The CHP ex-
pected that a presidential candidate would not be arrested, but 
this was not the case.  

After the arrest, as a show of strength and popular support 
for İmamoğlu, the CHP had primary election ballot boxes for its 
members as well as ‘solidarity boxes’ for non-members, calling on 
all people to cast their votes to show their support. Under the con-
ditions of the tension created, İmamoğlu received full support of 
CHP members in the primary elections, and a total of almost 16 
million votes were cast. 

However, the turning point was not the ballot boxes but the 
resistance of the people, which erupted with largely spontaneous 
demonstrations. What sparked the explosive social opposition 
movement was that after İmamoğlu was detained, a mass of 6-7 
thousand youth organised by communist and revolutionary stu-
dents at Istanbul University, Turkey's oldest and longest-estab-
lished university, broke through several police barricades set up in 
front of them and started demonstrations in front of the Istanbul 
Municipality building in Saraçhane, where the CHP leader was pre-
sent.  

With their discontent with the extraordinarily difficult living 
conditions and future insecurity triggered by İmamoğlu's deten-
tion, young people transformed the large area in front of the Is-
tanbul Municipality into an arena of resistance with demands and 
slogans directly targeting the one-man rule. With young people 
from other universities reaching out and joining in, and with the 
encouragement arising from people going onto the streets, the 
CHP leadership called on the people to gather in front of the 
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Istanbul Municipality and not to surrender it to the trustees that 
the one-man rule planned to appoint. Our party and certain revo-
lutionary parties had already called to assemble in Saraçhane, with 
these calls supported by other bourgeois opposition parties, and 
it became the scene of demonstrations day and night for a week, 
attracting more than half a million people at its height. 

On the first day of the demonstrations in front of the munici-
pality, before addressing the people from the CHP election bus, 
the CHP leader Özgür Özel gave the microphone to a member of 
the leadership of the youth organisation of our Party, whom he 
saw leading the students from Istanbul University entering the 
area. The CHP leader then addressed the masses, which was enliv-
ened by our comrade's speech, and ended with the call for a ‘Gen-
eral Strike, General Resistance’. Even though the police detained 
and arrested 200 young people, including our comrade in Istanbul 
the same night, the spark was lit.  

The critical threshold was crossed when the spark lit by the 
march and demonstration initiated by the youth from Istanbul 
University spread rapidly, first to other universities and gradually 
to the masses of people. It was the determined resistance of the 
masses, which erupted by overcoming the police barricades, that 
halted the planned route towards fascism and disrupted the plot 
to appoint trustees to the Istanbul Municipality. The CHP empha-
sises the significance of 16 million votes that came out of the bal-
lot boxes it had set up, but it should be noted that without the 
recent mass demonstrations, the setting up of the ballot boxes 
would not have been possible, nor the prevention of appointment 
of trustees for the Istanbul Municipality and the CHP. 

The demonstrations sparked at Istanbul University spread to 
other universities in Istanbul and other cities, especially in Ankara 
and Izmir, disrupting Erdoğan’s plans and calculations. Despite 
the arrest of İmamoğlu and the seizure of the administration of 
two important districts of Istanbul, the one-man rule failed to 
achieve its main goals, which included seizing the administration 
of the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality and taking new and per-
haps final steps towards the construction of fascism by cancelling 
the last congress of the main opposition party, dismissing its ad-
ministration and appointing its own men in its place. 

* * * 
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At present we can speak of four main dynamics of struggle in 
the country. 

The first is the workers' movement, which is the objective ba-
sis of our party, the main force for radical social change in the 
country. Although it is not sufficiently organised, it is developing 
with its demands for various social and economic rights, especially 
wages, trade union and increasingly political freedom, etc. It is still 
developing locally and unfortunately has a weak tendency to 
unite and centralise on a national scale. However, the slogan ‘Gen-
eral Strike, General Resistance’, which our party has been raising as 
a propaganda slogan for some time, has begun to be voiced 
within the rising social movement and has begun to gain a certain 
prevalence. 

Secondly, although its tendency to unite with the labour 
movement is not yet strong, a mass youth movement, which has 
been forcibly suppressed so far, is on the rise in almost all univer-
sities of the country.  

It is gaining strength from the conditions of the rise of the so-
cial opposition as well as paving its way by being in the frontline 
and forming its main mass base and street power. In a number of 
universities, such as Istanbul University, the youth has been par-
ticipating in the opposition demonstrations and protests, target-
ing the regime by providing an important mass base and breaking 
through police barricades. In most universities where boycotts 
are now on the agenda, with the participation of faculty members, 
the youth is in a position to organise itself into a boycott depart-
ment by department and resistance committees to centralise and 
coordinate the movement, even if it is not yet strong enough on 
the scale of universities. 

The third is the bourgeois opposition led by the CHP: as the 
struggle for the regime of the country gains importance, it is ca-
pable of dragging other opposition bourgeois parties, including 
conservative organisations, and is composed of bourgeois demo-
crats and ideologically reactionary tendencies and individuals, 
with a pronounced nationalism and represented mainly by the 
CHP. Due to the fact that it is also targeted by the one-man regime 
and above all because it has no other choice, it opposes the exist-
ing regime to an unprecedented extent. 

In the face of the one-man regime, which has burnt down all 
bridges by targeting the party and its presidential candidate, it 
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seems that the CHP has also taken a similar route and launched a 
life-and-death struggle. As never before, the speeches and calls of 
its leaders, starting with its chairman, have been criminalised; TV 
channels that report on them are closed down; journalists who re-
port on them are detained or arrested; and the demonstrations 
organised by them are banned. This party, whose presidential can-
didate has been imprisoned, whose congresses have been alleged 
to have irregularities and face the risk of being cancelled, is forced 
to call the people to the streets, as it has never done before, and 
to try to unite with the people in order to keep control. 

The fourth is the Kurdish national opposition with its bour-
geois democratic character, whose struggle for equal national 
rights is supported by our party. 

As an opposition focus, there are three elements in Turkey to-
day: the first is the revolutionary opposition, including our party; 
the second is the Turkish nationalist reformist bourgeois opposi-
tion; and the third is the nationalist Kurdish opposition. 

As can be expected, their demands, programmes and ap-
proaches are different. Our party defends a popular democracy 
and popular sovereignty open to anti-imperialism and socialism, 
and for this purpose a line of struggle based on the urgent eco-
nomic and democratic demands of the workers and labourers. 
The bourgeois opposition party CHP's target is limited to changing 
Erdoğan and his one-man regime and replacing it with the familiar 
parliamentary regime, with the claim that it will be ‘strengthened’. 
The Kurdish opposition, on the other hand, prioritises demands 
for equal national rights, and this ‘priority’ is usually shaped in 
such a way as to either close its eyes completely to other demands 
or put them very much on the back burner. As in Istanbul, ap-
pointed trustee policies targeting the bourgeois opposition and 
aiming to nullify the will of the people by ignoring their right to 
vote had targeted the Kurdish national movement from the very 
beginning, and trustees were appointed to nearly ten of the mu-
nicipalities in Kurdish provinces. Also its armed forces continue to 
be attacked and its specific national demands have not been met. 
For all these reasons, the Kurdish national opposition, which until 
recently collaborated with the bourgeois opposition in its ranks, 
considers itself close to the social opposition. This was expressed 
by its two co-chairs, who declared their support for the opposition 
in the face of the latest injustice and attacks. However, the 
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Kurdish national opposition, as an organisation - although many 
Kurds individually participate in social protests and demonstra-
tions - has so far not taken part in the ranks of the social opposi-
tion and in demonstrations and protests with its whole body. Alt-
hough the Kurdish national opposition exaggerated the calls of 
the fascist MHP party and became ambivalent, expecting peace 
and remained inactive, it must be said that it did not completely 
fall for the ‘peace process’ game of the one-man regime. 

Anti-imperialism is limited to the revolutionary opposition. 
The poverty and misery of the people has led the bourgeois oppo-
sition to articulate certain urgent demands of the people, but this 
is only aimed at getting the support of the masses. On the other 
hand, overthrowing the one-man regime and preventing the at-
tempt to establish a fascist dictatorship is also a need for our 
party. Today, the struggle in which the CHP takes part effectively 
aims to put an end to the one-man regime, and opposing the at-
tacks of the palace regime and liquidating this regime is the de-
mand that leads all three opposition centres to fight together. 

The CHP's agitation also includes an end to poverty and mis-
ery, and aims to put an end to Erdoğan's rule without touching 
imperialism, the monopolies and the question of exploitation. It 
emphasises the demand for political democracy, equality before 
the law, and the fight against injustice, and its main slogan is 
‘Rights, Law, Justice’. The CHP demands rights, law and political 
democracy mainly for itself and its candidate İmamoğlu in the face 
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of the injustices targeting him as its presidential candidate and its 
mayors. However, in order to get the public behind it, it is forced 
to say that “the problem is not only one of İmamoğlu, but also the 
problem of the people's freedom of choice” and cannot avoid gen-
eralising it, even if it is limited to the political sphere. Even in the 
case of generalisation, it identifies the injustice targeting İmamo-
ğlu with the injustice that the people face with the denial of their 
political rights as well as the usurpation of their rights in the social 
sphere and the social injustices that far exceed this, and it tries to 
make the public into a mass of people who should rally behind 
İmamoğlu, who are tasked with defending him. 

Injustice is surely a problem for the workers and labourers, and 
of course for our party, and we support the demand for law and 
justice against the denial of the political, economic and social rights 
of the working people. However, it is important to remember that 
people went into the streets in their millions in more than 70 cities 
not just because of a verbal demand for justice, but because they 
were overwhelmed by the more deep-rooted problems that con-
demned them to hunger. In other words, the main driving force 
that mobilised the people was not only the injustices but also the 
working and living conditions that caused the discontent and reac-
tions of the labourers. The unbearable hardships add the demand 
for bread to the demand for justice and make it necessary for the 
resistance to rise to the urgent demands of the people. 

The basis for the mass rise of the social opposition is in fact 
the difficult conditions in which the people are forced to work and 
live, which have made their urgent economic, social and political 
demands vital, but this is also the main weakness of the growing 
social movement. The masses of the people have risen up because 
of their immediate demands; however, because of their inclina-
tion to think within the system, the lack of confidence in their own 
power, they went into the streets against the injustice suffered by 
İmamoğlu, whom the reformist bourgeois opposition has led 
them to identify with their economic, social and political injus-
tices. The exploited and oppressed masses, with the perception 
of ‘if this injustice is done to İmamoğlu, more can be done to me’ 
is dominant. Unfortunately, they do not yet realise that the real 
power for change is in themselves and their struggle, and that this 
struggle can increase on the basis of their communities and espe-
cially in their workplaces. 
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The most important weakness of the movement at the mo-
ment, beside the lack of consciousness, is that the working class 
is not participating in the social movement as an independent and 
powerful force through its organisation and struggle in the facto-
ries and workplaces, and that the struggle for the immediate de-
mands of the exploited masses and the struggle against the pal-
ace rule and its attacks are not united. This is also a precondition 
for the participation of ever-widening sections of the masses in 
the struggle and for the successful progress of the struggle. 

Our Party is trying to overcome this weakness through the 
propaganda, agitation and organisational work that it is intensify-
ing, especially in the workplaces, in order to equip the working 
class with class consciousness in the process of the development 
of the rising social movement: The sharp point of the struggle of 
the exploited and oppressed masses is directed towards the over-
throw of the one-man regime by preventing fascistisation, but it 
should be extended to the struggle against the domination of the 
monopolies, to end monopoly exploitation and impositions and 
imperialist domination, starting from the immediate demands 
based on the workplaces.  

What will determine the success or failure of the social move-
ment today is whether or not the exploited masses take up the 
struggle for their own urgent demands in the workplaces in order 
to put their own stamp on the movement. Of course, our Party is 
not abandoning the streets and is participating in the street move-
ments, especially with its youth. On the other hand, since protest 
actions are not sufficient to bring about regime change, and in or-
der to eliminate the main weakness of the movement, our party 
has concentrated its efforts at mobilising the working class 
through urgent demands in the workplaces. It has taken a step 
back from the slogan ‘General Strike, General Resistance’, without 
giving it up completely and without ceasing to use it in its propa-
ganda and agitation, leaving it to be transformed into a slogan of 
action by concrete developments. This is also the objective need 
and the way to realise this slogan. 

The bourgeois reformist opposition insists on emphasising 
elections and the ballot box, arguing that in other countries 
‘autocratic regimes have been overthrown by popular uprisings, but 
in our country the book on non-violent change of power will be 
written’. 
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The Kurdish opposition cannot remain indifferent to the de-
mand and struggle for bread, since the Kurdish poor, who consti-
tute its base, are among those most affected by the extraordinar-
ily difficult working and living conditions. Also, the main factor 
that led the DEM co-chairs to declare their support for the ongo-
ing social opposition is that the demand and struggle for equal na-
tional rights is part of the struggle for general equality of rights 
and democratisation of the country. Faced with problems and 
threats in connection with regional and international develop-
ments, taking into account what it considers the usefulness of the 
so-called ‘peace’ calls coming from the AKP-MHP alliance and the 
possibility of a ‘positive’ compromise with the one-man regime in 
terms of the Kurdish question, the Kurdish movement is still hesi-
tant to join the anti-fascist social movement and considers that its 
priority is to achieve ‘social peace’, which it assumes can be real-
ised through the one-man rule targeted by this movement. 

* * * 

While the working and living conditions that are pushing the 
exploited and oppressed masses into struggle are becoming in-
creasingly intolerable, the resistance on a national scale, which is 
increasing and not subsiding in the current conditions of intensi-
fied tyranny, together with the tendencies to struggle, expresses 
itself with the slogan ‘End Erdoğan’s power’ (‘Tayyip Resign’) and 
has developed with protests, demonstrations and university boy-
cotts across the country. It is the desire of the majority of the peo-
ple of Turkey to get rid of Erdoğan and his government, who 
wants to eliminate his main rival for the presidency, İmamoğlu, as 
well as to establish a fascist dictatorship by silencing the opposi-
tion and the entire population. This is evidenced by the hundreds 
of thousands of people who gathered around the Istanbul City 
Hall every day for a week, and by the demonstrations across the 
country, despite the bans on meetings and demonstrations and 
the road closures. 

The tyranny of the government led to the call to take to the 
streets and overcome the barricades, perhaps for the first time in 
its history, by the youth-encouraged leader of the CHP, which 
prides itself on being the ‘founding party of the state’, but mainly 
by the people, emboldened by seeing their own strength as they 
took to the streets. An atmosphere of resistance is prevailing in 
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almost all cities and the attempt of one-man rule to crush the so-
cial opposition and the opposition's resistance against tyranny, 
which is developing with mutual shows of strength, is going 
through critical days. 

CHP leader Özel declares that ‘the legal coup against the peo-
ple and themselves has been prevented’, which is not true. What is 
true is that the anti-democratic move of the one-man regime is 
being resisted, but the ‘coup’ is far from being prevented and the 
struggle has just begun. 

The Erdoğan regime did not intervene in the demonstrations 
with mass participation of hundreds of thousands of people, but 
rather intervened with tear gas and rubber bullets in the relatively 
small one. It tried to identify those who participated in the demon-
strations and especially those who led them; it raided their 
houses, arresting and detaining them. By the beginning of April, 
the number of detainees across Turkey exceeded two thousand 
and 316 of them, mostly young people, have been placed in cus-
tody. Eight of our party militants are in custody. There are also 
those under house arrest and those the regime is trying to cap-
ture. 

Five - ten years ago the AKP received serious reaction interna-
tionally, for example, from the EU for its attacks, but its hands are 
now free in today's international conditions, and together with its 
partner MHP, it controls the army and police forces, as well as the 
judiciary and a parliamentary majority. Moreover, polls show that 
the one-man regime still enjoys almost 30% support among the 
people, even if its supporters are unravelling and beginning to 
question it. The one-man regime, which until recently controlled 
the main mass of the working class with the support of the trade 
union bureaucracy under its control, no longer has this luxury 
within the working class. In addition to losing its control over sig-
nificant sections of workers, who have been deprived of their eco-
nomic and social rights and have been pushed to the point of be-
ing unable to earn a living, there are fewer sections of workers 
who still defend the AKP and MHP, and a considerable number 
who, even if they have not completely broken away from these 
parties, have started to question the injustices. However, we still 
have before us the task not only of winning the working class into 
the ranks of the social opposition, but of putting it at the head of 
the democratic opposition as the most consistent democratic 
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force and the most numerous section of the population. Without 
such a transformation of the working class, the triumph of democ-
racy in Turkey is either a very small possibility or can only be half-
realised. 

We are still at the beginning of the unification of private sec-
tor workers with public workers and peasants as well as the youth 
turning towards the working class. Moreover, it is an important 
weakness of the rising movement that the CHP, which until re-
cently never spoke about anything other than elections and the 
ballot box, and which is absolutely incapable of including the peo-
ple and providing them with appropriate forms of organisation, 
continues to be the most dominant force of the movement for the 
time being. The overcoming of spontaneous organisations, on the 
other hand, is indispensable for the permanence and develop-
ment of the movement. These are problems to be solved within 
the development of the movement and this situation makes it dif-
ficult to make predictions about the direction of the movement's 
development. 

It appears that there is little prospect of the social opposition 
subsiding without the crushing of the popular movement or the 
end of Erdoğan's rule. Both the government and the bourgeois 
opposition, although they may seek a series of compromises, are 
in a state of tension: if the government gives up its repression or 
the bourgeois opposition gives up its resistance, they would be 
declaring their own end, and there is a strong possibility that nei-
ther the government's tyranny nor the bourgeois opposition will 
give up the struggle. The masses for the time being are participat-
ing in the movement under strong bourgeois influences, far from 
being organised around their own interests and their own imme-
diate demands. However, it would not be surprising if the masses, 
and especially the youth, with its widespread participation, as well 
as its tendency to quickly overcome its lack of organisation, will 
become more aware of themselves, their demands and their 
power in the course of the struggle, and that their resolve will 
deepen and become permanent. Our Party is doing its best for 
such an ideological and political transformation. 

March 2025 
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United States American Party of Labor 

Election 2024: Fascism is at the Gates  
“The American workers will not follow the bourgeoisie. 

They will be with us, for civil war against the bourgeoisie… I 
also recall the words of one of the most beloved leaders of the 

American proletariat, Eugene Debs, who wrote in the Appeal 
to Reason, I believe towards the end of 1915, in the article 

‘What Shall I Fight For’ that he, Debs, would rather be shot 
than vote credits for the present criminal and reactionary war; 

that he, Debs, knows of only one holy and, from the proletar-
ian standpoint, legitimate war, namely: the war against the 

capitalists, the war to liberate mankind from wage-slavery.”  
V.I. Lenin, Letter to American Workers (1918) 

As the 2024 election cycle draws to a close, as Marxist-Lenin-
ists we again declare our opposition to the farcical circus that is 
bourgeois electoralism. We endorse no bourgeois candidates and 
support no arguments for lesser evil electoralism. Whether it is 
the bipartisan “civility” found in the 2024 Vice Presidential debate 
where fascist candidate J.D. Vance and run-of-the-mill imperialist 
Tim Walz patted each other on the back, Harris’ declarations that 
transgender healthcare is not of concern to her and that voters 
will have to accept her support for Israel’s genocide in Palestine, 
or the Democratic Party’s tactic of allowing the GOP to implement 
antisocial policies while quietly continuing those policies when 
their turn at the helm comes, we can find no shred of progress in 
capitalist power-sharing schemes.  

Through the use of gerrymandering, lobbying, and mass me-
dia, the bourgeoisie deftly block any and all attempts at reform-
ism. Aside from the historical example of political bargaining 
whereby the bourgeoisie, fearful of a revolution, grants conces-
sions to the working classes under the banner of social democ-
racy, we are left lacking in examples of meaningful change within 
the confines of liberal electoral politics. In fact, these concessions 
are typically wrapped in red tape and full of disqualifying clauses, 
in addition to being gradually stripped away by the states that do 
give them. To further illustrate the disparity of power between 
workers and capitalists, even liberal academics have 



INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF ML PARTIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

164 | UNITY & STRUGGLE 

acknowledged the futility of voting in effecting change, declaring 
in academic terms that no democracy exists in the United States 
and that the average worker has near-zero influence on the polit-
ical process. Thus, no matter which party wins at the ballot in a 
bourgeois dictatorship, the proletariat always loses. Marx said it 
best: every few years the people get the choice to decide which 
member of the ruling class misrepresents them. 

It has been established that voting on the national level has 
little to no effect on addressing the issues faced by the working 
classes. That said, while it is our duty to not take the high-sound-
ing, empty slogans provided by bourgeois propagandists at face 
value, we must grapple with their rhetoric to find what kernels of 
genuine intent lie behind the façade. To broadly dismiss all bour-
geois messaging as mere posturing and to pretend that the status 
quo will hold forever is to engage in dogmatism, is to reject dia-
lectical and historical materialism, is to mislead the masses and set 
back the cause of revolution.  

“What would happen if capital succeeded in smashing the Re-
public of Soviets? There would set in an era of the blackest reac-
tion in all the capitalist and colonial countries, the working class 
and the oppressed peoples would be seized by the throat, the po-
sitions of international communism would be lost.” Joseph Stalin, 
Report at The Seventh Enlarged Plenum of the E.C.C.I. 

To be clear: we are finally in the midst of a resurrection of the 
communist movement after decades of setback by Browderites, 
Khruschevites, Marcyites, Eurocommunists, and all other colors of 
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revisionists. But this resurrection is not taking place in a bubble. 
The forces of the revolution are still in the process of growing 
their numbers, raising their level of education and militancy, and 
building trust with the masses, as we have seen with the record 
growth of the union movement and the heroism of the student 
movement in standing with Palestine. And while it is true that we 
are currently observing a crisis of the upper classes in the United 
States, questions remain about the preparedness of both the var-
ious communist parties to lead, as well as the masses’ prepared-
ness to fight. Where are the large unions that can be mobilized for 
a general strike? Where are the soldiers who have prepared to 
throw their lot against their imperialist commanders? How many 
seasoned cadres do we have? And what level of discourse are 
mass organizations operating at? Workers’ organizations across 
the United States are dealing with a lack of infrastructure and ri-
gor in organizing that should have been cultivated ten, fifteen, 
twenty years ago – and they are doing so under the encroaching 
storm clouds of fascism, impending world war, and climate col-
lapse. A cursory examination reveals that we need more time and 
twice as much effort on the part of every revolutionary to suc-
ceed. To allow a misstep in either theory or practice at this crucial 
stage would doubtless result in a defeat for the proletariat an or-
der of magnitude worse than in the previous century. To use a 
phrase coined by the author Martin Empson for his book of the 
same name and adapted from Luxemburg’s famous quote: social-
ism or extinction. 

But it is not a mere matter of organizing and outreach – we 
must carefully consider our message to the masses while staying 
vigilant to avoid falling into error. The fundamentally incorrect po-
sition of declaring Harris to be equal to Trump would only serve to 
injure, and as implemented by some of our contemporaries, has 
already injured the relationship of the working masses to various 
communist organizations. To state that a craven dime-a-dozen im-
perialist politician represents the same kind of threat to the work-
ing class as a fascist demagogue is to insult the working class’s in-
telligence and argue they are incapable of perceiving existential 
threats to their existence. What do we mean by this? Donald 
Trump represents the momentary leader of the openly reaction-
ary bourgeoisie. He and his running mate have declared to the 
world their list of targets to violently remove from the American 
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political scene: 20 million alleged undocumented people, legal im-
migrants of various nationalities, the “radical left,” women who 
do not adhere to traditional gender roles, and members of the 
LGBTQIA+ community, among others. He and his cohorts previ-
ously attempted to overturn the results of the 2020 Election, de-
claring intentions to pardon those convicted for their involvement 
on Jan. 6, 2021, and have threatened to contest the 2024 Election 
“violently” if they lose. These are not empty threats, as evidenced 
by two developments in particular: Trump v. United States (2024), 
and the former President and co.‘s involvement with Project 2025. 

In light of the above, the correct answer is neither to become 
a sycophant of the Democratic Party, which also represents the 
interests of our class oppressors and continues to enable unjust 
wars and genocide. Quite the opposite: it is a necessity that we 
double our criticisms of this compromising party given the false 
consciousness it pushes to the American workers, and emphasize 
the importance of building up independent proletarian political 
power. To quote Marx: “Even where there is no prospect of 
achieving their election the workers must put up their own candi-
dates to preserve their independence, to gauge their own 
strength and to bring their revolutionary position and party stand-
point to public attention. They must not be led astray by the 
empty phrases of the democrats, who will maintain that the work-
ers’ candidates will split the democratic party and offer the forces 
of reaction the chance of victory. All such talk means, in the final 
analysis, that the proletariat is to be swindled.”  

We must scrutinize the correctness of our line with twice the 
effort, and double our organizing and education efforts. We must 
field our own candidates for greater public reach at every level of 
electoral politics, and build up instruments of proletarian culture 
and proletarian news outlets. We must combat the inheritance of 
the student movement’s fixation on organizing exclusively on 
campuses; we must branch out and agitate directly among the 
working masses, among the unions, and among veterans. Time is 
of the essence, and we have a world to win. 

March 2025 
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Venezuela Marxist-Leninist Communist 
Party of Venezuela – PCMLV 

Imperialist Decomposition and Fascistization,  
a Reality to be Faced 

The international proletariat must observe reality very care-
fully and not allow itself to be confused by the shifts in the policy 
of the financial oligarchy, now accelerated from the United States 
by the Trump administration and its servants. 

With a program of arbitrariness and distancing itself from the 
old bureaucratic practices, the bourgeois political leadership of 
the extreme right is taking control of some governments and 
showing its reactionary face without ambiguity, violating laws and 
even calling into question its own Political Constitution, interna-
tional treaties and human rights, hypocritically considered inviola-
ble until a while ago. 

We can clearly see that a rapid change is taking place in the 
forms of the exploitative system, which do not affect its (class) 
content, but rather purify the capitalist-imperialist essence of the 
bourgeois state on the way to its most extreme class form. 

Regardless of the form it takes in each situation and in each 
country, which must certainly be taken into account, imperialism, 
as the highest stage of capitalism, is obliged to increase its exploi-
tative, violent and warmongering essence, aimed at achieving the 
maximum plundering of the proletariat and peoples worldwide, 
to increase the rate of surplus value. The profits of the multi-mil-
lionaires have risen to unbelievable levels, pushing the gap be-
tween the richest exploiters and the majority of the exploited to 
extremes to satisfy the needs of capital. 

In its deepest crises, as now, imperialism resorts to internal 
repression and external military aggression, as they did before. 
They are doing it today and they will do it tomorrow, as long as 
capitalism exists, in an attempt to achieve the dream of total con-
trol of society and at the same time revive the economic cycle of 
capital; it is already on the verge of a recession and then surely of 
a great depression. Then, as a response of the modes of produc-
tion in decline, in decomposition, the terrorist dictatorship of the 
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ruling class emerges, as happened with the old empires, and as is 
also happening with imperialism. 

In the highest phase of capitalism, this class dictatorship takes 
on a particular and extreme form: fascism. It does not appear one 
day out of nowhere, but is the result of the process of decompo-
sition of imperialism. It develops with the gradual normalization 
of violence and daily bourgeois revenge against the proletariat, 
expressed in its super-exploitation, the elimination of rights, per-
secution of the workers. They are already openly taken as ene-
mies, with forms of xenophobia and racism, the expulsion and ex-
treme punishment of migrants, treated as "invaders" or "terror-
ists", without the formality of a trial. The masters of 1% of capital 
seek arbitrary, direct control of all organs of power. 

The extreme right applies all kinds of anti-democratic distor-
tions within society in the face of the fear of the "invasion" of the 
exploited, showing its terror and preparing itself for the natural 
and inevitable actions of response, both peaceful and violent, of 
the oppressed and their progressive leap to the revolutionary 
road. 

The tariff offensive, and the "diplomacy" of impositions, 
launched by Trump in his reactionary dream of the U.S. resuming 
its old industrial strength and ending up concentrating all eco-
nomic, political, and military control in the hands of the U.S. multi-
millionaires, leads him to accelerate the confrontation and pro-
voke a more acute decomposition of the world capitalist-imperial-
ist system. This will have very profound negative effects, mainly 
on the workers, but also on the petty bourgeoisie and some sec-
tions of the declining big bourgeoisie. This will push the other im-
perialist powers, the dependent countries and the popular 
masses into struggle in the short term, exponentially intensifying 
the fundamental contradictions of imperialism. It will open the 
doors to wars and revolutions, products of the deterioration in 
the living conditions of the proletariat, and as a direct conse-
quence of these, a situation of generalized struggle. 

From various events we can conclude that the objective of the 
current US administration is not to divide the US-EU bloc and iso-
late itself within its borders, as some believe. On the contrary, its 
policy is aimed at consolidating it, but under absolute US leader-
ship that is totally centralized, unquestioned and authoritarian. It 
no longer pretends that there are conditions of equality, or 
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conviction or internal democracy, but a policy of total submission, 
openly dictatorial, with absolute leadership of the big extreme-
right bourgeoisie. This is concentrated in the United States, which 
claims to be the center of command in that bloc, depriving Ger-
many and France, the leaders of the E.U. and NATO, of their pre-
tense of shared leadership or equality in the leadership of that im-
perialist bloc. In the face of this, its traditional allies resent it and 
express varying levels of discontent, but meanwhile new lackeys 
are emerging willing to faithfully serve their master in order to re-
solve the contradiction in favor of Trump and his group. But the 
other tendency is also responding. 

This is another expression of the internal contradictions be-
tween capitalist sections: they agree on the same line of oppres-
sive action against the proletariat and the dependent countries, 
but they settle scores with friction between the Keynesians and 
the neoliberals, between globalizers and protectionists, between 
NATOists and Europeanists, promoters of unipolarity or multipo-
larity, which is nothing more than the impossibility of coming to 
an agreement by traditional methods. Faced with the seriousness 
of the crisis, they become exasperated, thus opening up the need 
to resort to other, more aggressive tools to appropriate the prof-
its and control of businesses in the new stage of division of 
sources of raw materials, cheap labor and markets. They has al-
ready gone from apparently "peaceful" methods to openly violent 
means in several conflicts. 

Despite these nuanced differences between tendencies of 
the big international financial bourgeoisie, they seek to reach 
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minimal agreements and maintain unity as an imperialist bloc. This 
contradiction is expressed in the ups and downs of politics within 
both blocs, which is especially acute today in the U.S.-EU bloc, 
where there are differentiated trends and in a process of forced 
negotiation for its recomposition. 

To achieve the tactical goal of fully unifying the U.S.-E.U. bloc, 
Trump is working at this stage to show the weakness of the E.U. 
and let them know that alone they would be devoured, economi-
cally by China, militarily by Russia. 

By threatening to leave open the possibility of Russia having 
free action in Europe, Trump is making NATO and the E.U. realize 
their real weakness, leading them to accept the need, for their sur-
vival, to submit totally to the decisions of the large Yankee corpo-
rations and agree to a new division, handing over Ukrainian terri-
tories and money through tariffs. 

The division of land and wealth of the weakest pieces on the 
imperialist chessboard in the struggle for a new division of the 
world is normal and is clearly seen in Ukraine, which is being pre-
pared for division among the undoubtedly most powerful in that 
conflict, the U.S. and Russia, while the E.U. is struggling to get 
some crumbs of the spoils. 

The Trump administration is showing the E.U. that if big U.S. 
capital takes possession of Ukraine's rare earths and nuclear 
plants, it will be its main defense shield, it would be a mechanism 
of deterrent to Russia, because the Yankees will install their army 
in that territory, while they take over more of Ukraine. They will 
recover money invested, they will stop Russia, they will take ad-
vantage of the weakness and total submission of the EU to their 
designs. They will again advance in the consolidation of the US-EU 
bloc, but in a different way from the one proposed by the Demo-
crats; now the Republicans are carrying out a more authoritarian, 
aggressive and pragmatic policy together with the parties of the 
European extreme right. They are supported by Trump and by 
Musk's international propaganda apparatus, and are moving to-
wards control of governments in other countries and thus trying 
to complete the absolute economic, military and political leader-
ship of the U.S.-EU bloc by extreme right-wing forces. 

Donald Trump hopes, with his international policy, to advance 
towards an ultra-reactionary imperialist bloc totally and solely led 
by the U.S. oligarchy, using the international far-right, its capital, 
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especially his own and that of his family and friends. This policy 
aims to lead to a temporary division by regions, in the near future 
to control the rest of the Americas and the Middle East. That is 
why it is fighting China in the region; it is also attacking in the Mid-
dle East, with its spearhead in Israel and the oil monarchies. It is 
threatening Iran directly, and China and Russia indirectly. They 
have already taken out Syria in a very possible agreement of re-
gional division. 

They intend to leave to the China-Russia bloc in the Far East 
and Africa. They are dividing Ukraine with Russia and maintaining 
Taiwan's pressure on China, for now, showing this transitional pe-
riod to be a search for an agreed division, while preparing for the 
next stage. One could presume that this would be a period of at-
tempted total global control by military means, economic black-
mail and more direct promotion of the fascist extreme right, inter-
vening shamelessly in the electoral processes of other countries. 

The U.S.-E.U. bloc, with all its capacity totally subordinated to 
a single command, under the U.S. financial oligarchy, with the de-
pendent countries of those regions more subjugated than ever 
and the proletariat persecuted, is possibly the aim of the bour-
geoisie working in the current U.S. government management. 
These super-millionaires have decided to take economic, political 
and military control of the U.S.-E.U. in their own hands, without 
intermediaries, using totally authoritarian methods and without 
any tolerance toward democracy. This was to quickly move to the 
attempt to impose its model of monopoly capitalism of a totally 
centralized state in its hands at the global level, advancing in the 
division of the world, using threats, agreements, blackmail and 
wars to confront its rivals in the China-Russia bloc. 

All this leads us to point out that there are differences, but not 
antagonistic contradictions, between globalists and protection-
ists, between unipolarity and multipolarity, between the eco-
nomic and political elites of the great imperialist powers. There is 
a clear struggle over how to deal with this new phase of crisis and 
future depression, with the intention of accelerating the new divi-
sion of the world. 

It is also good to clarify that the imperialist options do not rep-
resent any reference point to be followed by the proletariat, 
which rather must take advantage of the situation of instability 
and contradiction between them to launch its own program and 
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prepare the masses for struggle. It must put itself at the forefront 
with actions that can unify the exploited against their common 
enemy and main danger, with a policy of unity, alliances and 
agreements, nationally and internationally, firmly based on Marx-
ist-Leninist theory and practice. 

The imperialist policy of aggressive advance will undoubtedly 
clearly accelerate the sharpening of the fundamental contradic-
tions of imperialism and will lead to threats or skirmishes between 
powers, in order to try to more grossly subdue the dependent 
countries and eliminate the rights of the proletariat. The reaction-
ary propaganda, together with repression, is intensifying for this. 
in order to try to impose one of the two imperialist economic 
models of state monopoly capitalism (Chinese/Russian or U.S.-
E.U.). This is accelerating the process of fascistization, but also, as 
a logical consequence of this, there is something very important: 
the increase of the fighting response of the proletariat and the 
oppressed peoples. We will not allow ourselves to be crushed 
peacefully, as has never happened, regardless of the weaknesses, 
errors or strengths of the vanguard and the parties that are work-
ing to play a role in the struggles. 

The proletariat must evaluate these situations and prepare it-
self, because undoubtedly the bourgeois way to apply these 
measures is the violent dictatorship of world finance capital, as re-
venge against the working class and the peoples: fascism. Now 
this is not only a reality in several countries, but there is a world-
wide impulse of fascistization, since the capitalist mode of pro-
duction in its imperialist phase has expanded to the entire world 
and seeks to control it absolutely. 

As we know, social democracy and reformism allow fascism 
to advance. Because of their democratic utopias, they do not con-
front the extreme right but let it grow, facilitating its advance. 
This, together with the bankruptcy of the welfare state, is the 
gateway for the right-wing extremist bourgeoisie, with its dema-
gogic discourse and its totalitarian project. This raises the level of 
demands for the international communist movement, and means 
that the tactic of the Marxist-Leninists cannot be a supposed 
"neutrality", nor support for the right; directly or indirectly. Ra-
ther, the policy defined by the Marxist-Leninist classics and the 
Communist International is a stage of building and consolidation 
of the anti-fascist popular front to first resist and then defeat 
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fascism, always proving to be the most consistent fighters for de-
mocracy and the rights of the people, against fascism and its 
spokespersons. 

It is good for proletarian revolutionaries to understand that 
just as the fascistization of society and the "normalization" of re-
actionary ideas advances through crises, the proletarian revolu-
tion can also advance. But this means denouncing reactionary pol-
icies, the attempt to make fascist ideas acceptable. The weakness 
and complacency of the reformists, who refuse to denounce and 
confront fascism, even concealing its existence, finds its expres-
sion in opportunist and revisionist ideas. They resist taking up a 
truly revolutionary approach with courage and honesty, some-
times going so far as to propose unity to the masses, not to con-
front fascism in its offensive, but to agree on deals with the most 
reactionary bourgeoisie. They lose the perspective of a common 
enemy and the main danger as defined by Stalin, in order to switch 
over to a supposed purity that isolates them in favor of the ad-
vance of the fascists. We have had experience of this in Venezuela. 

It is very important to point out, as the ICMLPO has stated, 
that we are living in a period marked by the process of fascistiza-
tion, which means a violent and profound onslaught against the 
democratic, labor and social rights of the majority. It threatens the 
workers, native peoples and migrants, increases repression, the 
extreme right-wing propaganda offensive, the open appearance 
of fascist ideas and symbolism, whitewashing the past and pre-
sent practices of the Nazi-fascist type, excluding and repressing 
progressive and communist proposals, advancing open anti-com-
munism, in general openly accepting fascist proposals and prac-
tices. 

In the face of this dangerous and increasingly reactionary phe-
nomenon, as history has already shown, the ones most able to 
truly confront and defeat it are the Marxist-Leninists. That is why 
we cannot play at adventures, nor remain in practices of reform-
ism or create more confusion among the masses. 

We must debate and clarify the appropriate tactics for the 
moment, in order to consolidate a single international strategic 
line, which we will not tire of repeating. It is the line defined by 
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, by the Communist International 
and by the experience of the victorious revolutions. There must 
be a direct denunciation and confrontation in the first place 
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against fascism, a work with the anti-fascist forces, a sustained ef-
fort for the formation of the united front of the proletariat and 
the popular front at the national and international level, a struggle 
without quarter or concessions and a militant solidarity with the 
peoples who are resisting and struggling against imperialist ag-
gression. The other fundamental task is the consolidation of our 
Parties by strengthening their clearest expression in direct and 
open confrontation against the fascists, whether they are embry-
onic or consolidated, in order to place ourselves in the vanguard 
and show the masses that they can rely on the Marxist-Leninist 
communists to lead the confrontation and defeat the reactionar-
ies, as has already happened against the Nazi-fascist experiences 
of the past. They must do this in theory and in practice, in peace 
and in war, using all forms of struggle, in whatever conditions that 
may arise. This is vital to do in order to grow and advance among 
our peoples, without wasting the opportunity. 

The times we live in and those that are coming are very com-
plex, which requires the Marxist-Leninist organizations at the na-
tional and international level to deepen ideological clarity, consol-
idate unity of action, adjust their tactics, correct weaknesses, and 
act with a single line and as a solid bloc, in order to present to the 
masses of the world a real option of victory against fascism and 
the right. They must illuminate the course of the proletarian revo-
lution and socialism to all those organizations and individuals will-
ing to fight. 

"Socialism can only be built with the worker-peasant alliance  
in power and the people in arms." 

CC of the PCMLV 
Caracas, March 2025 
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